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       It’s hard to believe that August is upon us! A month that is usually very busy: fitting
in end of summer vacations, getting ready for school, and getting ready for fall, all the
things we add into our already busy lives. 
       Here at Swamp, it’s been a busy summer. Many helped with the Acts of Love
Summer Lunch provided by Swamp on July 3 which served 144 individuals. The Food
Pantry team served 30 families on July 10. 
       The Reinholds Community VBS was a success with an average of about 200
students attending each evening. Thanks to Jenny Weitzel, Abbey Rineer, Beckah
and Brooke Koehle who volunteered. I enjoyed serving as a crew leader again this
year. 
The Service Committee put in 36 person hours helping medically challenged
neighbors with groundskeeping work. 
       The ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans was a huge success with three
leaders and two youth from Swamp attending. We partnered with Faith United
Lutheran, Denver. We enjoyed the sights, food, and the activities. Service involved
volunteering at a paint recycling non-profit. Mass gatherings each evening were a
highlight for the kids. 
       Looking ahead, we prepare for a return to school with the Blessing of the
Backpacks during worship on August 18. 
       Then, we look forward to the annual Church picnic on August 25 featuring great
food, fellowship, and musical entertainment by Cat’s Pajamas—a band in which Doug
Kulp is a member.
        Friends, enjoy the warm weather and longer daylight hours. And don’t forget to
make time for worship and service as you acknowledge the presence of God in your
midst. 
           In Christ, 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thesalonians 5:16-18



Generosity Minute

Deceived by ‘the lie of more’

And Jesus said to them, ‘Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not
consist in the abundance of possessions.’-Luke 12:15

“The Andersons” looked uncomfortable as they explained why they couldn’t give more. 

“We’d like to,” Mrs. Anderson said, “but we’re getting killed with bills.” Mr. Anderson added, “We barely
make ends meet.”

Swimming with stagnant wages against a tide of rising costs, millions of working families struggle to find
even enough, but the Andersons’ plight is different. They are blessed with excellent jobs and generous
incomes. Sadly, they fell prey to “the lie of more” that drives our consumer culture.

“The lie of more” deceives us into thinking that true happiness, true peace, true contentment is within
our grasp – if we only have a little “more.” So we grasp for more stuff, more wealth, more experiences.
We often end up not only drowning in debt, but also less happy, less peaceful and less content.

People of all incomes can become ensnared in “the lie of more.” In its trap we squander our abundance
for scarcity. Instead of living in the freedom and joy that Jesus spoke about in John 10:10, we live in the
bondage of debt and stress. 

Here are some ways to free yourself from “the lie of more’:

 Pray regularly over your finances, thanking God for your income (whatever it is) and asking for
wisdom and strength to live within your means. 
 Use a household budgeting tool or work with a friend who is good with numbers to come up with a
plan to immediately match your income with your bills.
Develop a longer-term strategy to pay off credit cards.
Pray over every expenditure: Is this a necessity or a want? Will this really bring me happiness?
Does this fit into my budget strategy?
Work towards a faith plan for your income, such as 10-10-80: Give away 10 percent, save 10
percent and live on 80 percent. 
Explore “financial literacy.” Perhaps you could encourage your congregation to sponsor classes!
As you started with prayer, continue to pray regularly over your finances. 

No matter what our income, our lives are fuller and richer when we confront “the lie of more” and focus
on the sources of true happiness: Our loving relationship with God and neighbor. 

--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2019, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. 
Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. 
He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com.
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Prayer Requests

Notes from the
Pastor

Please call the church office at 717-336-2849 when:
You are in the hospital or prior to going to the hospital (or have a
relative call for you.) In an emergency, call Pastor Brubaker at 717-598-
4663.
You are confined to your home for an extended period of time
because of illness or accident.
You are going to a rehab center or a nursing home.
There is a change in your family status (birth, death, marriage, or
divorce).
You move to a home, move out of the area, or go away to college or
graduate school. Important for keeping data base current.
You schedule a meeting or an event of a group or committee. To be
open and communicative with everyone, we would like to include all
scheduling on the Church Calender and in the Weekly Bulletin.

Katie Houck
Hunter Leisey
Susan Levan
Clair Sweigart
Michael Wargo
Jan Lorah
Jean Wolf
John Frantz
Ray Fox
Honey Notobartolo
Sandy Clemens
Amber Weaver
Judy Habecker
Bruce Wagner
Teresa Sweigart
Tyler Leed
Henry
Linda Mohn
Pauline Wassmer

Ed Miller
Nettie Kriener
Grace Ranck
Reba Ranck
Faith Moyer
Gene Miller
John Wesner
Kelly Martin
John Elser
Edie Snyder
Michael A. Crowther
Bob Shank
Jerry Landis
David Metzger
Mel and Troy Ulrich
Elizabeth Sherman
Dennis Troutman
Rachel Craven
Laney Garrison
 

Shirley Achey
Karen Klingensmith
Marilyn Gelsinger
Doreen McGonnell
Bobby Hershey
Anna Habecker
J.J. Johnson
Charles Moyer
Sharon Levan
Lucillle Lorah
Robert Bachman
Earl Myers
Joan Long
Betty Kramer
Larry Knauer
Robyn Reihner
Karen Nye
Alicia Andrews
Anna Rose Schannauer
 

Faith isn’t hoping God can
It is knowing that God will



LARRY HAGY                                        8/1
500 BLUE LAKE ROAD
DENVER, PA 17517
 
JANET ALBERT-HERMAN                8/2
5015 CHERRY LANE
MOHNTON, PA 19540
 
LINDA REAM                                         8/3
230 EDGEMONT LANE  
NEWMANSTOWN, PA 17073
  
LINDA BEARD                                       8/4
300 St. Mark Ave. #1117
Lititz, PA 17543 

RONALD BINGEMAN                         8/4
580 GOCKLEY ROAD
STEVENS, PA 17578
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

August Birthdays

Clyde Showalter
Mary Ann Weitzel

Michael A. Crowther
Clarice Haws

Charles Moyer
Anna Adams

 

Nursing Home

R E S I D E N T S 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please let us know if you

have a change of
address, email or 
phone number. 

secretary@swamplutheran.org

Happy Birthday 

Please advise the office if this is the magic year that you turn 70! Just give Terri a call at
717-336-2849 or email her at secretary@swamplutheran.org

to all born in August!LARRY HAGY                               01
PAM LEISEY                                 01
CAMERON NYE                           01
JANET ALBERT-HERMAN        02
MELIA VAN ZANT                        02
LINDA REAM                                03
HEATHER WEAVER                   03
JEN BRUBAKER                          03
LINDA BEARD                              04
RONALD BINGAMAN                 04
BETH NYE                                     04
ERIK POSEGAY                           06
LOUETTA FRANCK                     08
KATHY WORLEY                         08
JERRY HOWE                              09
 

 

 

ZAC BROWN                                 11
TOM SHOWALTER                      12
DENISE WELLER                         15
BEATTY GRESS                           16
JERE MARTIN                               16
SHAWNA MOYER                        17
GARY REDDIG                              17
GILLIAN CHIRIGOS                     20
RONALD CRILLS                         21
JOHN LEVAN                                22
BETH SWEIGERT                        24
MICHELLE BROWN                    27
NATHAN SHUGARTS                 27
LAURIE SAUDER                         27
CLYDE SHOWALTER                 27
SUSIE HEYDENREICH               31
 
  
 

 
RON CRILLS                                                     8/21
137 MEADOW VALLEY RD #50
EPHRATA, PA 17522
   
JOHN LEVAN                                                    8/22
208 HAWTHORNE CT. NORTH
READING, PA 19610
 
CLYDE SHOWALTER                                     8/27
FAITHFUL LIVING
2015 N. READING RD. #117
DENVER, PA 17517
 
ELIZABETH BRUBAKER                               8/28
104 MECHANIC STREET
REINHOLDS, PA 17569
  
SUSAN HEYDENREICH (FICHTNER)       8/31          
48 COOPER WAY
DENVER, PA 17517
 

 

LOUETTA FRANCK                           8/8
8 EDIE DRIVE
DENVER, PA 17517

 BEATRICE GRESS                           8/16
155 S. BLAINSPORT ROAD
REINHOLDS PA 17569

JERE MARTIN                                    8/16
74 HAWK VALLEY LANE
DENVER, PA 17517
 
GARY REDDIG                                    8/17
21 STONE CREEK CT.
EPHRATA, PA 17522



Exciting
UPCOMING

EVENTS

The church needs your help as a volunteer. From time to time members of the
church need assistance in getting somewhere or even to get to church. It is not often but
when the need arises we would appreciate having some folks who are willing to drive if
available. Please call Terri at the office to identify yourself as a willing volunteer driver.
God needs our hands and feet to assist those in our church family.
 

AUGUST 
 4    David & Laraine Kramer 
11  Lowell & Sandy Haws 
18  Cody Leisey & Aubrey Page
 25  Jen Brubaker

GREETER SCHEDULE

Thank you for serving as greeters. 
Please try to be at the front door 
by 8:10 am.

August    6      7:00PM       Homes of Hope
August  13     11:00AM      Widow & Widowers Fox Creamery Ephrata
August  18      8:30AM       Blessing of the Backpacks during Service
August   21     7:00 PM      Church Council Meeting
August   25    10:00AM      Church Picnic
August   27     7:00PM        Homes of Hope
August  28      7:00PM    Widows & Widowers Historical Society of Cocalico’s       
               

GREETER SCHEDULE 
SEPTEMBER

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS. Sunday September 8th 2024.
Service committee would like to have our congregation join the ELCA sponsored service
opportunity. This is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as a congregation – one
church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. Service activities offer an
opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as Lutherans- an act of
service sharing God’s grace freely given for all. How can you be of service?
Do you know of a local organization that could use a few hours of help?
Do you know of a neighbor, friend, or fellow member of the congregation that could use a
few hours of help around the house/yard area?
Are you interested in signing up and joining in this fun faith filled service activity?
If you have service ideas please contact Pastor Brubaker or Jodi Showalter.

Jot this date down. August 26.
Please contact Terri Renninger at 717-336-2849 or email secretary@swamplutheran.org
with information regarding the September Newsletter, no later than August 26. 
Your cooperation is appreciated. Thank you.

Program at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Ephrata. 

 1 Jan Risser
 8 Deb Sweigert 
15 Jim & Kathy Hickernell 
22 John & Carol Chmielewski
29 Alan & Kathy Worley

September 15  10AM - 12:00PM    Touch-A-Truck



Knitters and Crocheters Needed 
Thank you for changing your focus back to making Prayer Shawls. 
Your donations can be left in the library. 
Thank you to all who continue to work on this outreach.

 

Lutheran Disaster Response shares God's hope, healing and renewal with people
whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world.
When the dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance
to those in need  You may support these efforts by writing a check to Swamp Lutheran
with the memo marked Disaster Response. The church will then send one check to
Lutheran Disaster who in turn will donate 100% of the donation to assist those impacted.
                       Thank You as You Continue to Give Generously!! 

 

FOOD BANK – Needs of the food bank are ongoing and need replenished monthly.
There is a need for paper towels, pasta, canned fruit and soup. Thank you for helping as
you are able. We distribute on the 2nd Wednesday each month. Please check for a
current expiration date.

ALTAR FLOWER/CANDLE UPDATE:
The altar flowers that have been sponsored thus far have been beautiful and we thank all
who donated to this ministry. Your continued support would be appreciated. The
following dates are available to sponsor the Altar Flowers: October 20, November 3,
December 29. There are many opportunities to sponsor the Sanctuary Candle. Flowers
are $40.00 and Candle is $5.00.
Contact Sue Kreitz at 717-283-9444 or John Frantz at 717-606-8994.

THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered for the COCALICO MINISTERIUM’S
ACTS OF LOVE SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM. We couldn’t have done it without you!



Gently Used Sneakers Needed. SLY is collecting sneakers as a fundraiser. Used
sneakers (pairs only; athletic shoes only) may be deposited in the bins located in the
Narthex and the social hall lobby. SLY is not able to accept any non-athletic footwear
including but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain boots, sandals, slip-ons, water
socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may be addressed to Pastor
Scott Brubaker at 717-598-4663 or email pastor@swamplutheran.org

August 18, during the 8:30AM Service, we will give thanks and praise for our children
and teachers and the fact that they will have all they need as they begin their school
year with our Blessing of the Backpacks. As a manner of encouragement to the
excited and comfort to the anxious, Pastor Scott will invite the teachers and children
and their backpacks/work bags to the front for prayer. 
Bring your school bags on August 18!

US FLAGS When a US flag becomes worn, faded, torn or soiled, it should be retired
and replaced with a new flag. For those of you interested in retiring your worn US
flags, please bring them to the church. We will collect them in the church library and
deliver them to the Reinholds VFW who will arrange for them to be retired in proper
fashion. Thank you for your consideration.

LWR SCHOOL KITS
 Last year, Swamp assembled and delivered 120 school kits to the LWR pick-up site. Many thanks to all who
donated supplies and helped us reach this goal! 
This year we're aiming for a match or more! 
We are presently accepting donations of items for this year's Lutheran World Relief School Kit Project
through the end of September. Please help make this year's project a success. Donations may be given to
Jane Lesher, Denise Null and Connie Taylor. 
Questions to Debbie Carvell 717-336-5638.

Items most needed: notebooks, pencils, erasers.
Items not needed:  No backpacks (thanks to Jane).
We appreciate everyone following the guidelines listed below, as Lutheran World Relief will not send
anything that doesn't adhere to these guidelines. Each backpack will contain:

70-80 sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper approximately 8"x10 1/2" - 4 per backpack
30-centimeter ruler or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other side - 1 per backpack
Pencil sharpener - 1 per backpack
Blunt scissors (safety scissors). (They must say this on the packaging) - 1 per backpack
Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers - 5 per backpack
Black or blue ink pens - 5 per backpack
Packs of 16 or 24 crayons - 1 per backpack
2 1/2" erasers - 1 per backpack



OFFICERS of COUNCIL

Lori Gockley, President,
 

David Sauder, Vice President
, 

 Danielle Kauffman, Secretary

Deb Kohl, Financial Secretary

Guy Templin, Co-Treasurer

Sue Knauer, Co-Treasurer
 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL LIAISONS

Danielle Kauffman —
Communication

Sue Ellen Knauer — Constitution;
Service; Personnel

Lee Showalter — Disaster
Response

Guy Templin — Finance;
Worship

Deb Sweigert — Love, Inc.

Randy Krater — Property

Pam Leisey — Learning

TBD—Safety & Security

Pastor Scott Brubaker — Scouts

Denise Kidwell — Kitchen Krew

Fritz Fichtner — Generosity

Jen Weitzel - Welcome

Alan Worley –Youth Ministry
 

After the committee explored several options, we have decided on the
best economic and efficient choice for our congregation.
 The options available are as follows:
Option 1:  Submit your own photo. Please email a high-resolution portrait
photo to Danielle Kauffman at DKauffman4992@gmail.com
Option 2:  A church member will be taking a directory photo at several
different scheduled times over the next few months. The first opportunity
will be on 8/25 during the Church Picnic. We will be contacting the
congregation with additional dates in the coming weeks.
If you have any questions, please reach out to committee members, Lori
Gockley (lgockely2@gmail.com) or Danielle Kauffman
(dkauffman4992@gmail.com).  

It is time for the 2024 Church Directory! 

Have you updated your will and remembered the
ministry of Christ at Swamp Lutheran?

Swamp Lutheran Church can be named a
beneficiary in your will and/or in your life insurance

policy.

Give a gift that celebrates your life and
commitment to Christ!



2024 Acts of Love Summer Lunch Program
Wednesday,
 August 7, 14

12 noon-1 pm 
Meals are provided by various churches and organizations of the Cocalico Ministerium and will be held at the

4 parks listed below. Meals will vary each week depending on the group providing the food. 
If you have any questions, please reach out to Real Life Community Services at 717-336-7797 option 1.

Adamstown Grove 339 W. Main St., Reinholds, PA 17569
Denver Park 801 W. Main St., Denver PA 17517
Reamstown Park E. Church St., Stevens, PA 17578
Chapel Gate Park (Reinholds) 57 Park View Dr., Reinholds, PA 17569

ALL MEALS ARE ON WEDNESDAYS
If you are in need of additional food help this summer, please reach out to Real Life community Services in

Denver at 717-336-7797 or Ephrata Area Social Services located in Ephrata at 717-733-0345.

The Cocalico Community feeding our Children!!



This is an adult event. Child care will be
available. Please let us know if your need

child care when you RSVP.

Details:
Please join us for a night of fun

and fundraising!
Dinner, Silent & Live Auctions,

Live Music, & Giveaways,
Benefiting

Event Info:
October 5, 2024
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Kirchenwald
Free

KIRCHENWALD
Saturday, October 5th 5-8pm
1 Cut Off Rd, Lebanon, PA 17042
Southern Style BBQ with all the Fixin’s and Premium
Spirits
Your Price to Attend?
Give us what you would pay for a dinner out 
at a nice restaurant, including tip
…at a really nice restaurant, not fast food!

 https://www.lutherancamping.org/rsvp/?
rsvp=2711  

RSVP
Party with a Purpose at Kirchenwald,

October 5 @ 5:00 pm










