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            WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT SWAMP LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Guests are welcome and invited to make themselves at home.  If you’re 
interested in learning more about Swamp Lutheran, have questions, or are 
looking for a church home, speak with Pastor Scott or church members. Please 
complete a visitor card and place it in the offering plate or sign guest register in 
narthex. 
 
Restrooms are located off the narthex (lobby) by the coat rack. 
 
The worship service is printed in this bulletin. Hymns are found in the red hymnal 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Children’s active presence is welcomed in our 
worship. There are special kids bulletins available in the narthex and at the side 
entrance.  
 
Offering plates are passed. Additionally, there is an offering drop 
box in the narthex.  Online giving via cell phone is easy and secure. 
Just use this QR code from your phone’s camera app. 
 
Our worship is rooted in the ancient pattern of the church—gathering, word, 
meal, sending. The shape of this liturgy and much of the actual words/prayers 
come directly from scripture.  Though we make seasonal shifts, the constancy of 
our worship reflects God’s constant love and promises through forgiveness, 
scripture, and the sacraments of baptism and communion.  Following this 
liturgical pattern, as well as the Revised Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle 
of scripture readings, connects us through our worship with Christians around the 
world and throughout time. 
  
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We believe 
“Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given with 
bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and drink.” (Small 
Catechism, Martin Luther) Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion are 
welcome to come forward for a blessing. 
 
Website – Be sure and check our website www.swamplutheran.org regularly for 
updates and schedules of ongoing activities of the church.  Full prayer list is in 
the newsletter each month. 

 
 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/


GATHERING  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating 
Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. 
Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and 
recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this 
hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE        
 

congregational responses are in bold type. 
 
 

Stand 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
  
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN       TAKE MY LIFE, THAT I MAY BE           ELW 685   
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our 
works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and 
finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Children leave for Children’s Church 
 

    
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 

READING: Philemon 1-21 
 

Onesimus, a new Christian and a man enslaved by Philemon, has helped Paul, 
who is in prison. Paul writes this letter to his friend Philemon to encourage him to 
receive Onesimus, upon his return, as a sibling in Christ. 
 
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
  To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier 
Archippus, and to the church in your house: 
  3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  4 I thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of 
your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the 



partnership of your faith may become effective as you comprehend all the good 
that we share in Christ. 7 I have indeed received much joy and encouragement 
from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through 
you, my brother. 
    8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command 
you to do the right thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—
and I, Paul, do this as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I 
am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during 
my imprisonment. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful 
to you and to me. 12 I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13 I 
wanted to keep him with me so that he might minister to me in your place during 
my imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing without your 
consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something 
forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so 
that you might have him back for the long term, 16 no longer as a slave but more 
than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, 
both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
  17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome 
me. 18 If he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to 
me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about 
your owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from 
you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I am 
writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33 
 
       The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

    Glory to you, O Lord.   
 
Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him 
should know from the outset that completing the course of discipleship will finally 
mean renouncing all other allegiances. 
 
25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to 
them, 26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my 
disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and 
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, 
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to 
ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or 
what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes 
against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is still far 
away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, 
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.” 

 

      The Gospel of the Lord.  
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

SERMON 
 

CHILDREN RETURN FROM CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*that is, the true, universal Christian church of all times and places 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
After each petition: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please share the peace. 
 

Sit 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERTORY            
 

OFFERING In addition to the plate, online giving via cell phone is safe and 
secure.  See QR code on the inside cover of this bulletin. 
 

As the offering is brought to the table, the congregation stands and sings.  

 
OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Lord of the harvest, 
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, 
but on you, who richly provides for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered 
to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

LAMB OF GOD REMAIN STANDING 

 
 



THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Following the direction of the ushers, form a circle to receive communion. The 
bread, cup, and wine will be brought to you. Grape juice and gluten free options 
are available—tell the usher. After being communed, please return to your seat. 
 

After all have communed, stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

O God, 
through this meal you have strengthened us 
and appointed us to be your servants. 
Send us to do good and to share our possessions 
with all in need. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 
 
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
 

BLESSING 
 
The God of righteousness, 
who gives justice to the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry, 
who sets the prisoners free, 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN    OH, THAT THE LORD WOULD GUIDE MY WAYS            ELW 772  
 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE            



                                                      ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER -  Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Ed Miller, John Wesner, 
Jeff Kappenstein, Nettie Kreiner, Clair Sweigart, Faith Moyer, Michael A. 
Crowther, Reba Ranck, Grace Ranck, Ray Fox, Gene Miller, Jean Wolf, Bobby 
Hershey, Marilyn Gelsinger, Edith Snyder, Teresa Sweigart, Mel and Troy Ulrich, 
Earl Myers, Elizabeth Sherman, Judy Habecker, Anna Rose Schannauer, Jerry 
Landis, Mary Beth Jenkins, Evelyn Gehman, Joan Leed, Ron Adams, Kevin 
Williams, Karen Laudenslager, Susan Levan, Larry Eberly, Janet Bingaman, 
Dwayne Dimitris, Gladys Eckenroad, Bonnie Koehle-Koon, Ross Houck, Chris 
Zander, Kathleen Troutman, Sally Bergman, Keith Reimert, Pam Heisey, Connie 
Malafarina, Ted Heisey, Regina Reinecker, Karen Klingensmith, Debbie Leed, 
Sue Van Zant, Alex Merionfeld, Susan Kreitz, Helen Werner, Sandy Clouser, 
Larry Wolf, Cody Leisey, Lou Smith, family of Karen Krater and the family of Ron 
Stoner. 
 

CONDOLENCES to the family of Karen Krater who joined the Church 
Triumphant on September 3. Her Celebration of Life will be held at Swamp in the 
near future. Please keep Randy and the family in your prayers during this difficult 
time of loss. Notes of sympathy for Randy can be sent to him at 135 Cocalico 
Road, Robesonia, PA 19551.  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of their parents, Gil and Joann Gockley 
and Vernon and Edith Showalter, by Lee and Jodi Showalter. 
 

SANCTUARY CANDLE is given in memory of loved ones by the congregation.  
 

FLOWERS: If you would like to sponsor a Sunday for the flowers or candle, 
please contact Sue Kreitz at 717-283-9444 or John Frantz at 717-606-8994.                 

Food Bank – Needs of the food bank are ongoing and need replenished 
monthly. There is a need for canned chicken, tuna and vegetables. Please check 
for a current expiration date. Thank you for helping as you are able. We distribute 
on the 2nd Wednesday each month.  
 

Swamp Lutheran Chancel Choir News The first rehearsal for the Chancel 
Choir will take place on Wednesday September 10 at 7:00pm in the choir room. If 
you enjoy singing, we’d love to have you join us. Contact Sue Kreitz with 
questions. 717-283-9444        

 

      



The Swamp Lutheran Handbell Choir will be starting their 24th 
season of ringing and we are looking for some new recruits to join 
in the fun! Our first practice/meeting will take place on Mon. Sept. 8 
at 7:00 in the church sanctuary. No experience is necessary. We 
are happy to work with beginners at all musical levels. Please 

contact Doug Kulp (717-333-5744) or any member of the Bell Choir for more 
information. Hope you can join us as we begin our new season! 

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS. TODAY at 10:30am. 
Service committee would like to have our congregation join the ELCA sponsored 
service opportunity. This is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as a 
congregation – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. 
Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic 
convictions as Lutherans- an act of service sharing God’s grace freely given for 
all. Join us for lunch and service in the social hall. 
 

Salem-Kissel Hill & Bergstrasse congregations invites you, the congregations 
of the North Lancaster and Lancaster conferences, to participate in our first 
annual "Weave Together" Community Service Project & Retreat! First up is to 
invite your friends and neighbors to crochet or knit 12" X 12" single squares using 
any washable & dryable worsted (4) weight yarn. Any stitch, any color! Drop off 
completed squares at Salem-Kissel Hill 717-627-0048 or Bergstrasse 717-733-
7808 before September 21. Be sure to call first to make sure someone is 
available to receive your squares!  
Next - register for the "Weave Together Retreat" happening on Saturday October 
3, 8:30 am - 4:00 pm when we will 'weave together' the gathered squares into 
blankets that will then be distributed to the Lancaster County unhoused 
populations between Thanksgiving and Christmas. The retreat includes a bible 
study, lunch, snacks and a wealth of yet to be determined learnings from each 
other weaving our love and life experience into each blanket.  
For those who don't crochet or knit --- there will be plenty of work to be done 
sorting, gathering, cooking, etc.!  
Watch for dates and times when we'll present our gifts to our unhoused 
neighbors. 
 
 
 
 
 



Knitters and Crocheters: We have been asked to provide baby 
blankets for Veteran Families. Please use SOFT yarn with not too 
loose of a pattern and no more than 32" X 32 ," but not less than 27" 
square or rectangular. There are some copies of baby blanket patterns 

in the library at church where the shawls/blankets are being collected. We need 
more boy colors than girl colors. 
 
 

 



 



 



Greeter Schedule September                             Greeter Schedule October 
 

7 Josh Garrison                                                       5 Deb Sweigert 
14 Steve & Karen Laudenslager                             12 John & Sharon Levan 
21 Carl & Louetta Franck                                        19 Deb Kohl 
28 John & Carol Chmielewski                                 26 Denise Kidwell 
 

Coffee Schedule for September                         Coffee Schedule October                                
7 Ray Weitzel                                                          5 Randy Gockley 
14 Pam Leisey                                                        12 Randy Gockley 
21 Lee Showalter                                                    19 Randy Gockley                               
28 Pam Leisey                                                         26  Randy Gockley        
 

               Week in the Parish (Sept 7 - 14) 

September 7          10:30AM            God’s Work Our Hands 
September 8          7:00PM              Bell Choir  
September 9          6:00PM              Zoom Bible Study    
September 9          7:15PM              Worship Cmte                      
September 10        1-4:00PM           EASS Food Distribution 
September 10        7:00PM              Choir 
September 11        6:30PM              Learning Cmte 
September 14        8:30AM              Worship 
September 14        10:00AM            Touch a Truck 
 

                                    UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

September 16        6:00PM              Zoom Bible Study 
September 17        7:00PM              Choir 
September 21        8:30AM              Worship  
September 21        9:45AM              Sunday School begins 
September 22        7:00PM              Bell Choir 

 

DAILY READINGS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
Mon Sept 8        Psalm 101 2 Kings 17:24-41 1 Timothy 3:14—4:5 
Tue Sept 9         Psalm 101 2 Kings 18:9-18 1 Timothy 4:6-16 
Wed Sept 10      Psalm 101 2 Kings 18:19-25; 19:1-7 Luke 18:18-30 
Thurs Sept 11    Psalm 51:1-10 Genesis 6:1-6 1 Timothy 1:1-11 
Fri Sept 12         Psalm 51:1-10 Genesis 7:6-10; 8:1-5 2 Peter 2:1-10a 
Sat Sept 13        Psalm 51:1-10 Genesis 8:20—9:7 John 10:11-21 
 

                             UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS 
Sun Sept 14      Exodus 32:7-14 Psalm 51:1-10 1 Timothy 1:12-17 Luke 15:1-1                         



Other Readings for this Sunday 

 

 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their 
ancestors. In this passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life 
by loving and obeying the LORD; or choose death by following other gods. 
15 See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If 
you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you 
today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his 
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become 
numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering 
to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray 
to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today that you 
shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to 
enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I 
have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you 
and your descendants may live, 20 loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and 
holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may 
live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob. 

Psalm 1 
They are like trees planted by streams of water. (Ps. 1:3) 
 

 1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 
 2 Their delight is in the law | of the LORD, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night.  
 3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, 
with leaves that | do not wither; 
  everything they | do shall prosper. 
 4 It is not so | with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 
 6 For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.  
 



GOSPEL MESSAGE 

September 7, 2025 
LECTIONARY 23 
What Is Most Important 

When someone comes to be baptized, they are often joined by family and friends 
who gather around the font and promise to love and support them as they grow 
in the faith. In the baptismal waters, God does something wonderful and 
profound: God connects us with Christ’s saving grace. In this moment we are 
made part of a new community that flows from God’s incredible love. 

How dissonant it is to read Jesus’ words from Luke’s gospel today with this sort 
of an occasion in mind. “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and 
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot 
be my disciple” (14:26). How can hating family be a faithful response to God’s 
divine grace and love? How can this be the way to live into the baptismal 
promises of love and care? 

We know that Jesus loves the whole world: every person, creature, and molecule 
reverberates with God’s own heart. Scripture and sermons and songs of the faith 
proclaim time and again: we all are recipients of God’s love! And when we are 
baptized, we are unapologetically claimed as God’s beloved. Such belovedness 
is the very foundation of our identity in faith. 

Perhaps we can take Jesus’ words here seriously without taking them literally: 
Christ’s love for us is more important than even our closest ties to friends, family, 
or chosen family. Christ’s love is more important than any paycheck we receive 
or how much cash we keep in our pockets. Jesus prioritizes life-changing love 
over all other loyalties we might have. When we are baptized, our lives are 
grounded in this countercultural compassion, justice, and care. Our relationship 
with God may indeed strain some of our other relationships, but perhaps it is 
exactly the sort of love that renews our hearts and truly transforms our world. 

. 
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You are Welcome Here! 
At Swamp Lutheran Church, Grace is Spoken Here! We welcome with full participation and 
inclusion all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes all, 
regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, or relationship status. We 
welcome all without regard to addictions, imprisonment, physical or mental health, socio-
economic circumstances or anything that too often divides us. Together as one in the Spirit, our 
unity is in Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Notice Regarding Audio/Video Recording and/or Photography of Services/Events:  
Persons participating in events or worship services sponsored by Swamp Evangelical Lutheran 
Church are subject to being recorded by photographic, video, and/or audio devices. Your 
photo/recording may be used without your written permission. By attending a Swamp Evangelical 
Lutheran Church service or event, you release our employees and officers and all persons 
involved from any liability connected with the taking, recording, digitizing, and/or publication of 
photographs, computer images, video and/or sound recordings. 
 

 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006925 

 

 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pastor@swamplutheran.org

	Reading: Philemon 1-21
	Gospel Acclamation
	Holy Gospel: Luke 14:25-33
	The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
	Glory to you, O Lord.
	The Gospel of the Lord.
	Other Readings for this Sunday
	Deuteronomy 30:15-20
	Psalm 1

