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         SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 25, 2022 

 
Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” 
visible to us, of whom we are aware) is an essential component of good 
stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the snare of 
wealth. It is the one whom death could not hold—who comes to us risen 
from the dead—who can free us from the death grip of greed. 
 

Hymn      Gather Us In        ELW 532 
      
1 Here in this place the new light is streaming, 
 now is the darkness vanished away; 
 see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
 brought here to you in the light of this day. 
 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
 gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
 call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
4 Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
 not in some heaven, light years away— 
 here in this place the new light is shining, 
 now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
 Gather us in and hold us forever, 
 gather us in and make us your own; 
 gather us in, all peoples together, 
 fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray: 

 
O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your 
grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 

FIRST READING    Amos  6:1a, 4-7 
 
The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing but rather 
sorrow, because God’s people have forgotten how to share their wealth with the poor. The 
wealthy will be the first to go into exile when judgment comes. 
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 1aAlas for those who are at ease in Zion, 
  and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 
 4Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, 
  and lounge on their couches, 
 and eat lambs from the flock, 
  and calves from the stall; 
 5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, 
  and like David improvise on instruments of music; 
 6who drink wine from bowls, 
  and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 
  but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
 7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 
  and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 
 
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 

SECOND READING    1 Timothy 6:6-19 
 
Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for daily 
life. His priorities will be different from those of people who merely want to be rich. 
 
6Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we brought nothing 
into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and clothing, we will be 
content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 
 
 11But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which 
you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses. 13In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his 
testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14to keep the 
commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he 
will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords. 16It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, 
whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
 17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for 
our enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to 
share, 19thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that 
they may take hold of the life that really is life. 
 
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL:   LUKE 16:19-31 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to Luke 
 Glory to you, O Lord 
 

Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.” 
Jesus makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the 
prophets. 
 

[Jesus said:] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, 21who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs 
would come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be 
with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being 
tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, 
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that 
during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but 
now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and 
no one can cross from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s 
house—28for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into 
this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen 
to them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon     The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 

Prayers of Intercession 

Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” and the response is “Hear our prayer.” 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray together 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever.    Amen. 
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Benediction and Blessing 
 
God, who gives life to all things 
and frees us from despair, 
bless you with truth and peace. 
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn  Rise Up, O Saints of God     ELW 669 
 
 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  Canticle of the Turning    Irish Traditional 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS  - Given in memory of loved ones by the congregation. 
 
SANCTUARY CANDLE is given in memory of memory of Alverta Showalter by the 
congregation. 
 
NOTE – Please contact Joyce Stoner if you want to sponsor the Sanctuary Candle or Altar 
Flowers – 717 336-7077. Many Sundays available. The cost of altar flowers is $45.00. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER -  Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Nancy Kulp, Sue Schultz,  David 
Metzger, Ed Miller, Family of Margaret Elser, Charles Hoppman, Melissa Gress Swift, John 
Wesner, John Bergman, Beaty & Edgar Gress, Michael Wargo, Nancy Leffler, Jan Lorah, Luann 
Shuman, Nettie Kriener, Glenn Beard, Sr.,  Family of Alverta Showalter, Clair Sweigart, Dottie 
Good, family of Sister Phyllis Enck, JJ Johnson, Larry Knauer, Family of Dottie Good. 
 

MOST CURRENT INFORMATION – Be sure and check our website regularly for updates 
and schedules of ongoing activities of the church.  www.swamplutheran.org.    Church office is 
open from 8:30AM-12PM daily.               
 

ACTION FUND – Donations are sought for Swamp’s Action Fund to help the needy in our 
community.  Write “Action Fund” in the comment line of your check payable to Swamp 
Lutheran Church.   
 

 Michael A. Crowther  Clarice Haws    
 Clyde Showalter  Betty Hornberger 
 Mary Ann Weitzel  Charles Moyer    
 Ella Shirk    
     Leona Showalter 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
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Shirley Achey – (neighbor of Sue Kreitz)  Katie Houck 
Susan Levan      Jean Wolf 
Bill Sweigart (neighbor of Sue Kreitz)   Clair Sweigart   
Mary Kring (aunt of Linda Ream)    Joan Long 
Nancy Leffler       
Lisa Buckles (friend of Sue Ellen Knauer)  
 

When someone is put on the prayer list, we will keep them on for four weeks. After that time, 
they will be taken off unless you make another request to have them put back on. 
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES – If you give via the online option, let us know by email 
(secretary@swamplutheran.org) or by phone to the office so that you will no longer receive 
offering envelopes for 2022. 
 

FOOD BANK – Needs of the food bank are ongoing and need replenished monthly.  Currently, 
there is a shortage of canned fruits, all starches, condiments, mac and cheese, rice,  jelly and 
canned meat & tuna.  Thank you for helping as you are able. 
 

 Gently Used Sneakers Needed.  Cub Pack 95 is collecting sneakers as a 
fundraiser.  Used sneakers (pairs only; athletic shoes only) may be deposited 
in the bins located in the Narthex and the social hall lobby.  The sneakers will 
be purchased from the Cubs by an organization that resells or recycles them, saving 

landfill space and natural resources while helping the Scouts raise money to fund their 
activities.  Time to clean out your closets! The Cubs are not able to accept any non-
athletic footwear including but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain boots, sandals, slip-ons, 
water socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may be addressed to Cubmaster 
Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or email at pack95reinholds@gmail.com  
 
UKRAINIAN RELIEF -Lutheran Disaster Response is supporting Ukraine through the 
Lutheran World Federation.  Donations are used for items such as bedding, hygiene items, food 
and pastoral care through a group of local Eastern Europe Lutheran churches.  You may support 
this effort by writing a check to Swamp Lutheran with the memo marked Ukraine.  We have a 
Disaster offering plate in Narthex.  The church will then send one check to Lutheran Disaster 
who in turn will donate 100% of the donation to assist those impacted by the war in Ukraine. 
 
KENTUCKY RELIEF - Beginning on July 27, a line of severe storms dumped record amounts 
of rain on eastern Kentucky, overflowing rivers and creeks onto streets and neighborhoods. 
Rising waters are damaging infrastructure, including roads, bridges and power lines, which 
hinders rescue efforts. The flooding has destroyed hundreds of homes and other buildings and 
disrupted the lives of families. As the waters recede and the full scope of the damage is assessed, 
Lutheran Disaster Response will work with the Indiana-Kentucky Synod and local communities 
to focus on long-term needs.  Please write your check to Swamp Lutheran and mark the memo 
with Kentucky Relief and put in the Disaster Offering plate in the Narthex. 
 
US FLAGS – When a US flag becomes worn, faded, torn or soiled, it should be retired and 
replaced with a new flag.  For those of you interested in retiring your worn US flags, please bring 
them to the church.  We will collect them in the church library and deliver them to the Reinholds 
VFW who will arrange for them to be retired in proper fashion.  Thank you. 
 

mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com
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ATTENTION THRIVENT FINANCIAL MEMBERS. The Thrivent “Action Teams” 
program is an opportunity for Thrivent members to lead projects that provide service and 
outreach to the community. Thrivent Financial will provide funds of $250 for each project to get 
started and pay for associated expenses. You may request two grants per year. Swamp Lutheran 
has many needs that qualify under this program. If you wish to direct your grant request to help 
with Swamp Lutheran’s activities, please reach out to Lori Gockley who will assist you with the 
process. Email: lgockley2@gmail.com or call 717-203-8551. 
 
LAP ROBES – Thank you to those who are knitting and/or crocheting lap robes for the ongoing 
need of the VA Hospital. Please be aware that the church has received a donation of yarn that is 
available for your use.  Please contact Brenda in the office. 
 

BLESSING OF THE PETS – On October 2 at 11:30AM under the Portico we will provide a 
service of blessing.  Please bring your tame and leashed/caged pets or a picture to the rear of the 
church under the carport. 
 
GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS - On Sunday, October 2 from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m., we will meet at 108 E. Main,  the Homes of Hope property in 
Adamstown, next to Bollman Hat Company, for our "God's Work. Our 
Hands." project. We will do cleaning, painting, outside maintenance, organizing and other 
work. Call the office or speak with Pastor Scott if you plan on helping. 

This Week in the Parish (September 26 – October 2) 

September 26  7:00PM    Handbells 

September 28  7:00PM    Choir 

September 29  7:00PM    SLY Leaders Meeting 

October 2  11:30AM    Blessing of Pets 
1:00PM-4:00PM  God’s Work, Our Hands 

        Homes of Hope 
        Adamstown 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

October 8  Time TBD               SLY DC Day Trip 
 
October 22  Time TBD    Pig Stomach Take Out 
 
October 29  7:00AM-10:00AM   All You Can Eat Buffet 

 

 

 

mailto:lgockley2@gmail.com
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DAILY READINGS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 

Monday, September 26  Psalm 62; Amos 6:8-14; Revelation 3:14-22 
Tuesday, September 27 Psalm 62; Hosea 10:9-15; James 5:1-6 
Wednesday, September 28 Psalm 62; Hosea 12:2-14; Matthew 19:16-22 
Thursday, September 29 Psalm 37:1-9; 2 Kings 18:1-8, 28-36; Revelation 2:8-11 
Friday, September 30  Psalm 37:1-9; 2 Kings 19:8-20, 35-37; Revelation 2:12-29 

Saturday, October 1  Psalm 37:1-9; Isaiah 7:1-9; Matthew 20:29-34 
 

UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS 
 
Sunday, October 2  Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Psalm 37:1-9 

2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10 

 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 

September 25, 2022 
LECTIONARY 26 

Optical Illusions 

Have you ever seen one of those pictures that changes depending on how you look at it? Is it a 
rabbit or a duck? Is it a vase or two faces looking at one another? A young woman or an old one? 
Sometimes our first impression of something gets in the way of us seeing it another way. 

In the parable Jesus tells today, there is a man with wealth and influence who has always seen his 
life as a success. That success seems all the more pronounced in contrast to a poor, sick beggar 
who is always hanging around the entrance to his house. But when the rich man dies, he realizes 
that his life was actually the opposite of what he thought. It was not his possessions or status that 
mattered; it was the justice and love he showed to others. When it came to those things, he was 
far more impoverished and much sicker than the man he looked down on every day. 

When we look at our own lives, it can be easy to get stuck in just one way of seeing them. If we 
focus on worldly standards, we may judge ourselves as successes or failures in ways that are out 
of touch with how God sees us. With this parable, Jesus calls us to new ways of looking at 
ourselves. Where are we missing the opportunities right outside our front door to act with love 
and justice for our siblings near and far? 

In Christian worship, we gather to practice the way our lives and our world appear to God. We 
lift up the cries that have gone unheard. We look at one another and ourselves through the 
redemptive waters of baptism. We feed one another around the table that Christ sets for us all in 
our common need. As witnesses to God’s truth, we send one another forth to shatter misguided 
illusions in the world around us. 
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SWAMPLUTHERAN CHURCH 
275 Swamp Church Road 
Reinholds, PA 17569 

 
Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church 

275 Swamp Church Road, Reinholds, PA 17569 
717-336-2849 

www.swamplutheran.org 
secretary@swamplutheran.org 

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30AM – 12:00 noon 
 

The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 
Cell: 717-598-4663 Email: pastor@swamplutheran.org 

 
Sue Kreitz, Organist/Choir Director – 717-336-3272 

Doug Kulp, Bell Choir Director – 717-336-7798 
John Frantz, Sexton – 717-606-8994 

Lori Gockley, Council President – 717-733-1095 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:00AM & 9:00AM 
  SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:15AM 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pastor@swamplutheran.org
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