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SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 
PALM SUNDAY 
APRIL 10, 2022 

 
Today we follow Christ from triumphal entry to the cross, each waypoint of 
the journey marked by Jesus’ compassion for those who would betray, mock, 
accuse, or do violence to him. Though persecuted and beaten, Jesus the Son 
of God is not disgraced; instead, he asks forgiveness for those who put him 
to death. We have walked the Lenten pathway these forty days, each of us 
invited through baptism to “let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 
Jesus.” We enter this holy week accompanying Jesus to the cross with both 
grief and thanksgiving in our hearts, trusting in God’s redeeming love. 

 
Hymn      Prepare the Royal Highway      ELW 264 
 
1 Prepare the royal highway; 
 the King of kings is near! 
 Let ev'ry hill and valley 
 a level road appear! 
 Then greet the King of glory, 
 foretold in sacred story: 
 
Refrain 
 Hosanna to the Lord, 
 for he fulfills God's word! 
 
4 His is no earthly kingdom; 
 it comes from heav'n above. 
 His rule is peace and freedom 
 and justice, truth, and love. 
 So let your praise be sounding 
 for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 
 
The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray: 

 

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take 
on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience 
to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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First Reading:   ISAIAH 50:4-9a 
 
This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the servant’s obedience amid 
persecution. Though the servant has been variously understood as the prophet himself or a 
remnant of faithful Israel, Christians have often recognized the figure of Christ in these poems. 
 
 4The Lord GOD has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 
 7The Lord GOD helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Second Reading:  PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11 
 
Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus’ humble obedience in his 
incarnation as a human being, even to death, and his exaltation and glory as Lord of all. 
 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
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  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL:   LUKE 19:28-40 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Entrance into the final days 
 
28After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
 29When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he 
sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will 
find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, 
‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 32So those who were sent departed 
and found it as he had told them. 33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why 
are you untying the colt?” 34They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and 
after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along, people kept 
spreading their cloaks on the road. 37As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount 
of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for 
all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38saying, 
 “Blessed is the king 
  who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Peace in heaven, 
  and glory in the highest heaven!” 
39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40He 
answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon     The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 
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Prayers of Intercession 

Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” and the response is “Hear our prayer.” 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray together 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever.   Amen. 
 
Benediction and Blessing 
 
You are children of God, 
anointed with the oil of gladness 
and strengthened for the journey. 
Almighty God, 
motherly, majestic, and mighty, 

☩ bless you this day and always. 
Amen 
 
Hymn     Go to Dark Gethsemane     ELW 347 
 
1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 
 all who feel the tempter's pow'r; 
 your Redeemer's conflict see. 
 Watch with him one bitter hour; 
 turn not from his griefs away; 
 learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 
 
4 Early hasten to the tomb, 
 where they laid his breathless clay; 
 all is solitude and gloom. 
 Who has taken him away? 
 Christ is ris'n! He meets our eyes. 
 Savior, teach us so to rise. 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE    O Sacred Head, Now Wounded    Robert Lau 
 
 
Altar Flowers given in memory of loved ones by Linda and Howard Ream. 
 
Sanctuary Candle given in memory of Richard Winter by Edie Snyder. 
 
NOTE – Please contact Joyce Stoner if you want to sponsor the Sanctuary Candle or Altar 
Flowers – 717 336-7077. Many Sundays available. Due to increasing gas prices the cost of altar 
flowers will be $45.00 starting May 1, 2022. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MOST CURRENT INFORMATION – Be sure and check our website regularly for updates 
and schedules of ongoing activities of the church.  www.swamplutheran.org.    Church office is 
open from 8:30AM-12PM daily.                    
 
ACTION FUND – Donations are sought for Swamp’s Action Fund to help the needy in our 
community.  Write “Action Fund” in the comment line of your check payable to Swamp 
Lutheran Church.   

 Michael A. Crowther  Alverta Showalter 
 Margaret Elser   Clarice Haws    
 Clyde Showalter  Betty Hornberger 
 Mary Ann Weitzel  Charles Moyer    
 Ella Shirk   Josie Reitz 
     Leona Showalter 

 
Katie Houck       
Shirley Achey – (neighbor of Sue Kreitz)  Janice Ballenger (friend of Connie Taylor) 
Ed Miller      Sue Schultz  
Susan Levan      Hunter Leisey 
Nancy Kulp        Jean Wolf 
Mary Kring (aunt of Linda Ream)    Randy Gockley 
Clair Sweigart      John Frantz   
Janice Moyer Kelly     Joan Long 
Josie Reitz      Margaret Elser  
Erika Eberly(friend of Jennifer Taylor)  Family of Dottie Smith 
Charles Hoppman     Larry Knauer 
David Metzger (friend of Sue Kreitz)   Bill Sweigart (neighbor of Sue Kreitz) 
Cindy Hornberger Stahl    Judy Habecker 
Jodi Showalter     Melissa Swift (Bea & Edgar Gress’daughter) 

 
When someone is put on the prayer list, we will keep them on for four weeks. After that time, 
they will be taken off unless you make another request to have them put back on. 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
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CIRCLE OF PRAYER -  Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Nancy Kulp, Sue Schultz, Janice Kelly, 
David Metzger, Ed Miller, Margaret Elser, Charles Hoppman, Randy Gockley, Larry Knauer, 
Melissa Swift, Judy Habecker, Jodi Showalter. 
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES – If you give via the online option, let us know by email 
(secretary@swamplutheran.org) or by phone to the office so that you will no longer receive 
offering envelopes for 2022. 
 
FOOD BANK current needs are ketchup, mustard, snacks and canned tuna.  Our ministry to the 
community continues in strength.  Thank you for your faithfulness. 

 
 Gently Used Sneakers Needed.  Cub Pack 95 is collecting sneakers as a 
fundraiser.  Used sneakers (pairs only; athletic shoes only) may be deposited 
in the bins located in the Narthex and the social hall lobby.  The sneakers will 
be purchased from the Cubs by an organization that resells or recycles them, saving 

landfill space and natural resources while helping the Scouts raise money to fund their 
activities.  Time to clean out your closets! The Cubs are not able to accept any non-
athletic footwear including but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain boots, sandals, slip-ons, 
water socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may be addressed to Cubmaster 
Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or email at pack95reinholds@gmail.com  
 
LAP ROBES – Thank you to those who are knitting and/or crocheting lap robes for the ongoing 
need of the VA Hospital. Please be aware that the church has received a donation of yarn that is 
available for your use.  Please contact Brenda in the office. 
 
UKRAINIAN RELIEF -Lutheran Disaster Response is supporting Ukraine through the 
Lutheran World Federation.  Donations are used for items such as bedding, hygiene items, food 
and pastoral care through a group of local Eastern Europe Lutheran churches.  You may support 
this effort by writing a check to Swamp Lutheran with the memo marked Ukraine.  We have a 
Disaster offering plate in Narthex.  The church will then send one check to Lutheran Disaster 
who in turn will donate 100% of the donation to assist those impacted by the war in Ukraine. 
 
COMMUNITY EGG HUNT – Our church will host a community egg hunt 
on Saturday, April 16 starting at 10:00AM with a gathering in our social hall.  
Groups will be separated by age groups (Nursery-5th Grade).  Prizes for all 
and snacks provided.  Invite your friends and neighbors! 
 

Pick Six Lenten Offering 
 

This year, Swamp Lutheran will begin a new giving opportunity for Lent: Pick Six.  For 
the six weeks of Lent, we are encouraging you to give a special, weekly offering in addition to 
your regular giving.  The benevolence giving options listed below are opportunities to give to 
ministries benefitting those in need—sharing God’s love outside the walls of Swamp.   

Envelopes with these options listed on them are available on the table in the narthex.  
Please grab a pack of six envelopes (one for each week of Lent).  Call the office if you need 
them mailed to you.    
 

mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com
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Swamp Action Fund: Help those in dire need of support for rent, bill payment, etc. 
 
Community Meal: Contributions to this ministry support the purchase of food and 
supplies for the monthly community meal Swamp supports in the community.   

 
Confirmation Camp: Help subsidize the cost of Confirmation Camp held at Camp 
Kirchenwald in June. 
 

Help bring God's hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives 
have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around 
the world. 

 Contributions help provide services to people in our community in the areas of 
food, clothing, fuel, transportation, and meals on wheels.  
 

Swamp Food Pantry: Contributions support Swamp’s ministry of food to those 
challenged by food insecurity. 

 
Contributions to this ministry support the work to eradicate 
hunger in the United States and throughout the world 
financially.  

 
Jan’s Circle of Friends: Contributions to this organization fund efforts to assist 
children coping with domestic violence and parental loss. 
 

Help fund camperships for needy campers.    
 
 

 Support activities and special projects to enrich the lives of senior residents.  
 

This Week in the Parish (April 11 – April 17) 
 
Monday  6:00PM   PACK 95  Frisbee Golf 
   7:30PM   Handbell Rehearsal 
 
Tuesday  7:00PM   Welcome Committee 
       

Wednesday  1:00PM   EASS Food Distribution   
   7:00PM   Choir Rehearsal 
   7:00PM   Property Meeting 
 
Thursday  6:00AM   Breakfast 
   7:30PM   Maundy Thursday Service 
 
Friday   6:00AM   Breakfast 
   8:00PM   Good Friday Service 
 
Saturday  10:00AM   Community Egg Hunt 
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Sunday  6:00AM   Sunrise Worship 
   7:00AM   Breakfast 
   8:30AM   Worship 
 
       

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

May 7   2:00PM   Handbell Choir 
       Reinholds Chapel 

 
May 21  11:00AM-2:00PM  Spring Fling 
 
May 22  4:00PM   Pastor Scott’s Installation 
       Light Dinner following 
 
 

DAILY READINGS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 

Monday, April 11  Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 36:5-11; Hebrews 9:11-15 
John 12:1-11 
Tuesday, April 12  Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 71:1-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
John 12:20-36 
Wednesday, April 13  Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 70; Hebrews 12:1-3 
John 13:21-32 
Maundy Thursday, April 14 Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14; Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; 1 Corinthians  
    11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Good Friday, April 15 Isaiah 52:13—53:12; Psalm 22; Hebrews 10:16-25 or Hebrews  
    4:14-16; 5:7-9; John 18:1—19:42 
Saturday, April 16  Romans 6:3-11; John 20:1-18 
 

 
UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS 

 
Sunday, Resurrection of Our Lord—Easter Day, April 17, 2022 
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 65:17-25 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15:19-26 or Acts 10:34-43 
Luke 24:1-12 or John 20:1-18 
 
 
WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERIES 2022 – RETURNING TO JOY   7PM 
 
 
MAY 26 (ASCENSION) RETURNING WITH JOY  LUKE 24:44-53 
  The Rev. Peter Schwabe-Fry at  Swamp Lutheran Church 
   275 Swamp Church Rd, Reinholds 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

April 10, 2022 
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION / PALM SUNDAY 

Getting Our Hopes Up 

Many of us were warned when we were young, “Don’t get your hopes up,” in case the things we 
were hoping for and working toward didn’t come to fruition. “Why open yourself up to the sting 
of disappointment?” is the practical wisdom contained in this common aphorism. 

When Jesus went into Jerusalem and was greeted by the joyous crowds, he knew it would lead to 
the cross. It doesn’t take divine omniscience to understand that stirring up populist sentiment and 
openly confronting political authorities does not often end well. The suffering and death that 
Jesus was set to experience was the opposite of what the crowd hoped for him, and it may be the 
opposite of what we think we want in a messiah too. But the hope offered by Jesus in his 
suffering and death, while different than what we might expect, never disappoints. God’s 
promise embodies life that is stronger than the shadow of death. Even amid fear and betrayal and 
torture, God will bring about healing. Even amid the finality of death, God will bring 
resurrection and new life. 

As we come to the close of our Lenten journey, we can confidently keep our hopes up, knowing 
that the new world being born in God will never disappoint. It may look nothing like we expect 
or dream about, but we can trust that God’s work will always defy our expectations in ways that 
are more life-giving and world-transforming than we could ever imagine for ourselves. So, get 
your hopes up! God’s work will never let you down. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church 

275 Swamp Church Road, Reinholds, PA 17569 
717-336-2849 

www.swamplutheran.org 
secretary@swamplutheran.org 

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30AM – 12:00 noon 
 

The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 
Cell: 717-598-4663 Email: pastor@swamplutheran.org 

 
Brenda Johnston, Church Secretary – 717-336-2849 
Sue Kreitz, Organist/Choir Director – 717-336-3272 

Doug Kulp, Bell Choir Director – 717-336-7798 
John Frantz, Sexton – 717-606-8994 

Lori Gockley, Council President – 717-733-1095 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:00AM and 9:00AM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:15AM 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pastor@swamplutheran.org
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