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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
April 24, 2022\ 

 
In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. 
Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery 
for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John the 
evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. 
Because it is hard to believe, the risen Jesus will return to us again and again 
in the mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste his 
presence, and offering us his peace. 
 
Hymn      Christ is Risen!  Alleluia!!   ELW 382 
 

1 Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 Risen our victorious head! 
 Sing his praises! Alleluia! 
 Christ is risen from the dead! 
 Gratefully our hearts adore him 
 as his light once more appears; 
 bowing down in joy before him, 
 rising up from griefs and tears. 
 
Refrain 
 Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 Risen our victorious head! 
 Sing his praises! Alleluia! 
 Christ is risen from the dead! 
 
4 Christ is risen! Henceforth never 
 death or hell shall us enthrall. 
 We are Christ's, in him forever 
 we have triumphed over all. 
 All the doubting and dejection 
 of our trembling hearts have ceased; 
 hail the day of resurrection! 
 Let us rise and keep the feast.  Refrain 
 

The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray: 

O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. By 
your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
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First Reading:   ACTS 5:27-32 
 
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. His 
response to the charges of the high priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of 
forgiveness of sin through repentance. 
 
27When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high priest 
questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you 
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on 
us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human 
authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a 
tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to 
Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit 
whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Second Reading:  REVELATION 1:4-8 
 
The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ experienced by a Christian 
prophet named John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, 
and end of all time. 
 
4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn 
of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, 
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 
  The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL:   JOHN 20:19-31 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John 
 Glory to you, O Lord 
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The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to his 
fearful disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings 
of the resurrection are also for those who “have not seen and yet believe.” 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.” 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said 
to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe.” 
 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon     The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 

Prayers of Intercession 

Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” and the response is “Hear our prayer.” 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray together 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever.   Amen. 
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Benediction and Blessing 
 
God, the Author of life, 
Christ, the living Cornerstone, 
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn     Thine Is the Glory     ELW 376 
 
1 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 Angels in bright raiment 
 rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave-clothes 
 where thy body lay. 
 
Refrain 
 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 
3 No more we doubt thee, 
 glorious Prince of life; 
 life is naught without thee; 
 aid us in our strife; 
 make us more than conqu'rors, 
 through thy deathless love; 
 bring us safe through Jordan 
 to thy home above.  Refrain 
 

 
DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Thanks be to God 
 
POSTLUDE    Christ Is Arisen, Alleluia     J. Wayne Kerr 
 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS  are given in honor of the 25th wedding anniversary of Pastor Scott and 
Jen. 
 
SANCTUARY CANDLE is given in memory of loved ones by the congregation. 
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NOTE – Please contact Joyce Stoner if you want to sponsor the Sanctuary Candle or Altar 
Flowers – 717 336-7077. Many Sundays available. Due to increasing gas prices the cost of altar 
flowers will be $45.00 starting May 1, 2022. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MOST CURRENT INFORMATION – Be sure and check our website regularly for updates 
and schedules of ongoing activities of the church.  www.swamplutheran.org.    Church office is 
open from 8:30AM-12PM daily.                    
 
ACTION FUND – Donations are sought for Swamp’s Action Fund to help the needy in our 
community.  Write “Action Fund” in the comment line of your check payable to Swamp 
Lutheran Church.   

 Michael A. Crowther  Alverta Showalter 
 Margaret Elser   Clarice Haws    
 Clyde Showalter  Betty Hornberger 
 Mary Ann Weitzel  Charles Moyer    
 Ella Shirk   Josie Reitz 
     Leona Showalter 

 
Katie Houck       
Shirley Achey – (neighbor of Sue Kreitz)  Janice Ballenger (friend of Connie Taylor) 
Ed Miller      Sue Schultz  
Susan Levan      Hunter Leisey 
Nancy Kulp        Jean Wolf 
Mary Kring (aunt of Linda Ream)    Randy Gockley 
Clair Sweigart      John Frantz   
Janice Moyer Kelly     Joan Long 
Josie Reitz      Margaret Elser  
Erika Eberly(friend of Jennifer Taylor)  Family of Dottie Smith 
Charles Hoppman     Larry Knauer 
David Metzger (friend of Sue Kreitz)   Bill Sweigart (neighbor of Sue Kreitz) 
Cindy Hornberger Stahl    Jodi Showalter 
Melissa Swift (Bea & Edgar Gress’daughter)  John Bergman 

 
When someone is put on the prayer list, we will keep them on for four weeks. After that time, 
they will be taken off unless you make another request to have them put back on. 
 
CIRCLE OF PRAYER -  Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Nancy Kulp, Sue Schultz, Janice Kelly, 
David Metzger, Ed Miller, Margaret Elser, Charles Hoppman, Randy Gockley, Larry Knauer, 
Melissa Swift, Jodi Showalter, John Wesner, John Bergman. 
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES – If you give via the online option, let us know by email 
(secretary@swamplutheran.org) or by phone to the office so that you will no longer receive 
offering envelopes for 2022. 
 
FOOD BANK current needs are ketchup, mustard, snacks and canned tuna.  Our ministry to the 
community continues in strength.  Thank you for your faithfulness. 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
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 Gently Used Sneakers Needed.  Cub Pack 95 is collecting sneakers as a 
fundraiser.  Used sneakers (pairs only; athletic shoes only) may be deposited 
in the bins located in the Narthex and the social hall lobby.  The sneakers will 
be purchased from the Cubs by an organization that resells or recycles them, saving 

landfill space and natural resources while helping the Scouts raise money to fund their 
activities.  Time to clean out your closets! The Cubs are not able to accept any non-
athletic footwear including but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain boots, sandals, slip-ons, 
water socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may be addressed to Cubmaster 
Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or email at pack95reinholds@gmail.com  
 
LAP ROBES – Thank you to those who are knitting and/or crocheting lap robes for the ongoing 
need of the VA Hospital. Please be aware that the church has received a donation of yarn that is 
available for your use.  Please contact Brenda in the office. 
 
UKRAINIAN RELIEF -Lutheran Disaster Response is supporting Ukraine through the 
Lutheran World Federation.  You may support this effort by writing a check to Swamp Lutheran 
with the memo marked Ukraine.  We have a Disaster offering plate in Narthex.  The church will 
then send one check to Lutheran Disaster who in turn will donate 100% of the donation to assist 
those impacted by the war in Ukraine. 
 
US FLAGS - When a US flag becomes worn, faded, torn or soiled, it should be retired and 
replaced with a new flag.  For those of you interested in retiring your worn US flags, please bring 
them to the church.  We will collect them in the church library and deliver them to the Reinholds 
VFW who will arrange for them to be retired in proper fashion.  Thank you for your 
consideration. 

 
GERANIUMS - Orders will be taken for 41/2 inch potted geraniums in celebration of Pentecost 
on Sunday, June 5.  Deadline for orders is May 22.  Cost of each plant is $3.00.  Please contact 
Jodi Showalter at (717) 413-7149. 

NAME _________________________________PHONE NO. ___________________________ 

HOW MANY ____________ 

In Honor of ____________________________________________ 

In Memory of __________________________________________ 

 
ATTENTION THRIVENT FINANCIAL MEMBERS. The Thrivent “Action Teams” 
program is an opportunity for Thrivent members to lead projects that provide service and 
outreach to the community. Thrivent Financial will provide funds of $250 for each project to get 
started and pay for associated expenses. You may request two grants per year. Swamp Lutheran 
has many needs that qualify under this program. If you wish to direct your grant request to help 
with Swamp Lutheran’s activities, please reach out to Lori Gockley who will assist you with the 
process. Email: lgockley2@gmail.com or call 717-203-8551. 
 

mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com
mailto:lgockley2@gmail.com
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – Property committee needs volunteers for May 11 and May 16 at 
5PM.  Spring clean-up and then mulching needed.  Please come prepared to work with gloves in 
hand and rake if possible. 

 
This Week in the Parish (April 25 – May 1) 

 
Monday, April 25  7:30PM   Handbell Choir 
 
Wednesday, April 27  7:00PM   Choir 
    
Sunday, May 1  8:00AM   Worship 
    9:00AM   Worship 
    10:15AM   Sunday School 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

May 7    2:00PM   Handbell Concert 
        Reinholds Chapel 
 
May 21   11:00AM-2:00PM  Spring Fling 
 
May 22   4:00PM   Pastor Scott’s     
        Installation 
        Light Dinner following 
 
May 29    8:30AM   Begin Summer Schedule – One Service 
        No Sunday School 
 

DAILY READINGS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 

Monday, April 25  Psalm 122; Esther 7:1-10; Revelation 1:9-20 
Tuesday, April 26  Psalm 122; Esther 8:1-17; Revelation 2:8-11 
Wednesday, April 27  Psalm 122; Esther 9:1-5, 18-23; Luke 12:4-12 
Thursday, April 28  Psalm 30; Isaiah 5:11-17; Revelation 3:14-22 
Friday, April 29  Psalm 30; Isaiah 6:1-4; Revelation 4:1-11 
Saturday, April 30  Psalm 30; Genesis 18:1-8; Luke 14:12-14 
 

UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS 
 
Sunday, May 1, Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]; Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19 

 
 
LENTEN SERIES 2022 – RETURNING TO JOY   7PM 
 
MAY 26 (ASCENSION) RETURNING WITH JOY  LUKE 24:44-53 
  The Rev. Peter Schwabe-Fry at Swamp Lutheran Church 
  275 Swamp Church Rd., Reinholds 



8 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 

April 24, 2022 
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Wounded Healer 

The Sunday after Easter can feel a little bit like a crash, a return to normalcy after a day of 
unmatched celebration. And yet this is where we live most of our lives: not in celebration, but 
struggling to make ends meet, doing our best to love our imperfect partners and kids, holding on 
to our faith in humanity when people do terrible things, and dealing with our own kinds of 
adversity, hurt, and loss. This is why we need to hear from the one who missed everything, the 
one who still has a lot of questions, the one who is not afraid to open up about his own doubt and 
fear. 

It’s revealing that the one thing Thomas asks to see is Jesus’ scars. He is not looking for another 
miracle or celebration. His connection to Jesus is through his humanity, through his suffering, 
through the things that Thomas could identify with and understand. 

Very often when we are at a crossroads of being trapped in our grief, depression, or anger on the 
one hand and the possibility of moving through on the other, the only person we can really trust 
is someone who has been there before, someone who has walked the road we are traveling and 
lived to tell about it. 

That’s why Christ stands among us today not as one who has finally escaped our humanity but as 
one who is still identified by those marks of love and sacrifice. We see in his wounds a reflection 
of our own pain. When we gather at the table to see and touch for ourselves, we know that the 
risen life he extends to us is real. No matter how many times we missed it the first time, Jesus 
reaches out to include us in the promise of Easter: “Here is my body, here is my blood. Do not 
doubt, but believe.” 

And we, for the first or the thousandth time, reply, “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). 
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SWAMPLUTHERAN CHURCH 
275 Swamp Church Road 
Reinholds, PA 17569 

 
Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church 

275 Swamp Church Road, Reinholds, PA 17569 
717-336-2849 

www.swamplutheran.org 
secretary@swamplutheran.org 

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30AM – 12:00 noon 
 

The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 
Cell: 717-598-4663 Email: pastor@swamplutheran.org 

 
Brenda Johnston, Church Secretary – 717-336-2849 
Sue Kreitz, Organist/Choir Director – 717-336-3272 

Doug Kulp, Bell Choir Director – 717-336-7798 
John Frantz, Sexton – 717-606-8994 

Lori Gockley, Council President – 717-733-1095 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:00AM and 9:00AM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:15AM 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pastor@swamplutheran.org
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