SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 12, 2024
9:00 AM

Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church
Reinholds, Pennsylvania



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT SWAMP LUTHERAN CHURCH

Visitors are welcome and invited to make themselves at home. If you’re
interested in learning more about Swamp Lutheran, have questions, or are looking
for a church home, speak with Pastor Scott or church members. Please complete a
visitor card and place it in an offering drop box or sign guest register in narthex.

Restrooms are located off the narthex (lobby) by the coat rack.

The worship service is printed in this bulletin. Hymns are found in the red
hymnal Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Children’s active presence is welcomed
in our worship. There are special kids bulletins available in the narthex and at the
side entrance.

Offering plates are passed. Additionally, there is an offering drop E oy
box in the narthex. Online giving via cell phone is easy and b o i
secure. Just use this QR code from your phone’s camera app.

Our worship is rooted in the ancient pattern of the church—gathering, word,
meal, sending. The shape of this liturgy and much of the actual words/prayers
come directly from scripture. Though we make seasonal shifts, the constancy of
our worship reflects God’s constant love and promises through forgiveness,
scripture, and the sacraments of baptism and communion. Following this
liturgical pattern, as well as the Revised Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle
of scripture readings, connects us through our worship with Christians around the
world and throughout time.

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We believe
“Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given with
bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and drink.” (Small
Catechism, Martin Luther) Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion are
welcome to come forward for a blessing.

Website — Be sure and check our website www.swamplutheran.org regularly for
updates and schedules of ongoing activities of the church. Full prayer list is in the
newsletter each month



http://www.swamplutheran.org/

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer
Jesus prays for his followers in John’s gospel on the night before his death, and
always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one as he and the Father
are one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but
mutual abiding, interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the
work of the Spirit whom we have received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit!

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE RIGAUDON ANDRE CAMPRA
GRADY DAUB, ORGAN AND SUE KREITZ, PIANO

congregational responses are in bold type.

stand

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
the wellspring of grace,

our Easter and our joy.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,

we are welcomed, restored, and supported
as citizens of the new creation.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Holy God,

holy and merciful,

holy and mighty,

you are the river of life,

you are the everlasting wellspring.



In mercy and might you have freed us from death
and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead.
In baptismal waters our old life is washed away,
and in them we are born anew.

Glory to you for oceans and lakes,
for rivers and streams.

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean,
quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures.

Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism,

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you.
Empower our witness to your resurrection.
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water.
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment.
Where despair prevails, grant hope.

Where chaos reigns, bring peace.

We ask this through Christ,

who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN GoD IS HERE! ELW 526

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful
name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your
beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
Sit
ANTHEM INTHE PALM OF HISHAND  ARR. JON PAIGE

ALYSSA LAHODA, VIOLIN; RANDY KRATER, BASS; DOUG KULP, PERCUSSION

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees the process
whereby one of the members of the community of believers is chosen to be the
twelfth apostle, in order to fill the vacancy created by Judas’s treachery and
death.

®In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered
about one hundred twenty persons) and said, **“Friends, the scripture had to be
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who
became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—*"for he was numbered among us
and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 2!So one of the men who have
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among

us, 2?beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from
us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 2So they
proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and
Matthias. 2*Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show
us which one of these two you have chosen 2°to take the place in this ministry and
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.”

26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the
eleven apostles.



The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1 read responsively

'Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel ! of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats ! of the scornful!
Their delight is in the law | of the LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night.
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,
with leaves that | do not wither;
everything they | do shall prosper.
41t is not so | with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind | blows away.
STherefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous.
®For the LorD knows the way ! of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:9-13

God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whoever believes
in the Son of God believes in the witness of God and has the promise of eternal
life.

°If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the
testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 1°Those who believe in the Son
of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have
made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning
his Son. 1*And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. 2Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does
not have life.

13] write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that
you may know that you have eternal life.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

stand



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HoLy GospPeL: John 17:6-19
The Holy Gospel according to John,
Glory to you, O Lord.

In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—his
prayer for his disciples and for all who would believe in him through their words.
[Jesus prayed:] ®“1 have made your name known to those whom you gave me
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept
your word. "Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for
the words that you gave to me | have given to them, and they have received them
and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent

me. °1 am asking on their behalf; 1 am not asking on behalf of the world, but on
behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. °All mine are yours,
and yours are mine; and | have been glorified in them. !And now | am no longer
in the world, but they are in the world, and 1 am coming to you. Holy Father,
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we
are one.

12\While I was with them, | protected them in your name that you have given me. |
guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so
that the scripture might be fulfilled. 3But now | am coming to you, and | speak
these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in
themselves. *I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because
they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.



151 am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them
from  the evil one. *They do not belong to the world, just as | do not belong to
the world. 1’Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. ®As you have sent me
into the world, so | have sent them into the world. **And for their sakes | sanctify
myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

Sit
SERMON
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Stand
APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*that is, the true, universal Christian church of all times and places



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

After each petition:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share the peace.

Sit

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERTORY  JESU, JOY OF MAN’S DESIRING J.S. BACH/ARR. MARCIA WELLS

OFFERING  In addition to the plate, online giving via cell phone is safe and
secure. See QR code on the inside cover of this bulletin.

As the offering is brought to the table, the congregation stands and sings.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Father, heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his
arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his
coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy
church, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us
in the breaking of the bread.

Come and eat at God’s table.
Thanks be to God.

LAMB OF GOD remain standing
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Following the direction of the ushers, approach by the center aisle and return to
your pew by the side aisles. Please get a cup from the stack by the first pew before
receiving bread. Grape juice and gluten free options available—tell the usher.

CoMMUNION HYMNs  (Congregation Encouraged to Sing)
ONE BREAD, ONE BoDY ELW 496

FOR THE BREAD WHICH YOuU HAVE BROKEN ELW 494
After all have communed, stand



PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

Let us pray.

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

+ bless you now and always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN THINE THE AMEN ELW 826
DismISSAL

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluial

POSTLUDE GRADY DAuUB



ANNOUNCEMENTS

CIRCLE OF PRAYER - Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Ed Miller, John Wesner,
Michael Wargo, Jan Lorah, Sandi Clemens, Nettie Kriener, Clair Sweigart, Faith
Moyer, Michael A. Crowther, Reba Ranck, Grace Ranck, Ray Fox, Gene Miller,
Kelly Martin, Jean Wolf, Bruce Wagner, Honey Notobartolo, Charles Moyer,
Anna Habecker, Bobby Hershey, Anna Hershey, Marilyn Gelsinger, Edith
Snyder, Sharon Levan, JJ Johnson, Robert Bachman, Teresa Sweigart, Mel and
Troy Ulrich, Earl Myers, Elizabeth Sherman, Judy Habecker, Anna Rose
Schannauer, Betty Kramer, Tyler Leed, Henry, Dennis Troutman, Larry Knauer,
Robyn Reihner, David Metzger, Linda Mohn, Pauline Wassmer, Jerry Landis,
Bob Shank, Donna Smith, family of Jackson Sensenig.

ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of their parents, Clair and Minerva
Showalter by daughters Joyce, Joan and June.

ORGAN FLOWERS are given in memory of her husband, Harold, by Betty
Kauffman.

SANCTUARY CANDLE is given in memory of loved ones by the congregation.

ALTAR FLOWERS - A 2024 altar flower calendar is in the Narthex. Flower &
Candle costs remain at $40.00 & $5.00, respectively. Standing orders remain on
the calendar from year to year. Please support the church by signing up for the
weeks that do not have sponsors. Sue Kreitz, 717-283-9444 and John Frantz,
717-606-8994 are now taking care of the flower and candle sign-up if you have
questions or want to schedule. Several opportunities for candles are available.

OFFERING ENVELOPES - If you give via the online option, let us know by
email (secretary@swamplutheran.org) or by phone to the office so that you will
no longer receive offering envelopes for 2023.

aygrﬁaw[ To our knitters and crocheters, please focus on prayer shawls.
%m.my When you finish, please bring it to church and leave it in the
: library. THANK YQOU for supporting this church ministry.

FOOD BANK Needs of the food bank are ongoing and need replenished
monthly. There is an urgent need for paper towels, toilet paper and there is always
a need for canned vegetables (except corn) canned fruit, canned soup, spaghetti,
pasta and rice. Thank you for helping as you are able. We distribute on the 2"
Wednesday each month. Please check for a current expiration date.


mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org

ATTENTION THRIVENT FINANCIAL MEMBERS. The Thrivent

“Action Teams” program is an opportunity for Thrivent members to lead projects
that provide service and outreach to the community. Thrivent Financial will
provide funds of $250 for each project to get started and pay for associated
expenses. You may request two grants per year. Swamp Lutheran has many needs
that qualify under this program. If you wish to direct your grant request to help
with Swamp Lutheran’s activities, please reach out to Lori Gockley who will
assist you with the process. Email: lgockley2@gmail.com or call 717-203-8551

Gently Used Sneakers Needed. Cub Pack 95 is collecting sneakers
as a fundraiser. Used sneakers (pairs only; athletic shoes only) may
be deposited in the bins located in the Narthex and the social hall

7 lobby. The Cubs are not able to accept any non-athletic footwear
including but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain boots, sandals, slip-ons, water
socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may be addressed to

Cubmaster Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or email at pack95reinholds@gmail.com

ACTION FUND - Donations are sought for Swamp Action Fund to help the
needy in our community. Write “Action Fund” in the comment line of your check
payable to Swamp Lutheran Church.

THANK YOU - to Alyssa Lahoda, Randy Krater and Doug Kulp for sharing
their talents with us this morning.

Week in the Parish (May 13 - 19)

May 13 7:00PM Handbell Choir
May 14 6:00PM Zoom Bible Study
May 15 7:00PM Church Council
May 16 6:30PM Learning Committee Mtg
May 19 8:30AM Worship
10:15AM Sunday School
11:00-2:00PM Spring Fest

5:00- 8:00PM SLY Mini- Golf


mailto:lgockley2@gmail.com
mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 23-26 Adamstown Community Days
Strawberry Shortcake Stand

July 7-11 6:30PM-8:30PM Reinholds Community VBS

July 26 2:30PM Philadelphia Phillies Bus Trip

DAILY READING FOR THE COMING WEEK

Monday May 13 Psalm 115 Exodus 28:29-38 Philippians 1:3-11

Tuesday May 14 Psalm 115 Numbers 8:5-22 Titus 1:1-9

Wednesday May 15 Psalm 115 Ezra 9:5-15 John 16:16-24

Thursday May 16  Psalm 33:12-22 Genesis 2:4b-7 1 Corinthians 15:42b-49
Friday May 17 Psalm 33:12-22 Job 37:1-13 1 Corinthians 15:50-57
Saturday May 18 Psalm 33:12-22 Exodus 15:6-11 John 7:37-39

UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS

Sunday Day of Pentecost Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21 John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15



Wz lOoVve | Lancaster
2% 2&s5ae | County

The Project
The Service Committee would like to sponsor the following local service
opportunity over the summer. This is being organized by Love Inc.

How does The Project work?

It all begins when churches want to do a “missions trip” in their
community. Talented and handy people are willing to serve neighbors who cannot
afford repairs and are experiencing financial hardships due to fixed income
constraints.

A church gathers those who are good with simple carpentry, electric,
plumbing, painting, outdoor yard work, or cleaning (just to name a few). This
Summer, as suits your church team’s schedule, Christ-followers go build
relationships and help their neighbors. Whether individuals have a knack for
being handy or just a heart to serve, your church family can make a kingdom
impact with the gifts God has given you!

If you are interested in helping with this new service project, please let a
committee member know or Jodi Showalter, Chair, at 717-413-7149.

Save the Dates:
Reinholds Community VBS: July 7-11, 2024
Reinholds Carnival Grounds 6:30 to 8:30 pm.






LIFT UP YOUR VOICES SANCTUARY SOUND SYSTEM UPGRADE

SOUND SYSTEM CAMPAIGN
$20,000 GOAL

LIFT UP YOUR VOICES PLEDGE

We continue to stretch towards our goal of $20,000.
Pledge Cards are available at each entrance to the
Sanctuary. A one-time gift or a weekly, monthly,
quarterly pledge is welcome. Feel free to call or email the
office if you want a pledge card mailed to you.

Give via QR code now

) LIVESTREAM TECHNICIAN

We need volunteers to learn and share in the livestreaming and
. Q,\Q sound control for Sunday worship. We need additional helpers so
‘?‘ @6 that we can create a rotation schedule. If interested or to learn
\“ 0(6 more, contact Pastor Scott.

PACK 95 is looking for more Cubs and a Cubmaster and
Treasurer. To learn more, talk to Pastor Scott or Cubmaster
Travis Leed: 717-381-1608 or email at pack95reinholds@gmail.com

Luthercare’s 75" AnniversaryClay Classic
May 24 | 8:30AM-2PM

Central Penn Sporting Clays, Wellsville, PA
Register: https://www.luthercare.org/clay-classic/



mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com
https://www.luthercare.org/clay-classic/

GOSPEL MESSAGE

May 12 2024
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
United in Christ

The concept of the Trinity, one God, three in one, one in three, can be a little hard,
sometimes, to get ahold of. But perhaps what scripture’s witness to the Trinity
boils down to is this: Jesus is in constant communication, continual, active
relationship with the Father. The Father is in constant communication, continual,
active relationship with the Son. And the Spirit is in and with and between both,
always its own presence, but always, nonetheless, one in active relationship, one
in ceaseless communication, with both the Father and the Son. Jesus prays that we
may be “one” in the same fashion.

Conflict happens in the body of Christ all the time. Sometimes it is over matters
of great significance: how we read scripture, how we are to conduct our lives,
how the church is to think and act as it comes head-to-head with the constant pull
and tug of the culture within and around it. Sometimes the conflict is personal.
We resist the neighbor, and worse, out of hurt, anger, and anxiety. Sometimes the
conflict can seem to be over a matter of pure nonsense: which way pickles should
be sliced, and why they should be sliced that way.

Where and how, then, is our hope of being “one,” as our Lord has so prayed?

It is in this: whatever our conflict, we belong to one another. Whatever our
conflict, we are called to work at staying in active relationship, honest
communication. We are not one, finally, when the issues between us wane, or
cease. We are one because the Lord of life holds us together in the promise of his
love even when powerful forces, at one and the same time, pull us apart. We are
one because the body and blood of Christ have been given to each of us, and all of
us.



Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church
717-336-2849
www.swamplutheran.org
secretary@swamplutheran.org
Office Hours: Monday — Friday 8:30AM — 12:00 noon

The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor
Cell: 717-598-4663 Email: pastor@swamplutheran.org

Terri Renninger, Church Secretary — 717-336-2849
Jonathan Gyorke, Sexton — 717-435-3091
Sue Kreitz, Organist/Choir Director — 717-336-3272
Grady Daub, Assistant Organist — 717-917-2430
Doug Kulp, Bell Choir Director — 717-336-7798
Lori Gockley, Council President — 717-733-1095

SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:30AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:15AM
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	First Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
	Second Reading: 1 John 5:9-13

