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Resurrection of Our Lord/ EASTER Sunday 

 April 4, 2021 
 

 
The following worship service may be used on its own or along with the video found on 
the Swamp Lutheran YouTube page. 

Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and 
confused, unsure of what to make of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to 
proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and 
resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share 
this good news with all the world. Alleluia! 
 

Hymn      “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”   ELW 365 
 

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 
4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
 praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
 praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 
The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray: 

Let us pray. O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. 
Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the 
resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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First Reading:  ACTS 10: 34-43 
 

Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from 
Gentiles in order to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so 
that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out to all people. 
 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses 
to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all 
the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 
with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and 
to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.   

 

Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 
 
The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. As the crucified and risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, 
so we experience the presence of the Risen One in the preaching of this faith. 
 
1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to 
you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are 
being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you 
have come to believe in vain. 
  3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and 
sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and 
his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 
them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I 
or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL:  Mark 16: 1-8 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and 
amazement. 
 
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early 
on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had 
been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to 
the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had 
already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in 
a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do 
not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been 
raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples 
and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told 
you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 
them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Homily     The Rev. Kurt Strause 

Prayers of Intercession 

Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” and the response is “Hear our prayer.” 

Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray together 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace; 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
Hymn  “Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia! ”     ELW 369 
 

1 Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia! 
 Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 
 offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! 
 at the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia! 
 
4 Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! 
 all your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 
 Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! 
 now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 
 
 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE    “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”   Kenneth T. Kosche 
 
Sanctuary Candle is presented in memory of my father Horace Becker by Joan Long. 
 
Santuary Flowers are in memory of my loving husband Terry by Sally Bergman. 
 
 

  Michael A. Crowther     

  Clarice Haws      

  Betty Hornberger     

  Charles Moyer     

  Ella Shirk  

    Alverta Showalter 

    Clyde Showalter 

    Mary Ann Weitzel 

    Mary Jane Miller 

    Josie Reitz 
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Katie Houck      Sharon Fremont – friend of Sue Kreitz 
Sue Kittler      Shirley Achey – neighbor of Sue Kreitz 
Family of Ralph Good    Hunter Leisey 
Susan Levan      Elmo Lorah 
Nancy Kulp        Jean Wolf 
Mary Kring (aunt of Linda Ream)    Ashton Faust 
Mary Jane Miller     Clair Sweigart 
Janice Moyer Kelly     Earl Myers 
Joan Long      Josie Reitz 
Family of Joel M. Smith     
Family of Audrey Lewandowski    
 
When someone is put on the prayer list, we will keep them on for four weeks. After that 
time, they will be taken off unless you make another request to have them put back on.  
 
TAKE NOTE - Please contact Joyce Stoner 717-336-7077 if you would like flowers or 
the candle to be given in honor or in memory of someone. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL will resume starting April 11,2021 from 9.30-10AM.  All are 
welcome. 
 
FOOD BANK -  We continue to support Ephrata Area Social Services by distributing 
food on the second Wednesday of each month.  Donations are accepted at the church 
office each morning between 8.30-12noon.  Currently we have a need for ketchup & 
mustard, jelly/jam, canned fruit, paper towels and toilet paper individually wrapped, 
canned meat and snacks.  The food bank has plenty of peanut butter, pasta and canned 
vegetables for the time being. 
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