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           WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT SWAMP LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Guests are welcome and invited to make themselves at home.  If you’re 
interested in learning more about Swamp Lutheran, have questions, or are 
looking for a church home, speak with Pastor Scott or church members. Please 
complete a visitor card and place it in the offering plate or sign guest register in 
narthex. 
 
Restrooms are located off the narthex (lobby) by the coat rack. 
 
The worship service is printed in this bulletin. Hymns are found in the red hymnal 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Children’s active presence is welcomed in our 
worship. There are special kids bulletins available in the narthex and at the side 
entrance.  
 
Offering plates are passed. Additionally, there is an offering drop 
box in the narthex.  Online giving via cell phone is easy and secure. 
Just use this QR code from your phone’s camera app. 
 
Our worship is rooted in the ancient pattern of the church—gathering, word, 
meal, sending. The shape of this liturgy and much of the actual words/prayers 
come directly from scripture.  Though we make seasonal shifts, the constancy of 
our worship reflects God’s constant love and promises through forgiveness, 
scripture, and the sacraments of baptism and communion.  Following this 
liturgical pattern, as well as the Revised Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle 
of scripture readings, connects us through our worship with Christians around the 
world and throughout time. 
  
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We believe 
“Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given with bread 
and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and drink.” (Small Catechism, 
Martin Luther) Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion are welcome to 
come forward for a blessing. 
 
Website – Be sure and check our website www.swamplutheran.org regularly for 
updates and schedules of ongoing activities of the church.  Full prayer list is in 
the newsletter each month. 
 

 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/


GATHERING  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and 
that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s 
gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal 
her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend 
its mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and 
meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in 
need. 
 
PRELUDE                     KUMBAYA MY LORD                            ARR. CHRISTINE S. ROBBINS                   

 

congregational responses are in bold type. 
 
 

Stand 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
  
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
  



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN             IN CHRIST THERE IS NO EAST OR WEST              ELW 650     

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. 
Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and 
constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Children leave for Children’s Church 
    

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 

Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so 
that, while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 
 
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself 
am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of 
Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
 
 



  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once 
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their 
disobedience, 31 so also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the 
mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has 
imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. Amen. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 15: (10-20) 21-28 
 
  
       The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

    Glory to you, O Lord.   
 
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than 
outward religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when 
a woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help. 
 



[10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it 
is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of 
the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do 
you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He 
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be 
uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 
person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain 
this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without 
understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the 
stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth 
proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil 
intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, 
slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does 
not defile.”] 
  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just 
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have 
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But 
he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, 
“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before 
him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, 
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was 
healed from that moment. 
 
      The Gospel of the Lord.  
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

SERMON  
 

CHILDREN RETURN FROM CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

Stand 
 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

*that is, the true, universal Christian church of all times and places 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
After each petition: 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please share the peace. 
 
Sit 
 
 
 
 



 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 
OFFERTORY          HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL                  ARR. JEREMY J. BANKSON          
 

OFFERING In addition to the plate, online giving via cell phone is safe and 
secure.  See QR code on the inside cover of this bulletin. 
 
 

As the offering is brought to the table, the congregation stands and sings.  
                                                

 
OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 
LAMB OF GOD REMAIN STANDING 

 
 



THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Following the direction of the ushers, form a circle to receive communion. The 
bread, cup, and wine will be brought to you. Grape juice and gluten free options 
are available—tell the usher. After being communed, please return to your seat. 
 

After all have communed, stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen. 
 
Let us pray. 
 

Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
 

BLESSING 
 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                              JESUS SHALL REIGN                                   ELW 434 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                   POSTLUDE IN C                                            CHARLES CALLAHAN                                        



CIRCLE OF PRAYER -  Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Ed Miller, John Wesner, 
Jeff Kappenstein, Nettie Kreiner, Clair Sweigart, Faith Moyer, Michael A. 
Crowther, Reba Ranck, Grace Ranck, Ray Fox, Gene Miller, Jean Wolf, Larry 
Wolf, Bobby Hershey, Marilyn Gelsinger, Edith Snyder, Teresa Sweigart, Mel and 
Troy Ulrich, Earl Myers, Elizabeth Sherman, Judy Habecker, Anna Rose 
Schannauer, Jerry Landis, Mary Beth Jenkins, Evelyn Gehman, Joan Leed, Ron 
Adams, Kevin Williams, Susan Levan, Gladys Eckenroad, Bonnie Koehle-Koon, 
Kathleen Troutman, Sally Bergman, Kevin Reimert, Pam Heisey, Connie 
Malafarina, Ted Heisey, Regina Reinecker, Karen Klingensmith, Helen Werner, 
Cody Leisey, Michelle Moyer, Scott Zook, Dianna Becker (Gockley’s neighbor), 
Laurie Sauder, Sue Templin, Clyde Showalter, Ashley Milosek (friend of Cody 
and Aubrey Leisey), Dave Brown, Pat Miller, Lucille Lorah, Leah Showalter 
(Louetta Franck’s great niece), Mark Stoner, Robert Reaser, Laney Garrison, 
Sam Reimert, Llew Smith, Bob Shank, Sammy Hanna (friend of Ruth & Gaile), 
Pat Grove & Daphne, Aaron Gasparich (friend of Jenny Weitzel) and Tina Krall 
(friend of Larry and Sally Hagy) Greg and Jenn Rhodes (Connie Taylor’s 
neighbor), Wanda Maxey, Chris Zander, Allison Kenawell, Margaret Kroh, Jason 
Stricker, Laraine Kramer, Mike Sawyer (friend of Lee and Jodi Showalter), Linda 
Mohn, Jen Sikie (sister of Terri Renninger), Keith Weinhold, (nephew of Linda 
and Shorty Ream and cousin of Beth Garrison), Melody Eckenroth (sister of Sue 
Kreitz’s neighbor), Frank Sheets (friend of Connie and Jenner Taylor), Steve and 
Karen Laudenslager, and the family of Paul Ream. 
 
 

SANCTUARY CANDLE is given in memory of loved ones by Larry and Sue Ellen 
Knauer. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Other Readings for this Sunday 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

 
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention 
to save. Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite 
community—not race, nationality, or any other category. 
 
 1 Thus says the LORD: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come 
  and my deliverance be revealed. 
 
 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar, 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 
 8 Thus says the Lord GOD, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel: 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered. 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 67 

 
Let all the peoples praise you, O God. (Ps. 67:3) 
 1 May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
 2 Let your way be known | upon earth, 
  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
 3 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
 4 Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on 
earth.  
 5 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
 6 The earth has brought | forth its increase; 
  God, our own | God, has blessed us. 
 7 May God | give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL MESSAGE 

August 16, 2026 
LECTIONARY 20 
Breaking Boundaries 

Jesus did not stay within the boundaries of his time, much to the frustration of 
authorities. He broke through not just geographic boundaries but religious, 
ethnic, and social boundaries as well. 

Jesus intentionally broke geographic and ethnic boundaries in visiting the 
Canaanite communities of Tyre and Sidon. Canaanites and Jews had often been 
in conflict, so it was not that surprising when the disciples attempted to prevent a 
Canaanite woman from seeing Jesus. She was breaking boundaries herself in 
asking that Jesus heal her child. Jesus’ first response seems harsh, but as the 
woman persisted and acknowledged him as “Lord” (something the disciples had 
been slow to grasp), he healed her child. 

In this encounter, Jesus demonstrated that God’s love cannot be held back by 
boundaries created by humans based on who we are, where we are from, what 
we have done, our background, our position in society, and more. God’s grace 
and restoration are available to all, with no exceptions. 

And yet, history is filled with accounts of bias, discrimination, oppression, 
segregation, persecution, and genocide. Tragically, this continues today in a 
multitude of ways and a multitude of places. 

As present-day disciples, we are called to follow Christ in breaking boundaries, 
challenging biases, and welcoming all to celebrate God’s love at the font and the 
table. So, what boundaries do we need to break to work for peace and proclaim 
the good news? How are we and our congregations fighting bias, discrimination, 
oppression, and persecution wherever we can? How are we persistently asking 
Christ to heal and restore fractured communities and nations around the world? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
You are Welcome Here! 

At Swamp Lutheran Church, Grace is Spoken Here! We welcome with full participation and 
inclusion all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes all, 
regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, or relationship status. We 
welcome all without regard to addictions, imprisonment, physical or mental health, socio-
economic circumstances or anything that too often divides us. Together as one in the Spirit, our 
unity is in Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Notice Regarding Audio/Video Recording and/or Photography of Services/Events:  
Persons participating in events or worship services sponsored by Swamp Evangelical Lutheran 
Church are subject to being recorded by photographic, video, and/or audio devices. Your 
photo/recording may be used without your written permission. By attending a Swamp Evangelical 
Lutheran Church service or event, you release our employees and officers and all persons 
involved from any liability connected with the taking, recording, digitizing, and/or publication of 
photographs, computer images, video and/or sound recordings. 
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Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church 
717-336-2849 

www.swamplutheran.org 
secretary@swamplutheran.org 

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30AM – 12:00 noon 
 

The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 
Cell: 717-598-4663 Email: pastor@swamplutheran.org 

 
 Terri Renninger, Church Secretary – 717-336-2849 

Jonathan Gyorke, Sexton – 717-435-3091 
Sue Kreitz, Organist/Choir Director – 717-283-9444 

Grady Daub, Assistant Organist – 717-917-2430 
Doug Kulp, Bell Choir Director – 717-336-7798 
Cody Leisey, Council President – 717-984-0248 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:30AM 

 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pastor@swamplutheran.org


 

 

SWAMP ANNOUNCEMENTS     AUG 16, 2026 
 

WWW.SWAMPLUTHERAN.ORG        SECRETARY@SWAMPLUTHERAN.ORG       717-336-2849 
REV. SCOTT BRUBAKER, PASTOR    PASTOR@SWAMPLUTHERAN.ORG   CELL:717-598-4663 

 

 

 

Week in the Parish (Aug 16 - 23) 
August 17        8:00AM     Meet at Swamp Church/Malmark Bell Factory Tour 
August 19        7:00PM     Church Council 
August 23        8:30AM     Worship Blessing of School Backpacks 
   
                              UPCOMING EVENTS 
August 25          7:00PM   Cocalico Builders of Hope 
August 27         11:30AM  Widow & Widowers at Fox Meadow Creamery Ephrata 
August 27          7:00PM    Welcome Cmte 
August 30          8:30AM    Worship 
 
Service Committee will be collecting items for LWR School Kits during the months 
of July and August.  Listed below are the items which are needed for the kits.   

 70-80 sheet spiral notebooks (4 are needed for each kit ) 
 30 centimeter ruler or ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the 

other 
 Pencil sharpeners 
 Blunt scissors (child’s safety) 
 Blue or Black ballpoint pens (No gel ink) 
 Crayons 16 or 24 count 
 2 ½ inch erasers 

Thank you for your generous donations! 

 

Widow & Widowers Social Lunch Thurs. Aug 27, 11:30pm at Fox Meadow 
Creamery Ephrata for lunch and ice cream. 
 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA. The Wreaths Across America Mobile Education 
Exhibit will be at Weaver’s Market, 2610 N Reading Rd, Denver, on Tues. August 
25, from 12:00pm until 7:00pm and Wed. August 26, from 10:00 am – 5:00 pm 
 

ACTION FUND – Donations are sought for Swamp Action Fund to help the needy in our 
community.  Write “Action Fund” in the comment line of your check payable to Swamp 
Lutheran Church. 

mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pastor@swamplutheran.org


 

 

Greeter Schedule for Aug                                         
16 Ray & Jen Weitzel                                 
23 Gene & Heather Ferrari 
30 Mark & Ros Bansner 
 

Greeter Schedule for Sept                      Coffee Schedule for Sept 
06 Gene & Heather Ferrari                         06 Deb Sweigert 
13 Lamar & June Eberly                             13 John Frantz 
20 Barb Mizdail & George Philippopoulos  20 Pam Leisey 
27 Ray & Jen Weitzel                                  27 Ray Weitzel 
 

Sound Schedule for Aug                         Video Schedule for Aug 
16 Steve Laudenslager                               16 John Frantz 
23 Steve Laudenslager                               23 Josh Garrison 
30 Steve Laudenslager                               30 Alan Worley 
 

Sound Schedule for Sept                        Video Schedule for Sept 
06 Steve Laudenslager                              06 John Frantz 
13 Steve Laudenslager                              13 Josh Garrison 
20 Steve Laudenslager                              20 Alan Worley 
27 Steve Laudenslager                              27 John Frantz 
                  
                   DAILY READINGS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
Mon Aug 17     Psalm 87 2 Kings 5:1-14 Acts 15:1-21 
Tues Aug 18    Psalm 87 Isaiah 43:8-13 Romans 11:13-29 
Wed Aug 19     Psalm 87 Isaiah 66:18-23 Matthew 8:1-13 
Thurs Aug 20   Psalm 138 Ezekiel 28:11-19 1 Corinthians 6:1-11 
Fri Aug 21        Psalm 138 Ezekiel 31:15-18 2 Corinthians 10:12-18 
Sat Aug 22       Psalm 138 Ezekiel 36:33-38 Matthew 16:5-12 
                             
                              UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS  
Sun Aug 23      Isaiah 51:1-6 Psalm 138 Romans 12:1-8 Matthew 16:13-20 
 

FLOWERS: Grumbine’s Flowers will begin fresh Altar flowers in early Sept. If you 
would like to sponsor a Sunday for the flowers or candle in 2026, please sign up for 
flower sponsorships via Sue, John, or the flower calendar. Sue Kreitz 717-283-9444 
or John Frantz 717-606-8994. 
 



 

 

Financial Statement 
                                              Income                       Expenses                        Balance 
Balance as of 12/31/25                                                                                      $28,149.21 
January - March                   $104,211.24                $112,051.05                      $20,309.40 
                  April                    $35,521.70                  $30,088.85                        $25,742.25 
                  May                     $25,774.48                  $39,356.85                       $12,159.88 
                  June                    $23,262.68                  $24,022.77                       $11,399.79 
                  July                     $27,827.60                  $29,336.72                         $9,890.67 
 

FOOD BANK – Needs of the food bank are ongoing and need replenished monthly. 
There is a need for rice, noodles, pasta, mac & cheese, canned chicken, tuna, spam, 
soup, toilet paper and paper towels. Please check for a current expiration date. Thank 
you for helping as you are able. We distribute on the 2nd Wed each month. 
 
 

Knitters and Crocheters, please focus on prayer shawls. When you finish, please bring 
it to church and leave it in the library. Thank you for supporting this church ministry. 
 

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS. Sunday October 4th, 2026. 
Service committee would like to have our congregation join the ELCA sponsored service 
opportunity. This is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as a congregation – one 
church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. 
Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions 
as Lutherans- an act of service sharing God’s grace freely given for all. 
How can you be of service? 
1. Do you know of a local organization that could use a few hours of help? 
2. Do you know of a neighbor, friend, or fellow member of the congregation that could 
use a few hours of help around the house/yard area? 
3. Are you interested in signing up and joining in this fun faith filled service activity? 
If you have service ideas please contact Pastor Brubaker or Jodi Showalter. 
If interested in helping, please sign up on the sign up sheets at the front or back of the 
church. 

 

Attention  Financial Members. The Thrivent “Action Teams” program is an 
opportunity for Thrivent members to lead projects that provide service and outreach to 
the community. Thrivent Financial will provide funds of $250 for each project to get 
started and pay for associated expenses. You may request two grants per year. Swamp 
Lutheran has many needs, like the monthly food pantry, events, etc. that qualify under 
this program. If you wish to direct your grant request to help with Swamp Lutheran’s 
activities, please reach out to Lori Gockley who will assist you with the process. Email: 
lgockley2@gmail.com or call 717-203-8551 
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