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On October 30,
we celebrated Refor-
mation Sunday. Here at
Swamp Lutheran, we con-
tinue to reform. Perhaps
not theologically like Mar-
tin Luther did, but we do
adjust our ministry.

We have just in-
troduced a new Zoom
Bible Study on Tuesday
evenings at 6 pm. Each
week, we will engage the
Gospel lesson from the
previous Sunday. We
follow a study guide pro-
vided by the ELCA that
helps us to dig deeper into
the text. We do some
reading and respond to
questions. The discussions
can really help us to gain a
fuller understanding.

| encourage you
to check it out as it can
really help with your faith
journey. The link is the
same every week, while
the study guide changes
weekly. Look for the

Fvom Pastor Scatt

weekly emails containing the
study guide and link. In case
you miss the email, here is the
Zoom link: https://
usOéweb.zoom.us/
j/83953107027?
pwd=NUIVSndsMUIyR000
T1IbmxFbGc5UT09

| also encourage you
to take note of the various
events taking place at Swamp
in the next two months as we
head into Advent and Christ-
mas. Discipleship opportuni-
ties abound.

As we look forward
to Thanksgiving, | am reminded
of all the blessings we receive
from God, and | am thankful. |
can’t believe it, but it has been
one year since | began serving
as your pastor. | am so very
grateful for your support and
partnership in ministry. | have
felt the Spirit at work through

ou.

It is also the Holy
Spirit at work in our hearts as
we each respond faithfully to
our fall Generosity Appeal
which involves each of us com-

NOVEMBER 2022

pleting and returning our giving
intention forms during worship
on November 6. You will re-
ceive a letter and an intention
form the first week of Novem-
ber. Please prayerfully consider
how your increased monetary
gifts can help grow our ministry
reach here at Swamp as we
seek to share the Gospel.

And, if you don’t use it
already, please consider enrol-
ling in our secure automatic
online giving program. It is an
easy way to maintain your giving
throughout the year. | love it. |
call it “Set it and Forget it.” No
fussing with checks and enve-
lopes or trying to remember all
that. Check out the link here:
https://swamplutheran.org/
giving. If you have questions or
need assistance, our co-
treasurers can assist you.

Let’s all live our lives
generously and gratefully, trust-
ing in God’s promises to pro-
vide and guide. It’s what living an
abundant life is all about.

In Christ,

Pastor Scett

sy

THERE IS ALWAYS

*fL SOMETHING TO BE THANKFUL FOR
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Church Office Requests

Please call the church office
at 717-336-2849 when:

L] You are in the hospi-
tal or prior to going to
the hospital (or have a
relative call for you). In an

L] You are going to
a rehab center or a
nursing home.

L] There is a change
in your family status
(birth, death, marriage,

Important for keeping
data base current.

L] You schedule a
meeting or an event
of a group or commit-
tee. To be open and

I/%Z% emergency, call Pastor Bru-

or divorce). communicative with

From the ¢/Pastor baker at 717-598-4663. 0y ,
O You are confined ou move to a everyone, we would !lke
to your home for new home, move to include all scheduling

. out of the area, or  on the Church Calendar
an e.xtended period go away to college  and in the Weekly Bulle-
,Of time becz.tuse of or graduate school. tin.
illness or accident.
Earl Myers Ed Miller e
Katie Houck Larry Knauer
Joan Long Nettie Krieder

Beaty & Edgar Gress

Deb Leed

Michael A. Crowther

Shirley Achey—neighbor of Sue Kreitz
Mary Kring—aunt of Linda Ream
David Metzger (friend of Sue Kreitz)

Hunter Leisey
Susan Levan

Clair Sweigart
Nancy Kulp
Charles Hoppman
Michael Wargo

Jan Lorah johr) Bergman _ When someone is put on the
Glenn Beard, Sr.  Melissa Gress Swift prayers list, we will keep them on
Jean Wolf Grace Ranck for four weeks. After that time,

John Frantz Reba Ranck they will be taken off unless you
Larry Knauer Family of Irene Myers make another request to have
Pam Cipa Faith Moyer them put back on.

Eileen Lied

Ephrata Area Social Services and Swamp Lutheran Church continue on a
monthly cycle to partner with food distribution. Monthly on the second
Wednesday we distribute food boxes on behalf of EASS. Currently, there is a
shortage of canned carrots, mixed vegetables, beets. pears and peaches, toma-
to soup, rice and canned chicken and spam and paper towels. Thank you for
helping as you are able.

HOMES oF HOPE FUNDRAISER
NOVEMBER 12 | :00AM—2:00PM
ST. JOHN’s UCC, DENVER
Come by and buy a cheesesteak sandwich as a support to Home of Hope.




NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

DONNA HILL 11/5

24 ASPEN DRIVE GAIL BACHMAN [1/24

MANHEIM, PA 17545 675 BLUE LAKE ROAD
DENVER, PA 17517

DEB HENLY 11/03

505 S. SIXTH STREET ROBERT HERSHEY, JR. 11/26

DENVER, PA 17517 46 STONY RUN VILLAGE
DENVER, PA 17517

TESS SHANK 11/07

712 LINCOLN GARDENS RD
EPHRATA, PA 17522

DOLORES D’AIELLO /17
62 SPECK ROAD
MOHNTON, PA 19540

Questions may be addressed to Cubmaster Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or
email at pack95reinholds@gmail.com. Excited to share that we have 3 new

Cubs and 3 new adult helpers. Adult Volunteers are always needed.

TAKE NOTE

November 12 Hanging of Bags for Scouting for Food

November 19  Collection of food bags. Please have bags out by 8:00AM.
All donations are for the Swamp Food Pantry.

November 21  Ephrata Police Station Tour

November 28  Thanksgiving Break—No Meeting

R & K Sub fundraiser to take place in November. Please contact Travis for
information.

@;\&W”o%

" ﬂ Clyde Showalter
_'l:_!!. AR w Mary Ann Weitzel

Michael A. Crowther

Please put these changes in J‘/ﬁfsm%me Clarice Haws
ENTS

your pictorial directory. RES | D Betty Hornberger

Please let us know if you have Charles Moyer
change of address, email or Ella Shirk
phone number. Leona Showalter
Anna Adams

secretary@swamplutheran.org



mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com

SLY UPCOMING EVENTS
JOIN US and BRING YOUR FRIENDS

November 20  5-8PM Thanksgiving Meal

December 4 [0:I15AM  Hospitality Baskets

December 17 Wreaths Across America
Indiantown Gap

WREATH SPONSORSHIP

WREATHS

— (CFORS

you’ll honor an American hero at one of more than 2,800 AMERICA

locations nationwide this year on Wreaths Across America Day. It’s a day

What does it mean to sponsor a wreath? It means

that’s been set aside to lay wreaths at the places where we remember,
honor and teach about our veterans: cemeteries, monuments, parks... Any-
where we can pay tribute to their sacrifices. We can’t do that without
your support, though. Your sponsorship will ensure that a wreath is hand-
crafted of all-American balsam and hand-tied with a red velvet bow here in
Columbia Falls, Maine. It will then be sent to one of our participating loca-
tions, where a volunteer will place it on the marker of a fallen hero. That
volunteer will then “say their name” to ensure that the legacy of duty, ser-
vice and sacrifice of that veteran is never forgotten. So, what does it mean
to sponsor a wreath? It means you have the opportunity to join a grateful
nation in saying “thank you” to our veterans.

Wreath sponsorships are available for $15 each. Five dollars of
every wreath purchased is returned to the Swamp Lutheran Youth Group
to help support our activities throughout the year. Checks can be made
payable to the Swamp Lutheran Youth Group. Look for the youth
and youth leaders to be in the narthex over the next few weeks to collect
sponsorship money and answer questions.

Please join the Swamp Lutheran Youth Group on Saturday
December 17, 2022, to lay a wreath at the Indiantown Gap Na-
tional Cemetery in Lebanon County Pennsylvania! We will meet

at church at 10:30am to travel to the cemetery.




R )

November 6 All Saint’s Sunday

November 20 Christ the King Sunday  Pastor Henry Herbener

November 23 Joint Thanksgiving Eve Service 7:00PM, Mellingers
Pastor Scott Preaching

December 4 Hanging of the Greens (during Sunday School)

December 10 Bell Choir Concert, Reinholds Chapel 2:00PM

December || Worship 8:30AM, Congregational Meeting Follows

December || Night of Music at 7:00PM

December 17 Wreaths Across America

December 18 Bell Choir Concert, Coleman Chapel 7:00PM

December 24 Christmas Eve Service 4:00PM and 7:00PM

December 25 Worship 8:30AM Lessons and Carols

January | Worship 8:30AM Pastor Bob Kramer

Have you updated your will and remembered the
ministry of Christ at Swamp Lutheran?

Swamp Lutheran Church can be named a benefi-
ciary in your will and/or in your life insurance

policy.

Give a gift that celebrates your life and
commitment to Christ!

Swamp's Night of Music will be held on Sunday, December ||
at 7:00 PM. Anyone interested in sharing their talent, please

contact Sue Kreitz at 717-283-9444 or speak to Sue anytime
at church.

Donations of cookies for refreshments after the program are always
appreciated. Thank you!

NIGHT OF MUSIC g%
]

KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS NEEDED
It has come to our attention that patients at the VA Medical Center in Lebanon

need Lap Robes. The size of the Lap Robe needed is 3.5’ x 5’ and may be knitted,
crocheted, or made of fleece. Since the Lap Robes are sent home
with the patient when they leave the VA, there is an ongoing need
for them. If you currently make prayer shawls, please consider
switching to making Lap Robes. Yarn is available from the
church, if needed. . We will be collecting the Lap Robes in the
Church Library. So far the church has delivered 25 lap robes to
the VA in Lebanon. Thank you to all continuing to work on this |
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CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
OCTOBER 19, 2022

Ministries:
Homes of Hope
God’s work-Our hands was held October 2™ from | to 4 at the Homes of Hope
property in Adamstown. |8 members of Swamp Lutheran assisted with cleaning
and various maintenance work at the transitional housing home.
Service Committee
100 community meals served
Helping Hands
Food Bank served |7 families
Pig stomach on October 22™, sold out 106 pig stomachs
Welcome
90 cards mailed
November we will be honoring our Veterans by doing a service project
Learning
Rally Day was held in September
120 student backpacks made
Youth
October 30" Halloween/All Saints Party
November 20 our youth will be preparing a Thanksgiving meal for a needy family
Hospitality baskets during Hanging of the Greens Sunday
Scouts
Camping weekend of October 22™ with Troop |15
October 29" — Halloween Party

Upcoming Activities:

Weekly Zoom Bible study that focuses on the Gospel text from the previous Sunday
on Tuesdays at 6pm beginning on October 25™.

A joint Thanksgiving Eve worship service with Mellinger’s will occur on November
23" at 7 pm hosted by Mellinger’s. Pastor Brubaker will be preaching and both
choirs will sing. Next year, the expectation is that Swamp will host with Pastor
Craven preaching.

November 6™, All Saints Day




Fundraisers:
October 29" from 7:00-10:00 there will be a breakfast buf-

fet fundraiser at Swamp Lutheran Church for the disas-

ter trips that Pastor Glenn Beard coordinates
November 12% from 11-2 there will be a cheesesteak fund-

raiser at St. Johns UCC Church for Homes of Hope

Phillies are headed to the World Series! Go Phillies!!

DISASTER RESPONSE OPPORTUNITY

M'”'on Pastor Glenn Beard, Jr. will be leading a meet-
VOLUNTE E R |ing on November 20, 2022 at 2:00PM, for all
Equipping For Life 4L those interested in volunteering for disaster

nF, response mission trips in 2023. The meeting
will be held at Luther Acres, Community
Room, 250 Luther Acres Drive, Lititz, PA.

If you are missing something and have been to
church please call the office to double check if it
might be here. We do find things left in the
sanctuary from time to time.

DRIVERS NEEDED

From time to time members of our congregation need help
with rides for various reasons. We need VOLUNTEERS for
this outreach. Please call the office and let Brenda know that
you are willing to be put on an available driver list.

Each Sunday we are blessed to enjoy the gift of Altar
Flowers and an Altar Candle. We have many Sundays
open and are actively seeking members to sponsor the
flowers. Flowers are $45 a week and the candle is
$3.00 per week.

Altor FIowers

El:ll[] Please call Joyce Stoner at 717-336-7077
A/ to reserve your Sunday.

e




FINANCE UPDATE

10/13/2022 Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church
Treasurers Report
September 2022
Budgets Actuals
Account September 2022 September 2022 % of Budget Remaining
Income 3 - S 18,228.09 0.00% $  (18,228.09)
Expense S 27,916.72 | $ 18,760.98 67.20% $ 9,155.74
OPERATIONS $ 4,562.48 | $ 2,165.96 47.47% $ 2,396.52
ADMINISTRATION $ 2,041.63 | $ 412.41 20.20% $ 1,629.22
BENEFITS $ 2,419.41 $ 1,549.10 64.03% $ 870.31
THROUGH STAFF $ 10,400.41 $ 7,918.45 76.14% $ 2,481.96
REBUILDING $ - $ - 0.00% | $ -
REIMBURSED EXP. $ - $ 180.00 0.00% | $ (180.00)
YOUTH MINISTRY $ 66.66 | $ - 0.00% | $ 66.66
PROPERTY $ 2,866.21 | $ 2,197.94 76.68% $ 668.27
WORSHIP $ 783.31 $ 18.78 2.40% $ 764.53
SERVICE $ 7082 | $ - 0.00% | $ 70.82
STEWARDSHIP $ 50.00 $ - 0.00% $ 50.00
WELCOME S 416.64 | $ - 0.00% | $ 416.64
LEARNING $ 187.49 | $ - 0.00% | $ 187.49
BENEVOLENCES $ 4,051.66 | $ 4,318.34 106.58% $ (266.68)
0ld Benevolence Accounts S - $ - 0.00% | $ -
Income less Expense $ (27,916.72) $ (532.89) 1.91% $ (27,383.83)

Attention Amazon Shoppers
Support Swamp Lutheran Church at no extra cost when you
shop at smile.amazon.com

amazon:nile
e

u shop. Amazon givi

How do | shop with AmazonSmile?

To use AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser or
activate AmazonSmile in the Amazon Shopping app on your iOS or Android
phone within the Settings or Programs & Features menu.

On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you will be prompted to select a charitable
organization to receive donations from your future eligible AmazonSmile pur-
chases. Then select Swamp Lutheran Church as your charity of choice.

Gently Used Sneakers Needed. Cub Pack 95 is collecting
sneakers as a fundraiser. Used sneakers (pairs only; athletic
shoes only) may be deposited in the bins located in the Nar-
thex and the social hall lobby. The sneakers will be purchased
from the Cubs by an organization that resells or recycles
them, saving landfill space and natural resources while helping the Scouts raise
money to fund their activities. The Cubs are not able to accept any non-

athletic footwear including but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain boots, san-
dals, slip-ons, water socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may
be addressed to Cubmaster Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or email at pack95rein-

holds@email.com



https://smile.amazon.com/?ref_=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
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UKRAINE ,KENTUCKY, FLORIDA RELIEF
- Lutheran Disaster Response is supporting Ukraine, f)
Florida and Kentucky through third party groups. C\)
Donations are used for needs that only local organi- | yTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
zations have a full scope of. You may support these
efforts by writing a check to Swamp Lutheran with the memo marked Ukraine,
Florida or Kentucky. The church will then send one check to Lutheran Disas-
ter who in turn will donate 100% of the donation to assist those impacted by
the war in Ukraine or natural catastrophe in Kentucky and Florida.

Blessing Bags for Homeless Veterans

To honor our veterans, we are asking the congrega-
tion to purchase items from the provided list to as-

semble into “Blessing Bags” for Homeless Veterans

“ in our surrounding areas. This outreach is being

_ coordinated by the Welcome Committee. The fol-

BLESSINGS

lowing items can be donated.
Hunting Hand Warmers Small bottle hand Sanitizer
Small toothbrush & Toothpaste Warm socks—can be wool
Gloves Small Shaving Cream
Razor Small mirror
Thermal Shirts Flannel Shirts
Warm Scarf Warm Hat
Deodorant Lip Balm
Antibiotic Ointment Band-Aids

Hospitality Baskets
We will be putting together hospitality baskets for our sick and shut-ins on December 4"

during Hanging of the Greens. The donated items should be placed at either entrance to
the church on Sunday, November 20* or Sunday, November 27%. This is a change from
previous years. We will not be accepting items for the baskets on Sunday, December 4.

Individually wrapped packages of crackers or cookies

Individual boxes of cereal (one serving size)

Individually sized canned fruit or pudding packages

Individual fruit juice cans (one serving size)

Breakfast bars

Pocket tissue packs (please do not bring boxes of tissues)

Individual packages of peanut butter (one serving size — please do not bring jars)
Individual packages of raisins (one serving size)

Individual hand sanitizers (the small size)

Individual tubes of toothpaste and individually wrapped toothbrushes

Important: please note the sizes for these items. We cannot use large jars of peanut but-
ter, boxes of tissues, etc. These need to fit into the baskets. Also, please only bring items
on the list.

Thanks for helping to make the holidays brighter for our sick and shut-ins.
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GUESS WHoO?

| grew up in Piscataway, NJ. | was raised in the local Lutheran Church. | was
active in Boy Scouts. | worked on the “God and Country Award” and achieved
I'st Class — Star level. After | graduated High School, | attended Luther College
for one semester to study Pre Divinity. Ministry is a noble profession. | was
drawn to it. | also attended Trenton State College and Middlesex College for a
short period. | can say | tried higher education, but it did not fit at the time. So, |
went to work.

| loved playing with Tonka toys when | was a kid. One of my first jobs was
to drive truck. | have hauled cranes, wreckers, steel and excavating equipment.
One of my friends suggested | attend a 2 year school for Landscape Design &
Maintenance. He recently hired a young graduate from this school for his com-
pany and thought it would be a good idea to talk with her. That is how | met my
wife — on a blind date. When we went for our marriage license, | had one ad-
dress and my future wife and the Best Man had the same address. There’s a sto-
ry there for another time. We got married in October. We have 3 girls.

My parents grew up around the Pottsville area and wanted to move back to
PA. They bought I | acres in Schuylkill Haven. My wife & | moved to PA. | was
self-employed. We purchased the home of Calvin & Verna Brown. | figured this
was part of a higher plan because there was a Lutheran Hymnal sitting on the
piano. This is how we came to Swamp Lutheran Church.

When | was 17 years old, | served on our Church Council as the Youth
Representative. | have served on Swamp’s Church Council probably half of my
32 years here. | also helped teach the Adult Sunday School class.

| love music. | took guitar lessons when | was 10 years old. In Junior High
School, | switched to the Bass guitar. | played in the Band, sang in the Chorus. |
bought my first Bass in my Freshman year in High School. | played with a local
Band. We played at Church Dances and in some Bars. | was invited to play Bass
with a band called “Country Addition.” | was |7 years old. The other guys were
40 something. We played Rock and Blues music. Darryl Dech got me interested
to participate here at Swamp. | continue to play in a Band. We have even cut
some CD’s.

| remember standing next to my Mom in church. She came from a family of
8 kids. They all would break into singing songs including harmony a lot. My one
Uncle sang for a Barber Shop Quartet. | credit my musical talent to my Mom.
She also instilled in me how important church is to your day to day life. | thor-
oughly enjoy the Community of Church. It is important for me to maintain a
positive attitude throughout my life. You never know what impact your positive
attitude will have on someone when you carry your Community of Church with

you everyday.

OCTOBER ANSWER: CONNIE TAYLOR.
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BUILDING A
CULTURE OF GENEROSITY

Dear Swamp Lutheran family:

Although | recall how we lived weekly paycheck to weekly paycheck, |
grew up in a family that didn’t talk much about money. | saw the envelope on the
table each week to be taken with us to church, but for the life of me, | cannot
tell you if it included $1 or $1000. We never talked about it.

So, | guess my family was generous within its means. | learned to give
each week, but | didn’t learn what to give. Fortunately, people have mentored
that for me.

When | was in seminary, twice per year a church friend would send me a
check for $100 to “help me with my studies.” It taught me to think more of
others.

Also, while in seminary, | met Sarah. She shared her journey with me.
When she and her husband, Doug, first got married, they thought they should
tithe 10% because they read about that in the Bible. However, financially, that
was not a possibility for them. So, they made a covenant with one another to
grow their giving by a percent each year. When Doug died, they were giving
away 38% of their income!

Recently, a fellow pastor told me a story of how one of her parishioners,
Bob, who is homebound because of his immune system issues called her and
asked her to meet him in the parking lot. He handed her a check and said, “I
should have given you this last year, but | was worried about the future too
much. As | see people hurting, | realized that | actually have enough and | want
you to use it to make a difference.” It was a check for $4,000!

I’'m surrounded by generous people who continue to teach me about
generosity. As we think about our giving for next year, Jen and | have decided
that we will increase our monthly automatic online giving by $80. We aren’t
sure how exactly that will go with college tuition bills for Abigail on top of our
normal expenses, but we have trusted in God’s provision in the past and have
not been let down yet.

| look forward to hearing more of your stories of generosity as we travel
this generosity journey together.

In Peace,

Pastor Scott

US FLAGS When a US flag becomes worn, faded, torn or el

soiled, it should be retired and replaced with a new flag. For
those of you interested in retiring your worn US flags, please
bring them to the church. We will collect them in the church

library and deliver them to the Reinholds VFW who will arrange for them to be

retired in proper fashion. Thank you for your consideration.




The Lutheran Camping Corporation of Central Pennsylvania
Annual Quilt Auction
Sunday, November 6, 2022

70 BE HELD AT CAmMP NAWAKWA
1033 Nawakwa Roap, BiGLerviLLE, PA 17307

2:00 - Silent Auction of Hand-
made Craft Items

3:00 - Live Auction of Quilts

Fun For THE ENTIRE FAMILY

Dinner following Live Auction

All proceeds from the day
benefit the Endowment Fund,
making camping possible for

; generations to come!

Please register before
November 1. This is a free
event, and includes an

evening meal.

The Lutheran Camping Corporation
of Central Pennsylvania

Kirchenwald, Nawakwa, and The Wittel Farm
PO Box 459, Arendtsville, PA 17303
717-677-8211 www. LutheranCamping.org

Preview Quilts & Items and Bid Online at
LutheranCamping.org/ quiltauction

FREF FREE Heg
Community Thanksgiving

vy Day Dinner
/A, y
o Sponsored By

Local Chu‘rches & Businesses
Date - November 24, 2022
Our 21st Year of Serving Dinner

Sit Down Meals Served - 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

NO DELIVERIES THIS YEAR
NO RESERVATIONS NECESSARY

Ephrata Business Center
(Former Gerber Building)
400 W. Main Street, Ephrata

Gall Barry or Carol Haller at 717-336-2512
Day of Dinner Only - Call 717-721-5613

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

- 50 Handicap accessible ¢ Q,
Join people in these ities for a tasty Thanksgiving Day meal
'%‘5\ and good conversation for a spiritually uplifling day. Q\&’
Plenty to eat and lots of great tasting desserts to choose from!

ﬁlther Acres

A Luthercare Community

Please join us for our

HOLIDAY BAZAAR
& PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Saturday, Nov 19
Luther Acres Towne Center
250 St. Luke Drive, Lititz PA

Holiday Bazaar | 9 AM - 4 PM

All proceeds benefit the Luthercare Caring Fund!
Event sponsored by the Luther Acres Residents’ Council.

Advent Day Apart

at The Wittel Farm

Saturday, December 3, 2022
9am - 2pm

All are invited to a day of prayer and
meditation in preparation of the birth
of the Christ child.

\al - \= N
oI el o
There is a $15 registration fee.

Lunch will be provided.

Please call 717-677-8211 or visit
www.LutheranCamping.org to register by November 18.

{
N R

-

The Lutheran Camping Corporation of Central Pennsylvania

Kirchenwald, Nawakwa, and The Wittel Farm |
S PO Box 459, Arendtsville, PA 17303 S

717-677-8211 o www.LutheranCamping.org




