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            WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT SWAMP LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Visitors are welcome and invited to make themselves at home.  If you’re 
interested in learning more about Swamp Lutheran, have questions, or are 
looking for a church home, speak with Pastor Scott or church members. Please 
complete a visitor card and place it in the offering plate or sign guest register in 
narthex. 
 
Restrooms are located off the narthex (lobby) by the coat rack. 
 
The worship service is printed in this bulletin. Hymns are found in the red hymnal 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Children’s active presence is welcomed in our 
worship. There are special kids bulletins available in the narthex and at the side 
entrance.  
 
Offering plates are passed. Additionally, there is an offering drop 
box in the narthex.  Online giving via cell phone is easy and secure. 
Just use this QR code from your phone’s camera app. 
 
Our worship is rooted in the ancient pattern of the church—gathering, word, 
meal, sending. The shape of this liturgy and much of the actual words/prayers 
come directly from scripture.  Though we make seasonal shifts, the constancy of 
our worship reflects God’s constant love and promises through forgiveness, 
scripture, and the sacraments of baptism and communion.  Following this 
liturgical pattern, as well as the Revised Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle 
of scripture readings, connects us through our worship with Christians around the 
world and throughout time. 
  
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We believe 
“Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given with 
bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and drink.” (Small 
Catechism, Martin Luther) Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion are 
welcome to come forward for a blessing. 
 
Website – Be sure and check our website www.swamplutheran.org regularly for 
updates and schedules of ongoing activities of the church.  Full prayer list is in 
the newsletter each month. 

 
 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/


GATHERING  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
 

It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly 
before his death, the petitions of the ascended Christ for his own throughout 
history—to our day—and beyond. Jesus prays for us. In holy baptism we become 
believers in God, have our robes washed in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and 
receive the gift of life forever with all the saints. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE          THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION           ARR. MARY MCDONALD 
 

congregational responses are in bold type. 
 

Stand 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

In the name of ☩ the One 
who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen. 
 

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, 
and called to live the baptized life, 
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Holy God, 
we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that make a people your own, 
that restore to wholeness, 
and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that strengthen believers 
and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 
waters that extend your boundless love 
and cross barriers of our own making. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 



We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that open the hearts of believers 
and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; 
waters that set your people on a new path, 
rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, 
that our every day is shaped by these waters 
that give us our very lives in you. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN      IN CHRIST THERE IS NO EAST OR WEST      ELW 650 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love 
what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of 
this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Children leave for Children’s Church 
 

    
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
Psalm 97 read responsively 
 

 1 The LORD reigns; let the | earth rejoice; 
  let the multitude of the | isles be glad. 
 2 Clouds and darkness sur- | round the LORD, 
  righteousness and justice are the foundations | of God’s throne. 



 3 Fire goes be- | fore the LORD, 
  burning up enemies on | every side. 
 4 Lightnings light | up the world; 
  the earth | sees and trembles. 
 5 The mountains | melt like wax 
  before the Lord of | all the earth. 
 6 The heavens declare your righteous- | ness, O LORD, 
  and all the peoples | see your glory.  
 7 Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight | in false gods! 
  Bow down before the LORD, | all you gods. 
 8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Ju- | dah rejoice, 
  because of your judg- | ments, O LORD. 
 9 For you are the LORD, most high over | all the earth; 
  you are exalted far a- | bove all gods. 
 10 You who love the | LORD, hate evil! 
  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand | of 
the wicked. 
 11 Light dawns | for the righteous, 
  and joy for the hon- | est of heart. 
 12 Rejoice in the | LORD, you righteous, 
  and give thanks to God’s | holy name.  
 
 

READING: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
 
12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to 
everyone’s work. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end.” 
 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the 
tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. 
 16“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I 
am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 
 17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 
 And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 
 And let everyone who is thirsty come. 
 Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 
 20The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” 
  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 



 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 17:20-26 
 

       The Holy Gospel according to John. 

       Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity 
of identity with God. To be so identified with God means also to share in God’s 
mission: to proclaim the word that will bring others into this same unity. 
 

[Jesus prayed:] 20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those 
who will believe in me through their word, 21that they may all be one. As you, 
Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have given 
them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that 
they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have 
sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24Father, I desire that 
those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my 
glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of 
the world. 
 25“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these 
know that you have sent me. 26I made your name known to them, and I will make 
it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in 
them.” 
 



      The Gospel of the Lord.  
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
SERMON 
 

CHILDREN RETURN FROM CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

Stand 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*that is, the true, universal Christian church of all times and places 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
After each petition: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

 
PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 



And also with you. 
 

Please share the peace. 
 

Sit 
 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 
OFFERTORY       HYMN OF PROMISE               ARR. JEREMY BANKSON 
 

OFFERING In addition to the plate, online giving via cell phone is safe and 
secure.  See QR code on the inside cover of this bulletin. 
 

As the offering is brought to the table, the congregation stands and sings.  

                                       

 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Risen One, 
you have gathered us around your table of grace 
along with these gifts we bring. 
Come among us again, 
breathe your life into us, 
and enliven us with this meal, 
that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen. 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD remain standing 

 

 



THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Following the direction of the ushers, form a circle to receive communion. The 
bread, cup, and wine will be brought to you. Grape juice and gluten free options 
are available—tell the usher. After being communed, please return to your seat. 
 

After all have communed, stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen. 
 
Let us pray. 
 

Living One, 
in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 
Send us now to tell of your wonders, 
sing of your glory, 
and proclaim your risen life 
to a wounded and weary world. Amen. 
 
 

 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
 

BLESSING 
 

The triune God, 
who was, who is, and who is to come, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
light your way with resurrection dawn, 
now and always. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN     CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS                   ELW 855 
 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE           CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS                   ARR. G. YOUNG 



                                                 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CIRCLE OF PRAYER -  Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Ed Miller, John Wesner, 
Jeff Kappenstein, Nettie Kreiner, Clair Sweigart, Faith Moyer, Michael A. 
Crowther, Reba Ranck, Grace Ranck, Ray Fox, Gene Miller, Jean Wolf, Bobby 
Hershey, Marilyn Gelsinger, Edith Snyder, Teresa Sweigart, Mel and Troy Ulrich, 
Earl Myers, Elizabeth Sherman, Judy Habecker, Anna Rose Schannauer, 
Pauline Wassmer, Jerry Landis, Mary Beth Jenkins, Evelyn Gehman, Joan Leed, 
Ron Adams, Kevin Williams, Karen Laudenslager, Susan Levan, Larry Eberly, 
Anson Kauffman, Janet Bingaman, Dwayne Dimitris, Gladys Eckenroad, Bonnie 
Koehle-Koon, Ross Houck, Chris Zander, Kathleen Troutman, Sally Bergman, 
Keith Reimert, Pam Heisey, Cathy Stine, Connie Malafarina, Ted Heisey(Jenny 
Weitzel’s brother), Regina Reinecker(Roslyn Bansner’s sister-in-law) Karen 
Klingensmith, Debbie Leed, family of Molly Weitzel, family of Michael Wargo, 
family of Diane Showalter Emes. 
       

ALTER FLOWERS are given in honor of the 51st wedding anniversary of David 
and Laraine Kramer by their children and grandchildren. 
 

SANCTUARY CANDLE is given in memory of daughter Gale Marie by Beatty 
Gress. 
 

ALTAR FLOWER/CANDLE UPDATE: Thank you to everyone who donated to 
the Altar Flower and Sanctuary Candle ministry. The 2025 Flower Calendar is 
posted in the Narthex. The Sanctuary Candle cost will remain at $5.00 and the 
cost of the Altar Flowers remains at $40.00 (subject to change).  

FLOWERS: July 27th is available to sponsor. If you would like to sponsor a 
Sunday for the flowers or candle, please contact Sue Kreitz at 717-283-9444 or 
John Frantz at 717-606-8994.                 

OFFERING ENVELOPES – If you give via the online option, let us know by email 
(secretary@swamplutheran.org) or by phone to the office so that you will no 
longer receive offering envelopes for 2025. 

FOOD BANK – Needs of the food bank are ongoing and need replenished 
monthly. There is a need for paper towels, toilet paper, cereal, canned soup and 
vegetables. Thank you for helping as you are able. We distribute on the 2nd 
Wednesday each month. Please check for a current expiration date. 

ACTION FUND – Donations are sought for Swamp Action Fund to help the 
needy in our community.  Write “Action Fund” in the comment line of your check 
payable to Swamp Lutheran Church. 
 

mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org


Greeter Schedule June                                   Greeter Schedule for July 
1 David & Laraine Kramer                                 6 Ken & Sam Reimert                                
 8 Lamar & June Eberly                                    13 Brian & Katie Koehle                             
15 Pam Leisey                                                  20 Sue Ellen Knauer                                  
22 Gene & Heather Ferrari                               27 Denise Kidwell                                        
29 Lowell & Sandy Haws 
 

           Week in the Parish (June 2 - 8) 

June 2                      6:00PM                 Spring Clean-up 
June 7                     11-1:00PM             Strawberry Festival at Luther Acres 
June 8                      8:30AM                 Worship                                      

                                  UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

June 9                     6:00PM                 Mulching Detail 
June 11                   1-4:00PM              EASS Food Distribution 
June 12                   6:30PM                 Learning Cmte 
June 15                           Father’s Day 
June 15                   8 :30AM               Worship  
 
             
                         DAILY READINGS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
Monday June 2          Psalm 29 Exodus 40:16-38 Acts 16:35-40 
Tuesday June3          Psalm 29 2 Chronicles 5:2-14 Acts 26:19-29 
Wednesday June 4    Psalm 29 Ezekiel 3:12-21 Luke 9:18-27 
Thursday June 5        Psalm 104:24-34, 35b Isaiah 32:11-17 Galatians 5:16-25 
Friday June 6             Psalm 104:24-34, 35b Isaiah 44:1-4 Galatians 6:7-10 
Saturday June 7         Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 2 Kings 2:1-15 
 
                                  UPCOMING SUNDAY READINGS 
Sunday June 8 Day of Pentecost Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 11:1-9 Psalm 104:24-
34, 35b Romans 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21 John 14:8-17 [25-27] 
 



 



 



 

     Swamp Lutheran Church 

Philadelphia Phillies 
       Bus Trip 

 

Philadelphia Phillies  
vs.  

Washington Nationals 
 

August 22, 2025 
Game Time 6:45 PM 

 

$100.00 

 
300 Level Ticket (3rd baseline) 

 

Miller Lite Floppy Hat Giveaway 
 

Round trip Deluxe Motor Coach to/from Swamp Lutheran 
Church and Citizens Bank Park 

 

Snacks and Door Prizes 
 

CONTACT: RUTH KRAMER (717) 335-8018 or 
LORI GOCKLEY (717) 203-8551 by JUNE 2, 2025 



 
ACTS OF LOVE Lunch Program: Local churches work together to make meals and 
serve lunch to local families within the Cocalico School District. Lunches are 
prepared and served each Wednesday during the summer months. Swamp Lutheran 
Church will be serving lunch on Wednesday, June 25 from 11:30 - 1:00. We are 
looking for people who are willing to support this program. Please consider helping 
with the ACTS OF LOVE lunch program. There are two ways in which to help.  
1 - Volunteers are needed to help prepare, deliver and serve the lunches at various 
parks throughout the Cocalico Community. (Lunch is served at the Reamstown Park, 
Denver Park, Adamstown Grove, and Reinholds Park on Main Street) 
2- Donate snacks for a snack box that will be provided the day of the meal. We are 
looking to have individually wrapped snacks that children and adults are able to take 
along with them when they pick up their meals. Items could include: Single servings 
of apple sauce, crackers, pretzels, animal crackers, juice boxes, etc. Please contact 
Denise Kidwell (717-725-8795 or denisekidwell321@yahoo.com) with any questions 
and/or to volunteer serving lunch on June 25. Thanks for your consideration! Denise 

mailto:denisekidwell321@yahoo.com


Other Readings for this Sunday 

 Acts 16:16-34 
Those who had enslaved a girl and used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul 
and Silas into jail for ordering the spirit to come out of her and consequently 
ruining their business. In prison, Paul and Silas bring the good news of the 
gospel to the jailer and his family. 
16One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had 
a spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-
telling. 17While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are 
slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18She kept 
doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the 
spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came 
out that very hour. 
 19But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they 
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the 
authorities. 20When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, 
“These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21and are advocating customs 
that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 22The crowd joined in 
attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and 
ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23After they had given them a severe 
flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them 
securely. 24Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and 
fastened their feet in the stocks. 
 25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and 
the prisoners were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so 
violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the 
doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27When the jailer 
woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about 
to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul 
shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29The jailer 
called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and 
Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” 31They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, 
you and your household.” 32They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all 
who were in his house. 33At the same hour of the night he took them and washed 
their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34He 
brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire 
household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 
 



GOSPEL MESSAGE 

June 1, 2025 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
To Know God 

After her very first day of Sunday school, a little girl went up to her father, looked 
him directly in the eyes, and said, “I love you, Daddy, because God loved me 
first.” She then declared boldly, “First Jesus, four nineteen!” It took only a few 
seconds for her father to realize that her Sunday school lesson for the day was 
based on 1 John 4:19, which says, “We love because he first loved us.” Amazing, 
that already on her first day of Sunday school this child of God had learned that 
love comes first from Jesus and then is to be shared. 

Once we understand the principle that we love because God loves us first, it is 
not difficult to reach other related conclusions. We forgive because God has 
already forgiven us. We bless because God has already blessed us. We walk 
with others because God walks with us. These are bold statements of union with 
God. 

Jesus, in today’s gospel reading, is not afraid to say that he and God are one. 
And more than this, God’s intent is that each of us is to be one with God as well. 
To know God is to know love. To know God is to know forgiveness. To know 
God is to know blessing. 

What happens when we approach the altar on Sunday and receive the 
sacrament? When we receive the bread and wine, we take in Jesus. In taking in 
Jesus, we become everything that Jesus is. This is truly, albeit mysteriously, an 
embodied reality of union with God. What a gift! 

It has always been God’s desire to be reconciled with us—for us to be in a 
relationship of peace and wholeness through Jesus and to live the life of the 
Spirit by clearly sharing with others everything we have come to know about the 
One who created us. In sharing love with others, we then live a life that says 
“thank you” to God. 
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You are Welcome Here! 
At Swamp Lutheran Church, Grace is Spoken Here! We welcome with full participation and 
inclusion all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes all, 
regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, or relationship status. We 
welcome all without regard to addictions, imprisonment, physical or mental health, socio-
economic circumstances or anything that too often divides us. Together as one in the Spirit, our 
unity is in Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Notice Regarding Audio/Video Recording and/or Photography of Services/Events:  
Persons participating in events or worship services sponsored by Swamp Evangelical Lutheran 
Church are subject to being recorded by photographic, video, and/or audio devices. Your 
photo/recording may be used without your written permission. By attending a Swamp Evangelical 
Lutheran Church service or event, you release our employees and officers and all persons 
involved from any liability connected with the taking, recording, digitizing, and/or publication of 
photographs, computer images, video and/or sound recordings. 
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