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              WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT SWAMP LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Visitors are welcome and invited to make themselves at home.  If you’re 
interested in learning more about Swamp Lutheran, have questions, or are 
looking for a church home, speak with Pastor Scott or church members. Please 
complete a visitor card and place it in the offering plate or sign guest register in 
narthex. 
 
Restrooms are located off the narthex (lobby) by the coat rack. 
 
The worship service is printed in this bulletin. Hymns are found in the red hymnal 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Children’s active presence is welcomed in our 
worship. There are special kids bulletins available in the narthex and at the side 
entrance.  
 
Offering plates are passed. Additionally, there is an offering drop 
box in the narthex.  Online giving via cell phone is easy and secure. 
Just use this QR code from your phone’s camera app. 
 
Our worship is rooted in the ancient pattern of the church—gathering, word, 
meal, sending. The shape of this liturgy and much of the actual words/prayers 
come directly from scripture.  Though we make seasonal shifts, the constancy of 
our worship reflects God’s constant love and promises through forgiveness, 
scripture, and the sacraments of baptism and communion.  Following this 
liturgical pattern, as well as the Revised Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle 
of scripture readings, connects us through our worship with Christians around the 
world and throughout time. 
  
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We believe 
“Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given with bread 
and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and drink.” (Small Catechism, 
Martin Luther) Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion are welcome to 
come forward for a blessing. 
 
Website – Be sure and check our website www.swamplutheran.org regularly for 
updates and schedules of ongoing activities of the church.  Full prayer list is in 
the newsletter each month. 

 
 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/


GATHERING  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
 

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with 
Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the 
central focus is his commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this 
meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive 
love in humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ through 
this holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it 
into the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming 
days. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE                  JESUS, MY ALL                                                  ARR. ROGER C. WILSON         
 

congregational responses are in bold type. 
 
 

Stand 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle 
against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each 
other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism. 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and 
giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against 
God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days 
reconciled with God and with one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 
 
 



For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us 
even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN         LOVE CONSECRATES THE HUMBLEST ACT               ELW 360   

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new 
commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in 
our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

    
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 (read responsively) 
          
 

 1 I love the LORD, who has | heard my voice, 
  and listened to my | supplication, 



 2 for the LORD has given | ear to me 
  whenev- | er I called. 
 12 How shall I re- | pay the LORD 
  for all the good things God has | done for me? 
 13 I will lift the cup | of salvation 
  and call on the name | of the LORD.  
 14 I will fulfill my vows | to the LORD 
  in the presence of | all God’s people. 
 15 Precious in your | sight, O LORD, 
  is the death | of your servants. 
 16 O LORD, truly I | am your servant; 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me | from my 
bonds. 
 17 I will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving 
  and call upon the name | of the LORD. 
 18 I will fulfill my vows | to the LORD 
  in the presence of | all God’s people, 
 19 in the courts of | the LORD’s house, 
  in the midst of you, | O Jerusalem.  
 

 

READING:  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with 
Christ and with one another because it involves his body given for us and the 
new covenant in his blood. Faithful participation in this meal is a living 
proclamation of Christ’s death until he comes in the future. 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus 
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you 
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 

       The Holy Gospel according to John. 
       Glory to you, O Lord. 
        
The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not 
mentioned elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his 
disciples and urging them to do the same for one other. 
 

1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from 
God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and 
tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to 
wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around 
him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, 
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who 
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean.  
And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; 
for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
 12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the 
table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me 
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to 



you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you 
are blessed if you do them.” 
31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in 
him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 
glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look 
for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you 
cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 
as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 

      The Gospel of the Lord.  
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

SERMON  
 

Stand 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY         THREE HOLY DAYS ENFOLD US NOW                      ACS 930 

 



Sit 

FOOT WASHING (voluntary) 

On this night we have heard our Lord’s commandment to love one another as he 
has loved us. We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one 
another, to be servants to each other as Jesus became our servant. Our 
commitment to this loving service is signified in the washing of feet, following the 
example our Lord gave us on the night before his death. 

You are invited to proceed quietly to the chancel for foot washing. When it is your 
turn, sit in the chair, remove your right shoe and sock only. After the pastor has 
washed and dried your foot, you may reshoe and return to your seat.    

Stand 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*that is, the true, universal Christian church of all times and places 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

After each petition: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please share the peace. 
 

Sit 
 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 
OFFERTORY        WHERE CHARITY AND LOVE ARE SHOWN        ARR. PATRICK LOOMIS 
                                                      (CHANCEL CHOIR) 
 

OFFERING In addition to the plate, online giving via cell phone is safe and 
secure.  See QR code on the inside cover of this bulletin. 
 

 

As the offering is brought to the table, the congregation stands and sings. 
 
CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART               ELW 186 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 



Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.   Ame 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 



Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD remain standing 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Following the direction of the ushers, approach by the center aisle and return to 
your pew by the side aisles.  Please get a cup from the stack by the first pew 
before receiving bread. Grape juice and gluten free options are available – tell 
the usher. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS          JESU, JESU, FILL US WITH YOUR LOVE                  ELW 708 
                                        GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE                                       ELW 347 

 
After all have communed, stand 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament 
you strengthen us with the saving power 
of your suffering, death, and resurrection. 
May this sacrament of your body and blood 
so work in us that the fruits of your redemption 



will show forth in the way we live, 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR – After the stripping of the Communion Table and the 
linens and paraments are removed, please leave the church in silence.                                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CIRCLE OF PRAYER -  Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Ed Miller, John Wesner, Jeff 
Kappenstein, Nettie Kreiner, Clair Sweigart, Faith Moyer, Michael A. Crowther, Reba 
Ranck, Grace Ranck, Ray Fox, Gene Miller, Jean Wolf, Bobby Hershey, Marilyn 
Gelsinger, Edith Snyder, Teresa Sweigart, Mel and Troy Ulrich, Earl Myers, 
Elizabeth Sherman, Judy Habecker, Anna Rose Schannauer, Jerry Landis, Mary 
Beth Jenkins, Evelyn Gehman, Joan Leed, Ron Adams, Kevin Williams, Susan 
Levan, Larry Eberly, Gladys Eckenroad, Bonnie Koehle-Koon, Chris Zander, 
Kathleen Troutman, Sally Bergman, Kevin Reimert, Pam Heisey, Connie Malafarina, 
Ted Heisey, Regina Reinecker, Karen Klingensmith, Debbie Leed, Sue Van Zant, 
Alex Merionfeld, Susan Kreitz, Helen Werner, Cody Leisey, Michelle Moyer, Janet 
Craley, Scott Zook, Clarice Haws, Dianna Becker (Gockley’s neighbor), Laurie 
Sauder, Sue Templin, Clyde Showalter, Ashley Milosek (friend of Cody and Aubrey 
Leisey) Dave Brown, Pat Miller, Brian Gress, Lucille Lorah, Leah Showalter (Louetta 
Franck’s great niece) Michael Miller, Mark Stoner, Robert Reaser, Leonard Hoover, 
Laney Garrison, Sam Reimert, Lou Smith, Bob Shank, Sammy Hanna (friend of Ruth 
& Gaile) the family of Lowell Haws, the family of Jeremy Charles and the family of 
Janet Bingaman. 
 

SANCTUARY CANDLE in memory of loved ones by the congregation. 
 

 

                                          
Holy Week at Swamp 

April 3              Good Friday Worship @ 8pm 



April 4              Community Egg Hunt (5th grade and younger) @ 10am 
April 5              Easter Sunday Worship @ 6am and 8:30am; Breakfast @ 7am 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Readings for today 

Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14 

 
Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the 
festival of Passover. This festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was 
used as a sign to protect God’s people from the threat of death. The early church 
described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in 
portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God’s people from sin and death. 
 
 

1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark 
for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for 
you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they 
are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4If a household is 
too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the 
lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. [5Your 
lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or 
from the goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the 
whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall 
take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the 
houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall 



eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat 
any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and 
inner organs. 10You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that 
remains until the morning you shall burn. ] 11This is how you shall eat it: your 
loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall 
eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 12For I will pass through the land of 
Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 
human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I 
am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when 
I strike the land of Egypt. 
 14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a 
festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a 
perpetual ordinance. 

 
GOSPEL MESSAGE 

April 2, 2026 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 
The Highest and the Lowest 

The paradoxes of Holy Week continue during this supper scene. Jesus, the 
disciples’ Lord and Teacher, the very Son of God, takes the posture of the lowest 
slave. Footwashing would be considered disgraceful for anyone other than the 
most menial servant. Despite this, Jesus, grounded in his identity as God’s Son, 
serves his friends in this intimate, humble act. 

John goes out of his way to emphasize both Jesus’ divine confidence and the 
scandalous nature of his behavior. The highest exaltation and the most lowly 
servanthood stand in mysterious tension. Why must it be so? Only in this 
paradox can the full extent of divine love be revealed. God Almighty, in the flesh, 
serves. The one who should be attended by angels bends before those who will 
abandon and even betray him. There is no limit to how far Jesus will go to 
connect with us, no barrier that would prevent him from drawing near to us. 

The use of water might remind you of baptism. In the sacraments, the God who 
transcends all of creation comes to you in earthly, physical elements: water, 
bread, and wine. Jesus reveals the divine identity: holy, glorious, and powerful 
enough to overcome sin and defeat death, but humble enough to use his might to 
redeem a world that rejects him. A mere human would not be strong enough to 



rescue us from sin, and a God who remains distant could not pay the cost of 
saving love. Jesus, human and divine, exalted and lowly, gives his life to us and 
for us on the cross. 

This paradox not only gives us salvation; it invites us into a new way of life. We 
who need the washing of grace can live out that grace by washing the feet of 
others. We can serve. Knowing that Jesus has given all love to us, we can give 
that love away. This is the gift of our Lord and Teacher; may it be the path for our 
life together. 

              
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

You are Welcome Here! 
At Swamp Lutheran Church, Grace is Spoken Here! We welcome with full participation and 
inclusion all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes all, 
regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, or relationship status. We 
welcome all without regard to addictions, imprisonment, physical or mental health, socio-
economic circumstances or anything that too often divides us. Together as one in the Spirit, our 
unity is in Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Notice Regarding Audio/Video Recording and/or Photography of Services/Events:  

Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church 
717-336-2849 

www.swamplutheran.org 
secretary@swamplutheran.org 

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30AM – 12:00 noon 
 

The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 
Cell: 717-598-4663 Email: pastor@swamplutheran.org 

 
 Terri Renninger, Church Secretary – 717-336-2849 

Jonathan Gyorke, Sexton – 717-435-3091 
Sue Kreitz, Organist/Choir Director – 717-283-9444 

Grady Daub, Assistant Organist – 717-917-2430 
Doug Kulp, Bell Choir Director – 717-336-7798 
Cody Leisey, Council President – 717-733-1095 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:30AM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45AM 

 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pastor@swamplutheran.org


Persons participating in events or worship services sponsored by Swamp Evangelical Lutheran 
Church are subject to being recorded by photographic, video, and/or audio devices. Your 
photo/recording may be used without your written permission. By attending a Swamp Evangelical 
Lutheran Church service or event, you release our employees and officers and all persons 
involved from any liability connected with the taking, recording, digitizing, and/or publication of 
photographs, computer images, video and/or sound recordings. 
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