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     As I write this message, June is ending. The daylight hours peaked on June 21 and
the days now grow shorter. I love the extended daylight hours we enjoy during
summer. I try to spend as much time outdoors as possible during this season.
     Many of you have or will be enjoying some much-needed vacation time. Kids’
activities keep you on the go. Lawn work and outside maintenance fill up the longer
days. I sure hope you get to take some time to unwind and enjoy the extended
daylight and warmth of summer.
     It is during summer, that I am reminded of how Jesus describes himself as the “light
of the world.” That light encourages us to be living in a Christlike manner. We continue
to be called into discipleship as we love God and love our neighbor. 
     As the days grow shorter in the coming months, I look with anticipation toward the
Reinholds Community Vacation Bible School on July 7-11 held at the Reinholds
carnival grounds. Then, July 15-20 will find me and four others from Swamp attending
the ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans.
     Opportunities to help our neighbors in need will be available through the Service
Committee. There is the Cocalico Ministerium’s Acts of Love Summer Kids Lunch
Program that Swamp Lutheran is preparing and delivering on July 3. Special work
projects for needy families through Love INC’s The Project will also be available this
summer. 
     I anticipate our wonderful Church Family Picnic on August 25 featuring food, fun,
and music by Doug Kulp’s band, Cat’s Pajamas. 
     Soon enough, summer will be over, and we will return to standard time. It will be
dark by 5 pm. I will lament the shorter daylight hours, but I am reminded in scripture
that “the light was not overcome by darkness” (John 1:5). We live in the light of Christ
and that light shines through us as we further God’s church with our time, talent, and
treasure. 
     Christ’s love is one of sacrificial love. Let us seek to understand this love, mirroring
it in our lives, whether it be day or night. 
In Christ, 



Prayer Requests

Notes from the
Pastor

Please call the church office at 717-336-2849 when:
You are in the hospital or prior to going to the hospital (or have a
relative call for you.) In an emergency, call Pastor Brubaker at 717-598-
4663.
You are confined to your home for an extended period of time
because of illness or accident.
You are going to a rehab center or a nursing home.
There is a change in your family status (birth, death, marriage, or
divorce).
You move to a home, move out of the area, or go away to college or
graduate school. Important for keeping data base current.
You schedule a meeting or an event of a group or committee. To be
open and communicative with everyone, we would like to include all
scheduling on the Church Calender and in the Weekly Bulletin.

Katie Houck
Hunter Leisey
Susan Levan
Clair Sweigart
Michael Wargo
Jan Lorah
Jean Wolf
John Frantz
Ray Fox
Honey Notobartolo
Sandi Clemens
Amber Weaver
Judy Habecker
Bruce Wagner
Teresa Sweigart
Mary Beth Jenkins
Henry
Linda Mohn
Pauline Wassmer

Ed Miller
Nettie Kriener
Grace Ranck
Reba Ranck
Faith Moyer
Gene Miller
John Wesner
Kelly Martin
John Elser
Edie Snyder
Michael A. Crowther
Bob Shank
Jerry Landis
David Metzger
Mel and Troy Ulrich
Elizabeth Sherman
Dennis Troutman
Rachel Craven
Laney Garrison
 

Shirley Achey
Karen Klingensmith
Marilyn Gelsinger
Doreen McGonnell
Bobby Hershey
J.J. Johnson
Charles Moyer
Sharon Levan
Lucillle Lorah
Robert Bachman
Earl Myers
Joan Long
Betty Kramer
Larry Knauer
Robyn Reihner
Karen Nye
Alicia Andrews
Anna Rose Schannauer
 Mary Beth Jenkins 

Faith isn’t hoping God can
It is knowing that God will
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JEAN WOLF                             7/5
75 REINHOLDS RD
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July Birthdays

Clyde Showalter
Mary Ann Weitzel

Michael A. Crowther
Clarice Haws

Charles Moyer
Anna Adams

 

Nursing Home

R E S I D E N T S 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please let us know if you

have a change of
address, email or 
phone number. 

secretary@swamplutheran.org

Happy Birthday 

Please advise the office if this is the magic year that you turn 70! Just give Terri a call at
717-336-2849 or email her at secretary@swamplutheran.org

to all born in July!
PAT WENZEL                               01
KIM HOUCK                                  02
JOAN LEED                                   02
AVERY GARRISON                    02
CATHY CAMMAUF                     04
NATE OROPOLLO                      05
JEAN WOLF                                  05
MAGGIE KRATER                       06
CLARICE HAWS                          08
PAT MCQUATE                            09
JENNIFER TAYLOR                    09
JAKE HILL                                     09
HOWARD REAM                         10
JOAN REDDIG                             10
JOY MAIER                                   13
LAURA MARTIN                           14

 

 

DAN CLOUSER                                  15
NANCY LEFFLER                              16    
KIM WEACHTER                                16      
SAM REIMERT                                   18
MCKENNA BLATT                             18      
ANDREW HAGY                                 19  
JEFF LEED                                          22
LUKE ZOOK                                        23    
CODY LEISEY                                     24         
NATHAN ARTZ                                   24         
ROSS HOUCK                                    25
KAREN LAUDENSLAGER               25       
KAYE MARINI                                     26
MARION BERGMAN                         26   
RICHARD ECKENROAD                  27
JIM HICKERNELL                              27      
KATHY TROUTMAN                          27
GLADYS ECKENROAD                    29  
 

PAT MCQUATE                     7/9                
423 SPRUCE STREET
DENVER, PA 17517
JOAN REDDIG                     7/10                 
21 STONE CREEK CT.
EPHRATA, PA 17522
HOWARD REAM                 7/10                      
230 EDGEMONT LANE
NEWMANSTOWN, PA 17073
JOY MAIER                           7/13                      
7 ARABIAN COURT
REINHOLDS, PA 17569

 
 

 
NANCY LEFFLER                     7/16          
250 PARKVIEW HEIGHTS RD
#202
EPHRATA, PA 17522
 
MARION BERGMAN                7/26         
17 RAY DRIVE
DENVER, PA 17517
 
GLADYS ECKENROAD          7/29
113 E. MAIN STREET
REINHOLDS, PA 17522

 



UPCOMING
Events

The church needs your help as a volunteer. From time to time members of the church need assistance in
getting somewhere or even to get to church. It is not often but when the need arises we would appreciate

having some folks who are willing to drive if available. Please call Terri at the office to identify yourself as a
willing volunteer driver. God needs our hands and feet to assist those in our church family.

 

JULY 
7 Sue Ellen Knauer 
14 Deb Kohl
 21 Jane Lesher
 28 Larry & Sally Hagy
AUGUST 
4 David & Laraine Kramer 
11 Lowell & Sandy Haws 
18 Cody Leisey & Aubrey Page
25 Jen Brubaker

GREETER SCHEDULE 

Thank you for serving as greeters. 
Please try to be at the front door by 8:10AM

July 2   7PM         Welcome Cmte
July 4                     Independence Day
July 7-11               6:30PM  Reinholds Community VBS                                           
July 23                   7PM   Homes of Hope
July 26                   Phillies Bus Trip
Aug 25                   10:00AM   Church Picnic



Knitters and Crocheters Needed 
 Thank you for changing your focus back to making Prayer Shawls. 
Your donations can be left in the library. 
Thank you to all who continue to work on this outreach.

 

Lutheran Disaster Response shares God's hope, healing and renewal with people
whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the
world. When the dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing
assistance to those in need  You may support these efforts by writing a check to
Swamp Lutheran with the memo marked Disaster Response. The church will then
send one check to Lutheran Disaster who in turn will donate 100% of the donation to
assist those impacted.
                       Thank You as You Continue to Give Generously!! 

 

 FOOD BANK – Needs of the food bank are ongoing and need replenished monthly.
There is a need for spaghetti, pasta, canned fruit, green beans, peas, carrots and soup.
Paper towels and toilet paper are also always appreciated. Thank you for helping as you
are able. We distribute on the 2nd Wednesday each month. Please check for a current
expiration date.

Food Pantry

A 2024 flower calendar is in the Narthex. Costs remain at $40.00 for flowers and $5.00
for the candle. Year to year altar orders are placed on the calendar but we have many
open Sundays for flowers and the candle. 
Sue Kreitz, 717-283-9444 or John Frantz, 717-606-8994 will be your new contact for
these orders. They will keep track of the calendar sign-ups or you can just call them. 
Thank you for your continued support of this ministry.

Your cooperation is appreciated
Please contact Terri Renninger at 717-336-2849 or email
secretary@swamplutheran.org with information 
regarding the August Newsletter, no later than July 26. Thank you.

jot down
 July 26
deadline



The Project
  The Service Committee would like to sponsor the following local service opportunity over the summer. This

is being organized by Love Inc.

How does The Project work?
 It all begins when churches want to do a “missions trip” in their community. Talented and handy people are
willing to serve neighbors who cannot afford repairs and are experiencing financial hardships due to fixed

income constraints. 
 Swamp is seeking those who are good with simple carpentry, electric, plumbing, painting, outdoor yard work,
or cleaning (just to name a few). Please prayerfully consider helping by completing the below and returning to

Jodi Showalter, 717-413-7149. The exact project and timing will be determined based on the helpers who
sign up. Please circle below how you can help The Project.

Name: ______________________________Phone:____________________________

Mulch

Painting

Caulking

Power washing

Basic carpentry

Trim bushes and trees

Remove trash/clean out debris

Fix screens/replace screen doors

Painting

 Stripping wallpaper

Spackling/wall repair

 House cleaning/carpet cleaning

 Caulking/weatherstripping/replace trim

 Repair/replace broken lights and fixtures
 Repair/replace leaky faucets, toilets, sinks

Fix cabinets/doors; replace locks/hardware

Outside Progects Inside Progects

SAVE THE DATES: July 7-11, 2024. 6:30 – 8:30 pm. 
Reinholds Community VBS at Reinholds Carnival Grounds for Ages 4 to
Junior High. Come join in the fun and enjoy Music, Crafts, Stories, Games
and Snacks. 
To register your child: https://www.myvbs.org/rc
To volunteer: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F4DAEAF2BA4F85-
48871364-reinholds#/

     A FREE Community Meal will be served each evening 5:30-6.15 pm 
                        (Pre-registration is required for the meal)

https://www.myvbs.org/rc
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F4DAEAF2BA4F85-48871364-reinholds#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F4DAEAF2BA4F85-48871364-reinholds#/


LWR SCHOOL KITS
 Last year, Swamp assembled and delivered 120 school kits to the LWR pick-up site.
Many thanks to all who donated supplies and helped us reach this goal! 
This year we're aiming for a match or more! 
We are presently accepting donations of items for this year's Lutheran World Relief
School Kit Project through the end of September. Please help make this year's project
a success. Donations may be given to Jane Lesher, Denise Null and Connie Taylor. 
Questions to Debbie Carvell 717-336-5638.
Items most needed: notebooks, pencils, erasers.
Items not needed:  No backpacks (thanks to Jane).
We appreciate everyone following the guidelines listed below, as Lutheran World
Relief will not send anything that doesn't adhere to these guidelines. Each backpack
will contain:

70-80 sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper approximately 8"x10 1/2" -
4 per backpack
30-centimeter ruler or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other
side - 1 per backpack
Pencil sharpener - 1 per backpack
Blunt scissors (safety scissors). (They must say this on the packaging) - 1 per
backpack
Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers - 5 per backpack
Black or blue ink pens - 5 per backpack
Packs of 16 or 24 crayons - 1 per backpack
2 1/2" erasers - 1 per backpack



Have you updated your will and remembered the
ministry of Christ at Swamp Lutheran?

Swamp Lutheran Church can be named a beneficiary in
your will and/or in your life insurance policy.

Give a gift that celebrates your life and
commitment to Christ!

2024 Acts of Love Summer
Lunch Program

Wednesday,
 July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31,

 August 7, 14
12 noon-1 pm 

Meals are provided by various churches and organizations of the Cocalico Ministerium and will be held at the
4 parks listed below. Meals will vary each week depending on the group providing the food. If you have any

questions, please reach out to 
Real Life Community Services at 717-336-7797 option 1.

Adamstown Grove 339 W. Main St., Reinholds, PA 17569
Denver Park 801 W. Main St., Denver PA 17517
Reamstown Park E. Church St., Stevens, PA 17578
Chapel Gate Park (Reinholds) 57 Park View Dr., Reinholds, PA 17569

ALL MEALS ARE ON WEDNESDAYS
If you are in need of additional food help this summer, please reach out to Real Life

community Services in Denver at 717-336-7797 or Ephrata Area Social Services located in
Ephrata at 717-733-0345.

The Cocalico Community feeding our Children!!

Swamp Lutheran is providing the meal on July 3. To help, please contact 
Denise Kidwell 717-725-8795 or denisekidwell321@yahoo.com



OFFICERS of COUNCIL

Lori Gockley, President,
 

David Sauder, Vice President
, 

 Danielle Kauffman, Secretary

Deb Kohl, Financial Secretary

Guy Templin, Co-Treasurer

Sue Knauer, Co-Treasurer
 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL LIAISONS

Danielle Kauffman —
Communication

Sue Ellen Knauer — Constitution;
Service; Personnel

Lee Showalter — Disaster
Response

Guy Templin — Finance;
Worship

Deb Sweigert — Love, Inc.

Randy Krater — Property

Pam Leisey — Learning

TBD—Safety & Security

Pastor Scott Brubaker — Scouts

Denise Kidwell — Kitchen Krew

Fritz Fichtner — Generosity

Jen Weitzel - Welcome

Alan Worley –Youth Ministry
 

Church Council Highlights
June 19, 2024

Next Council Meeting
August 21, 2024

7PM

Service: The Summer lunch program date is set for July 3.
 “The Project” has two recommendations:

           The first is weeding, trimming bushes, etc.
           The second is more involved. The committee is checking into both.
Kitchen Krew: 26 families with a total of 78 folks were given good from our food
bank.

 120 folks served at Spring Fest.
  65 folks served at Anna Hershey Funeral luncheon.
  52 folks served at Dianne Crills Funeral luncheon.

Welcome: They are working on the church picnic which will be held on Aug 25. Food,
fun and Doug Kulp’s band, “The Cat’s Pajamas” will perform for us. Please plan to
attend.

 The widows and widowers group met on June 18 at the Penguin.
 They raised over $1100 for the Stockings for Soldiers program at Spring Fest.

Scouts: Cocalico Sportsman Club will assume sponsorship of the pack beginning
later this year.

 Cubs will hand off sneaker collection program to the youth group.
Property: Thanks to all that helped with spring cleanup.
Learning: Vacation Bible School is looking for volunteers to help take the children to
each station.

They are looking for teachers for Sunday School and Children’s Church for the
2024-2025 year.
They are also working on a Trunk or Treat event for the fall.
Rally day and Touch a Truck will be held on September 15.

Syrian Family Update: The family is planning to move to Maine.
Other items discussed:

Directory update:
         Lifetouch, the company we have had the past several years, does not do church
directories anymore.
       Gone are the days of free 8x10 and directory.
      Very few companies are doing church directories. The one we looked at charges
fees that we weren’t comfortable doing for our congregation. 
        The committee is looking to produce a directory in house. We are exploring the
details and will keep you updated.

The constitution committee met and finalized changes to the constitution in
accordance with the ELCA required changes. Council will review and act on the
recommendations at the August meeting. 
The worship Study committee currently has four members to evaluate the service
starting in September. If you are interested in joining this group to collect feeback,
see Dave Sauder.

                                                        The Phillies! 50-26
              What a great first half of the year so far! I feel a World Series win this year! 
                                                              Let’s go Phils!
            
      



Generosity Minute

The Magic of 10-10-80 Budgeting

     When my twentysomething daughter recently got her first real job– one that paid
good money and benefits – she asked me how to handle her finances. 
     It’s a good question, a responsible question, and depending on your appetite for
detail and complexity, one that could have dozens of answers. And certainly, there are
lots of financial advisors and services that can provide help (often for a fee!)
     But my advice was simple: Follow the 10-10-80 formula. It has been my financial pole
star for years, and it has enabled me to live free of financial stress. Here’s how it works: 
When you craft a budget (and you DO craft a budget, right?) spend it in this way: 

Save 10 percent.
Give away 10 percent. 
Live on 80 percent. 

     Following the formula takes discipline, but don’t all worthwhile endeavors – reading
the Bible, daily prayer, losing weight or learning a language? 
     And like any good effort, getting into the formula is best accomplished gradually.
Think long term. First, analyze your finances to find out the percentage that you save,
give away, and live on. Then set goals and adjust your finances accordingly. 
     For instance, if your current spending is 1 percent giving, 2 percent savings, 97
percent living, set a goal to increase savings and giving over time until you reach 10-10-
80. One or two percentage points a year will get you there in just a few years. 
     When you’re living the formula, you’re in the sweet spot of financial freedom. You
have enough to pay your bills, save for the future, and be generous. 
–Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2024, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, Maryland, and works as content editor for
www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com.

     Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running
over, will be put into your lap, for the measure you give will be the measure you get back. 

Luke 6:38

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/


Meeting in assembly on May 31 and June 1, 2024, the Lower
Susquehanna Synod took the following actions. 

Welcomed the Rev. Phil Hirsch, Executive Director of Christian Community and Leadership (USA) of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, as churchwide representative, and received greetings from him.
Adopted the agenda and rules of procedure as recommended by the Synod Council.
Re-elected Jennifer R. Lau as synod vice president for a second term.
Established slates of nominees for the Synod Council, ELCA Church Council, and voting members to the 2025 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly.
Received report of the 2023 Generosity Appeal and thanks from Hope Academy and Tree 4 Hope for the support from the
2023 Generosity Appeal. 
Recognized rostered ministers celebrating 50 years of ordination.
Received greetings from United Lutheran Seminary in both an address by the Rev. Dr. Martin Otto-Zimmann and video
greetings from the Rev. Dr. R. Guy Erwin.
Adopted the Fiscal Year 2025-26 budget of $2,606,708.28.
Adopted the 2025 minimum salary guidelines for Ministers of Word and Sacrament and Ministers of Word and Service.
Launched the 2024 Generosity Appeal to benefit the construction of the new hospital in Mbeya, Konde Diocese, Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Tanzania.
Elected to the Synod Council: The Rev. George B. Scott, the Rev. Susan E. Scott, Sue McCleaf Nespeca, Randall D. Tyson,
and Jade Lesisko.
Nominated to the ELCA Church Council for election at the 2025 Churchwide Assembly: Moses Kavishe and Charles R. Roberts
III.
Elected as voting members to the 2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly: Moses Kavishe, Jade Lesisko, Nicholas G. Keilholtz,
Zachary M. Fetter, the Rev. Elizabeth Peter Eckman, the Rev. Drahomir Oslik, Andrea L. Oslikova, Molly A. Wirick, Randy
Tyson, R. Jack Hinkle, Rebecca A. Brewster, Kay A. Hinkle, the Rev. Molly K. Haggerty, Deacon April E. Trout, and the Rev.
Stephen R. Herr. 
Welcomed Jennie Wolf Smith from GSB Fundraising and received her presentation on our synod’s stewardship initiative,
Building a Culture of Generosity. 
Received updates from this synod’s Mission Committee regarding the bishop election process that will unfold over the next
year, including a call to prayer and schedule of listening sessions. 
Adopted the motion to amend continuing resolution S9.04.A23 Preliminary Identification Process Leading to the Election of a
Bishop. 
Amended and adopted a resolution submitted by the Synod Council promoting LGBTQIA+ cultural competency in the Lower

       Susquehanna Synod. 
Received a presentation and report from the Equity Audit Task Force.
Recognized the Rev. Richard E. T. Jorgensen Jr. for his 35th anniversary of ordination and his ministry in this Church. 
Amended bylaw S10.07.07. related to the Personnel Committee.
Installed newly elected members of the Synod Council and newly elected conference secretaries: The Rev. Andrew E. Berdahl,
York Conference; the Rev. DeAnn R. Books, North York Conference; the Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, North Lancaster Conference;
the Rev. Douglas L. DeStephano, South York Conference; the Rev. Pamela M. the Rev. Matthew A. Kayhart, Chambersburg
Conference; the Rev. Susan E. Scott, Gettysburg Conference; the Rev. Sean S. Titus, Harrisburg Conference.
Received worship offering of $7,513.25 in support of the 2024 Generosity Appeal. 
Registered: 444 voting members, of which 251 were lay voting members and 193 were rostered ministers. 

 Gratitude is due to everyone who gathered for the assembly, and to the many people who helped make the assembly
happen. We look forward to gathering together again on June 5, 6, and 7, 2025, in St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran
Church, York, Pennsylvania.



LutheranCamping.org

The Lutheran Camping
Corporation of Central
Pennsylvania Kirchenwald,
Nawakwa, & The Wittel
Farm LutheranCamping.org

 
KIRCHENDUNK at Camp Kirchenwald after Capture the Flag on Friday afternoon.

Scenes from Confirmation Camp June 16-21

Eucharistic worship service on Monday led by Pastor Tim Craven (Mellingers).






