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STAFF 

MINISTERS:  

Congregation 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Scott V. Brubaker 

ADMIN ASST:  

 

SEXTON 

Jonathan Gyorke 

ORGANIST/CHOIR DIREC-

TOR 

Susan Kreitz 

ASSISTANT ORGANIST 

Grady Daub 

BELL CHOIR 

Doug Kulp 

 

IN PERSON WORSHIP 

8:00AM 

9:00AM 

 

Sunday School 10:15AM 

 
TWO OPTIONS  

AVAILABLE 

 
1. Watch live stream 

video on YouTube 
2. Join us inside for in 

person worship 

 

 

 

6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither the one who 

plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 The 

one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and each will receive 

wages according to their own labor. 9 For we are God’s coworkers, working together; 

you are God’s field, God’s building. – 1 Corinthians 3:6-9 

 

2023 at Swamp has been an active year of ministry, both inside and 
outside our church building. Many lives have been positively impacted by our 

ministries.  

As we enter 2024, the church year is already a month old, having be-

gun with Advent. We now continue our ministry reflecting on the glow of 

Christmas and the new beginning it represents in our faith journey.  

A foundation has been laid on Jesus Christ by those who came before 

us.  It has been entrusted to us for a time, to build upon it.   According to the 

grace of God given to us, let us take care how we build upon it, for our work 

will become manifest on the Day of the Lord. 

Consequently, now is a great time to reflect on how God is calling our 

congregation to grow our ministry in 2024. Some of us will plant new seeds of 

faith into the hearts of others while some of us will water those ministries 

with our treasure.  

So, whether we have five talents, or three talents, or one, and whether 

we invest them in 5, 3 or 1 ministry efforts, our mission is 

to do something, together, to sow, water, and grow God’s kingdom.   

Let us spend January praying and asking for God’s guidance on where 

we’ll spend our collective efforts as this assembly of believers in Christ moving 

forward.  God promises to lead us, and God will do so. 

Together in God’s Word and love, we boldly go to sow, water, and 

grow God’s kingdom. 

In Christ, 

 



Please call the church of-

fice at 717-336-2849 

when: 

You are in the hos-

pital or prior to going 

to the hospital (or have 

a relative call for you). . In 

an emergency, call Pastor 

Strause at 717-475-4377. 

You are confined  

to your home for  

an extended period  

of time because of  

illness or accident.  

You are going to a 

rehab center or a 

nursing home.  

There is a change 

in your family status 

(birth, death, marriage, 

or divorce).  

You move to a  

new home, move out 

of the area, or go 

away to college or 

graduate school.   Im-

portant for keeping data 

base current. 

meeting or an event 

of a group or commit-

tee. To be open and 

communicative with 

everyone, we would like 

to include all scheduling 

on the Church Calendar 

and in the Weekly Bulle-

tin.  
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We give thanks for the time, talent and finances that have 

gone into our celebration of Christ’s birth.  From the hang-

ing of the greens, to the Night of Music, to the Sunday 

School Program and of course our many outreaches.   

Much manpower dedication was required and provided by 

a giving congregation and your team of staff members 

Thank You!! 

 

Katie Houck 

Hunter Leisey 

Susan Levan 

Clair Sweigart 

Michael Wargo 

Jan Lorah 

Jean Wolf 

John Frantz 

Ray Fox 

Honey Notobartolo 

Sandy Clemens 

Shirley Hoppman 

Pastor Denny Trout 

Amber Weaver 

Katie Krater 

Judy Habecker 

 

Ed Miller 

Nettie Kriener 

Grace Ranck 

Reba Ranck 

Faith Moyer 

Gene Miller 

John Wesner 

Kelly Martin 

Jackson Sensenig 

John Elser 

Edie Snyder 

Michael A. Crowther 

 

Shirley Achey 

Karen Klingensmith 

Marilyn Gelsinger 

Doreen McGonnell 

Bobby Hershey 

Anna Hershey 

Anna Habecker 

J.J. Johnson 

Charles Moyer 

Sharon Levan 

Lucillle Lorah 

Robert Bachman 

Earl Myers 

Joan Long 

Anna Rose Schannauer 



 

 

 

 

Garrett Bansner  01 

Randy Gockley  02 

Robert Shank  03 

Corbin Showalter  03 

Patrick Weitzel  03 

Carol Chmielewski  06 

Linda Christy  08 

Steve Weller  09 

Bobby Bachman  11 

Ryan Martzall  11 

Andrew Showalter  14 

Reagan Kerr  17 

Jan Risser   17 

Lowell Haws  18 

Sally Bergman  19 

Jolynn Leed  20 

Alan Worley  20 

Shirley Hoppman  22 

Avery Posegay  22 

Lindsay Matter  22 

Dianne Crills  24 

Dewey Tate  24 

Darrin Weaver  24 

Missy Strunk  25 

Maya Van Zant  26 

Derek Miller  27 

Steve Strunk  28 

David Borrell  29 

Jay Hertzog  30 

Adam Laudenslager  30 

Charlie Moyer  30 

Kristin Gockley  31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LINDA  CHRISTY  1/8 

67 HAWK VALLEY LANE 

DENVER, PA 17517 

 

ROBERT  BACHMAN  1/11 

675 BLUE LAKE ROAD 

DENVER, PA 17517  

 

JAN RISSER   1/17 

38 KEELER AVENUE 

STEVENS, PA 17578 

 

LOWELL HAWS          1/18 

712 VINEMONT ROAD 

REINHOLDS, PA 17569 

 

SALLY BERGMAN  1/19 

268 W. MAIN STREET 

REINHOLDS,  PA 17569 

Please put these changes in 

your pictorial directory. 

Please let us know if you have 

change of address, email or 

phone number. 

secretary@swamplutheran.org 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

Clyde Showalter 

Mary Ann Weitzel 

Michael  A. Crowther 

Clarice Haws 

Charles Moyer 

Marion Bergman 

Anna Adams 

Edie Snyder 

John Elser 

 

SHIRLEY HOPPMAN  1/22 

519 S. SIXTH STREET 

DENVER, PA 17517 

 

DEWEY TATE   1/24 

225 VERA CRUZ ROAD 

REINHOLDS, PA 17569 

 

DIANNE  CRILLS  1/24 

137 MEADOW VALLEY RD #119 

EPHRATA, PA 17522 

 

DAVID  BORRELL  1/29 

972 WHITE OAK RD 

DENVER, PA 17517 

 

JAY  HERTZOG   1/30 

7417 N  VIA CAMELLO DEL NORTE #156 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85258-3634 

 

CHARLES  MOYER  1/30   

300 SAINT MARK AVE. APT. 606 

LITITZ, PA 17543  

 

 
ALTAR FLOWER UPDATE 

 
After 17 years of service, Joyce Stoner is stepping 

down from organizing the altar flowers and candle. 

Joyce has been a faithful servant and we thank her 

for her commitment to the church in this arena. 
 

A new 2024 flower calendar is in the Narthax. 

Costs remain at $40.00 for flowers and $5.00 for the candle.  Year to year al-

tar orders are placed on the calendar but we have many open Sundays for 

flowers and the candle.   

 

Sue Kreitz, 717-283-9444 or John Frantz, 717-606-8994 will be your new con-

tact for these orders.  They will keep track of the calendar sign-ups or you can 

just call them.  Thank you for your continued support of this part of worship. 



   

CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  

DECEMBER 20,2023 

Kitchen Krew: Served 20 folks cookies after the Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Served a light lunch after Hanging of the Greens 

Served 50 folks cookies and hot chocolate after The Night of Music 

They provided food for 28 families from the Food bank. 

Served 20 members cookies and milk after the Sunday School program 

Provided food from the food bank for 2 EASS families with a total of 11 kids 

 

Welcome: Went shopping for 11 EASS children.  The families picked up food 

and the gifts on Tuesday. 

 

Scouts:  Re-charter has been completed. 

They are looking for more young folks to join the pack 

Upcoming events: 

February 3rd—Pinewood derby in the afternoon. 

February 4 -Scout Sunday 
 

Youth Ministry:  Four Swamp youth and 1 additional youth prepared a Thanks-

giving meal for the Syrian family 

Two youth and 3 adults participated in Wreaths across America 

Laser tag event will be January 28th. 

 

Generosity:  The intent cards for 2024 will be going out next week’ 

They will meet to decide the recipients of the Lenten Pick-6 

 

Worship Study Committee:  The next meeting will be January 7 after Sunday 

School and the Worship committee will offer their thoughts on the service. 

 

Syrian Family update:  The family will be moving into their new home on De-

cember 30.  If you are able to help with the move, meet up at Ray’s shop in 

Schaefferstown at 8:00am. 

  

Other items discussed:  The next community meal will be held January 11th. 

Elections were held and the officers will remain the same: 

President   Lori Gockley 

Vice-President  Dave Sauder 

Secretary   Danielle Kauffman 

Co—Treasurer  Sue Ellen Knauer 

Co--Treasurer  Guy Templin 

Financial Secretary Deb Kohl 

 

 

Forty Nine days until Pitchers and Catchers report for Spring Training. 

Super Bowl for the Eagles this year! 

Let’s Go Phils! 

Fly Eagles Fly! 
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Next Council Meeting : 

JANUARY 17, 2024 

 

Newsletter Submission for 

FEBRUARY 

Wednesday,  January 24, 2022 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SANCTUARY SOUND SYSTEM UPGRADE 

 

LIFT UP YOUR VOICES PLEDGE 

We continue to stretch towards our goal of 

$20,000. 

Pledge Cards are available at each entrance to 

the Sanctuary.  A one time gift or a weekly, 

monthly, quarterly pledge is 

welcome.  Feel free to call 

or email the office if you 

want a pledge card mailed 

to you. 

 

 

 
 
 Jihad and Snaa’s family were moved into an apartment at the 

end of December with the help of our congregation. As representa-

tives of God’s family we have been generous with our gifts to help 

them furnish their new, “permanent” home.  Jihad has secured a job 

with the assistance of one of our members.  Ray and Jenny Weitzel 

continue to be the point contact for this outreach.  As the family set-

tles into their home please watch the bulletin for updated needs.  We 

remain grateful to God for the opportunity to help. 



MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
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January has just a few den meetings. 

 
February  

3rd:  Annual Pinewood Derby Tournament in afternoon. (Open to 

the Public. Come out and watch the scouts race the cars they built.) 

4th:  Scout Sunday- scouts will help with church service.  

 
Recruiting: If anyone can help us recruit kids to join the pack we are open to 

ideas. We have 3 kids on the roster and a minimum of 5 is required to contin-

ue the pack for 2024/25 scout year.  The challenges are many and we will ap-

preciate any help. 
 

 Questions may be addressed to Cubmaster Travis Leed at 717-381-1608 or 

email at pack95reinholds@gmail.com 

mailto:pack95reinholds@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

Ephrata Area Social Services and  

Swamp Lutheran Church 

 
From EASS Director: Casey Ellis 

 

I wanted to share some of the data collected around EASS's food bank at 

Swamp Lutheran Church.  I encourage you to share the information with your 

congregation and volunteers.  Sometimes we can lose perspective month to 

month on the impact that is happening but when you look over a years' time, 

it is AMAZING what is happening.  

 

From July 2022-June 2023 (This is PA Government Fiscal Year)  

163,485 pounds of food was distributed  

136,238 meals provided 

4,431 individuals served (includes duplicates from month to month)  

37 pounds of food on average is distributed each month to families from 
Swamp Food Bank . 

 

Thank you to Swamp Lutheran Church for your Generous Hearts! 



   

  

Handbell Practice Schedule Reminder UPDATED 

 

Mon. Jan. 8  

Mon. Jan. 15 

Mon. Jan. 22 Play Sunday, January 28 

Mon. Feb. 5 

Mon. Feb. 12 

Mon. Feb. 26 Play Sunday, March 3 

Mon. Mar. 11 

Mon. Mar. 18  

Mon. Mar. 25 Play Sunday, March 31 (Easter) 

Mon. Apr. 8 

Mon. Apr. 15 Play Sunday, April 21  

Mon. Apr. 29 

Mon. May 6 

Mon. May 13 Play Sunday, May 19  

Next Council Meeting : 

JANUARY 17, 2024 

 

Newsletter Submission for 

FEBRUARY 

Wednesday,  January 24, 2022 

www.swamplutheran.org 

SWAMP 

EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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IT IS THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN!! 

 
What: The Souper Bowl of Caring is a national move-

ment across the nation working together to fight hun-

ger and poverty in their communi-

ties around the time of the Super Bowl football game. 
 

When: Until Super Bowl Sunday, February 11, 2024 

 

Where: Bring canned soup and other nonperishable food 

items and place them beneath the goal post in the Narthex. 

SWAMP 

EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

275 Swamp Church Rd 

Reinholds, PA 17569 

 

717-336-2849 
secretary@swamplutheran.org 

 

Office Hours:8:30-12Noon 

Monday—Friday 



   

POINSETTIAS DECEMBER 2023 

Next Council Meeting : 

JANUARY 19,  2022 

 

Newsletter Submission for 

FEBRUARY 

Monday,  January 24, 2022 

www.swamplutheran.org 

SWAMP 

EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

IN MEMORY OF 

 

 
Parents, James and Nancy Frantz by John and Jerry 

Parents, Miriam and Jeff Landis and brother Musser by John & Jerry 

His father, John Sauder, by Jeff and Laurie Sauder 

Her grandmothers, Leila Cryn & Betty Snyder by Jeff & Laurie Sauder 

His mother, Judy Sauder, by Jeff & Laurie Sauder 

His grandparents, William & Helen Hershey by Jeff & Laurie Sauder 

Her stepfather, Kenneth Lerch, by Jeff & Laurie Sauder 

Our friend, Jan Roseboro, by Jeff & Laurie Sauder 

Charlie Boyer by Jeff & Laurie Sauder 

Their grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kauffman, by Debbie, Dwayne, Peggy & Gary 
Their grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Linton D. Myers, by Debbie, Dwayne, Peggy & Gary 

Their favorite Meme, Irene Myers, by the Earl Myers family 

Tom Wenzel by Pat Wenzel 

Polly Knauer by Bill Knauer 

Nancy Kulp by Doug Kulp 

Husband, father & grandfather, Bob Christy, by Linda Christy & Laura & Ashlynn 
Rapp 

His parents, Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Chmielewski by John & Carol Chimielewski 

Parents, Mary & Russell Derr & Carolyn & Charles Lesher, by Tom & Jane Lesher 

Mahlon & Lucy Sweigart by the family 

Harry (Ducky) Lorah by Lucille Lorah and family 

Tim O’Neal Lorah by Lucille Lorah and family 

His parents, Vincent & Etta Brubaker, by Pastor Scott & Jen Brubaker 

Parents & grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hileman, by Connie & Jennifer 

Father and grandfather, Glen H. Taylor, by Jennifer, Chace & Molli 

Parents, grandparents, Boby Christy, Irene Myers, & Alverta Showalter by Randy, 

Lori & Kristin Gockley 

Parents & grandparents, Gil & Joann Gockley, by Lee, Jodi, Matthew & Eric 

Showalter 

Parents & grandparents, Edith & Vernon Showalter, by Lee, Jodi, Matthew and 

Eric Showalter 

 
 

IN HONOR OF 

 
Children, Debbie, Dwayne, Peggy, & Gary by Earl Myers 

His favorite grandson, P. Casey Coble by Earl Myers 

His favorite granddaughter, Stevie Nicole & Erik Posegay by Earl Myers 

His great granddaughters, Avery Ann & Olivia Nicole Posegay by Earl Myers 

Her mother, Mrs. Ruth Mummah, by John & Carol Chmielewski 

Loved ones by Judy and Denny Habecker 

PAGE 10 



 

 

 

 
 

SWAMP 

EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

275 Swamp Church Rd 

Reinholds, PA 17569 

 

717-336-2849 
secretary@swamplutheran.org 

 

Office Hours:8:30-12Noon 

Monday—Friday 

Orders are being taken for Easter Lilies and Tulips.  Price will 

not be known until the time of actual purchase. The final day 

for orders will be February 25.  Please give the following infor-

mation to the church office or to Jodi Showalter (717)413-

7149. 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Phone Number_________________________________________ 

Lily _______________________  Tulip    ___________________ 

In Memory of ______________________________________________ 

In Honor of ______________________________________________ 

Sherrilyn & Ron Artz’s 60th wedding anniversary by their family 

Birthday of Emily Wagner by Jane and Tom Lesher 

Helpful neighbors by Chris Zander 

Jen’s parents, Jay & Maggie Kiralfy, by Pastor Scott & Jen Brubaker 

Sherry Brubaker, John & Jerry, Denny & Bonnie Trout and Scott & Jen Bru-

baker by Randy, Lori, & Kristin Gockley 

Our parents, Randy & Lori Gockley, by Laura & Kristin 

Molli, Chace, & Jennifer by Connie 

Our family by John & Jerry 

Our church family by John & Jerry 

Our children, Matthew & Kiersten & Eric & Lindsay by Lee & Jodi Showalter 

Our granddaughter, Emily Joann, by Lee & Jodi Showalter 

Our grandson, Noah Lee, by Lee & Jodi Showalter 



   

www.swamplutheran.org 

SWAMP 

EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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Swamp Lutheran Church 

275 Swamp Church Road 

Reinholds, PA 17569 


