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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 8, 2022 

 
 
The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the 
promise of Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who 
have come out of the great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and 
for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 

my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
 
Hymn      Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!    ELW 385 
 
1 Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! 
 Now is the triumph of our king! 
 To all the world glad news we bring: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
4 Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 
 and sing today with one accord, 
 the life laid down, the life restored: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 

The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray: 

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of 
the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we 
may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading:   ACTS 9:36-43 
 
Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness 
and her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill 
and died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer. 

36Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She 
was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. When they 
had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, 
who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without 
delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room 
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that 
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Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt 
down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, 
and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints 
and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This became known throughout Joppa, and many 
believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a 
tanner. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Second Reading:  REVELATION 7:9-17 
 

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the 
lamb who vanquishes sin and suffering. 

9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed 
in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, 
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing, 
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor 
 and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where 
have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, 
“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
  and worship him day and night within his temple, 
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
  the sun will not strike them, 
  nor any scorching heat; 
 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 
  The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL:   JOHN 10:22-30 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John 
 Glory to you, O Lord 
 
Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father 
are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will never be 
snatched from his hand. 
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22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus 
was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and 
said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us 
plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my 
Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my 
sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given 
me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I 
are one.” 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon     The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 

Prayers of Intercession 

Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” and the response is “Hear our prayer.” 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray together 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever.   Amen. 
 
Benediction and Blessing 
 
God, the Author of life, 
Christ, the living Cornerstone, 
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn     Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia   ELW 369 
 

1 Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia! 
 Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 
 offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! 
 at the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia! 
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4 Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! 
 all your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 
 Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! 
 now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    My Shepherd, You Supply My Need  arr. Jerry van der Pol 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS  are given in memory of their parents, Clair and Minerva Showalter by 
daughters, Joyce, Joan and June and families. 
 
RED ROSE BUDS are given in memory of the birthdays of our mother, Samantha Glover, May 
5th and our uncle, Phillip Glover, May 7th by Haylee, Lillee and Ryelee 
 
SANCTUARY CANDLE is given in memory of her mother, Bertha Becker and mother-in-law, 
Carrie Long by Joan Long. 
 
NOTE – Please contact Joyce Stoner if you want to sponsor the Sanctuary Candle or Altar 
Flowers – 717 336-7077. Many Sundays available. Due to increasing gas prices the cost of altar 
flowers will be $45.00 starting May 1, 2022. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MOST CURRENT INFORMATION – Be sure and check our website regularly for updates 
and schedules of ongoing activities of the church.  www.swamplutheran.org.    Church office is 
open from 8:30AM-12PM daily.                    
 
ACTION FUND – Donations are sought for Swamp’s Action Fund to help the needy in our 
community.  Write “Action Fund” in the comment line of your check payable to Swamp 
Lutheran Church.   

 Michael A. Crowther  Alverta Showalter 
 Margaret Elser   Clarice Haws    
 Clyde Showalter  Betty Hornberger 
 Mary Ann Weitzel  Charles Moyer    
 Ella Shirk   Josie Reitz 
     Leona Showalter 

 
Katie Houck       
Shirley Achey – (neighbor of Sue Kreitz)  Janice Ballenger (friend of Connie Taylor) 
Ed Miller      Sue Schultz  

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
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Susan Levan      Hunter Leisey 
Nancy Kulp        Jean Wolf 
Mary Kring (aunt of Linda Ream)    John Bergman 

Clair Sweigart      John Frantz   
Janice Moyer Kelly     Joan Long 
Josie Reitz      Margaret Elser  
Erika Eberly(friend of Jennifer Taylor)  Family of Thomas Siciliano 
Charles Hoppman     Larry Knauer 
David Metzger (friend of Sue Kreitz)   Bill Sweigart (neighbor of Sue Kreitz) 
Cindy Hornberger Stahl    Jodi Showalter  
Lauren Kelly (fiancée of Lindsey Sauder)  Lisa Buckles (friend of Sue Ellen Knauer) 
Melissa Swift (daughter of Bea & Edgar Gress)  Beaty & Edgar Gress 
 
When someone is put on the prayer list, we will keep them on for four weeks. After that time, 
they will be taken off unless you make another request to have them put back on. 
 
CIRCLE OF PRAYER -  Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Nancy Kulp, Sue Schultz, Janice Kelly, 
David Metzger, Ed Miller, Margaret Elser, Charles Hoppman, Larry Knauer, Melissa Swift, Jodi 
Showalter, John Wesner, John Bergman, Bea & Edgar Gress. 
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES – If you give via the online option, let us know by email 
(secretary@swamplutheran.org) or by phone to the office so that you will no longer receive 
offering envelopes for 2022. 
 
FOOD BANK current needs are ketchup, mustard, snacks and canned tuna.  Our ministry to the 
community continues in strength.  Thank you for your faithfulness. 

 
 Gently Used Sneakers Needed.  Cub Pack 95 is collecting sneakers as a 
fundraiser.  Used sneakers (pairs only; athletic shoes only) may be deposited 
in the bins located in the Narthex and the social hall lobby.  The sneakers will 
be purchased from the Cubs by an organization that resells or recycles them, saving 

landfill space and natural resources while helping the Scouts raise money to fund their 
activities.  Time to clean out your closets! The Cubs are not able to accept any non-
athletic footwear including but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain boots, sandals, slip-ons, 
water socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may be addressed to Cubmaster 
Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or email at pack95reinholds@gmail.com  
 
LAP ROBES – Thank you to those who are knitting and/or crocheting lap robes for the ongoing 
need of the VA Hospital. Please be aware that the church has received a donation of yarn that is 
available for your use.  Please contact Brenda in the office. 
 
UKRAINIAN RELIEF -Lutheran Disaster Response is supporting Ukraine through the 
Lutheran World Federation.  Donations are used for items such as bedding, hygiene items, food 
and pastoral care through a group of local Eastern Europe Lutheran churches.  You may support 
this effort by writing a check to Swamp Lutheran with the memo marked Ukraine.  We have a 
Disaster offering plate in Narthex.  The church will then send one check to Lutheran Disaster 
who in turn will donate 100% of the donation to assist those impacted by the war in Ukraine. 
 
 

mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com
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US FLAGS - When a US flag becomes worn, faded, torn or soiled, it should be retired and 
replaced with a new flag.  For those of you interested in retiring your worn US flags, please bring 
them to the church.  We will collect them in the church library and deliver them to the Reinholds 
VFW who will arrange for them to be retired in proper fashion.  Thank you for your 
consideration. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – Property committee needs volunteers for May 11 and May 16 at 
5PM.  Spring clean-up and then mulching needed.  Please come prepared to work with gloves in 
hand and rake if possible. 

GERANIUMS - Orders will be taken for 41/2 inch potted geraniums in celebration of Pentecost 
on Sunday, June 5.  Deadline for orders is May 22.  Cost of each plant is $3.00.  Please contact 
Jodi Showalter at (717) 413-7149. 

NAME _________________________________PHONE NO. ___________________________ 

HOW MANY ____________ 

In Honor of ____________________________________________ 

In Memory of __________________________________________ 

ATTENTION THRIVENT FINANCIAL MEMBERS. The Thrivent “Action Teams” 
program is an opportunity for Thrivent members to lead projects that provide service and 
outreach to the community. Thrivent Financial will provide funds of $250 for each project to get 
started and pay for associated expenses. You may request two grants per year. Swamp Lutheran 
has many needs that qualify under this program. If you wish to direct your grant request to help 
with Swamp Lutheran’s activities, please reach out to Lori Gockley who will assist you with the 
process. Email: lgockley2@gmail.com or call 717-203-8551. 
 
SLY GAME NIGHT -Youth from 6th grade to 12th grade are invited to a game night on May 15 
from 5PM-8PM.  A walking taco bar dinner, a pinata and games are all included.  Mark your 
calendar and invite a friend! 
 

This Week in the Parish (May 9 – May 15) 
 

Wednesday, May 11  1:00PM   EASS Food Distribution  
    5:00PM   Spring Cleanup   
    7:00PM   Choir 
 
Thursday, May 12  6:30PM   Learning Committee 
  
Sunday, May 15  8:00AM   Worship 
    9:00AM   Worship 
    10:15AM   Sunday School 
    5:00PM-8:00PM  SLY Game Night 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

mailto:lgockley2@gmail.com
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May 16   5:00PM   Mulching 
 

May 21   11:00AM-2:00PM  Spring Fling 
 
May 22   4:00PM   Pastor Scott’s  Installation 
        Light Dinner following 
 
MAY 26   7:00PM   ASCENSION SERVICE 
  The Rev. Peter Schwabe-Fry at Swamp Lutheran Church 
   
 
May 29    8:30AM   Begin Summer     
        Schedule – One Service 
        No Sunday School 
 

DAILY READINGS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 

Monday, May 9  Psalm 121; Ezekiel 1:1-25; Acts 9:19b-31 
Tuesday, May 10  Psalm 121; Ezekiel 1:26—2:1; Acts 26:1-18 
Wednesday, May 11  Psalm 121; Isaiah 6:1-8; Luke 5:1-11 
Thursday, May 12  Psalm 23; Ezekiel 11:1-25; Revelation 5:1-10 
Friday, May 13  Psalm 23; Ezekiel 20:39-44; Revelation 6:1—7:4 
Saturday, May 14  Psalm 23; Ezekiel 28:25-26; Luke 12:29-32 
 

UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS 
 
Sunday, Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 15 
Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

May 8, 2022 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Aligned by Grace 

As a group corners Jesus in the portico at the time of the festival of the Dedication, they are 
intent on determining whether he is the Messiah. Jesus’ response points to two things: the words 
he has spoken and the testimony of his works. Jesus’ words and works are aligned, and this 
integrity is grounded in the unity of Jesus and the Father. 

People are complicated. We have an ability to justify ourselves when our speech and our actions 
do not align. We have a capacity to hold together contradictory ideas, some of which can be full 
of love, others of which can be harmful to our neighbors. We are not sometimes good and 
sometimes sinful, but both at once. 

How does this paradox impact our integrity and our witness? Our words and actions matter in 
that they affect other people. To the extent that we can put effort into aligning our speech and our 
deeds in faithful ways, we should do so, but ultimately it is Jesus who draws us into alignment. 
The voice of Jesus is like the magnetic force that brings the compass needle to point north, or 
like the mechanic who adjusts the alignment on a car so it will steer straight. 

We will inevitably get out of alignment with our values and our faith from time to time, but the 
voice of the Shepherd is always there to invite us back into alignment with grace and love. As we 
seek to live with faithful integrity, we do so with the promise that we cannot be snatched away 
from God. 
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SWAMPLUTHERAN CHURCH 
275 Swamp Church Road 
Reinholds, PA 17569 

 
Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church 

275 Swamp Church Road, Reinholds, PA 17569 
717-336-2849 

www.swamplutheran.org 
secretary@swamplutheran.org 

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30AM – 12:00 noon 
 

The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 
Cell: 717-598-4663 Email: pastor@swamplutheran.org 

 
Brenda Johnston, Church Secretary – 717-336-2849 
Sue Kreitz, Organist/Choir Director – 717-336-3272 

Doug Kulp, Bell Choir Director – 717-336-7798 
John Frantz, Sexton – 717-606-8994 

Lori Gockley, Council President – 717-733-1095 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:00AM and 9:00AM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:15AM 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pastor@swamplutheran.org
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