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 Twenty First Sunday After Pentecost 
October 17, 2021 

 
The following worship service may be used on its own or along 
with the video found on the Swamp Lutheran YouTube page. 

Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who will be 
closest to Jesus, leading to Jesus teaching his followers about 

God’s take on importance and power. Here Jesus makes it explicit that the reversal of 
values in God’s community is a direct challenge to the values of the dominant culture, 
where wielding power over others is what makes you great. When we pray “your 
kingdom come” we are praying for an end to tyranny and oppression. We pray this 
gathered around the cross, a sign of great shame transformed to be the sign of great 
honor and service. 
 
Hymn      “You Servants of God”       ELW 825 
 

1 You servants of God, your Master proclaim, 
 and publish abroad his wonderful name; 
 the name, all-victorious, of Jesus extol; 
 his kingdom is glorious and rules over all! 
 
4 Then let us adore and give him his right, 
 all glory and pow'r and wisdom and might, 
 all honor and blessing, with angels above, 
 and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love! 
 
The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray: 

Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples on earth. 
Shape us into willing servants of your kingdom, and make us desire always and only 
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

First Reading:  ISAIAH 53: 4-12 
This reading is from the last of four passages in Isaiah that are often called “servant 
songs.” Christians are probably most familiar with this servant song. In light of Christian 
faith, the servant’s healing ministry and redemptive suffering are understood to be 
fulfilled in the life and death of Christ. 
 
 4Surely he has borne our infirmities 
  and carried our diseases; 
 yet we accounted him stricken, 
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  struck down by God, and afflicted. 
 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
  crushed for our iniquities; 
 upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
  and by his bruises we are healed. 
 6All we like sheep have gone astray; 
  we have all turned to our own way, 
 and the LORD has laid on him 
  the iniquity of us all. 
 
 7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
  yet he did not open his mouth; 
 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
  and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
  so he did not open his mouth. 
 8By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
  Who could have imagined his future? 
 For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
  stricken for the transgression of my people. 
 9They made his grave with the wicked 
  and his tomb with the rich, 
 although he had done no violence, 
  and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
 
 10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. 
 When you make his life an offering for sin, 
  he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
 through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 
  11Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
 he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
  The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
  and he shall bear their iniquities. 
 12Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
  and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
 because he poured out himself to death, 
  and was numbered with the transgressors; 
 yet he bore the sin of many, 
  and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.   
 

Second Reading:   HEBREWS 5: 1-10 
Using imagery from scripture and from Jewish worship practices, Jesus is presented as 
the great high priest who was obedient to God’s saving plan. Through his suffering and 
death he has become the source of eternal salvation. 
 



3 
 

1Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to 
God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He is able to deal gently with 
the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; 3and because of 
this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. 4And one 
does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron 
was. 
  5So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by 
the one who said to him, 
 “You are my Son, 
  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place, 
 “You are a priest forever, 
  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries 
and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because 
of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through 
what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high priest according 
to the order of Melchizedek. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL:  MARK 10: 35-45 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
On the way to Jerusalem the disciples ask Jesus to grant them seats of honor. Jesus 
responds by announcing that he and his followers will “rule” through self-giving service. 
 
35James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, 
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said to them, 
“What is it you want me to do for you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at 
your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38But Jesus said to them, “You do not 
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with 
the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to 
them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, 
you will be baptized; 40but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it 
is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 
  41When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42So Jesus 
called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they 
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over 
them. 43But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you 
must be your servant, 44and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of 
all. 45For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a 
ransom for many.” 
 



4 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Homily     The Rev. Kurt S. Strause 

Prayers of Intercession 

Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” and the response is “Hear our prayer.” 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray together 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace; 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 
Hymn   “Lord, You Give the Great Commission”     ELW 579 
 
1 Lord, you give the great commission: 
 "Heal the sick and preach the word." 
 Lest the church neglect its mission, 
 and the gospel go unheard, 
 help us witness to your purpose 
 with renewed integrity: 
 
Refrain 
 With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us 
 for the work of ministry. 
 
5 Lord, you bless with words assuring: 
 "I am with you to the end." 
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 Faith and hope and love restoring, 
 may we serve as you intend 
 and, amid the cares that claim us, 
 hold in mind eternity:  Refrain 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  Donald N. Johnson 
 
Altar Flowers given in memory of loved ones by the congregation. 
 
Sanctuary Candle given in memory of loved ones by the congregation. 
 
NOTE – Please contact Joyce Stoner if you want to sponsor the Sanctuary Candle or 
Altar Flowers – 717 336-7077.  Many Sundays available. 
 

 Michael A. Crowther  Alverta Showalter 
 Margaret Elser   Clarice Haws    
 Clyde Showalter   Pastor Jim Miller 
 Betty Hornberger   Mary Ann Weitzel  
 Charles Moyer   Ella Shirk 

   Josie Reitz 
Katie Houck      Sharon Fremont – (friend of Sue Kreitz) 
Sue Kittler      Shirley Achey – (neighbor of Sue Kreitz) 
Family of Judy Sauder 
Susan Levan      Hunter Leisey 
Nancy Kulp        Jean Wolf 
Mary Kring (aunt of Linda Ream)    Ashton Faust 
Clair Sweigart     John Frantz   
Janice Moyer Kelly     Edgar Gress 
Josie Reitz      Joan Long 
Margaret Elser     Debbie Myers 
Pastor Jim Miller     Marie McQuate 
Janice Ballenger (friend of Connie Taylor) 
 
When someone is put on the prayer list, we will keep them on for four weeks. After that 
time, they will be taken off unless you make another request to have them put back on.  
 
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS – Our distribution of food continues on an ongoing basis.   We 
have a need currently for canned fruit, canned soup, toilet paper (individually 
wrapped) and Kleenex.   
 
Thank you to the congregation for your continued support! 
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FLOWER DELIVERY –The church needs volunteers to deliver flowers to our sick and 
shut-ins after our worship service each Sunday.  The church secretary, Brenda, will 
coordinate this effort for the worship team.  Please call the church or email Brenda at 
secretary@swamplutheran.org if you are willing to be part of a rotating group of 
volunteers for this vital outreach.  This will begin on September 12th.  Thank you for 
volunteering!   
 
50th ANNIVERSARIES  - The church would like to recognize those who are celebrating 
50+ wedding anniversaries or 50th anniversary of membership.  Please notify the church 
office by email at secretary@swamplutheran.org or by phone at 717-336-2849 if you fall 
into one of these categories.   
 
POINSETTIAS and CYCLAMENS 
It is that time of the year again to consider your holiday orders for 
poinsettias and cyclamens.  Jodi Showalter (717-413-7149) will be 
handling the orders.  Pricing will not be known until sometime in October. 
Jodi or the church office should be contacted with questions.  The 
following information needs to be provided.   
NAME _____________________________Phone Number _____________________ 

Poinsettias RED ______  WHITE ______ 

Cyclamens RED ______  WHITE _______ 

In Memory of _________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of ___________________________________________________________ 

 
CELEBRATION of PASTOR KURT AND LOIS STRAUSE – On Sunday, October 24, 

Pastor Strause will preach his last sermon as our Interim Pastor. After 
church, at 9:30AM we will have a celebration of thanksgiving in the Social 
Hall. The adult Sunday School will be cancelled that week. The children 
will be brought over briefly but then will return to their classrooms. Plan on 
joining us to celebrate,  acknowledge and express gratitude for God’s 
work through this couple during our church’s transition. 

 

GIFT CARDS AND PREPAID CARDS for the holidays are now available.  Order forms 
will be at the front door. Orders will be due on Sunday, November 14 so 
that we have enough time to receive cards before the holidays. Any 
questions, call Missy Regan at 717-314-5658. 

 
PIG STOMACH DINNER - We are delighted to advise that we will have 
our Pig Stomach Dinner on Saturday, October 30.  This year it will be for TAKE OUT  
only between the times of 12N –5:00PM or until sold out. Your dinner will include pig 
stomach, pepper cabbage, green beans, dessert, rolls and butter. $13.00 per meal.  
Plan ahead so that you do not miss out. Call the church at 717-336-2849 to Preorder 
your dinner ($13.00) and/or a whole cooked stomach ($22.00)! 
 

mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
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This Week in the Parish (October 18– October 24) 

 
Monday    6:00PM   PACK 95 Den Meeting 
     7:30PM   Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
 
Tuesday    7:00PM   Zoom Bible Study 
      
Wednesday    7:00PM   Council Meeting 
     7:00PM   Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday    8:30AM   Worship 
     9:30AM   Sunday School &   
         Celebration 
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