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           WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT SWAMP LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Guests are welcome and invited to make themselves at home.  If you’re 
interested in learning more about Swamp Lutheran, have questions, or are 
looking for a church home, speak with Pastor Scott or church members. Please 
complete a visitor card and place it in the offering plate or sign guest register in 
narthex. 
 
Restrooms are located off the narthex (lobby) by the coat rack. 
 
The worship service is printed in this bulletin. Hymns are found in the red hymnal 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Children’s active presence is welcomed in our 
worship. There are special kids bulletins available in the narthex and at the side 
entrance.  
 
Offering plates are passed. Additionally, there is an offering drop 
box in the narthex.  Online giving via cell phone is easy and secure. 
Just use this QR code from your phone’s camera app. 
 
Our worship is rooted in the ancient pattern of the church—gathering, word, 
meal, sending. The shape of this liturgy and much of the actual words/prayers 
come directly from scripture.  Though we make seasonal shifts, the constancy of 
our worship reflects God’s constant love and promises through forgiveness, 
scripture, and the sacraments of baptism and communion.  Following this 
liturgical pattern, as well as the Revised Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle 
of scripture readings, connects us through our worship with Christians around the 
world and throughout time. 
  
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We believe 
“Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given with bread 
and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and drink.” (Small Catechism, 
Martin Luther) Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion are welcome to 
come forward for a blessing. 
 
Website – Be sure and check our website www.swamplutheran.org regularly for 
updates and schedules of ongoing activities of the church.  Full prayer list is in 
the newsletter each month. 
 

 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/


GATHERING  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in 
God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words 
about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them. 
Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the 
lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we 
might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world. 
 
PRELUDE         IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE                    ARR. CINDY BERRY 
                                    (IN THE SETTING OF J.S.BACH’S MINUET IN G)                 

 

congregational responses are in bold type. 
 
 

Stand 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
  
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
  



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN                      BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS                      ELW 656  

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake 
of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and 
give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Children leave for Children’s Church 
    

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 

Reading: Romans 12:9-21 
 
Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-
Christians. Love is the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter 
evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with good. While 
Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at 
peace with all people. 
 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one 
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag 
in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord.  



12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the 
needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. 
  14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice 
with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one 
another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser 
than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is 
noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the 
wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the 
Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give 
them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 
 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28 
 
      The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

    Glory to you, O Lord.   
 
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” 
(16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove 
hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.” 
 
21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus 
began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed 
and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he 
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For 
what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what 
will they give in return for their life? 
  27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and 
then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are 
some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom.” 
 
      The Gospel of the Lord.  
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
 

SERMON  
 

CHILDREN RETURN FROM CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

Stand 
 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
*that is, the true, universal Christian church of all times and places 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
After each petition: 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please share the peace. 
 
Sit 
 
 
 
 



 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 
OFFERTORY                   SON OF GOD, ETERNAL SAVIOR                      ROBERT LAU  
 

OFFERING In addition to the plate, online giving via cell phone is safe and 
secure.  See QR code on the inside cover of this bulletin. 
Last Sunday of the month special offering. The plate will be passed a 
second time to collect funds to benefit Lower Susquehanna Synod Disaster 
Response Trip. 
 

As the offering is brought to the table, the congregation stands and sings. 
  

 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

LAMB OF GOD REMAIN STANDING 

  

 
 



THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Following the direction of the ushers, form a circle to receive communion. The 
bread, cup, and wine will be brought to you. Grape juice and gluten free options 
are available—tell the usher. After being communed, please return to your seat. 
 

After all have communed, stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen. 
 
Let us pray. 
 

Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
 

BLESSING 
 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                              LIFT HIGH THE CROSS                               ELW 660 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE               LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS                    RICHARD HILLERT                                          



TODAY WE WELCOME the Rev. Jeff Pretz to lead us in worship while Pastor 
Scott is on vacation.  Rev. Pretz is the retired pastor of Trinity Lutheran in New 
Holland. He and his wife, Jill, reside at Luther Acres in Lititz.  
 
Pastoral Care Emergencies while Pastor Brubaker is away August 29-
September 11 will be covered by Pastor Sandy Gideon of St. Paul’s Adamstown. 
If care is needed, please call the office (717-336-2849) or Council President 
Cody Leisey (717-984-0248) who will arrange care with Pastor Gideon. 
 
CIRCLE OF PRAYER -  Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Ed Miller, John Wesner, 
Jeff Kappenstein, Nettie Kreiner, Clair Sweigart, Faith Moyer, Michael A. 
Crowther, Reba Ranck, Grace Ranck, Ray Fox, Gene Miller, Jean Wolf, Larry 
Wolf, Bobby Hershey, Marilyn Gelsinger, Edith Snyder, Teresa Sweigart, Mel and 
Troy Ulrich, Earl Myers, Elizabeth Sherman, Judy Habecker, Anna Rose 
Schannauer, Jerry Landis, Mary Beth Jenkins, Evelyn Gehman, Joan Leed, Ron 
Adams, Kevin Williams, Susan Levan, Gladys Eckenroad, Bonnie Koehle-Koon, 
Kathleen Troutman, Sally Bergman, Kevin Reimert, Pam Heisey, Connie 
Malafarina, Ted Heisey, Karen Klingensmith, Helen Werner, Cody Leisey, 
Michelle Moyer, Scott Zook, Dianna Becker (Gockley’s neighbor), Laurie Sauder, 
Sue Templin, Clyde Showalter, Ashley Milosek (friend of Cody and Aubrey 
Leisey), Dave Brown, Pat Miller, Lucille Lorah, Leah Showalter (Louetta Franck’s 
great niece), Mark Stoner, Robert Reaser, Laney Garrison, Sam Reimert, Llew 
Smith, Bob Shank, Sammy Hanna (friend of Ruth & Gaile), Pat Grove & Daphne, 
Aaron Gasparich (friend of Jenny Weitzel) and Tina Krall (friend of Larry and 
Sally Hagy) Greg and Jenn Rhodes (Connie Taylor’s neighbor), Wanda Maxey, 
Chris Zander, Allison Kenawell, Margaret Kroh, Jason Stricker, Mike Sawyer 
(friend of Lee and Jodi Showalter), Linda and Dennis Mohn, Jen Sikie (sister of 
Terri Renninger), Keith Weinhold, (nephew of Linda and Shorty Ream and cousin 
of Beth Garrison), Melody Eckenroth (sister of Sue Kreitz’s neighbor), Frank 
Sheets (friend of Connie and Jenner Taylor), Steve and Karen Laudenslager, 
Lori Hartranft (cousin of Sue Kreitz’s neighbor), Lori Page (Aubrey Leisey’s Mom) 
Nettie Kreiner (John Frantz’s sister), Karen McCoy and Bindi Chojnacki (friends 
of Mark and Roslyn Bansner), the family of Janie Malafarina West (sister of Tony 
Malafarina), and the family of Paul Ream. 
 
 

SANCTUARY CANDLE is given in memory of Walter and Verna Frantz and 
James Frantz by John and Jerry. 

  
 



Other Readings for this Sunday 

 Jeremiah 15:15-21 

 
Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the heaviness of 
God’s hand upon him and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to 
Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to continue in his strenuous 
ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.” 
 
 15 O LORD, you know; 
  remember me and visit me, 
  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
 In your forbearance do not take me away; 
  know that on your account I suffer insult. 
 16 Your words were found, and I ate them, 
  and your words became to me a joy 
  and the delight of my heart, 
 for I am called by your name, 
  O LORD, God of hosts. 
 17 I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 
  nor did I rejoice; 
 under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
  for you had filled me with indignation. 
 18 Why is my pain unceasing, 
  my wound incurable, 
  refusing to be healed? 
 Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 
  like waters that fail. 
 19 Therefore thus says the LORD: 
 If you turn back, I will take you back, 
  and you shall stand before me. 
 If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless, 
  you shall serve as my mouth. 
 It is they who will turn to you, 
  not you who will turn to them. 
  
 



20 And I will make you to this people 
  a fortified wall of bronze; 
 they will fight against you, 
  but they shall not prevail over you, 
 for I am with you 
  to save you and deliver you, 
 says the LORD. 
 21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked 
  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 

Psalm 26:1-8 

 
Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. (Ps. 26:3) 
 
 1 Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived | with integrity; 
  I have trusted in the LORD and | have not faltered. 
 2 Test me, O | LORD, and try me; 
  examine my heart | and my mind. 
 3 For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes; 
  I have walked faithful- | ly with you. 
 4 I have not sat | with the worthless, 
  nor do I consort with | the deceitful.  
 5 I have hated the company of | evildoers; 
  I will not sit down | with the wicked. 
 6 I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD, 
  that I may go in procession | round your altar, 
 7 singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving 
  and recounting all your won- | derful deeds. 
 8 LORD, I love the house in | which you dwell 
  and the place where your glo- | ry abides.  
 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL MESSAGE 

August 30, 2026 
LECTIONARY 22 
Take Up Your Cross 

Jesus issues a difficult invitation to his disciples: “Take up [your] cross and follow 
me” (Matthew 16:24). While the disciples may have hoped for a Messiah who 
would set the world right through satisfying displays of force and strength, Jesus 
offers them a different vision. His new kingdom or reign will not be built on 
traditional concepts of power and glory. It is instead a kingdom centered on the 
cross. 

Today we, too, may long for a mighty Messiah to put the world back in order, 
throw down corrupt rulers from their thrones, and take away suffering once and 
for all. And like Peter, we may find ourselves crying out in disbelief, “God forbid it, 
Lord!” (v. 22) when Jesus redirects our gaze to the cross. 

The cross reminds us that following Jesus requires nothing less than our whole 
lives. To follow Jesus is to love our neighbors with a self-sacrificing love, to sit in 
the discomfort of another’s struggle, and to be willing to lay down our own power 
and privilege to see the world from our neighbor’s point of view. Following Jesus 
requires practicing courage as we show up for one another in the least 
glamorous moments of life: in the hospital room, at the gravesite, in the living 
rooms of the brokenhearted, in the streets marching for justice. To follow Jesus is 
to open our hearts to the world’s pain and to practice loving others with God’s 
generous love, trusting that there is always more than enough. 

Putting love of God and neighbor above power, prestige, and comfort is 
countercultural. It might even get us into trouble. But through Jesus’ own life, 
death, and resurrection, we are freed to enter into the world’s suffering, trusting 
that God’s love always gets the last word and that we will indeed be brought to 
new life through God’s resurrection power. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
You are Welcome Here! 

At Swamp Lutheran Church, Grace is Spoken Here! We welcome with full participation and 
inclusion all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes all, 
regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, or relationship status. We 
welcome all without regard to addictions, imprisonment, physical or mental health, socio-
economic circumstances or anything that too often divides us. Together as one in the Spirit, our 
unity is in Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Notice Regarding Audio/Video Recording and/or Photography of Services/Events:  
Persons participating in events or worship services sponsored by Swamp Evangelical Lutheran 
Church are subject to being recorded by photographic, video, and/or audio devices. Your 
photo/recording may be used without your written permission. By attending a Swamp Evangelical 
Lutheran Church service or event, you release our employees and officers and all persons 
involved from any liability connected with the taking, recording, digitizing, and/or publication of 
photographs, computer images, video and/or sound recordings. 
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Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church 
717-336-2849 

www.swamplutheran.org 
secretary@swamplutheran.org 

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30AM – 12:00 noon 
 

The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 
Cell: 717-598-4663 Email: pastor@swamplutheran.org 

 
 Terri Renninger, Church Secretary – 717-336-2849 

Jonathan Gyorke, Sexton – 717-435-3091 
Sue Kreitz, Organist/Choir Director – 717-283-9444 

Grady Daub, Assistant Organist – 717-917-2430 
Doug Kulp, Bell Choir Director – 717-336-7798 
Cody Leisey, Council President – 717-984-0248 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:30AM 

 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
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SWAMP ANNOUNCEMENTS     AUG 30, 2026  
 

WWW.SWAMPLUTHERAN.ORG        SECRETARY@SWAMPLUTHERAN.ORG       717-336-2849 
REV. SCOTT BRUBAKER, PASTOR    PASTOR@SWAMPLUTHERAN.ORG   CELL:717-598-4663 

 

 

     Week in the Parish (Aug 30 – Sept 6) 
September 6        8:30AM      Worship 
   
                                  UPCOMING EVENTS 
September 7              LABOR DAY / OFFICE CLOSED 
September 9       1-4:00PM    EASS Food Distribution  
September 10      12:00PM    Widow & Widowers at Udder Choice, Ephrata 
September 10       6:30PM     Learning Cmte 
September 13       8:30AM     Worship  
September 14       7:00PM     Bell Choir 
 
Pastoral Care Emergencies while Pastor Brubaker is away August 29-
September 11 will be covered by Pastor Sandy Gideon of St. Paul’s Adamstown. 
If care is needed, please call the office (717-336-2849) or Council President 
Cody Leisey (717-984-0248) who will arrange care with Pastor Gideon. 
 

Service Committee will be collecting items for LWR School Kits during the 
months of July and August.  Listed below are the items which are needed for the 
kits.   

 70-80 sheet spiral notebooks (4 are needed for each kit ) 
 30 centimeter ruler or ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the 

other 
 Pencil sharpeners 
 Blunt scissors (child’s safety) 
 Blue or Black ballpoint pens (No gel ink) 
 Crayons 16 or 24 count 
 2 ½ inch erasers 

Thank you for your generous donations! 

FOOD BANK – Needs of the food bank are ongoing and need replenished monthly. 
There is a need for rice, noodles, pasta, mac & cheese, canned chicken, tuna, spam, 
soup, toilet paper and paper towels. Please check for a current expiration date. 
Thank you for helping as you are able. We distribute on the 2nd Wed each month. 

mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pastor@swamplutheran.org


 

 

Greeter Schedule for Aug                           
30 Mark & Ros Bansner 
 
Greeter Schedule for Sept                          Coffee Schedule for Sept 
06 Gene & Heather Ferrari                             06 Deb Sweigert 
13 Lamar & June Eberly                                 13 John Frantz 
20 Barb Mizdail & George Philippopoulos      20 Pam Leisey                                                             
27 Ray & Jen Weitzel                                     27  Ray Weitzel 
 
Sound Schedule for Aug                            Video Schedule for Aug 
30 Steve Laudenslager                                 30 Alan Worley 
         
Sound Schedule for Sept                            Video Schedule for Sept 
06 Steve Laudenslager                                  06 John Frantz 
13 Steve Laudenslager                                  13 Josh Garrison 
20 Steve Laudenslager                                  20 Alan Worley 
27 Steve Laudenslager                                  27 John Frantz      
                       
                        DAILY READINGS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
Mon Aug 31   Psalm 17 2 Samuel 11:2-26 Revelation 3:1-6 
Tues Sept 1   Psalm 17 2 Samuel 11:27b—12:15 Revelation 3:7-13 
Wed Sept 2    Psalm 17 Jeremiah 17:5-18 Matthew 12:22-32 
Thurs Sept 3  Psalm 119:33-40 Ezekiel 24:1-14 2 Corinthians 12:11-21 
Fri Sept 4       Psalm 119:33-40 Ezekiel 24:15-27 Romans 10:15b-21 
Sat Sept 5      Psalm 119:33-40 Ezekiel 33:1-6 Matthew 23:29-36 
                             
                              UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS  
Sun Sept 6      Ezekiel 33:7-11 Psalm 119:33-40 Romans 13:8-14 Matthew 18:15-20 
 
FLOWERS: Grumbine’s Flowers will begin fresh Altar flowers in early Sept. If you 
would like to sponsor a Sunday for the flowers or candle in 2026, please sign up for 
flower sponsorships via Sue, John, or the flower calendar. Sue Kreitz 717-283-9444 
or John Frantz 717-606-8994. 

Widow & Widowers 12:00pm, September 10th at Udder Choice with speaker Dan 

Clouser. Dan is an author and extensive traveler. Topic is “Live in the Moment.”  



 

 

ACTION FUND – Donations are sought for Swamp Action Fund to help the needy in 
our community.  Write “Action Fund” in the comment line of your check payable to 
Swamp Lutheran Church. 
 

Knitters and Crocheters, please focus on prayer shawls.  
When you finish, please bring it to church and leave it in the library.   
THANK YOU for supporting this church ministry. 
 

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS. Sunday October 4th 2026. 
Service committee would like to have our congregation join the ELCA sponsored 
service opportunity. This is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as a 
congregation – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. 
Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic 
convictions as Lutherans- an act of service sharing God’s grace freely given for all. 
How can you be of service? 
1. Do you know of a local organization that could use a few hours of help? 
2. Do you know of a neighbor, friend, or fellow member of the congregation that 
could use a few hours of help around the house/yard area? 
3. Are you interested in signing up and joining in this fun faith filled service activity? 
If you have service ideas please contact Pastor Brubaker or Jodi Showalter. 
If interested in helping, please sign up on the sign up sheets at the front or back of 
the church. 
 

Attention  Financial Members. The Thrivent “Action Teams” program is 
an opportunity for Thrivent members to lead projects that provide service and 
outreach to the community. Thrivent Financial will provide funds of $250 for each 
project to get started and pay for associated expenses. You may request two grants 
per year. Swamp Lutheran has many needs, like the monthly food pantry, events, 
etc. that qualify under this program. If you wish to direct your grant request to help 
with Swamp Lutheran’s activities, please reach out to Lori Gockley who will assist 
you with the process. Email: lgockley2@gmail.com or call 717-203-8551 

Financial Statement 
                                              Income                       Expenses                        Balance 
Balance as of 12/31/25                                                                                      $28,149.21 
January - March                   $104,211.24                $112,051.05                      $20,309.40 
                  April                    $35,521.70                  $30,088.85                        $25,742.25 
                  May                     $25,774.48                  $39,356.85                       $12,159.88 
                  June                    $23,262.68                  $24,022.77                       $11,399.79 
                  July                     $27,827.60                  $29,336.72                         $9,890.67                   
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