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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 12, 2023 

   
In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our 
thirst for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the 
waters of baptism. The early church used this gospel and those of the next two 
Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation before 
baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us 

in word, bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
 
 GATHERING HYMN  O JESUS, JOY OF LOVING HEARTS   ELW 658 
 

1 O Jesus, joy of loving hearts, 
 the fount of life, the light of all: 
 from ev'ry bliss that earth imparts 
 we turn, unfilled, to hear your call. 
 
4 O Jesus, ever with us stay! 
 Make all our moments fair and bright! 
 Oh, chase the night of sin away! 
 Shed o'er the world your holy light. 
 

The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray: 
Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us 
this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.    Amen. 
 
FIRST READING Exodus 17:1-7 
 
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in 
desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. 
The doubt-filled question—“Is the LORD among us or not?”—received a very positive answer. 
 
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 
the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 
drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, 
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for 
water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, 
to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What 
shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The LORD said to Moses, “Go 
on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff 
with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at 
Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did 



2 
 

so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the 
Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 

SECOND READING     Romans 5:1-11 
 

  
Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that through 
Jesus’ death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies are reconciled 
to God in the cross, we now live in hope for our final salvation. 
 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through 
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of 
sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely 
will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might 
actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ 
died for us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be 
saved through him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved 
by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
 
GOSPEL:   JOHN 4:5-42 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John 
 Glory to you, O Lord 
 
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, 
leads many others to faith. 
 
5[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to 
his son Joseph.6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the 
well. It was about noon. 
 7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(His 
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that 
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with 
Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to 
you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you 
get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with 
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his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water 
will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be 
thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal 
life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to 
keep coming here to draw water.” 
 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The woman answered him, “I 
have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is 
true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on 
this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither 
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we 
know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to 
worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The 
woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he 
will proclaim all things to us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 
 27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but 
no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the woman left 
her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29“Come and see a man who told 
me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30They left the city and 
were on their way to him. 
 31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said to them, “I 
have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no 
one has brought him something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him 
who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the 
harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The 
reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper 
may rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent you 
to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their 
labor.” 
 39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told 
me everything I have ever done.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay 
with them; and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because of his word. 42They 
said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard 
for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon      

Prayers of Intercession 

Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” and the response is “Hear our prayer.” 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray together 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
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your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever.    Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 
God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN      COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING         ELW 807 
 
1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 
 tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
 call for songs of loudest praise. 
 While the hope of endless glory 
 fills my heart with joy and love, 
 teach me ever to adore thee; 
 may I still thy goodness prove. 
 
3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
 daily I'm constrained to be; 
 let that grace now like a fetter 
 bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
 prone to leave the God I love. 
 Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 
 seal it for thy courts above. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  COME TO ME, ALL PILGRIMS THIRSTY   M. RINEHART 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER -  Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Nancy Kulp, Ed Miller, Charles 
Hoppman, Melissa Gress Swift, John Wesner, John Bergman, Michael Wargo, Nancy Leffler, 
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Jan Lorah, Sandi Clemens, Nettie Kriener, Clair Sweigart, Faith Moyer, Michael A. Crowther, 
Eileen Leid, Reba Ranck, Grace Ranck, Dennis Goshert, Ray Fox, Deb Lorah, Jean Wolf, Karen 
Gardner, Kent Weinhold, Muffy Reinecker, Gene Miller, Kelly Martin, Pastor Jim Miller, 
Melody Ulrich, Jean Wolf, Kenny Rauch, family of Ella Shirk, Chris Zander. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS  are in memory of loved ones by Ruth Kramer and Gaile Gehman. 
 
SANCTUARY CANDLE is given in memory of Ray Long by his wife Joan Long. 
 
TAKE NOTE – Please contact Joyce Stoner (717) 336-7077 or mark Flower Calendar in 
Narthex if you would like flowers or the candle to be given in honor or memory of someone. 
Upcoming Sundays open. 
 

MOST CURRENT INFORMATION – Be sure and check our website regularly for updates 
and schedules of ongoing activities of the church.  www.swamplutheran.org.    Church office is 
open from 8:30AM-12PM daily.               
 

ACTION FUND – Donations are sought for Swamp’s Action Fund to help the needy in our 
community.  Write “Action Fund” in the comment line of your check payable to Swamp 
Lutheran Church.   
    
OFFERING ENVELOPES – If you give via the online option, let us know by email 
(secretary@swamplutheran.org) or by phone to the office so that you will no longer receive 
offering envelopes for 2022. 
 
FOOD BANK – Needs of the EASS food bank supported by the church are ongoing and need 
replenished monthly.  Currently, there is a shortage of canned fruit, ketchup and mustard..  
Thank you for helping as you are able. We distribute on the 2nd Wednesday each month. 
 
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE shares God's hope, healing and renewal with people 
whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. When 
the dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in need.  
Please write your check to Swamp Lutheran and place it in the Disaster Response box in the 
Narthex.  Thank you for giving generously. 
 
ATTENTION THRIVENT FINANCIAL MEMBERS. The Thrivent “Action Teams” 
program is an opportunity for Thrivent members to lead projects that provide service and 
outreach to the community. Thrivent Financial will provide funds of $250 for each project to get 
started and pay for associated expenses. You may request two grants per year. Swamp Lutheran 
has many needs that qualify under this program. If you wish to direct your grant request to help 
with Swamp Lutheran’s activities, please reach out to Lori Gockley who will assist you with the 
process. Email: lgockley2@gmail.com or call 717-203-8551. 
 
US FLAGS – When a US flag becomes worn, faded, torn or soiled, it should be retired and 
replaced with a new flag.  For those of you interested in retiring your worn US flags, please bring 
them to the church.  We will collect them in the church library and deliver them to the Reinholds 
VFW who will arrange for them to be retired in proper fashion.  Thank you. 
 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:lgockley2@gmail.com
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LAP ROBES – Thank you to those who are knitting and/or crocheting lap robes for the ongoing 
need of the VA Hospital. Please be aware that the church has received a donation of yarn that is 
available for your use.  Please contact Brenda in the office. 
 

 Gently Used Sneakers Needed.  Cub Pack 95 is collecting sneakers as a 
fundraiser.  Used sneakers (pairs only; athletic shoes only) may be deposited 
in the bins located in the Narthex and the social hall lobby.  The sneakers will 
be purchased from the Cubs by an organization that resells or recycles them, saving 

landfill space and natural resources while helping the Scouts raise money to fund their 
activities.  Time to clean out your closets! The Cubs are not able to accept any non-
athletic footwear including but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain boots, sandals, slip-ons, 
water socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may be addressed to Cubmaster 
Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or email at pack95reinholds@gmail.com  
 

We are currently accepting donations dedicated to the Lutheran World 
Relief Personal Care Kit Project.  We will be collecting items through 
the end of April.  Donations may be given to Jane Lesher, Denise Null, 
Connie Taylor and Debbie Carvell.  Questions to Debbie Carvell 717-

336-5638. 

  
We appreciate everyone following the guidelines listed below, as Lutheran World Relief will not 
send anything that doesn't adhere to these guidelines.  Each kit will contain: 
 One bath-size towel, (approximately 52"x27"), dark color recommended 

 Two bath-size bars (4 or 5 oz) of soap, in it's original wrapping 
 One adult-size toothbrush in it's original packaging 
 One sturdy comb, (wide-toothed preferred), remove packaging 
One metal nail clipper, remove packaging 
 
Wrap all items in the towel and tie with ribbons or yarn.  Do not add other items or leave out any 
of the items listed.  If you don't feel comfortable wrapping an entire kit, we will accept 
donations of any of the items and gladly assemble the kits!  Hint for buying towels:  Big Lots 
carries really nice towels that are the exact size needed for the kit.  We bought some last year 
for a price of $5.00 each! 

  
GIFT CARDS FOR EASTER -Gift cards are available for purchase and the list of available 
gift cards is in the Narthex on the table.  Deadline for ordering is March 26, 2023and the cards 
will be delivered in time for Easter.  If there is a specific place that you are interested in and do 
not find on the list please speak to Missy Ragan to check availability. (717) 314-5658   
 
DON’T MISS ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL-we are engaging Nooma®, a series of short films 
by Rob Bell that explore our world through the teachings of Jesus. Nooma is the phonetic 
spelling of Pneuma, the Greek word for breath or spirit. Each engaging short story covers a 
specific topic on a real-life situation, relating the various experiences from a Christian 
perspective. Bell, an author, speaker, and former pastor, claims that “Jesus inspired people, 
questioned their deeply held beliefs, provoked them when needed, comforted them, and invited 
them to be a part of God’s work in restoring creation. Jesus started discussions about those 
things in life that matter most to God, and to us. For Jesus, God is and always has been at work, 
inviting us to join in.” Come join in on Sundays at 10:15 in the library. 

mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com
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Week in the Parish (March 13 - March 19) 

 

March 13  9:00AM  COVID Taskforce Zoom 
   7:00PM  Handbell Choir 
 
March 14  6:000PM  Zoom Bible Study 
    
March 15  7:00PM  Lenten Series, Bergstrasse, Ephrata 
 
March 16  7:00PM  Church Council Meeting    
      NO CHOIR PRACTICE 
 
March 18  9:00AM   New Members Class 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
March 21  7:30PM  Grady Daub’s Organ Recital, Miller Chapel, LVC 

 
March 25  3:00PM  CUBS Blue & Gold Banquet 
 
March 26  8:30AM  One Service/Cocalico Choralaires 
 
March 31  6:00PM  SLY Flashlight Egg Hunt 
      And Lock-In 
 

DAILY READINGS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 

Monday, March 13  Psalm 81; Genesis 24:1-27; 2 John 1-13  
Tuesday, March 14  Psalm 81; Genesis 29:1-14; 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 

Wednesday, March 15 Psalm 81; Jeremiah 2:4-13; John 7:14-31, 37-39 
Thursday, March 16  Psalm 23; 1 Samuel 15:10-21; Ephesians 4:25-32 

Friday, March 17  Psalm 23; 1 Samuel 15:22-31; Ephesians 5:1-9 
Saturday March 18  Psalm 23; 1 Samuel 15:32-34; John 1:1-9 
 

UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS 
 

Sunday, March 19,  Fourth  Sunday in Lent 
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

March 12, 2023 
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

Gushing with Grace 

The word gush has nuances of meaning. On the one hand, it can speak to large amounts of a 
liquid flowing forth. A geyser gushing water is quite different than a leaky faucet letting water 
through a drop at a time. On the other hand, gush can speak to our enthusiasm about a person, 
place, or experience. A person gushing about a new movie to a friend carries different energy 
than someone saying, “Eh, it was okay.” 

In today’s gospel we get the first sense of this word as Jesus tells the Samaritan woman about the 
water he will give, which will become a spring that gushes up to eternal life. The word gush is 
not used again in the story, but the second part of the narrative gathers up the spirit of the other 
sense of gush as the woman goes back to the city and shares her experience of Jesus. Many in the 
city come to believe because of her witness; she must have been gushing forth energy and 
excitement about her encounter with Jesus. 

As the church takes on the ministry of Jesus after the resurrection, we find other people springing 
forth in the same way Jesus talks about water gushing. Peter heals someone in Acts 3:8 who 
jumps up and leaps (gushes) in praise. Paul also heals someone in Acts 14:10 who springs up 
(gushes) and walks. 

The water in your baptismal font may be still, or it may be moving; it may be more reminiscent 
of a trickle than a gush. Yet we know that it is God’s word that gives the plain water the power to 
shape us as God’s people. Baptism is never a trickle; it is always a gush of grace poured out for 
us with the endless love and mercy of God. May we be blessed to gush along with the Samaritan 
woman about our experiences of Jesus among us. 
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SWAMPLUTHERAN CHURCH 
275 Swamp Church Road 
Reinholds, PA 17569 

Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church 
275 Swamp Church Road, Reinholds, PA 17569 

717-336-2849 
www.swamplutheran.org 

secretary@swamplutheran.org 
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30AM – 12:00 noon 

 
The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 

Cell: 717-598-4663 Email: pastor@swamplutheran.org 
 

Sue Kreitz, Organist/Choir Director – 717-336-3272 
Grady Daub, Assistant Organist – 717-917-2430 
Doug Kulp, Bell Choir Director – 717-336-7798 

John Frantz, Sexton – 717-606-8994 
Lori Gockley, Council President – 717-733-1095 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:00AM & 9:00AM 

  SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:15AM 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pastor@swamplutheran.org
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