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 Grace and peace to you from our risen Lord, Jesus Christ!
 

     As we journey through this beautiful season of Easter, the light of resurrection continues
to shine in our lives. The tomb is still empty, and that means hope is still alive. In these
weeks between Easter and Pentecost, we find ourselves in a season of joyful waiting—
celebrating the risen Christ and preparing our hearts for the coming of the Holy Spirit.
     In Lectionary Year C, our Gospel readings come from John, where Jesus offers words of
promise and peace. One verse that speaks to me this month is John 14:27 (NRSV):
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid."
     This is resurrection peace—deep, lasting, and grounded in the presence of Christ. It’s
peace that carries us forward even when we don’t have all the answers. And it’s the peace
we’re called to share with others as we live out our faith in the world.
This May, in addition to Sunday worship, we also have two meaningful opportunities to
come together as a church community:
     Spring Fest – Sunday, May 18 at 11:00 AM Join us for food, fun, and fellowship—a
joyful gathering for all ages and a great chance to connect with one another and welcome
friends and neighbors. Swing Fever Band performing. 
     Ascension Day Worship – Thursday, May 29 at 7:00 PM We’ll gather at Swamp with
area Lutheran churches to mark Christ’s ascension—a moment of awe and hope—as we
remember that Jesus continues to intercede for us and guide his Church.
     So, May becomes a season of holy expectation.

Where are you experiencing resurrection this spring?
 Where might God be gently calling you into something new?
 Where are you being invited to wait, to hope, to trust?
 Who might you invite to join you in worship?

As the earth blossoms around us, may we be reminded that God is still growing things—
even in us. Even in the waiting. May we continue to walk as Easter people: full of hope,
grounded in peace, and open to the Spirit who is soon to be poured out in power.
 

In the peace of Christ,



Generosity Minute

Generosity in Every Season – A Reflection for May 2025
By Pastor Scott
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards
of God's grace in its various forms.”
—1 Peter 4:10 (NIV)
As the earth bursts into bloom this May, we are reminded once again of the beauty and
abundance of God’s creation. Trees are budding, gardens are awakening, and new life
surrounds us. It’s a season of growth—and what better time to reflect on our call to
stewardship?
Stewardship and generosity aren’t just about finances (though that’s one important piece). It’s
about how we care for all the gifts God has given us—our time, our talents, our relationships,
and our resources. As Lutherans, we believe that everything we have comes from God, and
our response is to use those gifts wisely and joyfully for the sake of others and God’s work.
This May, I invite you to take a fresh look at your life as a steward:

How are you using your time in ways that reflect God’s love?
      Are there opportunities to serve a neighbor, support a ministry, or simply spend more time 
       in prayer and reflection.

How might your talents be a blessing to the church and community?
      Whether you're good with numbers, cooking, gardening, singing, or listening, your gifts 
       matter.

Are your financial habits aligned with your faith values?
      Even modest, regular contributions can have a big impact when offered in love.
As we look toward Pentecost next month—the gift of the Holy Spirit to the early church—
we’re reminded that God equips and empowers us to be His hands and feet in the world.
Stewardship is one way we live out that calling. It's not about obligation, but about opportunity
—a chance to participate in God’s work, right here, right now.
Thank you for all the ways you share your gifts with our congregation and beyond. May this
season of growth be one of renewed faith and faithful service.



Prayer Requests

Notes from the
Pastor

Please call the church office at 717-336-2849 when:
You are in the hospital or prior to going to the hospital (or have a
relative call for you.) In an emergency, call Pastor Brubaker at 717-598-
4663.
You are confined to your home for an extended period of time
because of illness or accident.
You are going to a rehab center or a nursing home.
There is a change in your family status (birth, death, marriage, or
divorce).
You move to a home, move out of the area, or go away to college or
graduate school. Important for keeping data base current.
You schedule a meeting or an event of a group or committee. To be
open and communicative with everyone, we would like to include all
scheduling on the Church Calender and in the Weekly Bulletin.

Hunter Leisey
John Frantz
Ed Miller
John Wesner
Jeff Kappenstein
Nettie Kriener
Clair Sweigart
Faith Moyer
Michael A. Crowther
Reba Ranck
Grace Ranck
Ray Fox
Gene Miller
Jean Wolf
Bobby Hershey
Marilyn Gelsinger
Edie Snyder

Teresa Sweigart
Mel and Troy Ulrich
Earl Myers
Elizabeth Sherman
Judy Habecker
Anna Rose Schannauer
David Metzger
Linda Mohn
Pauline Wassmer
Jerry Landis
Mary Beth Jenkins
Evelyn Gehman
Joan Leed
Ron Adams
Kevin Williams
Karen Laudenslager
Susan Levan
Larry Eberly

 

Anson Kauffman
Janet Bingaman
Dwayne Dimitris
Gladys Eckenroad
Bonnie Koehle-Koon
Chris Zander
Ross Houck
Kathleen Troutman
Sally Bergman
Keith Reimert
Larry Hagy
Pam Heisey
Cathy Stine
Connie Malafarina



May 70+ Birthdays

Nursing Home

R E S I D E N T S 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please let us know if you

have a change of
address, email or 
phone number. 

secretary@swamplutheran.org

Happy Birthday 

Please advise the office if this is the magic year that you turn 70! Just give Terri a call at 717-336-2849
or email her at secretary@swamplutheran.org

to others born in May

Clyde Showalter
Michael A. Crowther

Clarice Haws
Anna Adams

Bobby Hershey
 

ANNA ADAMS                                   5/3
EPHRATA MANOR
99 BETHANY RD ROOM # 210B
EPHRATA PA 17522

RANDY KRATER                              5/8
135 COCALICO ROAD
ROBESONIA PA 19551

SHERRILYN ARTZ                          5/15
PO BOX 53
390 BLUE LAKE ROAD
REINHOLDS, PA 17569

CARL FRANCK                                5/16
8 EDIE DRIVE
DENVER, PA 17517

 

 

 

KATHRYN MILLER                        5/17
80 W. MILLPORT RD #103
LITITZ PA 17543
 
DENNIS TROUTMAN                     5/27
720 GALEN HALL RD
WERNERSVILLE PA 
19565

EVAN FRANTZ                                 5/28
130 S. FORT ZELLER ROAD
NEWMANSTOWN, PA
17073

LINDA KOPP SAUER                      5/28
31 PARK STREET
STEVENS PA 17578

 

 GRADY DAUB                                 01 
ANJA FERRY                                  01
CASEY COBLE                               03
JEN WEITZEL                                 03
KEVIN SHIMP                                 03
MIKAYLA MOATS                           03
SEAMUS FINNEGAN                     03
ERIC KOHL                                     07
MARY ANN KING                           07
ERIC ARTZ                                      08
LAURA RAPP                                  08
KEITH KITTLER                              08
TAYLOR MCCAFFERTY                10
STEVE KAUFFMAN                       11
JASA LORAH                                  11
JESSICA MILLER                           11
HANNA WELLMAN                        13  
TAYLOR HIGGINS                         14
CHRISTI PURCELL                        14
QUINTON RINEER                         16
EMILY SHOWALTER                     18

JESS ZOOK                                   18
DENISE NULL                                19
RAY WEITZEL                               19
ADDISON MCQUATE                  22
KATHLEEN MAXEY                     22
JAMES KING                                  22
TAYLOR WEAVER                        22
JON KOON                                     23
CARTER SHOWALTER               24
KIERSTEN SHOWALTER           24
MEGAN DEBOCK                         24
NATHAN POTTEIGER                 24
TANDI CROWTHER                     25
RANDY LEISEY                             26
ABBEY RINEER                             28
KAYLIE KRAMER                          28
JO HAYES                                      29
MELODIE FAIR                              29
WILLIAM MULLIGAN                    29
CONNOR SHOWALTER             30
MELISSA HERSHEY                    31

 



Happy Mother’s
Day!

May 5          7:00pm           Bell Choir 
May 6          6:00pm           Zoom Bible Study
May 6          7:00pm           Welcome Cmte
May 7          7:00pm           Choir
May 8          6:30pm           Learning Cmte
May 11              MOTHER’S DAY
May 12        7:00pm           Bell Choir
May 13        11:30am         Widow & Widowers Luncheon
May 13        6:00pm           Zoom Bible Study
May 14        1-400pm        EASS
May 14        7:00pm           Choir
May 17         2:00pm          Afternoon of Music with Handbell Choir at 
                                              Reinholds Trinity Chapel
May 18            Last day of Sunday School
May 18        11:00am        Spring Fest
May 21        7:00pm          Choir      
May 26         MEMORIAL DAY / OFFICE CLOSED 
May 27         7:00pm         Cocalico Builders of Hope
May 28         7:00pm         Choir
May 29         7:00pm         Cluster Lenten Service at Swamp Lutheran Church
May 29-31        Cocalico Builders of Hope Fundraiser @ Adamstown Park

Exciting
UPCOMING

EVENTS

May Greeters

June Greeters

Thank you for serving as greeters. 
Please try to be at the front door

 by 8:10AM

Memorial Day
Remember and Honor

4  Denise Kidwell
11 Deb Kohl
18 Deb Sweigert
25 Glenn & Linda Beard

1  David & Laraine Kramer
8  Lamar & June Eberly
15  Pam Leisey 
22  Gene & Heather Ferrari
29 Lowell & Sandy Haws

Orders are being taken for red geraniums for Pentecost, Sunday June 8th 2025. Price is not yet known and the
deadline for ordering is Sunday May 18th. Please give the following information to the church office or to Jodi
Showalter (717) 413-7149.
Name___________________________ Phone Number___________

Red Geraniums___________________

In memory of_______________________________________

In honor of ________________________________________



Knitters and Crocheters have been asked to provide baby blankets for Veteran Families. Please
use soft yarn with not too loose of a pattern and no more than 32" X 32 ," but not less than 27"
square or rectangular. There are some copies of baby blanket patterns in the church library where
the shawls/blankets are being collected. We need more boy colors than girl colors.

 The church needs your help as a volunteer. From time to time members of the church need
assistance in getting somewhere or even to get to church. It is not often but when the need arises
we would appreciate having some folks who are willing to drive if available. Please call or email
Terri at the office to identify yourself as a willing volunteer driver. 717-336-2849 or
secretary@swamplutheran.org. God needs our hands and feet to assist those in our church family.
Thank you for your consideration.

 

FOOD BANK – Needs of the food bank are ongoing and need replenished monthly. There is a need
for paper towels, toilet paper, canned tuna, chicken, vegetables and soup. 
Thank you for helping as you are able. We distribute on the 2  Wednesday each month. Please
check for a current expiration date.

nd

ALTAR FLOWER/CANDLE UPDATE: Thank you to everyone who donated to the Altar Flower
and Sanctuary Candle ministry. The 2025 Flower Calendar is posted in the Narthex. The
Sanctuary Candle cost will remain at $5.00 and the cost of the Altar Flowers remains at $40.00
(subject to change). If you would like to sponsor a Sunday for the flowers or candle, please
contact Sue Kreitz at 717-283-9444 or John Frantz at 717-606-8994.

May 28 is the deadline for the June Newsletter. 
Please reach out to Terri Renninger at 717-336-2849 or email secretary@swamplutheran.org 
Your cooperation is appreciated. Thank you!x

May

Thank you!

Widow & Widowers Luncheon at 11:30am on Tuesday May 13 at Udder Choice Ephrata,
located in a private room, upon entering, on right. (separate checks) Pastor Glenn Beard will be
the guest speaker and will be sharing his experiences with Disaster Response of the ELCA. If you
have a widow or widower friend, feel free to bring them along! We ask that you contact Terri to
RSVP at 717-336-2849 for a headcount for the restaurant. We hope to see you soon..and
remember  YOU ARE NOT ALONE!
Cocalico Builders of Hope fundraiser
Strawberry Shortcake Stand at Adamstown Community Days, May 29-31 in the Grove.
Featuring Boehringer's ice cream. Come on out and enjoy a sweet treat!

On behalf of Learning Committee, thank you for the prize donations and to our Sunday School teachers, youth
group leaders, and all other volunteers who supported and worked together to provide the community egg hunt
on April 19, and the Flashlight Egg Hunt on April 11. Over 1000 eggs were filled with candy for the young
children, plus extra for the older youth’s flashlight search. Additionally, there were snacks, crafts or a movie, and
additional activities for both groups. A joyous way to welcome the Easter season!



Thank you!



Join us at Wonder Junction VBS! We are looking for volunteers to help make this year's VBS a success,
there are different ways to volunteer and get involved. These 5 days are fun-packed, you don't want to miss it.
Please prayfully consider how you can help impact the young people of our community, the last two years we
have had nights where there have been 200 children in attendance. See Pastor Scott or Abbey Rineer for more
information. Contact the church office, Pastor Scott or Abbey Rineer to volunteer. 
Meals - volunteers and families are invited to share in the community meal each night. Families will have the
option to sign-up for the meals during the registration process. Volunteers will need to sign-up using the
information below.



OFFICERS of COUNCIL

Lori Gockley, President,
 

Lee Showalter, Vice President
 

 Danielle Kauffman, Secretary

Deb Kohl, Financial Secretary

Guy Templin, Co-Treasurer

Sue Knauer, Co-Treasurer
 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL LIAISONS

Danielle Kauffman —
Communication, Directory

Sue Ellen Knauer — Constitution;
Service; Personnel, Generosity

Lee Showalter — Disaster
Response

Guy Templin — Finance;
Worship

Deb Sweigert — Builders of
Hope

Randy Krater — Property

Pam Leisey — Learning

Grady Daub—Safety & Security

Denise Kidwell — Kitchen Krew

Jen Weitzel - Welcome

Alan Worley –Youth Ministry

Cody Leisey- Worship Study

 

Have you updated your will and
remembered the ministry of Christ at

Swamp Lutheran?

Swamp Lutheran Church can be
named a beneficiary in your will and/or

in your life insurance policy.

Give a gift that celebrates your life
and commitment to Christ!

Church Council Highlights
April 16, 2025

Next Council Meeting
May 21, 2025

7PM

Builders of Hope, TL:
Annual Strawberry Fundraiser at Adamstown Community Days, May 29-31.
Stop out to support their effort.

Service: 
The next community meal is May 8th.

Kitchen Krew: 
Our food bank provided food boxes for 46 families with 131 individuals.

Welcome: 
Spring Fest will be May 18th.
Widows and Widowers group met April 17  and they made Ukranian Eggs.th

Learning: 
Children’s Church will continue through the summer focusing on crafts.
May 18  will be the last day of Sunday School.th

Youth Ministry: May 4  will be Mini-Golf.th

Property: Work will begin in the old choir room the week of April 28th.

The Directory continues to be worked on. No date for publication.

                  The Phillies are starting out a little slow this year. 
                            We don’t want to peak too early!

                         Let’s Go Phils!












