Second Sunday After Epiphany
Sunday, January 17, 2021

The following worship service may be used on its own or along with
the video found on the Swamp Lutheran YouTube page.
Thank you, Lord of life, for this beautiful day! May all who worship here know the
warmth of your presence and the sunlight of your love.
All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just pastors and deacons
but also the youngest child, like Samuel. The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with
the idea of place. Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth.
But where we come from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather whom—we come to.
Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a vision in a place he called “the house of God, and . . .
the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael
will meet God.
Hymn

“Here I Am, Lord” ELW 574

1 "I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin
my hand will save.
I, who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?"
Refrain
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.

3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them.
My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide
till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send?" Refrain
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The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.
Let us pray:
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless
blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 {11-20}
At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the LORD comes to Samuel and calls
him to speak the divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently,
as Eli the priest has taught him to respond. This marks the beginning of Samuel’s
prophetic ministry.
1Now

the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was
rare in those days; visions were not widespread.
2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see,
was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was
lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called,
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay
down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said,
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now
Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed
to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the
boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say,
‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [11Then the LORD said to Samuel,
“See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears
of it tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his
house, from beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about to punish his house
forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he
did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s
house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”
15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD.
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my
son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from
me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he
told you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is
the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.”
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19As

Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the
ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy
prophet of the LORD.]
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6: 12-20
Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives
through the death of Christ. Hence Christian relationships and conduct, including areas
of human sexuality, are to reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy
Spirit lives within us.
12“All

things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for
me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the
stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not
for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and
will also raise us by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of
Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a
prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one
body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the
Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is
outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you not know
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and
that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in
your body.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: John 1: 43-51
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.
In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others
to Jesus. Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the
invitation to “Come and see.”
43The

next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow
me.”
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also
the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When
Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in
whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?”
Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered,
“Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see
44Now
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greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of
Man.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily

The Rev. Kurt Strause

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” and the response is “Hear our prayer.”
Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray together
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace;
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
Hymn “This Little Light of Mine” ELW 677
1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
2 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
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DISMISSAL
Go forth into the world bearing the Good News of Christ in word and deed.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“Lord, Be Glorified” – Bob Kilpatrick

SANCTUARY CANDLE is given in memory of my daughter Linda Ammons and my
husband Matt by Audrey Lewandowski.

Four Gospels: One Jesus An On-Line Bible Study
The New Testament contains four gospels; Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Each tells
the story of Jesus in their own way. While many of the episodes in the life of Jesus are
the same, there are differences in emphasis and events between the four evangelists.
Each week we’ll explore one of the gospels and discover what the particular writer
wants us to know about Jesus.
This four-week Bible study meets on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. The Zoom link for the Bible
study will be published on the church website.
Family of Ruth Sweigart
Sharon Fremont (friend of Sue Kreitz)
Sue Kittler
Shirley Achey – neighbor of Sue Kreitz
Jean Wolf
Janice Moyer Kelly
Nancy Kulp
Mary Kring – Aunt of Linda Ream
Shelly Gehman – sister of John Frantz
Ralph Good

Mary Jane Miller
Jan Risser
Dorothy Good
Clair Sweigart
Earl Myers
Fay Harting
Barbara Mizdail
Katie Houck
Susan Levan
Elmo Lorah

When someone is put on the prayer list, we will keep them on for four weeks. After that
time, they will be taken off unless you make another request to have them put back on.
Michael A. Crowther
Clarice Haws
Betty Hornberger
Charles Moyer
Ella Shirk

Alverta Showalter
Clyde Showalter
Mary Ann Weitzel
Mary Jane Miller

TAKE NOTE - Please contact Joyce Stoner 717-336-7077 if you would like to sponsor
a candle.
PRAYER CHAIN – Please call the church office or Jodi Showalter with prayer requests.
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