ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
+MAY 29, 2025+
7:00 PM

Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church
Reinholds, Pennsylvania



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT SWAMP LUTHERAN CHURCH

Offering plates are passed. Additionally, there is an offering drop box in
the narthex. Online giving via cell phone is easy and secure. Just use this
QR code from your phone’s camera app.

Restrooms are located off the narthex (lobby) by the coat rack.

Our worship is rooted in the ancient pattern of the church—gathering,
word, meal, sending. The shape of this liturgy and much of the actual
words/prayers come directly from scripture. Though we make seasonal
shifts, the constancy of our worship reflects God’s constant love and
promises through forgiveness, scripture, and the sacraments of baptism
and communion. Following this liturgical pattern, as well as the Revised
Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle of scripture readings, connects us
through our worship with Christians around the world and throughout time.

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We
believe “Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
given with bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and
drink.” (Small Catechism, Martin Luther) Children who do not yet receive
Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

Website — Be sure and check our website www.swamplutheran.org
regularly for updates and schedules of ongoing activities of the church.
Full prayer list is in the newsletter each month.



http://www.swamplutheran.org/

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers
are assured that the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout
the earth. The disciples are told to not gaze up into heaven to look for
Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim the
word and share the Easter feast. We too long for the Spirit to enliven our
faith and invigorate our mission.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS' NAME  ARR. PETHEL
GRADY DAUB, ORGAN AND SUE KREITZ, PIANO

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
In the name of + the One

who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ’'s death and resurrection,
and called to live the baptized life,

let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving.
Holy God,

we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that make a people your own,

that restore to wholeness,

and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.



We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that strengthen believers

and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love

and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit's power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,

that our every day is shaped by these waters

that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN BLESSING AND HONOR ELW 854

Blessing and Honor
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Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808—1889, alL
Music: AMERICAN HY MN, Malthias Keller, 1813-1875



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE LORD, | LIFT YOUR NAME ON HIGH ELW 857
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Lord, I lift your name on high.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your
presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world,
and in the end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our
Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.



sit
ANTHEM HYMN TO THE ASCENDED LORD ARR. HAL H. HOPSON

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

Acts 1:1-11

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of
the disciples will spread out from Jerusalem to all the world. His words
provide an outline of the book of Acts.

[Luke writes:] *In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus
did and taught from the beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to
them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and
speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying with them, he ordered
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the
Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; °for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now.”

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” “ He replied, “It is not for
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. ® But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samatria,
and to the ends of the earth.” ® When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 1° While
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men
in white robes stood by them. 1 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.”



Psalm 47 read responsively

1 Clap your hands, ! all you peoples;
shout to God with a ! joyful sound.
2For the LorD Most High is I to be feared:
a great king over ! all the earth,
3who subdues the | peoples under us,
and the nations un- | der our feet;
4who chooses our inheri- I tance for us,
the pride of Jacob,  whom God loves.
5God has gone up | with a shout,
the LorD with the sound ! of the ram’s horn.
6Sing praises to | God, sing praises;
sing praises to our | king, sing praises.
"For God is king of | all the earth;
sing praises ! with a song.
8God reigns o- | ver the nations;
God is en- | throned on high.
9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the | God of
Abraham.
The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is high- | ly exalted.

Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23

The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of
Ephesians prays that we are given the wisdom to know the power of the
risen Christ and the empowering hope that the knowledge of this
inheritance provides.

151 have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, and for this reason | do not cease to give thanks for you as |
remember you in my prayers. /| pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation
as you come to know him, 8 so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, *°and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe,



according to the working of his great power. ?° God put this power to work
in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly places, %! far above all rule and authority and power
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age
but also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and
has made him the head over all things for the church, 22which is his body,
the fullness of him who fills all in all.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

stand
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HoLY GOSPEL: LUKE 24:44-53
The Holy Gospel according to Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord.

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a
commission, a blessing, and a promise of the Holy Spirit.

44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words

that | spoke to you while | was still with you—that everything written about

me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be

fulfilled.”**Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, “6and
he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise
from the dead on the third day, *’and that repentance and forgiveness of

sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from

Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. “°And see, | am sending
upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have

been clothed with power from on high.”

50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he
blessed them. 5'While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and

was carried up into heaven. >?And they worshiped him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy; >3and they were continually in the temple
blessing God.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL RECESSIONAL
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Sit
SERMON
Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY

O CHRIST, OUR HOPE

O Christ, Our Hope

ELW 604
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Text: Latin hymn, ¢. 8th cent; tr. John Chandler, 1806-1876, adapl.

Music: LOB

"GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561
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APOSTLES’ CREED
We confess the faith of the church, the faith into which we were baptized:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Remain standing

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

After each petition:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share the peace.

Sit



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERTORY  LOOK, YE SAINTS, THE SIGHT IS GLORIOUS ~ J.WAYNE KERR
OFFERING In addition to the plate, online giving via cell phone is safe
and secure. See QR code on the inside cover of this bulletin.

As the offering is brought to the table, the congregation stands and sings.
Tonight’s offering supports the ministry of LSS Disaster Response.
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.
OFFERING PRAYER
Risen One,

you have gathered us around your table of grace

along with these gifts we bring.

Come among us again,

breathe your life into us,

and enliven us with this meal,

that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.
Thanks be to God.
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Sit

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Following the direction of the ushers, approach by the center aisle and
return to your pew by the side aisles. Please get a cup from the stack by
the first pew before receiving bread. Grape juice and gluten free options

available—tell the usher.

CoMMuUNION HYMNS (Congregation encouraged to sing)

THE HEAD THAT ONCE WAS CROWNED ELW 432
(vs.1&2—-ALL vs.3—WOMEN VS.4—MEN VsS.5&6—ALL)
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2 The high-est place that heav'n af - fords by sov-"reign right,
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4 To them the cross, with all its shame, with all its grace, is giv'n;
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5 They suffer with their Lord below;
they reign with him above;
their profit and their joy to know

the myst'ry of his love.

6 The cross he bore is life and health,
though shame and death to him;
his people’s hope, his people’s wealth,
their everlasting theme!



REJOICE, FOR CHRIST IS KING ELW 430

Rejoice, for Christ Is King!
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I Re - joice, for Christ is king! Your Lord and king a - dorc;
2 Our Sav - jor Je - sus reigns, the God of truth and love;
3 His king -dom can - not fail: he rules o’er earth and heav'n;
4 He sits at  God’s right  hand all all  his [foes sub - mitl
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Rz

G

:%
|
gL s

Joice, a - gain

-‘+§—§: m
A -
#—

re - Jjoice!

)
=
“

i B

RN

‘lext: Charles Wesley, 1 707—1 788, alt.
Music: LAUS REGIS, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936

After all have communed, stand
PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen.



Let us pray.
Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us.

Send us now to tell of your wonders,
sing of your glory,
and proclaim your risen life

to a wounded and weary world. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BENEDICTION AND BLESSING

The triune God,

who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, *+ Savior, and Spirit,

light your way with resurrection dawn,
now and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN CROWN HiM WiITH MANY CROWNS ELW 855
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DisMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE How MAJESTIC IS YOUR NAME ARR. PETHEL
GRADY DAUB, ORGAN AND SUE KREITZ, PIANO

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

PASTOR THE REV. SCOTT V. BRUBAKER
PREACHER THE REV. MARISSA BECKLIN
ORGANIST/PIANIST SUE KREITZ
ORGANIST GRADY DAUB
DIRECTOR OF COMBINED CHOIR DONNA DINGER
LECTOR GRADY DAUB

Immediately following worship, you're invited to join us in our social hall for
a time of fellowship and food.



GOSPEL MESSAGE

May 29, 2025
ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
Welcoming All in the Passive Voice

“Repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in [Jesus’] name to
all nations” (Luke 24:47). If Luke were working with an editor, he’'d be
admonished for his use of the passive voice. Matthew is all about the
community: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,” complete with
baptism and teaching (28:19). Mark, as ever, pulls no punches: “Go . . .
proclaim,” and those who don’t believe will be condemned (16:15-16). John—
well, John always marches to his own drum anyway. But why does Luke
speak in such distant, almost disembodied terms?

Luke is citing his sources. Jesus’ words in this passage originate in the law of
Moses, the prophets, and the Psalms. “Thus it is written,” he says (v. 46).
Jesus delivers a distinctive message, grounded in scripture: the good news is
about repentance and forgiveness. Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension
aren't a dividing line but, rather, a fulfillment of God’s journey with creation
that started long before and will continue long after Jesus’ days on earth. This
is a story for all nations.

In the book of Acts, Luke begins with Jesus’ ascension and then spends
twenty-eight chapters detailing the remarkable inclusivity of God’s promises in
Jesus. And it's here we might find the reason for Luke’s awkward prose at the
end of his first volume. The thing about passive voice is that it removes the
individual actor and privileges the action. And really, isn’t that the entire
point? The disciples will spread that message. Paul, a Pharisee, will spread
that message. Timothy and Lydia will spread that message. And we have the
honor of spreading that message.

As Lutherans, we believe that the source of the action is always the Holy
Spirit. The Spirit moves us, individually and in community, to make
repentance and forgiveness known and to welcome all—in the passive voice.
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You are Welcome Here!
At Swamp Lutheran Church, Grace is Spoken Here! We welcome with full participation
and inclusion all who are seeking God'’s love and grace. We welcome all because God
welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, or
relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, imprisonment, physical
or mental health, socio-economic circumstances or anything that too often divides us.
Together as one in the Spirit, our unity is in Jesus Christ.

Notice Regarding Audio/Video Recording and/or Photography of Services/Events:
Persons participating in events or worship services sponsored by Swamp Evangelical
Lutheran Church are subject to being recorded by photographic, video, and/or audio
devices. Your photo/recording may be used without your written permission. By attending
a Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church service or event, you release our employees and
officers and all persons involved from any liability connected with the taking, recording,
digitizing, and/or publication of photographs, computer images, video and/or sound
recordings.
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