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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT SWAMP LUTHERAN CHURCH

Visitors are welcome and invited to make themselves at home. If you're
interested in learning more about Swamp Lutheran, have questions, or are
looking for a church home, speak with Pastor Scott or church members. Please
complete a visitor card and place it in the offering plate or sign guest register in
narthex.

Restrooms are located off the narthex (lobby) by the coat rack.

The worship service is printed in this bulletin. Hymns are found in the red hymnal
Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Children’s active presence is welcomed in our
worship. There are special kids bulletins available in the narthex and at the side
entrance.

Offering plates are passed. Additionally, there is an offering drop
box in the narthex. Online giving via cell phone is easy and secure.
Just use this QR code from your phone’s camera app.

Our worship is rooted in the ancient pattern of the church—gathering, word,
meal, sending. The shape of this liturgy and much of the actual words/prayers
come directly from scripture. Though we make seasonal shifts, the constancy of
our worship reflects God’s constant love and promises through forgiveness,
scripture, and the sacraments of baptism and communion. Following this
liturgical pattern, as well as the Revised Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle
of scripture readings, connects us through our worship with Christians around the
world and throughout time.

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We believe
“Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given with
bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and drink.” (Small
Catechism, Martin Luther) Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion are
welcome to come forward for a blessing.

Website — Be sure and check our website www.swamplutheran.org regularly for
updates and schedules of ongoing activities of the church. Full prayer list is in
the newsletter each month.



http://www.swamplutheran.org/

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four
of which focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people
with five loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table,
seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it
is not the adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference:
it is the power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this world into
the world God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE FOR THEE | WAIT AT BREAK OF DAY ~ HAROLD JENKINS

congregational responses are in bold type.

Stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.

God, our provider,

help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We gquestion your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?



Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, *+ the bread of life,

you are shown God’s mercy:

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN BREAK Now THE BREAD OF LIFE ELW 515

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for
your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be
the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Sit



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

READING: Ephesians 3:14-21

We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all
human knowledge. Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are
continuously strengthened and empowered by the ongoing presence of the Spirit.

4For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, 1>from whom every family in
heaven and on earth takes its name. 8l pray that, according to the riches of his
glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power
through his Spirit, ’and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you
are being rooted and grounded in love. 8| pray that you may have the power to
comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and
depth, *®and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God.

2ONow to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, ?'to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news  that you bring.

HoLy GospPEL: John 6:1-21

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal
the true character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and
cannot be brought under human control.

LJesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of
Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he
was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his
disciples. “Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. "When he
looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip,
“Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” ®He said this to test him,
for he himself knew what he was going to do. "Philip answered him, “Six months’
wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 80One of his
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, *There is a boy here who
has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many

people?” 19Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.”



Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five
thousand in all.
1Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed
them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they
wanted. ?When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the
fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” *3So they gathered them up,
and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten,
they filled twelve baskets. “When the people saw the sign that he had done, they
began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.”

SWhen Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to
make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

8When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 1’got into a boat,
and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not
yet come to them. ¥The sea became rough because a strong wind was
blowing. **When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus
walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 2°But he
said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” ! Then they wanted to take him into the
boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON

CHILDREN’S SERMON
Stand



APOSTLES' CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried,;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*that is, the true, universal Christian church of all times and places

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

After each petition:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share the peace.

Sit



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERTORY O LamB OF GoD DINO KARTSONAKIS

OFFERING In addition to the plate, online giving via cell phone is safe and
secure. See QR code on the inside cover of this bulletin.

Last Sunday of the month special offering. The plate will be passed a
second time to collect funds to support the ministry of Lutheran Disaster
Response.

As the offering is brought to the table, the congregation stands and sings.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.

Make us to be what we receive here,

your body for the life of the world.

Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Comel!

Thanks be to God.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Following the direction of the ushers, form a circle to receive communion. The
bread, cup, and wine will be brought to you. Grape juice and gluten free options
are available—tell the usher. After being communed, please return to your seat.
After all have communed, stand

PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.



Let us pray.

Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table

more than we could ever ask.

As you have nourished us in this meal,

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BLESSING

The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

+ be upon you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN SENT FORTH BY GOD’S BLESSING ELW 547
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE WHEN CHRIST COMES D. MALLORY



ANNOUNCEMENTS
CIRCLE OF PRAYER - Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Ed Miller, John Wesner,
Michael Wargo, Jan Lorah, Jeff Kappenstein, Nettie Kriener, Clair Sweigart,
Faith Moyer, Michael A. Crowther, Reba Ranck, Grace Ranck, Ray Fox, Gene
Miller, Kelly Martin, Jean Wolf, Bruce Wagner, Honey Notobartolo, Charles
Moyer, Bobby Hershey, Marilyn Gelsinger, Edith Snyder, Sharon Levan, JJ
Johnson, Robert Bachman, Teresa Sweigart, Mel and Troy Ulrich, Earl Myers,
Elizabeth Sherman, Judy Habecker, Anna Rose Schannauer, Betty Kramer,
Henry, Dennis Troutman, Larry Knauer, Robyn Reihner, David Metzger, Linda
Mohn, Pauline Wassmer, Jerry Landis, Bob Shank, Rachel Craven, Laney
Garrison, Karen Nye, Alicia Andrews, Mary Beth Jenkins, the family of Elwood
Fasnacht, the family of Jean Wenrich Moyer (Dennis’ wife), family of Brenna
Abinnanti.

ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of her father Kenneth Mummabh, by Mr.
& Mrs. John Chmielewski.

SANCTUARY CANDLE is given in memory of Anna Mae Moyer by Charles
Moyer.

ALTAR FLOWER/CANDLE UPDATE: The altar flowers that have been
sponsored thus far have been beautiful and we thank all who donated to this
ministry. Your continued support would be appreciated. The following dates are
available to sponsor the Altar Flowers: September 1, October 20, November 3,
December 29. There are many opportunities to sponsor the Sanctuary Candle.
Flowers are $40.00 and Candle is $5.00. Contact Sue Kreitz at 717-283-9444 or
John Frantz at 717-606-8994.

OFFERING ENVELOPES - If you give via the online option, let us know by email
(secretary@swamplutheran.org) or by phone to the office so that you will no
longer receive offering envelopes for 2024.

aygrﬁaw[ To our knitters and crocheters, please focus on prayer shawils.
X5 mmmy When you finish, please bring it to church and leave it in the
library. THANK YOU for supporting this church ministry.

FOOD BANK — Needs of the food bank are ongoing and need replenished
monthly. There is a need for paper towels, pasta, canned fruit and soup. Thank
you for helping as you are able. We distribute on the 2@ Wednesday each
month. Please check for a current expiration date.


mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org

ATTENTION THRIVENT FINANCIAL MEMBERS. The Thrivent

“Action Teams” program is an opportunity for Thrivent members to lead projects
that provide service and outreach to the community. Thrivent Financial will
provide funds of $250 for each project to get started and pay for associated
expenses. You may request two grants per year. Swamp Lutheran has many
needs that qualify under this program. If you wish to direct your grant request to
help with Swamp Lutheran’s activities, please reach out to Lori Gockley who will
assist you with the process. Email: Igockley2@gmail.com or call 717-203-8551.

ACTION FUND — Donations are sought for Swamp Action Fund to help the
needy in our community. Write “Action Fund” in the comment line of your check
payable to Swamp Lutheran Church.

’ . LIVESTREAM TECHNICIAN

, \Q We need volunteers to learn and share in the livestreaming and sound

e e ,&5 control for Sunday worship. We need additional helpers so that we can

\“0(\ create a rotation schedule. If interested or to learn more, contact Pastor
Scott.

LWR SCHOOL KITS - Last year, Swamp assembled and delivered 120 school kits to the
LWR pick-up site. Many thanks to all who donated supplies and helped us reach this goal! This
year we're aiming for a match or more!

We are presently accepting donations of items for this year's Lutheran World Relief School Kit
Project through the end of September. Please help make this year's project a success.

Donations may be given to Jane Lesher, Denise Null and Connie Taylor.
Questions to Debbie Carvell 717-336-5638.

Items most needed: notebooks, pencils, erasers.

Items not needed: No backpacks (thanks to Jane).

We appreciate everyone following the guidelines listed below, as Lutheran World Relief will not
send anything that doesn't adhere to these guidelines. Each backpack will contain:

e 70-80 sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper approximately 8"x10 1/2" - 4 per

backpack

e 30-centimeter ruler or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other side -
1 per backpack
Pencil sharpener - 1 per backpack
Blunt scissors (safety scissors). (They must say this on the packaging) - 1 per backpack
Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers - 5 per backpack
Black or blue ink pens - 5 per backpack


mailto:lgockley2@gmail.com

LIFT UP YOUR VOICES SANCTUARY SOUND SYSTEM UPGRADE

SOUND SYSTEM CAMPAIGN
$20,000 GOAL

LIFT UP YOUR VOICES PLEDGE
We continue to stretch towards our goal of $20,000.

Pledge Cards are available at each entrance to the Sanctuary. A
one-time gift or a weekly, monthly, quarterly pledge is welcome.
Feel free to call or email the office if you want a pledge card mailed
to you.

Give via QR code now

August 18, during the 8:30AM Service, we will give thanks
and praise for our children and teachers and the fact that
they will have all they need as they begin their school year
with our Blessing of the Backpacks. As a manner of
encouragement to the excited and comfort to the anxious,
Pastor Scott will invite the teachers and children and their
backpacks/work bags to the front for prayer. Bring your
school bags on August 18!

Gently Used Sneakers Needed. SLY is collecting sneakers as a
fundraiser. Used sneakers (pairs only; athletic shoes only) may be
deposited in the bins located in the Narthex and the social hall
lobby. SLY is not able to accept any non-athletic footwear including
7 but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain boots, sandals, slip-ons,
water socks wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may be addressed
to Pastor Scott Brubaker at 717-598-4663 or email pastor@swamplutheran.org

US FLAGS When a US flag becomes worn, faded, torn or soiled,
it should be retired and replaced with a new flag. For those of
you interested in retiring your worn US flags, please bring them to
the church. We will collect them in the church library and deliver
them to the Reinholds VFW who will arrange for them to be
retired in proper fashion. Thank you for your consideration.



mailto:pastor@swamplutheran.org

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS. Sunday September 8th 2024.
Service committee would like to have our congregation join
the ELCA sponsored service opportunity. This is an
F}W WW opportunity to celebrate who we are as a congregation —
. @ one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor.
P —— e —— Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one
of our most basic convictions as Lutherans- an act of
“ E‘“ service sharing God’s grace freely given for all. How can
September 8, 2024 you be of service?
e Do you know of a local organization that could use a few hours of help?
e Do you know of a neighbor, friend, or fellow member of the congregation
that could use a few hours of help around the house/yard area?
e Are you interested in signing up and joining in this fun faith filled service
activity?
e If you have service ideas please contact Pastor Brubaker or Jodi
Showalter.



Greeter Schedule- July Greeter Schedule — August

28 Larry & Sally Hagy 4 David & Laraine Kramer
11 Lowell & Sandy Haws
18 Cody Leisey & Aubrey Page
25 Jen Brubaker

Week in the Parish (July 28 — Aug 4)

July 29 6:00PM Generosity Cmte Meeting
August 1 6:30PM Zoom Syrian Family Cmte Mtg
August 4 8:30AM Worship

UPCOMING EVENTS

August 6 7:00PM Homes of Hope

August 13 11:00AM Widow & Widowers Fox Creamery Ephrata
August 18 8:30AM Blessing of the Backpacks during Service
August 25 10:00AM Church Picnic

August 27 7:00PM Homes of Hope

August 28 7PM Widows & Widowers Historical Society of Cocalico’s

Program at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Ephrata.
September 8 11:30AM God’s work. Our hands
September 15 10:00AM — 12:00PM  Touch-a-Truck

DAILY READINGS FOR THE COMING WEEK

Monday July 29 Psalm 111 Genesis 18:1-15 Philippians 4:10-20

Tuesday July 30 Psalm 111 Exodus 24:1-11 Romans 15:22-33

Wednesday July 31 Psalm 111 Isaiah 25:6-10a Mark 6:35-44

Thursday August 1 Psalm 78:23-29 Exodus 12:33-42 1 Corinthians 11:17-22
Friday August 2 Psalm 78:23-29 Exodus 12:43—13:2 1 Corinthians 11:27-34
Saturday August 3 Psalm 78:23-29 Exodus 13:3-10 Matthew 16:5-12

UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS
Sunday August 4 Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 Psalm 78:23-29 Ephesians 4:1-16
John 6:24-35



Other Readings for this Sunday

2 Kings 4:42-44

Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles
of Elisha, the successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd.
Though there is not enough food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides
enough and even more to satisfy the need.

42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits

to [Elisha,] the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his
sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.” 43But his servant said,
“How can | set this before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the
people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some
left.”” “*He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word
of the LORD.

Psalm 145:10-18
You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Ps. 145:16)
10All your works shall praise | you, O LORD,
and your faithful | ones shall bless you.
1They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom
and speak | of your power,
2that all people may know ! of your power
and the glorious splendor ! of your kingdom.
BBYour kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures
through- ! out all ages.
You, Lorp, are faithful in all your words, and loving in I all your works.
14The Lord upholds all | those who fall
and lifts up those who ! are bowed down.
15The eyes of all wait upon ! you, O LORD,
and you give them their food ! in due season.
16You open ! wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every ! living thing.
17You are righteous in | all your ways
and loving in I all your works.
18You are near to all who ! call upon you,
to all who call up- | on you faithfully.



GOSPEL MESSAGE

July 28, 2024
LECTIONARY 17
Will There Be Enough?

“Will there be enough?” This is perhaps a question as old as humanity itself. Will
there be enough money? Enough food? Enough time? It's a question that
threatens to consume our faith communities. Will there be enough volunteers?
Enough preachers? Enough money in the offering plate? Enough people in the
pews? Will there be enough donations or energy or creativity to carry us
through?

We aren’t alone in these fears. The disciples asked the same of Jesus. “Will
there be enough to eat?” Surely, a few loaves of bread and a couple of fish could
never feed this crowd. Better to send the people away to fend for themselves.

Perhaps like the disciples, we tend to panic and turn inward when resources start
to dwindle. And yet, again and again, God calls us together, taking our fears and
transforming them into gifts of abundance. A few crumbs become a feast. A
hungry crowd becomes a community bearing witness to God’s grace.

This story is an antidote to our anxious times, when we are tempted to cling, to
hoard, to squander away resources for an uncertain future. Miraculous things
happen when we open our fists and trust that with God, all things are possible.

This is not an easy mindset to hold, so together, we practice! We practice a
theology of “enoughness” each week when we share communion with one
another. We witness the tremendous power of a little bread and a little wine to
sustain us on our journey. We practice generosity when we pass the offering
plate, turning our meager offerings into a gift for the greater good. We witness
how the gifts and talents of a community come together to create something that
on our own would never have been possible. Because, in Christ, there is always
more than enough.



Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church
717-336-2849
www.swamplutheran.org
secretary@swamplutheran.org
Office Hours: Monday — Friday 8:30AM — 12:00 noon

The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor
Cell: 717-598-4663 Email: pastor@swamplutheran.org

Terri Renninger, Church Secretary — 717-336-2849
Jonathan Gyorke, Sexton — 717-435-3091
Sue Kreitz, Organist/Choir Director — 717-336-3272
Grady Daub, Assistant Organist — 717-917-2430
Doug Kulp, Bell Choir Director — 717-336-7798
Lori Gockley, Council President — 717-733-1095

SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:30AM

You are Welcome Here!
At Swamp Lutheran Church, Grace is Spoken Here! We welcome with full participation and
inclusion all who are seeking God's love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes all,
regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, or relationship status. We
welcome all without regard to addictions, imprisonment, physical or mental health, socio-
economic circumstances or anything that too often divides us. Together as one in the Spirit, our
unity is in Jesus Christ.

Notice Regarding Audio/Video Recording and/or Photography of Services/Events:

Persons patrticipating in events or worship services sponsored by Swamp Evangelical Lutheran
Church are subject to being recorded by photographic, video, and/or audio devices. Your
photo/recording may be used without your written permission. By attending a Swamp Evangelical
Lutheran Church service or event, you release our employees and officers and all persons
involved from any liability connected with the taking, recording, digitizing, and/or publication of
photographs, computer images, video and/or sound recordings.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006925
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