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         SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
JULY 17, 2022 

 
Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the faithful, again and 
again, to “listen up!”—to heed the word that gives life. So it was with Abraham 
and Sarah, Mary and Martha, and the early church at Colossae. So it is today as we 
join the assembly to hear the word of God, the word of life. 

 
 
Hymn      When Morning Gilds the Skies     ELW 853 
 
1 When morning gilds the skies, 
 my heart awaking cries: 
 may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 When evening shadows fall, 
 this rings my curfew call: 
 may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, 
 sing, all who see his face, 
 sing, "Jesus Christ be praised!" 
 God's whole creation o'er, 
 today and evermore 
 shall Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray: 

Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the cares of 
our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your word above all else, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading:   GENESIS 18:1-10a 
 
The LORD visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-awaited promise of the birth of a 
child will be fulfilled for them in their old age. 
 
1The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in 
the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he 
ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3He said, “My lord, if I 
find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash your 
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh 
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, 
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“Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready 
quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7Abraham ran to the herd, and 
took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8Then he took 
curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them 
under the tree while they ate. 
 9They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10aThen one 
said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” 
    
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 

Second Reading:  COLOSIANS 1:15-28 
 
This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of God is “Christ in you.” Because 
Christ is present in the church, Christians share in his life, suffering, and glory. 
 
15[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;16for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17He 
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place 
in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God 
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. 
 21And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now 
reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and 
irreproachable before him—23provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in 
the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been 
proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel. 
 24I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is 
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 25I became its servant 
according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully 
known, 26the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been 
revealed to his saints. 27To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the 
riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28It is he whom we 
proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ. 
 
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL:   LUKE 10:38-42 
 
 The Holy Gospel according to Luke 
 Glory to you, O Lord 
 
During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha that her concern for her 
many tasks distracts from the one thing that precedes all else: abiding in the presence of God. 
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38Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a 
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39She had a sister named Mary, who sat at 
the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 40But Martha was distracted by her many 
tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all 
the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” 41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, 
you are worried and distracted by many things; 42there is need of only one thing. Mary has 
chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.” 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon     The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 

Prayers of Intercession 

Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” and the response is “Hear our prayer.” 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray together 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever.   
Amen. 
 
Benediction and Blessing 
 
The God of peace, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 
Amen. 
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Hymn    How Small Our Span of Life     ELW 636 
 

1 How small our span of life, O God, 
our years from birth till death: 
a single beat within the heart, 
the catching of a breath, 
a drop within the ocean's deep, 
a grain upon the shore, 
a flash of light before we sleep 
to see the sun no more. 

 
4 We thank you, God, for kindling faith 

that lights our transient years, 
illumining our pilgrimage 
through mists of doubt and fears; 
for hope that sees a life beyond 
the swiftly passing days; 
for love, both human and divine, 
that lifts our hearts to praise. 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Blessed Jesus, At Your Word    J. Wayne Kerr 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS  - Given in memory of loved ones by the congregation. 
 
SANCTUARY CANDLE is given in memory of loved ones by the congregation. 
 
NOTE – Please contact Joyce Stoner if you want to sponsor the Sanctuary Candle or Altar 
Flowers – 717 336-7077. Many Sundays available. Due to increasing gas prices the cost of altar 
flowers will be $45.00 starting May 1, 2022. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER -  Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Nancy Kulp, Sue Schultz,  David 
Metzger, Ed Miller, Margaret Elser, Charles Hoppman, Larry Knauer, Melissa Gress Swift, Jodi 
Showalter, John Wesner, John Bergman, Beaty & Edgar Gress, Michael Wargo, Nancy Leffler, 
Jan Lorah, Alicia Brubaker (Pastor Scott’s niece), LuAnn Shuman. 
 
MOST CURRENT INFORMATION – Be sure and check our website regularly for updates 
and schedules of ongoing activities of the church.  www.swamplutheran.org.    Church office is 
open from 8:30AM-12PM daily.               
 
 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
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ACTION FUND – Donations are sought for Swamp’s Action Fund to help the needy in our 
community.  Write “Action Fund” in the comment line of your check payable to Swamp 
Lutheran Church.   
 

 Michael A. Crowther  Alverta Showalter 
 Margaret Elser   Clarice Haws    
 Clyde Showalter  Betty Hornberger 
 Mary Ann Weitzel  Charles Moyer    
 Ella Shirk    
     Leona Showalter 

       
Shirley Achey – (neighbor of Sue Kreitz)  Katie Houck 
Ed Miller      Sue Schultz  
Susan Levan      Hunter Leisey 
Nancy Kulp        Jean Wolf 
Mary Kring (aunt of Linda Ream)    John Bergman 

Clair Sweigart      John Frantz   
Joan Long      Beaty & Edgar Gress 
Jan Lorah      Margaret Elser  
Nancy Leffler      Melissa Swift (daughter of Bea & Edgar Gress) 

Charles Hoppman     Larry Knauer 
David Metzger (friend of Sue Kreitz)   Bill Sweigart (neighbor of Sue Kreitz) 
Cindy Hornberger Stahl    Lisa Buckles (friend of Sue Ellen Knauer) 
     
When someone is put on the prayer list, we will keep them on for four weeks. After that time, 
they will be taken off unless you make another request to have them put back on. 
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES – If you give via the online option, let us know by email 
(secretary@swamplutheran.org) or by phone to the office so that you will no longer receive 
offering envelopes for 2022. 
 
FOOD BANK current needs are snacks, tuna and cereal.  Thank you. 

 
 Gently Used Sneakers Needed.  Cub Pack 95 is collecting sneakers as a 
fundraiser.  Used sneakers (pairs only; athletic shoes only) may be deposited 
in the bins located in the Narthex and the social hall lobby.  The sneakers will 
be purchased from the Cubs by an organization that resells or recycles them, saving 

landfill space and natural resources while helping the Scouts raise money to fund their 
activities.  Time to clean out your closets! The Cubs are not able to accept any non-
athletic footwear including but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain boots, sandals, slip-ons, 
water socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may be addressed to Cubmaster 
Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or email at pack95reinholds@gmail.com  
 
LAP ROBES – Thank you to those who are knitting and/or crocheting lap robes for the ongoing 
need of the VA Hospital. Please be aware that the church has received a donation of yarn that is 
available for your use.  Please contact Brenda in the office. 
 
US FLAGS – When a US flag becomes worn, faded, torn or soiled, it should be retired and 
replaced with a new flag.  For those of you interested in retiring your worn US flags, please bring 

mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com
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them to the church.  We will collect them in the church library and deliver them to the Reinholds 
VFW who will arrange for them to be retired in proper fashion.  Thank you. 
 
UKRAINIAN RELIEF -Lutheran Disaster Response is supporting Ukraine through the 
Lutheran World Federation.  Donations are used for items such as bedding, hygiene items, food 
and pastoral care through a group of local Eastern Europe Lutheran churches.  You may support 
this effort by writing a check to Swamp Lutheran with the memo marked Ukraine.  We have a 
Disaster offering plate in Narthex.  The church will then send one check to Lutheran Disaster 
who in turn will donate 100% of the donation to assist those impacted by the war in Ukraine. 
 
ATTENTION THRIVENT FINANCIAL MEMBERS. The Thrivent “Action Teams” 
program is an opportunity for Thrivent members to lead projects that provide service and 
outreach to the community. Thrivent Financial will provide funds of $250 for each project to get 
started and pay for associated expenses. You may request two grants per year. Swamp Lutheran 
has many needs that qualify under this program. If you wish to direct your grant request to help 
with Swamp Lutheran’s activities, please reach out to Lori Gockley who will assist you with the 
process. Email: lgockley2@gmail.com or call 717-203-8551. 
 
LWR SCHOOL KITS— Last year, Swamp assembled and delivered 108 backpacks to the 
LWR pick-up site. Thank you to all who donated supplies and helped us reach this goal!   
 

We are presently accepting donations of items for this year’s Lutheran World Relief School Kit 
Project through the end of September. Please help make this year’s project a success. Donations 
may be given to Jane Lesher, Denise Null and Connie Taylor.  Questions to Debbie Carvell 
717-336-5638. 
 

Items most needed: notebooks, scissors, crayons, and pens.   
Items not needed: No backpacks (thanks to Jane!)  No pencils thanks to a generous donor.  
  

We appreciate everyone following the guidelines listed below, as Lutheran World Relief will not 
send anything that doesn’t adhere to these guidelines. Each backpack will contain:   

 70-80 sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper approximately 8” x 10 ½” – 4 per 
backpack 

 30-centimeter ruler or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other side – 
1 per backpack 

 Pencil sharpeners – 1 per backpack 
 Blunt scissors (safety scissors).  (They must say this on the packaging) – 1 per backpack 
 Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers – 5 per backpack (We have enough) 
 Black or blue ink pens – 5 per backpack  
 Packs of 16 or 24 crayons – 1 pack per backpack 
 2 ½” erasers – 1 per backpack 

 
Cub Scout Fundraiser – SUBWAY is supporting Pack 95 on Tuesday, July 19 from 
4:00PM-7:00PM.  Eat at SUBWAY, 2350 Reading Road, Denver, PA and a portion of 
the proceeds that day will go to PACK 95.  Thank you for your support! 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lgockley2@gmail.com
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This Week in the Parish (July 18 – July 24) 
 

July 17 – July 21  6:30PM-8:00PM    VBS  
 
July 19    4:00PM – 7:00PM   Subway Fundraiser Pack 95 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

DAILY READINGS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 

Monday, July 18 Psalm 119:97-104; Exodus 18:1-12; Colossians 1:27—2:7 
Tuesday, July 19 Psalm 119:97-104; Proverbs 9:1-18; 1 John 2:1-6 
Wednesday, July 20 Psalm 119:97-104; Deuteronomy 12:1-12; John 6:41-51 
Thursday, July 21 Psalm 138; Esther 2:19—3:6; Acts 1:15-20 
Friday, July 22 Psalm 138; Esther 3:7-15; Acts 2:22-36 
Saturday, July 23 Psalm 138; Esther 4:1-17; Luke 8:22-25 
 

UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS 
 

Sunday, July 24 Genesis 18:20-32; Psalm 138; Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19] 
Luke 11:1-13 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church 

275 Swamp Church Road, Reinholds, PA 17569 
717-336-2849 

www.swamplutheran.org 
secretary@swamplutheran.org 

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30AM – 12:00 noon 
 

The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 
Cell: 717-598-4663 Email: pastor@swamplutheran.org 

 
Brenda Johnston, Church Secretary – 717-336-2849 
Sue Kreitz, Organist/Choir Director – 717-336-3272 

Doug Kulp, Bell Choir Director – 717-336-7798 
John Frantz, Sexton – 717-606-8994 

Lori Gockley, Council President – 717-733-1095 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:30AM 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pastor@swamplutheran.org
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

July 17, 2022 
LECTIONARY 16 
Intentional Attention 

We set the table just so. We light fresh taper candles. We mop the floor and put out the best 
china. We carefully attend to the recipe, being sure to exclude any allergens and to include tons 
of home-cooked flavor. 

Many of us have been taught how to be hospitable to guests in our home. In fact, there’s a whole 
industry dedicated to hospitality and making others feel welcome in new places! 

But today we are reminded that hospitality is not just a matter of attention to detail, but of 
attention to the individual guests too. 

Though this text is often used to pit Mary and Martha against one another in the hearts of hearers 
(with Mary often winning that contest), perhaps it is less about either/or and more a both/and 
situation. 

Jesus is on the scene, and Martha is so busy trying to make him feel welcome that she neglects to 
pay attention to him. Certainly, he is the focus of her work (she wants the place ready for him!), 
but when it comes to Jesus, his words are at a premium, and Mary devotes her attention to 
making him feel welcome by making him feel heard. 

Martha is not wrong in her desire to create the right environment. Her intention is right. Being 
welcoming is serious business and takes time and effort (and she could probably use her sister’s 
help to get the work done!). But what good is a clean house and a good meal at the expense of 
the guests being seen, heard, and truly known? 

For heavenly hospitality in homes, churches, and communities, it is not enough to set the table 
and invite the guests. They must be listened to, heard, and given attention. Both intention and 
attention must be considered for true hospitality to be shown. In Jesus, God shows humanity 
both. 
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