Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 26, 2021

The following worship service may be used on its own or along
with the video found on the Swamp Lutheran YouTube page.

Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out
demons in Jesus’ name, and the disciples want him stopped.
They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders
who prophesied without official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a
threat. Jesus welcomes good being done in his name, even when it is not under his
control. The circle we form around Jesus’ word must be able to value good being done
in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep tabs on.

Hymn  “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” ELW 712

1 Lord, whose love in humble service
bore the weight of human need,
who upon the cross, forsaken,
worked your mercy's perfect deed:
we, your servants, bring the worship
not of voice alone, but heart;
consecrating to your purpose
ev'ry gift which you impart.

2 Still your children wander homeless;
still the hungry cry for bread;
still the captives long for freedom;
still in grief we mourn our dead.
As you, Lord, in deep compassion
healed the sick and freed the soul,
by your Spirit send your power
to our world to make it whole.

The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Let us pray:

Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us a
share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.



First Reading: NUMBERS 11: 4-6, 10-16, 24-29

What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this reading.
God provides manna in the wilderness, yet the people crave meat. What is truly
needful? God bestows the spirit on seventy elders, yet two men not designated as
leaders prophesy in the power of God’s spirit. What constitutes real leadership?

4The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and
said, “If only we had meat to eat! *We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for
nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; ®but now our
strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.”

"Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of
their tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. "'So Moses
said to the LORD, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have | not found
favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? ?Did | conceive all
this people? Did | give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your
bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to their
ancestors’? 3Where am | to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping
to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 4l am not able to carry all this people alone, for
they are too heavy for me. '°If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death
at once—if | have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.”

1630 the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom
you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of
meeting, and have them take their place there with you.”

2450 Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered
seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. 25Then
the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was
on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they
prophesied. But they did not do so again.

26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad,
and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone
out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 2’And a young man ran and told
Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 22And Joshua son of Nun, the
assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 2°But
Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD's people were
prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on them!”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: JAMES 5: 13-20

Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in need,
celebrating with those in good health, restoring those who have strayed, confessing sins
to one another, and offering forgiveness to each other.

13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing
songs of praise. '“Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church
and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. '®The
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has
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committed sins will be forgiven. '6Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray
for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and
effective. ""Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. ®Then he prayed
again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is
brought back by another, 2°you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from
wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: MARK 9: 38-50

The Holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves
service and sacrifice. His disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to them as
well as to others.

38 John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name,
and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” **But Jesus said, “Do not
stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward
to speak evil of me. °Whoever is not against us is for us. 4'For truly | tell you, whoever
gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means
lose the reward.

42“|f any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in
me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you
were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for
you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable
fire. °And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life
lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. #’/And if your eye causes you to
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to
have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, “where their worm never dies, and the fire is
never quenched.

49“For everyone will be salted with fire. °°Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness,
how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily The Rev. Kurt S. Strause

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” and the response is “Hear our prayer.”



Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray together

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace;

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Hymn “‘How Small Our Span of Life” ELW 636

1 How small our span of life, O God,
our years from birth till death:
a single beat within the heart,
the catching of a breath,
a drop within the ocean's deep,
a grain upon the shore,
a flash of light before we sleep
to see the sun no more.

4 We thank you, God, for kindling faith
that lights our transient years,
illumining our pilgrimage
through mists of doubt and fears;
for hope that sees a life beyond
the swiftly passing days;
for love, both human and divine,
that lifts our hearts to praise.



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Go Make Disciples” Handt Hansen

Altar Flowers given in memory of loved ones by the congregation.
Sanctuary Candle given in memory of loved ones by the congregation.

NOTE - Please contact Joyce Stoner if you want to sponsor the Sanctuary Candle or
Altar Flowers — 717 336-7077. Sundays available.

Michael A. Crowther Alverta Showalter

Margaret Elser Clarice Haws

Clyde Showalter Pastor Jim Miller

A Aol Betty Hornberger Mary Ann Weitzel
‘/!@ES,I%%@G Charles Moyer Ella Shirk

Josie Reitz
Katie Houck Sharon Fremont — (friend of Sue Kreitz)
Sue Kittler Shirley Achey — (neighbor of Sue Kreitz)
Katie Mera
Susan Levan Hunter Leisey
Nancy Kulp Jean Wolf
Mary Kring (aunt of Linda Ream) Ashton Faust
Clair Sweigart John Frantz
Janice Moyer Kelly Earl Myers
Josie Reitz Joan Long
Judy Sauder Margaret Elser
Pastor Jim Miller Shirley Martzall (friend of Ranck family)
Debbie Myers Kelly O’Hara (friend of Jen Weitzel)
Lisa Buckles (friend of Sue Ellen Knauer) Matt Hollinger (friend of Weitzel Family)
Phyllis Miller (cousin of Jen Weitzel) Marie McQuate
Glenn Beard, Sr. Janice Ballenger (friend of Connie
Taylor) Family of Judy Sauder

When someone is put on the prayer list, we will keep them on for four weeks. After that
time, they will be taken off unless you make another request to have them put back on.

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS - Our distribution of food continues on an ongoing basis. We
specifically are short of canned meat items — except tuna! We have a need currently for
spaghetti, toilet paper and paper towels (individually wrapped), soup, cereal, and
snacks (including cookies, graham crackers and crackers). Italics and bold are in dire
need currently. Thank you to the congregation for your continued support!



FLOWER DELIVERY -The church needs volunteers to deliver flowers to our sick and
shut-ins after our worship service each Sunday. The church secretary, Brenda, will
coordinate this effort for the worship team. Please call the church or email Brenda at
secretary@swamplutheran.org if you are willing to be part of a rotating group of
volunteers for this vital outreach. This will begin on September 12", Thank you for
volunteering!

Congregational Meeting - WE WELCOME Vicar Scott Brubaker, the candidate for
Pastor at Swamp Lutheran, and The Rev. Beth Martini, Assistant to the Bishop of the
Lower Susquehanna Synod, as our n house worship leaders this morning. Immediately
following worship a congregational meeting will be held to consider extending a call to
Vicar Brubaker to serve as pastor.

50t ANNIVERSARIES - The church would like to recognize those who are celebrating
50+ wedding anniversaries or 501" anniversary of membership. Please notify the church
office by email at secretary@swamplutheran.org or by phone at 717-336-2849 if you fall
into one of these categories.

POINSETTIAS and CYCLAMENS

It is that time of the year again to consider your holiday

for poinsettias and cyclamens. Jodi Showalter (717-413-
will be handling the orders. Pricing will not be known until
sometime in October. Jodi or the church office should be
contacted with questions. The following information needs

provided.
NAME Phone Number
Poinsettias RED WHITE
Cyclamens RED WHITE
In Memory of
In Honor of
This Week in the Parish (September 26-October 3)
Monday 6:00PM PACK 95 Den Meeting
7:30PM Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Tuesday 7:00PM Zoom Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00PM Choir Rehearsal
Sunday 8:30AM Worship

9:30AM Sunday School
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