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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT SWAMP LUTHERAN CHURCH

Guests are welcome and invited to make themselves at home. If you're
interested in learning more about Swamp Lutheran, have questions, or are
looking for a church home, speak with Pastor Scott or church members. Please
complete a visitor card and place it in the offering plate or sign guest register in
narthex.

Restrooms are located off the narthex (lobby) by the coat rack.

The worship service is printed in this bulletin. Hymns are found in the red hymnal
Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Children’s active presence is welcomed in our
worship. There are special kids bulletins available in the narthex and at the side
entrance.

Offering plates are passed. Additionally, there is an offering drop
box in the narthex. Online giving via cell phone is easy and secure.
Just use this QR code from your phone’s camera app.

Our worship is rooted in the ancient pattern of the church—gathering, word,
meal, sending. The shape of this liturgy and much of the actual words/prayers
come directly from scripture. Though we make seasonal shifts, the constancy of
our worship reflects God’s constant love and promises through forgiveness,
scripture, and the sacraments of baptism and communion. Following this
liturgical pattern, as well as the Revised Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle
of scripture readings, connects us through our worship with Christians around the
world and throughout time.

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We believe
“Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given with bread
and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and drink.” (Small Catechism,
Martin Luther) Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion are welcome to
come forward for a blessing.

Website — Be sure and check our website www.swamplutheran.org regularly for
updates and schedules of ongoing activities of the church. Full prayer list is in
the newsletter each month.


http://www.swamplutheran.org/

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock
from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the
rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s
mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to
this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to
build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual
worship through word and deed.

PRELUDE

congregational responses are in bold type.
Stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN BuiLT ON A Rock ELW 652
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our
life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may
gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Sit

Children leave for Children’s Church

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

Reading: Romans 12:1-8

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-
pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we
live but are transformed by the Spirit's renewing work. God’s grace empowers
different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to
build up the body of Christ.

1| appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is
your reasonable act of worship.



2Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the
mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and
acceptable and perfect.

3For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment,
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one
body we have many members and not all the members have the same
function, °so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another. ® We have gifts that differ according to the grace given
to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ” ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; ®the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader,
in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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HoLy GosPEL: Matthew 16:13-20

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the
Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a
church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 1* And they said, “Some
say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” > He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” 16 Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” *” And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. '8 And | tell you, you are Peter,
and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail
against it. 1°| will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.” 22 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that
he was the Messiah.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit

SERMON

CHILDREN RETURN FROM CHILDREN’S CHURCH

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

Students and educators come forward with their backpacks/work bags.

Prayer of Blessing

Those who serve as school employees, school board members, etc. please
stand during the prayer.



Stand

APOSTLES' CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*that is, the true, universal Christian church of all times and places

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

After each petition:
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share the peace.

Sit



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERTORY

OFFERING In addition to the plate, online giving via cell phone is safe and
secure. See QR code on the inside cover of this bulletin.

As the offering is brought to the table, the congregation stands and sings.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

Thanks be to God.

LAMB OF GOD REMAIN STANDING
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Following the direction of the ushers, form a circle to receive communion. The
bread, cup, and wine will be brought to you. Grape juice and gluten free options
are available—tell the usher. After being communed, please return to your seat.

After all have communed, stand
PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

Let us pray.

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,

*+ one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN WE ALL ARE ONE IN MISSION ELW 576

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



CIRCLE OF PRAYER - Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Ed Miller, John Wesner,
Jeff Kappenstein, Nettie Kreiner, Clair Sweigart, Faith Moyer, Michael A.
Crowther, Reba Ranck, Grace Ranck, Ray Fox, Gene Miller, Jean Wolf, Larry
Wolf, Bobby Hershey, Marilyn Gelsinger, Edith Snyder, Teresa Sweigart, Mel and
Troy Ulrich, Earl Myers, Elizabeth Sherman, Judy Habecker, Anna Rose
Schannauer, Jerry Landis, Mary Beth Jenkins, Evelyn Gehman, Joan Leed, Ron
Adams, Kevin Williams, Susan Levan, Gladys Eckenroad, Bonnie Koehle-Koon,
Kathleen Troutman, Sally Bergman, Kevin Reimert, Pam Heisey, Connie
Malafarina, Ted Heisey, Karen Klingensmith, Helen Werner, Cody Leisey,
Michelle Moyer, Scott Zook, Dianna Becker (Gockley’s neighbor), Laurie Sauder,
Sue Templin, Clyde Showalter, Ashley Milosek (friend of Cody and Aubrey
Leisey), Dave Brown, Pat Miller, Lucille Lorah, Leah Showalter (Louetta Franck’s
great niece), Mark Stoner, Robert Reaser, Laney Garrison, Sam Reimert, Llew
Smith, Bob Shank, Sammy Hanna (friend of Ruth & Gaile), Pat Grove & Daphne,
Aaron Gasparich (friend of Jenny Weitzel) and Tina Krall (friend of Larry and
Sally Hagy) Greg and Jenn Rhodes (Connie Taylor’'s neighbor), Wanda Maxey,
Chris Zander, Allison Kenawell, Margaret Kroh, Jason Stricker, Mike Sawyer
(friend of Lee and Jodi Showalter), Linda and Dennis Mohn, Jen Sikie (sister of
Terri Renninger), Keith Weinhold, (nephew of Linda and Shorty Ream and cousin
of Beth Garrison), Melody Eckenroth (sister of Sue Kreitz's neighbor), Frank
Sheets (friend of Connie and Jenner Taylor), Steve and Karen Laudenslager,
Lori Hartranft (cousin of Sue Kreitz’'s neighbor), Lori Page (Aubrey Leisey’s
Mom), Nettie Kreiner (John Frantz’s sister) Karen McCoy and Bindi Chojnacki
(friends of Mark and Roslyn Bansner) and the family of Paul Ream.

SANCTUARY CANDLE is given in memory of Aunt Alverta.



Other Readings for this Sunday

Isaiah 51:1-6
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants,
so now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will
never end.
Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2 Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when | called him,
but | blessed him and made him many.
3 For the LorD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
4 Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
5| will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.



Psalm 138

O Lorb, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8)
L1 will give thanks to you, O LorD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods | will | sing your praise.
2| will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because
of your steadfast | love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things.
3When | called, you | answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.
4All the rulers of the earth will praise ! you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth.
5They will sing of the ways | of the LoRbD,
that great is the glory ! of the LoRob.
6The LorD is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty ! from afar.
"Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand
shall save me.
8You will make good your pur- | pose for me;
O LoRbD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the
works | of your hands.



GOSPEL MESSAGE

August 23, 2026
LECTIONARY 21
Revealing God

Jesus came to earth as God incarnate, meaning “in or having bodily form.” This
was no accident. The prophets of the past had used their bodies and their words
so people could understand God. In Christ, God was revealed in flesh and blood,
allowing us to know who God is and what God'’s priorities are for creation.

Peter points this out to us, saying that Christ is “the Son of the living God”
(Matthew 16:16). As a living God, moving among us as Jesus Christ, God
reveals Godself directly. God reveals the divine nature and priorities through
Jesus’ earthly life. Jesus lives without possessions, sharing in the suffering of
people who are poor and oppressed. On the Galilean coast he feeds thousands
of people before teaching them. He befriends outcasts like Zacchaeus the tax
collector and the Canaanite woman. He calls out the greed and misplaced
priorities of the wealthy by flipping tables. Instead of merely telling us, Christ
incarnate shows us that God has a serious concern for all people on the margins
of society.

As the church is formed into the body of Christ, we too now reveal to the world
who God is and what God’s priorities are. How does our ministry show God’s
concern for those who are poor and marginalized today? Do we seek out and
walk alongside people cast out by dominant society? Do we not only preach the
word but make sure people are fed as well?

By accompanying our neighbors in their struggles for dignity, justice, and the
right to flourish, we do the good work of followers of Jesus, striving with God for
the end of all oppression and death, for a world made whole.
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You are Welcome Here!
At Swamp Lutheran Church, Grace is Spoken Here! We welcome with full participation and
inclusion all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes all,
regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, or relationship status. We
welcome all without regard to addictions, imprisonment, physical or mental health, socio-
economic circumstances or anything that too often divides us. Together as one in the Spirit, our
unity is in Jesus Christ.

Notice Regarding Audio/Video Recording and/or Photography of Services/Events:

Persons participating in events or worship services sponsored by Swamp Evangelical Lutheran
Church are subject to being recorded by photographic, video, and/or audio devices. Your
photo/recording may be used without your written permission. By attending a Swamp Evangelical
Lutheran Church service or event, you release our employees and officers and all persons
involved from any liability connected with the taking, recording, digitizing, and/or publication of
photographs, computer images, video and/or sound recordings.
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