
1 
 

          The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
                      Sunday, September 13, 2020 
 
 

The following worship service may be used on its own or along with 
the video found on the Swamp Lutheran YouTube page. 

Thank you, Lord of life, for this beautiful fall day! May all who worship here know the warmth of 
your presence and the sunlight of your love. 

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand 
before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge 
that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the 
words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in 
baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world. 
 

Hymn      “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”   (Verses 1 & 4)      ELW 834 
 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
 almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
 
4 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 
 thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
 all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 
 'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 
 
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. 

 

 
The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray: 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace 
our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing 
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they 
had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as 
an opportunity to do good and save many lives. 
 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears 
a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So 
they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he 
died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they 
did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God 
of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell 
down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, 
“Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to 
me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing 
today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way 
he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us 
understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not 
judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us 
and will judge each of us. 
 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those 
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass 
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And 
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, 
observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they 
give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give 
thanks to God. 
  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we 
are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of 
both the dead and the living. 
  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise 
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is 
written, 
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
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  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 
 

The holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that 
suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 
 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not 
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 
  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to 
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 
made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and 
forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, 
‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into 
prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you 
all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your 
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every 
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Homily     The Rev. Kurt Strause 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” and the response is “Hear our prayer.” 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray together 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace; 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn       “All Creatures, Worship God Most High”   (Verses 1 ,5 & 6)   ELW 835 
 

1 All creatures, worship God most high! 
Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; 
sing, sister moon and stars of night: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

  
5 And you, most gentle sister death, 

waiting to hush our final breath: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom, 
fair is the night that leads us home. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

6 O sisters, brothers, take your part, 
and worship God with humble heart: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
All creatures, bless the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, Three in One: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite 
Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
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DISMISSAL 

Go forth into the world bearing the Good News of Christ in word and deed. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
The Sanctuary Candle today is presented in loving memory of grandparents by Ron 
and Joyce Stoner. 
 
 
 

Calling all talent. Singers, musicians or any talent you want to share.  We are putting 
together a Mid-Year Night of Music. This will be a virtual event. You can video yourself 
or arrange a time to come to church to have us video you. After we get all the videos 

together, we will post a link on YouTube. 

  

Contact us at webmaster@swamplutheran.org with your ideas to let us know what you 
plan to do or if you need help.  

 

  
 
Katie Houck 
Sue Kittler 
Thomas Beck 
Shirley Achey – neighbor of Sue Kreitz 
The Family of John Nicholas  
Jean Wolf  
The Family of Doris Kopp  
Don Risser  
Susan Levan  
Barbara Mizdail   
Ray Showalter  
Nancy Kulp   
Mary Kring – Aunt of Linda Ream 
Kristen Ramsey – fiancé of Eric Long 
 
When someone is put on the prayer list, we will keep them on for four weeks. After that 
time, they will be taken off unless you make another request to have them put back on. 
 
 

mailto:webmaster@swamplutheran.org
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    Michael Crowther 

  Clarice Haws 

  Betty Hornberger 

  Charles Moyer 

  Henry Rehlich 

    Ella Shirk 

    Alverta Showalter 

    Clyde Showalter 

    Mary Ann Weitzel 

 

 

Announcement:  Congregational Meeting, Sunday, September 27,2020 at the church 
following the outside 8.30am worship service.   
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