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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT SWAMP LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Visitors are welcome and invited to make themselves at home.  If you’re 
interested in learning more about Swamp Lutheran, have questions, or are looking 
for a church home, speak with Pastor Scott or church members. Please complete a 
visitor card and place it in an offering drop box or sign guest register in narthex. 
 
Restrooms are located off the narthex (lobby) by the coat rack. 
 
The worship service is printed in this bulletin. Hymns are found in the red 
hymnal Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Children’s active presence is welcomed 
in our worship. There are special kids bulletins available in the narthex and at the 
side entrance.  
 
Offering plates are passed. Additionally, there is an offering drop 
box in the narthex.  Online giving via cell phone is easy and 
secure. Just use this QR code from your phone’s camera app. 
 
Our worship is rooted in the ancient pattern of the church—gathering, word, 
meal, sending. The shape of this liturgy and much of the actual words/prayers 
come directly from scripture.  Though we make seasonal shifts, the constancy of 
our worship reflects God’s constant love and promises through forgiveness, 
scripture, and the sacraments of baptism and communion.  Following this 
liturgical pattern, as well as the Revised Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle 
of scripture readings, connects us through our worship with Christians around the 
world and throughout time. 
  
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We believe 
“Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given with 
bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and drink.” (Small 
Catechism, Martin Luther) Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion are 
welcome to come forward for a blessing. 
 
Website – Be sure and check our website www.swamplutheran.org regularly for 
updates and schedules of ongoing activities of the church.  Full prayer list is in the 
newsletter each month 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/


GATHERING  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides 
into Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the 
cross, abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his 
complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we 
lament Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: 
in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant 
with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s 
astonishing work. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE    HOSANNA, LOUD HOSANNA                DONALD BUSAROW  
 
congregational responses are in bold type. 
 
Stand 
 
ACCLAMATION 
 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL  Mark 11:1-11 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus enters Jerusalem 
  
1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the 
Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a 
colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why 
are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 
immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the 



street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, “What are 
you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they 
allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their 
cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went 
ahead and those who followed were shouting, 
 “Hosanna! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had 
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with 
the twelve. 
 
BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
We praise you, O God, 
for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph 
and was proclaimed messiah and king 
by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 
Bless these branches and those who carry them. 
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, 
so that, joined to his death and resurrection, 
we enter into life with you; 
through the same Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.   Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY  ELW 264 

 



GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray 
 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus 
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable 
us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his 
resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Sit 
 
ANTHEM ALL GLORY, LAUD AND HONOR         MARY KAY BEALL  
   
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 

 
FIRST READING   ISAIAH 50:4-9a 
 
This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the servant’s 
obedience amid persecution. Though the servant has been variously understood 
as the prophet himself or a remnant of faithful Israel, Christians have often 
recognized the figure of Christ in these poems. 
 
 4The Lord GOD has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 



  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 7The Lord GOD helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
 
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 PSALM  31:9-16       Read responsively  
 
     9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 
  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my 
acquaintances; 
  when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
 12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 
  I am as useless as a broken pot.  
 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 
  they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
 14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. 
  I have said, “You are my God. 
 15My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.”  
 
SECOND READING    PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11 
 
Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus’ humble obedience 
in his incarnation as a human being, even to death, and his exaltation and glory 
as Lord of all. 
 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 



  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Stand 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL           MARK 15:1-39 [40-47] 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord 
 
Sit 
 



The passion story in Mark’s gospel presents Jesus as one who dies abandoned by 
all. He shows himself to be the true Son of God by giving his life for those who 
have forsaken him. 
1As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders 
and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed 
him over to Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He 
answered him, “You say so.” 3Then the chief priests accused him of many 
things. 4Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges 
they bring against you.” 5But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was 
amazed. 
 6Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom 
they asked. 7Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had 
committed murder during the insurrection. 8So the crowd came and began to ask 
Pilate to do for them according to his custom. 9Then he answered them, “Do you 
want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 10For he realized that it was out 
of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. 11But the chief priests 
stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. 12Pilate spoke 
to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King 
of the Jews?” 13They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 14Pilate asked them, “Why, 
what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15So Pilate, 
wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, 
he handed him over to be crucified. 
 16Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the 
governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 17And they 
clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they 
put it on him. 18And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19They 
struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to 
him. 20After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 
clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
 21They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry 
his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22Then they 
brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a 
skull). 23And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take 
it. 24And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to 
decide what each should take. 
 25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The inscription 



of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27And with him they 
crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. 29Those who passed by 
derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the 
temple and build it in three days, 30save yourself, and come down from the 
cross!” 31In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also 
mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save 
himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so 
that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted 
him. 
 33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon. 34At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” 35When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for 
Elijah.” 36And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and 
gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take 
him down.” 37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain 
of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now when the centurion, 
who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly 
this man was God’s Son!” [ 
 40There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and 
Salome. 41These used to follow him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; 
and there were many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem. 
 42When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the 
day before the sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, 
who was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to 
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 44Then Pilate wondered if he were already 
dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for 
some time. 45When he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the 
body to Joseph. 46Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, 
wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the 
rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. 47Mary Magdalene and 
Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.] 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ 



SERMON 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

stand 
 

CREED 

We confess the faith of the church, the faith into which we were baptized: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

After each petition: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 



You may share the peace safely. A simple nod to those next to you, with the words 
“peace be with you” exchanged is always sufficient. 
 
Sit 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
 

OFFERTORY   LAMB OF GOD                                         PARIS/ARR. LLOYD LARSON 
 

OFFERING In addition to the plate, online giving via cell phone is safe and 
secure.  See QR code on the inside cover of this bulletin. 
 

As the offering is brought to the table, the congregation stands and sings.  
 

 
CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART      ELW 186 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Jesus, you are the bread of life 
and the host of this meal. 
Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
that all people may know your goodness. 
Feed us not only with this holy food 
but with hunger for justice and peace. 
We pray this in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  



In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD   
 

 Sit 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Following the direction of the ushers, approach by the center aisle and return to 
your pew by the side aisles.  Please get a cup from the stack by the first pew 
before receiving bread. Grape juice and gluten free options are available – tell 
the usher. 
 
HYMNS SUNG  DURING COMMUNION       (CONGREGATION ENCOURAGED TO SING)      
 
Beneath the Cross of Jesus ELW 338 
Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW 335 
 



After all have communed, stand 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen. 
Let us pray. 
 

Generous God, 
at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, 
now make us one loaf to feed the world; 
in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
 

BLESSING 
 

Beloved, 
we are God’s own people, 
holy, washed, renewed. 
God bless you and keep you, 
shower you with mercy, 
fill you with courage, 

and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
SENDING HYMN GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE   ELW 347 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE O SACRED HEAD, NOW WOUNDED   ROBERT LAU 
 

 
 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER -  Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Ed Miller, John Wesner, 
Michael Wargo,  Jan Lorah, Sandi Clemens, Nettie Kriener, Clair Sweigart,  Faith 
Moyer, Michael A. Crowther, Reba Ranck, Grace Ranck, Ray Fox, Gene Miller, 
Kelly Martin,Jean Wolf, Bruce Wagner, Honey Notobartolo, Charles Moyer, 
Anna Habecker, Bobby Hershey, Anna Hershey, Marilyn Gelsinger, Edith 
Snyder,  Jackson Sensenig, Sharon Levan, JJ Johnson, Robert Bachman, Teresa 
Sweigart, Mel and Troy Ulrich, Earl Myers, Elizabeth Sherman, Katie Krater, 
Judy Habecker, Anna Rose Schannauer, Betty Kramer, Tyler Leed, Robyn 
Reihner, Henry, Dennis Troutman, Larry Knauer, family of Shirley Hoppman. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are in memory of her husband Terry by Sally Bergman. 
 

SANCTUARY CANDLE is given in memory of loved ones by the congregation. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS – A 2024 altar flower calendar is in the Narthex.  Flower & 
Candle costs remain at $40.00 & $5.00, respectively. Standing orders remain on 
the calendar from year to year.  Please support the church by signing up for the 
weeks that do not have sponsors.  Sue Kreitz, 717-283-9444 and John Frantz, 
717-606-8994 are now taking care of the flower and candle sign-up if you have 
questions or want to schedule. Several opportunities for candles are available. 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES – If you give via the online option, let us know by 
email (secretary@swamplutheran.org) or by phone to the office so that you will 
no longer receive offering envelopes for 2023. 
 

To our knitters and crocheters, please focus on prayer shawls.  
When you finish, please bring it to church and leave it in the 
library.  THANK YOU for supporting this church ministry. 
 

FOOD BANK – Needs of the food bank are ongoing and need replenished 
monthly. There is an urgent need for cereal and condiments and there is always a 
need for canned vegetables, canned fruit, canned soup, canned meat and tuna, 
pasta, rice and mac & cheese. Thank you for helping as you are able. We 
distribute on the 2nd Wednesday each month. Please check for a current expiration 
date. 
 
 
 

mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org


 

ATTENTION THRIVENT FINANCIAL MEMBERS. The Thrivent  
“Action Teams” program is an opportunity for Thrivent members to lead projects 
that provide service and outreach to the community. Thrivent Financial will 
provide funds of $250 for each project to get started and pay for associated 
expenses. You may request two grants per year. Swamp Lutheran has many needs 
that qualify under this program. If you wish to direct your grant request to help 
with Swamp Lutheran’s activities, please reach out to Lori Gockley who will 
assist you with the process. Email: lgockley2@gmail.com or call 717-203-8551 

 Gently Used Sneakers Needed.  Cub Pack 95 is collecting sneakers 
as a fundraiser.  Used sneakers (pairs only; athletic shoes only) may 
be deposited in the bins located in the Narthex and the social hall 
lobby. The Cubs are not able to accept any non-athletic footwear 

including but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain boots, sandals, slip-ons, water 
socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may be addressed to 
Cubmaster Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or email at pack95reinholds@gmail.com  
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PERSONAL CARE KIT PROJECT 
We are currently accepting donations for the LWR Personal Care Kit Project.  We 
will be collecting items through the end of April.  Donations may be given to 
Jane Lesher, Denise Null, Connie Taylor and Debbie Carvell.  Questions to 
Debbie at 717-336-5638. 
 

We appreciate everyone following the guidelines below, as Lutheran World 
Relief will not send anything that does not adhere to their specified 
guidelines.  Each kit will contain: 

 One bath-size towel (approximately 52" x 27") dark color recommended. 
 Two bath-size (4 or 5 oz) of soap, in it's original wrapping. 
 One adult-size toothbrush in it's original packaging. 
 One sturdy comb, (wide tooth preferred), remove packaging. 
 One metal nail clipper, remove packaging. 

Wrap all items in the towel and tie with ribbon or yarn.  Please do not add other 
items or leave out any of the items listed.   
If you don't feel comfortable wrapping an entire kit, we will accept donations 
of any of the items, and gladly assemble the kits!  Hint:  Last year we bought 
these exact towels at Big Lots for $4.00 each!   
As always, thank you for making this project a success! 

mailto:lgockley2@gmail.com
mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com


ACTION FUND – Donations are sought for Swamp Action Fund to help the 
needy in our community.  Write “Action Fund” in the comment line of your check 
payable to Swamp Lutheran Church.  
 
                       

Sunday April 7th will be ONE SERVICE ONLY at 8:30AM.  
We will welcome the Cocalico High School Choralairies and the 
Cocalico Middle School Select Singers to share their music with us 
during this service. Come join us! Breakfast will follow the service      
with Sunday School at 10:15AM 
 

 
THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH  (March 25-31) 

 

 

March 25   7PM    Handbells 
 

March 26                     6PM    ZOOM Bible Study 
                                    7PM    Homes of Hope 
 

March 27    7PM    Choir 
 

March 28   6AM     Breakfast  
   7:30PM   Maundy Thursday Worship 

 

March 29                    6AM      Breakfast 
8PM        Good Friday Worship 
 

March 30  10AM-12PM              Community Easter Egg Hunt 
 

March 31    6AM    Easter Dawn Worship 
7AM    Breakfast 

   8:30AM   Easter Worship 
                                                                 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

April 7                       8:30AM                                   Cocalico Choralairies &           
                                                                                    Middle School Singers                   

                                                                            Breakfast after service 
 

 
 



 
                               DAILY READINGS FOR THE COMING WEEK 

 
Monday, March 25 Isaiah 42:1-9 Psalm 36:5-11 Hebrews 9:11-15 John 12:1-11 
Tuesday, March 26  Isaiah 49:1-7 Psalm 71:1-14 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 John 
12:20-36 
Wednesday, March 27 Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 70 Hebrews 12:1-3 John 13:21-32 
Maundy Thursday, March 28  Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14 Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 1 
Corinthians 11:23-26 John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Good Friday, March 29 Isaiah 52:13—53:12 Psalm 22 Hebrews 10:16-
25 or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 John 18:1—19:42 
Saturday, March 30 Romans 6:3-11 John 20:1-18 
 

UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS 
 

 Easter  Sunday March 31 Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43 Mark 16:1-8 or John 20:1-18 Isaiah 25:6- 
9 Psalm 114 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 Luke 24:13-49 
 

 



 

HOLY WEEK BREAKFAST MENU   2024  
  
MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 6AM 

 Waffles/Ice Cream with toppings 
 Casserole 

 
GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 6AM 

 Ham 
 Home Fries w/wo onions 
 Sausage 
 Toast 
 Creamed dry beef 
 Fruit salad 

 
EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 31, AFTER 6AM SERVICE 

 Scrambled eggs 
 Dutch Fry with sausage 
 French toast 
 Bacon 
 Sausage 
 Toast 
 Cobblers 

  
 

Orders are being taken for red geraniums for Pentecost, Sunday May 19th 2024. 
Price is not yet known and the deadline for ordering is Sunday April 21st. Please 
give the following information to the church office or to Jodi Showalter (717) 
413-7149 

Name___________________________ Phone Number___________ 

Red Geraniums___________________ 

 In memory of_______________________________________ 

In honor of ________________________________________ 



 



GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 
March 24, 2024 
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION / PALM SUNDAY 
The Heart of the Story 

Martin Luther called the Psalms a “little Bible.” He wrote that all the rest of the 
Holy Scriptures could be found in them. Luther went so far as to suggest that in 
the Psalms the church can glimpse the death and resurrection of Christ. In these 
ancient songs and prayers of the Hebrew people, every human emotion is laid 
bare: joy and contentment, anger and sorrow, hope and despair. The Psalms give 
voice to the wide spectrum of experiences that mark our human lives. This is their 
power—they speak the heart’s language, turbulent as our hearts may sometimes 
be. 

In a similar way, Holy Week places us at the center of the whole story of Christ’s 
life, death, and resurrection. From the “hosannas” of Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem to the seeming abandonment of the cross, emotions run high this week 
as the story of Christ’s passion reaches into the depths of our human experience. 
The palm and passion stories are themselves a “little Bible” of salvation for the 
church within the wider story of God’s saving love for all. 

As we gather to hear the story of Christ’s passion anew, the words and rituals of 
the church’s worship life invite us to feel our way into this story from the inside 
out. We hear the shouts of blessing and come to the Passover in quiet hope. We 
follow to Gethsemane and to the cross, with mixed emotions. What does betrayal 
feel like in our bodies? What about amazement? Fear? How have we experienced 
ridicule or shame? How have we ourselves dismissed or derided others? 

The palm and passion stories offer us a chance to contemplate Christ’s sufferings 
and meditate on our salvation—to come side by side with Christ’s passion and so 
to know and access our own. We are invited to honestly glimpse the workings of 
our own hearts. Nothing is off limits to God’s grace. No human experience is 
untouched by the story of God’s redemptive love. 
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