
strive to practice the love 

empowered by Jesus: “I 

give you a new command-

ment, that you love one an-

other. Just as I have loved 

you, you also should love 

one another. By this every-
one will know that you are 

my disciples, if you have love 

for one another.” (John 

13:34-35). 

Love well, love often, 

love in all ways, love in 

the way Jesus loves us. 

See you in church 

and Sunday School, 

Pastor Scott 

True Love 

 In February, we 

celebrate Valentine’s 

Day on the 14th.  We 

will share our love 

with flowers, cards, 

candy, and various oth-
er kinds of trinkets or 

gifts.  

 Of course, the 

love celebrated on Val-

entine’s Day by the 

world is not the love 

that Christians cele-

brate every day. Valen-

tine’s Day is a day in 

which sensuality, mate-

rialism, and commer-

cialism are thinly veiled 

in the name of love. 

While there is nothing 

wrong with showing 

love toward loved 

ones with gifts, mere 

worldly love does not 

reflect the true love 

that Christians cele-

brate daily. 

Every moment 

of our lives, we celebrate the 

love of Jesus as it was given 

and shown in Jesus’s life, 

death, and resurrection. This 

love is known to Christian’s 

as agape (Greek: ah-gah-pay) 

love—sacrificial—the highest 
and greatest form of love 

demonstrated by God to a 

lost and fallen world through 

His Son, our Savior Jesus. 

God’s agape love 

shown in Jesus produces 

faith, forgiveness, and salva-

tion by the Spirit working 

through the gospel. Such 

“true love” shown in our 

lives can only be a gift of the 

Spirit. Its greatest demon-

stration is always and only in 

Christ’s life and death. 

God’s true love for us is 

celebrated not only on one 

particular calendar day but 

continually by those who 

have been called to faith in 

Christ. 

Whether on Valen-

tine’s Day or any day, we 

From Pastor Scott 
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THREE OPTIONS AVAIL-

ABLE 

 

1. Watch video on 

YouTube 

2. Tune in to FM 87.9 in 

your car parked in 

church lot 

3. Join us inside for in 

person worship. 

Those who participate 

from car or outside will be 

brought communion. 
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Please call the church office 

at 717-336-2849 when: 

You are in the hospi-

tal or prior to going to 

the hospital (or have a 

relative call for you). In an 

emergency, call Pastor Bru-

baker at 717-598-4663. 

You are confined  

to your home for  

an extended period  

of time because of  

illness or accident.  

You are going to 

a rehab center or a 

nursing home.  

There is a change 

in your family status 

(birth, death, marriage, 

or divorce).  

You move to a  

new home, move 

out of the area, or 

go away to college 

or graduate school.   

Important for keeping 

data base current. 

meeting or an event 

of a group or commit-

tee. To be open and 

communicative with 

everyone, we would like 

to include all scheduling 

on the Church Calendar 

and in the Weekly Bulle-

tin.  

Church Office Requests 
Page 2 

John Bergman 

Katie Houck 

Joan Long 

Hunter Leisey 

Susan Levan 

Clair Sweigart 

Nancy Kulp 

Charles Hoppman 

Michael Wargo 

Jan Lorah 

Jean Wolf 

John Frantz 

Larry Knauer 

Ray Fox 

Larry Eckenroth 

 

Ed Miller 

Larry Knauer 

Nettie Kriener 

Michael A. Crowther 

Shirley Achey—neighbor of Sue Kreitz 

Mary Kring—aunt of Linda Ream 

Melissa Gress Swift 

Grace Ranck 

Reba Ranck 

Faith Moyer 

Kent Weinhold 

Deb Lorah 

Gene Miller 

Karen Gardner 

Family of Dennis Goshert 

When someone is put on the 

prayers list, we will keep them on 

for four weeks.  After that time, 

they will be taken off unless you 

make another request to have 

them put back on. 

SWAMP CHURCH PUZZLE NOOK 

 
DONATE PUZZLES—Complete puzzles only.  Donated puzzles will not be 

returned.  Place in donate bin. 

BORROW PUZZLES  - 2 week borrowing window with a limit of 3 puz-

zles or 1 puzzle set.  Label incomplete puzzles returned.  Place in return box. 

 

Puzzle Nook located in Sanctuary in overflow area towards organ end. 

BE HUGGED by the  

VALENTINE’S DAY BUG 

 
Share Christ’s love by creating a little surprise treat bag and send a “hug” to  

a neighbor. 

Details in the Narthex 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Phil Kerr   01 

Lucille Lorah  01 

Noah Weller  01 

Matthew Albert  02 

Maya Bingaman  03 

Ken Martin   03 

Missy Ragan  05 

Nancy McQuate  06 

Karen Klingensmith 08 

Dan McQuate  08 

Dakota Moyer  08 

Patti Walmer  08 

Nate Sauder  09 

Stevie Posegay  09 

Anna Rose Schannauer 10 

Katie Krater  11 

Lori Sauder   11 

Missy van Zant  11 

Ros Bansner  12 

Toni Showalter  12 

Troy Ulrich   12 

Michael Higgins  14 

Tim Chynoweth  15 

Jack Pannebecker  15 

Karen Krater  16 

Mikalee Kerr  18 

Jamie Pannebecker 18 

Barbara Mizdail  20 

Cameron Hall  21 

Michael Wargo  21 

Ann Hilton   22 

Stella Roseboro  22 

Kendall Melcher  23 

Gabe Leed   24 

Tammy Higgins  26 

Pastor Scott   26 

John Frantz   27 

Isaac Zook   27 

Sue Kreitz   28 

 

 

 

 
LUCILLE LORAH     2/1 
236 FIELDCREST LANE 
EPHRATA, PA 17522 
 
KENNETH MARTIN    2/3 
74 HAWK VALLEY LANE 
DENVER, PA 17517 
 
ANNA ROSE SCHANNAUER          2/10 
65 FIELDCREST LANE 
EPHRATA, PA  17522-2913 

Please put these changes in 

your pictorial directory. 

Please keep the church updat-

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

Charles Hoppman 

Clyde Showalter 

Mary Ann Weitzel 

Michael  A. Crowther 

Clarice Haws 

Charles Moyer 

Ella Shirk 

Leona Showalter 

Anna Adams 

 

  
Ephrata Area Social Services and Swamp Lutheran Church 

continue on a monthly cycle to partner with food distribution. 

Monthly on the second Wednesday we distribute food boxes on 

behalf of EASS.  Currently, there is a shortage of canned fruits 

and vegetables.  We are especially short on canned fruit. Thank 

you for helping as you are able.  

 
DENNIS HILL      2/12  
24 ASPEN DRIVE 
MANHEIM, PA 17545 
  
BARBARA MIZDAIL   2/20 
107 MUSTANG TRAIL 
REINHOLDS, PA 17569 
 
MICHAEL WARGO   2/21 
123 E. WASHINGTON ST 

WERNERSVILLE, PA 175565 

ALTAR FLOWERS  

 
Starting January 2023 we have a new florist, Grumbine 

Flowers, providing our weekly altar flowers and can-
dle.  The flower price will be decreased to $40.00 and 

the candle price is increased to $5.00.  Watch in the 

newsletter starting January 2023  to see what Sundays 

remain open for the upcoming months.  The flower 

calendar will be posted on the Narthex bulletin board or you can call Joyce Ston-

er at 717-336-7077, 

Sundays Available in February 

 

February 5, 12 and 26 are available for flowers 

 

February 5, 12 and 26 are available for candle. 
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Orders are being taken for Easter Lilies and Tulips.  

Price will not be known until the time of actual pur-

chase. The final day for orders will be February 26.  

Please give the following information to the church of-

fice or to Jodi Showalter (717)413-7149. 

 
Name_______________________________________________ 
Phone Number_________________________________________ 

Lily _______________________  Tulip    ___________________ 

In Memory of ______________________________________________ 

In Honor of ______________________________________________ 

LOCAL DISASTER RELIEF VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITY - Pas-

tor Glenn Beard, Jr. needs volunteers to make phone calls in York County to 

residents impacted by Hurricane Ida who potentially have unmet needs in our 

own backyard. Lutheran Disaster Response will be holding its second telethon 

on Saturday, February 4th, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the York County Office of 

Emergency Management, 120 Davies Drive, York. If you could offer an hour or 

two of your time, please let Pastor Beard know @ GBeard@luthercare.org or 

(717) 471-1067.  You will be provided everything you need to make these im-

portant calls. 

HELP SLY tackle hunger in our community. From 

now until Super Bowl Sunday, February 12, bring a 

can or three of soup or other non-perishable food 

items to church and leave at the goal post collection 

point in the Narthex.  Your donation benefits 

Swamp Lutheran Food Pantry and Ephrata Area Social Services. 

February 22, 2023 

 

Schedule 

Noon to 1 PM:   Ashes to Go drive-

through at the carport to receive ashes 

from Pastor Scott 

 

5:00 PM: Supper in Social Hall 

 

7 PM: Eucharistic Worship and Impo-

sition of Ashes. Mellingers Lutheran will 

      be joining us 

mailto:GBeard@luthercare.org
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Next Council Meeting 

 

FEBBRUARY 15, 2023 

 

 

 

February 5   SLY Laser Tag 

February 8   EASS Distribution 

February 12   Final Day of Souper Bowl Donations 

February 19   SLY Meeting 

February 22   Ash Wednesday Drive by Ashes  12:00PM—1:00PM 

     Ash Wednesday Supper    5:00PM 

     Ash Wednesday Service    7:00PM 

SWAMP’S KITCHEN EVENTS 

   2022 
The Kitchen Krew at Swamp has a very active minis-

try.  Throughout 2022 they served 1,612 meals! 

 

EASS/Swamp Food Bank Families  190 

Baptisms/Funerals Luncheons   339 

Breakfasts       401 

Community Meals     255 

Various Other Church Activities  427 

 
We recognize and thank all the dedicated volunteers who show up for planned 

and unplanned events!  You are appreciated!! 

 

  UKRAINE , KENTUCKY, FLORIDA RELIEF Lutheran Disaster Re-

sponse is supporting Ukraine, Florida  and Kentucky through third party 

groups.  Donations are used for needs that only local organizations have a full 

scope of.  You may support these efforts by writing a check to Swamp Luther-

an with the memo marked Ukraine, Florida or Kentucky.  The church will then 

send one check to Lutheran Disaster who in turn will donate 100% of the do-

nation to assist those impacted by the war in Ukraine or natural catastrophe in 
Kentucky and Florida. 

50 Plus Year Membership at Swamp 

 
We need your help!!  We would like to recognize folks 

who have been members for over 50 years  who joined 
from 1970—1973.  If you are a member who joined the church during these 

three years please call the office at 717-336-2849 and give Brenda your 

month and year of membership.  Thank you!  



 

 

 

 
OFFICERS of COUNCIL 

Lori Gockley, President,  

David Sauder, Vice President,  

 Danielle Kauffman, Secretary 

Deb Kohl, Financial Secretary 

Guy Templin, Co-Treasurer 

Sue Knauer, Co-Treasurer 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

Danielle Kauffman - Communications 

Sue Ellen Knauer - Constitution;  

  Personnel 

Lee Showalter –Disaster Response 

Guy Templin - Finance 

Dave Borrell –Helping Hands 

Deb Sweigert –Love, Inc. 

Randy Krater - Property 

Tom Showalter-Safety & Security 

Pastor Scott Brubaker - Scouts 

Deb Kohl– Service 

Fritz Fichtner – Generosity 

Jen Weitzel - Welcome; Learning 

Alan Worley –Youth Ministry 

 

 

KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS NEEDED 

It has come to our attention that patients at the VA Medical Center 

in Lebanon need Lap Robes.  The size of the Lap Robe needed is 

3.5’ x 5’ and may be knitted, crocheted, or made of fleece.  Since 

the Lap Robes are sent home with the patient when they leave the 

VA, there is an ongoing need for them.  If you currently make pray-

er shawls, please consider switching to making Lap Robes.  Yarn is 

available from the church, if needed.. We will be collecting the 

Lap Robes in the Church Library.  The VA is appreciative ! Thank 

you to all continuing to work on this outreach.   

Visioning Project for Swamp’s Future 

Stories Matter!  
Stories are how we make sense of our lives.  Our personal and communal stories 

help us see how we are part of God’s story.  As living variations of scripture, to-

gether we will look at our future as Swamp Lutheran Church. This is a season for 

us to celebrate our sacred stories, especially as we look forward with hope to-

ward the future.   

   

We need your stories to be included in a two-part visioning workshop called Story 

Matters. Please plan to attend. Pastor Richard Jorgensen and Deacon Marsha Ros-

coe of our Synod staff will lead us in this project. 

  

In part one, we will reflect on the stories of our lives and our congregation.  In 

part two, we will name how we are part of God’s story. We are inviting members 

of every age and stage, regardless of how long you have been a member here. 

What matters most is that God has a story to tell through you!  In this highly in-

teractive workshop series, you are invited to come with openness to notice how 

God is working through our lives. We are working to secure childcare for those 

who need it.   

   
Part two will be on Saturday, March 4, 2023, from 9:00 am to noon fol-

lowed by lunch.  

 
HOMEWORK for Part 2:  Write down the 

name of a biblical story or text that reminds 

you of the congregation, explain briefly why 

you selected that story, and give it to Pastor 

Scott. The facilitators will use your stories 

to help us discern where God is calling us 

going forward.  If you have any questions or       

    need help, please ask Pastor Scott.  



CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

JANUARY 18, 2023 

 

Kitchen Krew: Our Food Bank provided food for 27 families in January. 

Prepared 70 meals for the community meal. 

Served 22 folks at the Vision Meeting. 

 

Welcome:  90 cards were mailed out. 

Lap blankets for veterans were delivered. 

Prayer shawls were given to the Cancer center and ALS meeting for distribution. 

The Spring Fling will be held May 20th. 

The church picnic will be held August 27th after church with a brunch menu. 

They are working of a Valentine’s project to encourage Random Acts of Kindness for our 

neighbors. 

 

Youth Ministry:  January 29—Snow tubing 

February 12—Last day for Souper Bowl Soup Collection 
March 31—Flashlight Egg Hunt and sleepover 

 

Scouts: January 23—visiting Reinholds Fire Company 

February 6—Denver Boro Manager, Rod Redcay, will attend their meeting. 

February 25--Pinewood Derby at Swamp. 

March 25—They will hold their Blue & Gold Banquet. 

 

Learning: Thank you to Randy & Karen Krater for their work on the Christmas program. 

Confirmation Camp will be held June 18-24 with a cost of $425 per student and the church 

paying half of the cost. 

Noah Weller and Gabe Leed will be receiving their first communion. 

April 8 will be the Egg hunt for Nursery to 5th grades. 

 

Disaster Response:  The next trip will be to Houston, Texas from April 16-22.   

40 folks can attend.  Contact Glenn Beard, Jr. if you are interested. 

 

Other items discussed: COVID task force met and reviewed the current numbers and rec-

ommended that we make no changes at this time. 

Will be working on an idea to record the living history of Swamp Lutheran Church by inter-

viewing members such as Gladys Eckenrode, Anna Rose Schannauer, Lucille Lorah and 

Bobby Hershey. In addition, possibly inviting them to a Sunday School class to share their 

stories with all of us. 

A puzzle nook has been set up in the overflow. Drop off a puzzle to share or pick one up to 

complete.  We ask that you return the borrowed puzzle within 2 weeks so the selec-

tions can keep rotating. 

The Lenten Cluster services were presented. Will be printed in the newsletter and bulletins. 

 

23 days until Phillies pitchers and catchers report to spring training! 

 

Eagles: one step closer to the Super Bowl!  Fly Eagles Fly!! 
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OFFICERS of COUNCIL 

Lori Gockley, President,  

David Sauder, Vice President,  

 Danielle Kauffman, Secretary 

Deb Kohl, Financial Secretary 

Guy Templin, Co-Treasurer 

Sue Knauer, Co-Treasurer 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

Danielle Kauffman - Communications 

Sue Ellen Knauer - Constitution;   

 Personnel 

Lee Showalter –Disaster Response 

Guy Templin - Finance 

Dave Borrell –Helping Hands 

Deb Sweigert –Love, Inc. 

Randy Krater - Property 

Tom Showalter-Safety & Security 

Pastor Scott Brubaker - Scouts 

Deb Kohl– Service 

Fritz Fichtner – Generosity 

Jen Weitzel - Welcome; Learning 

Alan Worley –Youth Ministry 

 

 

 
And the raffle winner is…… 

 

Toni Showalter won the Jan 

Risser Cake Raffle for the filling 

out of intention forms.  Toni 

shared that she does not even 

like cake but her family enjoyed 

it!  Thanks to all who participat-

ed by completing your intention 

form. 

 
Have you updated your will and remembered the 

ministry of Christ at Swamp Lutheran? 

 
Swamp Lutheran Church can be named a benefi-

ciary in your will and/or in your life insurance 

 policy. 
……………………….. 

Give a gift that celebrates your life and 

commitment to Christ! 
 

 

2022 Giving Statements  

 
Giving statements for the 2022 calendar year will be mailed out in early Febru-

ary.  We are so grateful for your faithful support of God’s work at Swamp.  If 

there is an error or if you do not receive one and feel you should have, please 

call the office and let us know.   

Questions may be addressed to Cubmaster Travis Leed at 717-381-

1608 or email at pack95reinholds@gmail.com.  Excited to share that 

we have 3 new Cubs and 3 new adult helpers.  Adult Volunteers are 

always needed. 

 

SPRING FLOWER BULB FUNDRAISER is going on now.  There is a large variety 

of bulbs available for $13.00 each.  Final day for order is February 24 with a de-

livery in early April.  As you think about your Spring Flowers please consider 

contacting Cub Scout Pak 95. 

mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com
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FINANCE UPDATE 

 Gently Used Sneakers Needed.  Cub Pack 95 is collecting 

sneakers as a fundraiser.  Used sneakers (pairs only; athletic 

shoes only) may be deposited in the bins located in the Nar-

thex and the social hall lobby.  The sneakers will be purchased 

from the Cubs by an organization that resells or recycles 

them, saving landfill space and natural resources while helping 

the Scouts raise money to fund their activities. The Cubs are not able to accept 

any non-athletic footwear including but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain 

boots, sandals, slip-ons, water socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Ques-

tions may be addressed to Cubmaster Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or email at 

pack95reinholds@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

Swamp Lutheran Youth will enjoy a pizza lunch and 

a fun afternoon of laser tag at the The Laser Mill in 

Wyomissing.  $10.00 for SLY and their guests.  Pizza 

lunch at 11:15AM with a departure by 12:00noon.  RSVP to Kristin Gockley 

at 717-330-0628 or at kgock261@live.kutztown.edu.   

 

 

mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 

TURNING TOWARDS GOD’S ABUNDANCE 

WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICES DURING MARCH 

 

7:00PM 

 
Wednesday, March 1  Faith United, Denver  Pastor Jim Goodyear 

 

Wednesday, March 8  St. Paul’s Adamstown  Pastor Marissa Becklin 

 

Wednesday, March 15 Bergstrasse, Ephrata  Pastor Peter Schwabe-Fry 

 

Wednesday, March 22 Muddy Creek, Denver Pastor Scott Brubaker 

 

Wednesday, March 29 Mellingers, Schoeneck  Pastor Sandy Gideon 

 

Wednesday, May 18  Ascension,      Pastor Tim Craven 

      Swamp, Reinholds 

 
Offering to benefit Disaster Relief Trip to Houston, Texas, April 16-22, 2023. 

Checks to: North Lancaster Conference Dean’s Fund 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PERSONAL CARE KIT PROJECT 

We are currently accepting donations dedicated to 

the Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kit Pro-

ject.  We will be collecting items through the end of 

April.  Donations may be given to Jane Lesher, Den-

ise Null, Connie Taylor and Debbie Car-

vell.  Questions to Debbie Carvell 717-336-5638. 

 
We appreciate everyone following the guidelines listed below, as Lutheran 

World Relief will not send anything that doesn't adhere to these guide-

lines.  Each kit will contain: 

• One bath-size towel, (approximately 52"x27"), dark color recommended 

• Two bath-size bars (4 or 5 oz) of soap, in it's original wrapping 

• One adult-size toothbrush in it's original packaging 

• One sturdy comb, (wide-toothed preferred), remove packaging 

One metal nail clipper, remove packaging 

Wrap all items in the towel and tie with ribbons or yarn.  Do not add other 

items or leave out any of the items listed.  If you don't feel comfortable 

wrapping an entire kit, we will accept donations of any of the items 

and gladly assemble the kits!  Hint for buying towels:  Big Lots carries 

really nice towels that are the exact size needed for the kit.  We bought 

some last year for a price of $5.00 each! 

 

As always, thank you for making this project a success! 
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GUESS WHO? 
 

I grew up in the area. I attended East Cocalico High School. I played flute and piccolo in the band. I 

studied under Floyd Sweigart and Don Peters. They encouraged me to play with the Rohrerstown 

Band. My Father also played the clarinet there. My wife and I were high school sweethearts. We were 
the first class to graduate at the Cocalico-Union High School (where the Cocalico Elementary School 

is now) in 1956.  

 

After High School, I studied Chemistry and played in the band at F & M College in Lancaster. I gradu-

ated in 1960 and then continued my higher education in Chemistry at Cincinnati University in Ohio. I 

worked in the Nuclear Weapons Division for the Dept of Energy for 40 years. I also was a part time 

Adjunct Professor teaching Analytical Chemistry at the University of Dayton. I taught for 3 years. Af-

ter I retired, I worked part time consulting about explosives.  

 

My wife and I will be married for 62 years on June 11 this year. I remember my boutonniere was red. 

We adopted a son and a daughter. Our daughter has adopted her son from a Lutheran Agency in 

York. God must have been working in this, as she was told that because she herself was adopted, she 

was a very good candidate. An adopted mother has special skills understanding the “ins” and “outs” of 

adoption. We are very proud of our family. 

 

We moved back to the area in 2000. I was Council Vice President. I sing in the choir. I have sung in a 

few church choirs for a total of 45 years. I have served on the kitchen committee. My wife and I were 

busy with the kitchen after the fire in 2010. I enjoy cooking. I believe food should not only taste good, 

but should also look pleasing. Presentation is everything. I also believe you should be flexible when it 

comes to cooking. Be willing to try new foods and enjoy the experience. I remember when my wife 

and I were first married, we would read cookbooks in bed before falling asleep. I am quite the roman-

tic! 

 

I have a few hobbies. I love history. I have been President of the Historical Society of Cocalico Valley. I 

enjoy genealogy and Ancestry.com. My wife and I have visited 49 states and have made trips to Europe 

and to the UK.  I also enjoy gardening – both vegetables and flowers. I am tickled with my Siberian 

Garlic. Several people have told me it is delicious in their meals. I am very proud of my “dinner plate” 

size Dahlias. Another favorite flower of mine is the Columbine. I am also active in the Lions. While I 

was in Ohio, I was District Governor 1980-1981. I had been a member of the Reinholds Lions Club 

before they folded. I am currently active in the Denver Lions Club. 
 

 I have been a Lutheran all my life. I enjoy our formal service. I enjoy the Liturgy. It is special participat-

ing in the congregation - singing, speaking, praying, taking Communion. We are a group of people do-

ing the same thing at the same time. It is meaningful to me to worship together. It gives me a good 

feeling. I think we take God for granted. When I go out in the morning to pick up the newspaper, I am 

in awe of all the beauty surrounding me. God made all of this. God has provided everything. I am re-

minded that He keeps me alive every day and I am lucky to share in the marvelous 

wonders of His nature. 
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