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video on YouTube 
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person worship 
 

 

We begin March deep in our Lenten journey with Jesus to the cross and we end it on 

Easter Sunday as we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord. We move from darkness to light, 
from self-denial to joy, from death to life. 

 

March also marks changes in the weather as the sunlight lasts longer and we “Spring 
Forward” to Daylight Savings Time (March 10). Speaking of changes, thanks to your input to 
the Worship Study Committee, Church Council voted on February 19 to move us to a single 

worship service beginning on June 2 and continuing all-year-round. 
 
Consequently, I will be working with Sue Kreitz and Grady Daub to put together a less 

formal service that contains the favorite features of the current 8 and 9 am services while 
remaining true to the core of Lutheran liturgy. We hope to include Children’s Church in 
September which would involve our youngest members receiving more age-appropriate 
instruction on the week’s Gospel reading while the youth and adult members of the 

congregation hear the Word read and preached. We will need teachers for Children’s 
Church. If this is something you wish to be a part of, please let me know. 

 

We know that worship, like many things in life, operates on the principle of One Size Fits 
Some. So, your continued feedback will be needed as we try some new things in our effort to 
refine our worship to be as meaningful as possible to as many members as possible. 

 
Besides assuring our salvation, Easter reminds us that new life follows every loss or 

change. And since we know that the only constant in life is change, we seek new life for us at 

Swamp as we live into our mission as God’s church, trusting the Holy Spirit to guide us. 

 

In Christ, 

www.swamplutheran.org 

 
Swamp Lutheran Church 

275 Swamp Church Rd 

Reinholds, PA 17569 
 

717-336-2849 
 

March 2024 

Daylight Savings Time Begins March 10 

 

Set your clocks 1 hour ahead on Saturday night, March 9 



You are in the hospital or prior to going to the hospital (or have a rela-
tive call for you).  In an emergency, call Pastor Brubaker at 717-598-4663. 

You are confined to your home for an extended period of time be-

cause of illness or accident.  

You are going to a rehab center or a nursing home.  

There is a change in your family status (birth, death, marriage, or di-
vorce).  

You move to a new home, move out of the area, or go away to col-

lege or graduate school.   Important for keeping data base current. 

of a group or committee. To be open 
and communicative with everyone, we would like to include all scheduling on the 

Church Calendar and in the Weekly Bulletin.  

Please call the church office at 717-336-2849 when: Page 2 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

MARCH 

Clyde Showalter 

Mary Ann Weitzel 

Michael  A. Crowther 

Clarice Haws 

Charles Moyer 

Marion Bergman 
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Edie Snyder 

John Elser 

ALTAR FLOWER UPDATE 
 

After 17 years of service, Joyce Stoner is stepping 

down from organizing the altar flowers and candle. 

Joyce has been a faithful servant and we thank her 

for her commitment to the church in this arena. 

 

A new 2024 flower calendar is in the Narthex. 

Costs remain at $40.00 for flowers and $5.00 for the candle.  Year to year al-

tar orders are placed on the calendar but we have many open Sundays for 

flowers and the candle.   

 

Sue Kreitz, 717-283-9444 or John Frantz, 717-606-8994 will be your 

new contact for these orders.  They will keep track of the calendar sign-ups or 

you can just call them.  Thank you for your continued support of this ministry. 
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LAMAR EBERLY   3/10 
119 MARTZALL ROAD 
DENVER, PA 17517 
 
 
FRITZ FICHTNER  3/13 
40 COOPER WAY  
DENVER, PA 17517 

MICHAEL MILLER  3/15 
PO BOX 210 
65 NORTH MAIN STREET 
REAMSTOWN, PA 17567 
 
 
WANDA MAXEY  3/19 
278 W. FARMERSVILLE RD. 
LEOLA, PA 17540-9794 
 
 

DELORES BECKER  3/24 
815 W. LEESPORT RD #218 
LEESPORT, PA 19533-8857 
 
CHRIS ZANDER  3/28 
1760 KRAMER MILL ROAD 
DENVER, PA 17517 
 
 



   

CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  

February 19, 2024 

Your Council met Monday, February 19, 2024. Highlights include: 

Kitchen Krew: 28 families with a total of 94 folks were given food from our food bank 

• Prepared and served 29 folks for Jan Risser’s birthday party. 

• Served 34 folks at the Ash Wednesday supper 

• The Souper Bowl promotion netted 436 lbs of food for the food pantry. 

• Upcoming dates: 

• March 10—Snacks for Game day 

• March 28, 29—Breakfast 6:00 am 

• Easter Sunday—Breakfast after 6:00 service 

• April 7—Breakfast after Choralaries 

• May 9--Ascension Day—snacks after service 

 

Welcome: They are planning a game day for the congregation on March 10 starting at 

noon. Everyone is invited! 

• Mailed out 58 cards this month. 

• Spring Fest will be held Sunday, May 19 starting at 11:30. 

 

Scouts: They are looking for more young folks to join the pack 

• Upcoming events: 

• February 24--Pinewood derby in the afternoon. 

• February 26—Tour the Reamstown Fire Station. 

 

Youth Ministry: They would like to thank all who donated food to the Souper Bowl of 

Caring. 

• March 22-23--Flashlight Egg Hunt and sleepover 

• April 21—Making First Responder Baskets 

• May 5—Mini golf or Bowling 

• They continue to raise funds for the Youth Gathering with coffee sales and 

Lenten Pick 6. 

 

Worship Committee: Upcoming Dates: 

• March 24—Palm Sunday 8:00am and 9:00am 

• March 28—Maundy Thursday 7:30 pm 

• March 29—Good Friday 8pm 

• March 31—Easter 6am and 8:30 service 

• April 7—Choralaires. 8:30 am with breakfast following 

• May 9—Ascension Day 

• May 19—Pentecost 8:30 service Last day of Sunday School 

• May 26—Holy Trinity again at 8:30am 

• June 2 starts the summer schedule 

 

Learning: Upcoming Dates: 

• March 30—Egg Hunt 

• March 31—Easter Sunday-3 baptisms 

• May 19—One service at 8:30 

• 4 youth will be confirmed on Pentecost Sunday, May 19 

• Youth will be doing a military service project 

• July 7-11—Vacation Bible School: The Great Jungle Journey 
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Next Council Meeting : 

March 18, 2024 
 

Newsletter Submission for 

April 

Monday, March 18, 2024 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SANCTUARY SOUND SYSTEM UPGRADE 

 

LIFT UP YOUR VOICES PLEDGE 

We continue to stretch towards our goal of 

$20,000. 

Pledge Cards are available at each entrance to the 

Sanctuary.  A one time gift or a weekly, monthly, 

quarterly pledge is welcome.  

Feel free to call or email the 

office if you want a pledge 
card mailed to you. 

Give now via QR code: 

Syrian Family Update: The family will have their children stay in the Pequea Valley 

School District until the end of the school year. They will transfer to Lancaster School 

District starting next school year. 

· Ruth Kramer continues to tutor in English. 

· The family is working to get updated vaccinations and eye appointments. 

· They are doing their own grocery shopping. 

· Waiting for the landlord to hook up washer and dryer. 

· They are no longer receiving funds from Bethany services. 

· Ray and Jen are working with them on their budget. 

· Thank you to our Swamp family for all the help given to them. 

Other items discussed:  

• Pick 6 campaign began on February 14 and runs thru Easter. 

• We hired Terri Renninger to serve as the new church secretary. She started Febru-

ary 19. 

• Save the date: July 26– Phillies bus trip. Details to follow. 

• Worship Study Committee:  

• The committee proposed and Council approved to have a single, less formal 

service at 8:30 am starting June 2. 

• Pastor Brubaker will meet with Sue Kreitz and Grady Daub to determine 

the style/format and propose to the committee, which will then be brought 

to Council for final review. 

• The committee will follow up monthly, June thru November, with a select-

ed panel to obtain feedback on the service. 

• Children's church will begin in September. Details are not ironed out and 

will be given later. 

• Sunday School will be held from 9:45—10:45am starting in September. 

• If you have any questions on the service, see Committee chairperson Dave 

Sauder or Lori Gockley. 

 

 For those of you who didn't hear, Phillies legend and all around good guy, Larry 

Bowa, shot a hole in one at the team’s Spring Training golf tournament.  

 

 I can only surmise that this is a precursor for the Phillies World Series season. 

                                                                Let’s go Phils!! 
 



 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
7 pm 
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Cub Scout Update 
 

• February 24th: Annual Pinewood Derby Tournament partnered 

with Pack 132 (Denver) at 4 PM. Achilles Salas had the fastest 

car! 

• February 26: Tour of Reamstown Fire Hall. 

• March 23 at 5 PM is the Blue & Gold Bonfire. 
 

Recruiting: If anyone can help us recruit kids to join the pack we are open to 

ideas. We have 3 kids on the roster and a minimum of 5 is required to contin-

ue the pack for 2024/25 scout year.  The challenges are many and we will ap-

preciate any help. A Cubmaster and Treasurer are needed. 
 

Questions may be addressed to Cubmaster Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or 

email at pack95reinholds@gmail.com 

mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com


 

 
 

 

 

ALAHMAD FAMILY UPDATE 
 

The Alahmad family has decided to have their children stay at Pequea Valley 

School until the end of this school year. They will then be transferred to the 

Lancaster School District in the Fall of 2024. 

Ruth Kramer continues to tutor the family with English classes. Ruth K & 

Gayle G are currently working with the family to have updated vaccinations 

and school physicals. Also, they are helping with Dentist and eye 

appointments. Ruth is also helping them sign up for the WIC nutrition 

program. The family is doing their own grocery shopping. 

Current needs – Blankets. (Hampers, Wash Baskets are no longer needed.) 

We have a washer and dryer for the family. Unfortunately, we are waiting 

for the landlord to hook up the water and electric to the basement for the 

washer and dryer. 

Ray and Jen Weitzel are working with the Family on their Budget. They still 

need financial help with non-food items like clothing detergent, personal 

toiletries, paper products, trash bags and dish soap. 

We appreciate all that our Swamp Church Family has done for this 

Syrian Family. We are learning that there is a great need to help the 

Refugees currently coming into our communities.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OFFICERS of COUNCIL 

Lori Gockley, President,  

David Sauder, Vice President,  

 Danielle Kauffman, Secretary 

Deb Kohl, Financial Secretary 

Guy Templin, Co-Treasurer 

Sue Knauer, Co-Treasurer 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

LIAISONS 

Danielle Kauffman — Communication 

Sue Ellen Knauer — Constitution; 

       Service; Personnel 

Lee Showalter — Disaster Response 

Guy Templin — Finance; Worship 

Deb Sweigert — Love, Inc. 

Randy Krater — Property 

Pam Leisey — Learning 

TBD—Safety & Security 

Pastor Scott Brubaker — Scouts 

Denise Kidwell — Kitchen Krew 

Fritz Fichtner — Generosity 

Jen Weitzel - Welcome 

Alan Worley –Youth Ministry 

 

 



March 24—Palm Sunday 8:00am and 9:00am 

March 28—Maundy Thursday 7:30 pm 

March 29—Good Friday 8pm 

March 31—Easter 6am and 8:30am service 

Next Council Meeting : 

March 18,  2024 
 

Newsletter Submission for 

April 

Monday,  March 18, 2024 

www.swamplutheran.org 

SWAMP 

EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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HOLY WEEK BREAKFAST MENU 

2024 
 

 

  MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 6AM 

  Waffles/Ice Cream with toppings Casserole 

 

   GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 6AM 

     Ham  

    Home Fries w/wo onions 

     Sausage 

     Toast 

     Creamed dry beef 

      Fruit salad 

 

 EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 31, AFTER 6AM SERVICE 

Scrambled eggs 

Dutch Fry with sausage 

French toast 

Bacon 

Sausage 

Toast Cobblers 



 

 
 

 
 

Handbell Practice Schedule Reminder UPDATED 
 

Play Sunday, March 3 

Mon. Mar. 11 

Mon. Mar. 18  

Mon. Mar. 25 Play Sunday, March 31 (Easter) 

Mon. Apr. 8 

Mon. Apr. 15 Play Sunday, April 21  

Mon. Apr. 29 
Mon. May 6 

Mon. May 13 Play Sunday, May 19  

SWAMP 

EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

275 Swamp Church Rd 
Reinholds, PA 17569 

 

717-336-2849 
secretary@swamplutheran.org 

 

Office Hours:8:30-12Noon 

Monday—Friday 

 

Ephrata Area Social Services and  
Swamp Lutheran Church 

 
From EASS Director: Casey Ellis 

 

I wanted to share some of the data collected around EASS's food bank at 

Swamp Lutheran Church.  I encourage you to share the information with your 

congregation and volunteers.  Sometimes we can lose perspective month to 

month on the impact that is happening but when you look over a years' time, 

it is AMAZING what is happening.  

 

From July 2022-June 2023 (This is PA Government Fiscal Year)  

163,485 pounds of food was distributed  

136,238 meals provided 

4,431 individuals served (includes duplicates from month to month)  

37 pounds of food on average is distributed each month to families from 

Swamp Food Bank . 

 

Thank you to Swamp Lutheran Church for your Generous Hearts! 

 

Choir Rehearsal Schedule 

Note changes in day due to Lent 

 

  7 pm 
 Tuesday, March 5 

 Tuesday,  March 12 

 Tuesday, March 19 

 Wednesday, March 27 



   

Next Council Meeting : 

March 18, 2024 
 

Newsletter Submission for 

April 

Monday,  March 18, 2024 

www.swamplutheran.org 

SWAMP 

EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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2024 Pick Six Lenten Offering 

This year, Swamp Lutheran will again offer a special giving opportunity for 

Lent: Pick Six.  For the six weeks of Lent, we are encouraging you to give a 

special, weekly offering in addition to your regular giving.  The benevolence 

giving options listed below are opportunities to give to ministries operating in or 

through our church.  Giving to multiple options each week is encouraged. 

Envelopes with these options listed on them are available on the table in 

the narthex.  Please grab a pack of six envelopes (one for each week of Lent).  

Call the office if you need them mailed to you.  Online giving an option too. 

  
Contributions help cover the cost to send Swamp Youth 

and Advisors to the 2024 Youth Gathering in New 

Orleans, LA. 

 
Swamp Lutheran Property Fund: Help with needed 

property improvements such as paying off the new sound 

system, replacing windows in sacristy and robing rooms, sealing 

and painting the parking lot, among many other needs.  

 

Syrian Family Fund: Help the Syrian family we are co-sponsoring to 

get a firm start on their new life in the US. 

 

Community Meal: Contributions to this ministry support the 

purchase of food and supplies for the monthly community meal 

Swamp supports in the community.   

 
Help bring God's hope, healing and renewal 

to people whose lives have been disrupted by 

disasters in the United States and around the 

world. 

 

 Contributions help provide services to people in our 

community in the areas of food, clothing, fuel, 

transportation, and meals on wheels.  

 

Swamp Food Pantry: Contributions support Swamp’s ministry 

of food to those challenged by food insecurity. 

 
Contributions to this ministry support the 

work to eradicate hunger in the United States 

and throughout the world.  

 
Jan’s Circle of Friends: Contributions to this organization fund 

efforts to assist children coping with domestic violence and 

parental loss. 

 

Contributions support the Cocalico Area Homes of Hope transitional 

housing home in Adamstown and provides housing, mentoring, and 

budget coaching to participants.  



 

 
 

 
 

SWAMP 

EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

275 Swamp Church Rd 
Reinholds, PA 17569 

 

717-336-2849 
secretary@swamplutheran.org 

 

Office Hours:8:30-12Noon 

Monday—Friday 

 

KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS NEEDED  Thank you for chang-

ing your focus back to making Prayer Shawls. Your donations can 

be left in the library. Thank you to all  who continue to work on 

this outreach. 

 

 Gently Used Sneakers Needed.  Cub Pack 95 is col-

lecting sneakers as a fundraiser.  Used sneakers (pairs on-

ly; athletic shoes only) may be deposited in the bins locat-

ed in the Narthex and the social hall lobby.  The sneakers 

will be purchased from the Cubs by an organization that 

resells or recycles them, saving landfill space and natural 

resources while helping the Scouts raise money to fund 

their activities. The Cubs are not able to accept any non-athletic footwear 

including but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain boots, sandals, slip-ons, 

water socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may be ad-

dressed to Cubmaster Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or email at  

pack95reinholds@gmail.com  

Pastor Scott is leading a ZOOM Bible Study weekly on Tuesdays 

at 6:00PM.  Our study this year focuses on the Gospel reading 

from the previous Sunday.  Look for a weekly email with the 

Zoom Link. 

Generosity Minute 

BEING RICH IN GOOD WORKS AND GENEROSITY 

17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haugh-

ty or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who richly 

provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 They are to do good, to be rich 

in good works, generous, and ready to share, 19 thus storing up for themselves 

the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of 

the life that really is life.  1 Timothy 6:17–19 

 

God richly provides everything for our enjoyment. It isn’t his desire to 

withhold or diminish our pleasure. In fact, he wants us to experience true pleas-

ure. He wants us to experience the joy of being rich in goodness and generosity. 

Once again, Paul echoes the sentiment so prevalent throughout the scriptures: 

our benevolence now is an investment in eternity. 

Who would turn that down? It’s obvious that being conformed to the 

image of Lord Jesus Christ includes emulating his sacrificial, giving nature. We 

should be using our own generosity as a gauge for our own spiritual health. 

How open are we to give? How sacrificially?  

(https://pushpay.com/blog/20-bible-verses-on-generosity/) 

mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com


   

www.swamplutheran.org 

SWAMP 

EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

PAGE 12 



LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PERSONAL CARE KIT PROJECT 
We are currently accepting donations for the LWR Personal Care Kit Project.  We will be col-

lecting items through the end of April.  Donations may be given to Jane Lesher, Denise Null, 

Connie Taylor and Debbie Carvell.  Questions to Debbie at 717-336-5638. 
 

We appreciate everyone following the guidelines below, as Lutheran World Relief will not send 

anything that does not adhere to their specified guidelines.  Each kit will contain: 

• One bath-size towel (approximately 52" x 27") dark color recommended. 

• Two bath-size (4 or 5 oz) of soap, in its original wrapping. 

• One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging. 

• One sturdy comb, (wide tooth preferred), remove packaging. 

• One metal nail clipper, remove packaging. 

 

Wrap all items in the towel and tie with ribbon or yarn.  Please do not add other items or leave 

out any of the items listed.   

 

If you don't feel comfortable wrapping an entire kit, we will accept donations of any 

of the items, and gladly assemble the kits!  Hint:  Last year we bought these exact 

towels at Big Lots for $4.00 each!   

As always, thank you for making this project a success! 







 

             



 

 



Swamp Lutheran Church 

275 Swamp Church Road 

Reinholds, PA 17569 


