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Newnlellen,
Pantoivy Meddage

Dear Friends in Christ,

As the trees burst into color and the days grow cooler, we're reminded once again of
God’s creativity and care in every season. Autumn offers us a sacred invitation — to
reflect, give thanks, and rededicate ourselves to God's ongoing work in our lives and in
our community.

October is a busy and beautiful time at Swamp Lutheran Church. We begin with one of
the most joyful traditions of the season — the Blessing of the Pets on October 5. This
special gathering reminds us of God’s love for all creation and the important role our
animal companions play in our lives. Whether furry, feathered, or scaled, all creatures
are welcome as we give thanks for their presence and pray for their health and
happiness.

Later in the month, we put our faith into action with the CROP Walk on October 19.
This community effort is about more than just raising funds — it’s about walking in
solidarity with those who walk every day for food and clean water. When we take each
step, we’re embodying Christ’s call to serve “the least of these” and to be part of a
global movement against hunger.

And of course, we celebrate the blessing of good food and good fellowship with our
much anticipated Pig Stomach Take-Out on October 25. This isn’t just a beloved,
delicious local tradition — it’s also a way we support our church and share in joyful
service together.

In all of this, we see the Church at its best: worshiping, serving, celebrating, and
connecting. These events, big and small, remind us that being the body of Christ
means showing up — with our hearts, our hands, and sometimes even our pets.

As we prepare for Reformation Sunday on October 26, we're reminded that the
Church is always being reformed — not by our efforts alone, but by God’s Spirit at work
within us. May this season deepen our faith, strengthen our community, and renew our
commitment to walk humbly with our God.

Grateful to be walking this journey with you,




Basic Biblical Principles About

GIZ?;;G Generosity Minute

Dear Swamp Church Family,

As the cool air settles in and the leaves begin to turn, we find ourselves once again in a season
that points us to harvest—a time of abundance, gratitude, and giving. October is a natural
season to reflect on generosity, not just as an act, but as a way of life shaped by the grace of
God.

The Apostle Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give... for God loves a cheerful giver.” Generosity, at its heart, is our
response to all that God has first given us. It is an expression of our faith, our love, and our trust
in God's provision.

This month, we have a tangible opportunity to embody that spirit of giving during the CROP Walk
for Hunger on October 19. By walking or supporting others who do, we stand with those in our
local and global communities who struggle daily with food insecurity. It's a small step that can
make a big difference.

At the same time, we are also mindful of the needs within our own church family. The ministries
of Swamp—our worship, education, outreach, and care—depend on the faithful and generous
support of our members. As we enter the final months of the year, we encourage you to
prayerfully consider how you can help strengthen our shared mission. Every gift, no matter the
size, enables us to close our funding gap so we can continue being the hands and feet of Christ
in our community.

Let us be a people who sow generously—so that through our giving, others might come to know
the love and hope found in Jesus Christ.

In gratitude and grace,

Generosity Committee



Notes from the
Pastor

Hunter Leisey
John Frantz

Ed Miller

John Wesner

Jeff Kappenstein
Nettie Kreiner
Clair Sweigart
Faith Moyer
Michael A. Crowther
Reba Ranck
Grace Ranck
Ray Fox

Gene Miller

Larry & Jean Wolf
Bobby Hershey
Marilyn Gelsinger
Edie Snyder
Teresa Sweigart

Please call the church office at 717-336-2849 when:

* You are in the hospital or prior to going to the hospital (or have a

relative call for you.) In an emergency, call Pastor Brubaker at 717-598-
4663.

You are confined to your home for an extended period of time
because of iliness or accident.

You are going to a rehab center or a nursing home.

There is a change in your family status (birth, death, marriage, or
divorce).

You move to a home, move out of the area, or go away to college or
graduate school. Important for keeping data base current.

You schedule a meeting or an event of a group or committee. To be
open and communicative with everyone, we would like to include all
scheduling on the Church Calender and in the Weekly Bulletin.

Prayen Requealy

Mel and Troy Ulrich

Chris Zander

Earl Myers Kathleen Troutman
Elizabeth Sherman Sally Bergman
Judy Habecker Keith Reimert
AnnaRose Schannauer Pam Heisey

Jerry Landis Connie Malafarina
Mary Beth Jenkins Ted Heisey

Evelyn Gehman Regina Reinecker
Joan Leed Karen Klingensmith
Ron Adams

Kevin Williams
Susan Levan

Larry Eberly

Janet Bingaman
Dwayne Dimitris
Gladys Eckenroad
Bonnie Koehle-Koon
Ross Houck

"The fewer the words,
the better the prayer".
Martin Luther

Debbie Leed
Sue Van Zant
Alex Merionfeld
Sandy Clouser
Helen Werner
Susan Kreitz
Larry Wolf
Cody Leisey
Lou Smith



CONNIE TAYLOR
45 CARDINAL DRIVE
STEVENS, PA 17578

CONNIE MALAFARINA
131 W.PENN AVE
WERNERSVILLE PA 19565

LARRY KRAMER
2685 HEIDELBERG AVE.
NEWMANSTOWN, PA 17073

ROLF ECKENROAD
113 E. MAIN ST
REINHOLDS PA 17569

BONNIE TROUT
430 BLUE LAKE ROAD
DENVER, PA 17517

10/1

10/2

10/2

10/7

10/12

BARBARA NICHOLAS
LUTHER ACRES

200 St. LUKE DR. #124
LITITZ, PA. 17543

GLENN BEARD

300 ST MARK AVE Apt. #1117
LUTHER ACRES

LITITZ, PA 17543

EDITH SNYDER

EPHRATA MANOR PC #223
99 BETHANY ROAD
EPHRATA, PA 17522

RICHARD SHIRK
1286 CRESTVIEW DR
DENVER PA 17517

CLAIR SWEIGART
120 WOODCHUCK DRIVE
EPHRATA, PA 17522

Please advise the office if this is the magic year that you turn 70! Just give Terri a call at 717-336-2849 or email her at

secretary@swamplutheran.org

10/16

10/22

10/23

10/23

10/31

Melissa Troutman 01
Danielle Witmer 02
Rachel Roseboro 03
Emily Oropollo 04
Courtney Pannebecker 04
Brian Koehle 05
Tom Laudenslager 05
Allison Van Zant 10
Jennifer Reimer 11
Jodi Showalter 12
Taylor Bender 12
Nichole Weitzel 13
Julie Witmer 16
OF A

Please-let us know if you

have-a change of
address, email or

phone number.

secretary@swamplutheran.org

Happy Luthday

to all others born in October

Nursing Home

RESIDENTS

Scott Zook
Darrick Keppley
Kaitlyn Martzall
Chris Chirigos
Annie McQuate
Lisa Sweigert
Donna Glover
Justin Blatt
Ryan Ranck
Achilles Salas
Garrett Strunk
Nick Ferry
Krista Pannebecker

16
17
18
23
26
26
27
27
27
28
29
29
31

Clyde Showalter Mel & Troy Ulrich
Michael A. Crowther Clyde Showalter
Clarice Haws Joyce Stoner
Anna Adams Edie Snyder
Marion Bergman John Elser

Gary & Joan Reddig Jerry Landis
Bobby Hershey Earl Myers



OCT GREETER SCHEDULE

05 Deb Sweigert
12 John & Sharon Levan

UPCOMING EVENTS

October1  7:00pm Choir
19 Deb Kohl _ :
26 Denise Kidwell October5 11:00am Blessing of the Pets
T (o e oS October6  7:00pm Bell Choir
October7  6:00pm Zoom Bible Study
02 Larry & Sally Hagy
09 Glenn & Linda Beard October7  7:00pm Welcome Cmte
16 Kauffman Klan October8  1-4:00pm EASS Food Distribution
23 Randy, Lori, Kristin Gockley October 8 7:00pm Choir
30 Jan Risser ]
October9  6:30pm Learning Cmte
October 13 Columbus Day
OCT COFFEE SCHEDULE October 14 6:00pm Zoom Bible Study
05 Randy Gockley . .
12 Randy Gockley October 15  7:00pm Choir |
19 Randy Gockley October 15  7:00pm Church Council
26 Randy Gockley October 16 Pre Order for Pig Stomach Deadline
NOV COFFEE SCHEDULE October19  11:00am CROP Walk
02 Deb Séweigert October 20  7:00pm Bell Choir
09 Deb Sweigert ) )
16 Ray Weitzel October21  6:00pm Zoom Bible Study
23 Denise Kidwell October22 7:00pm Choir
30 Denise Kidwell October 25 1-3:00pm Pig Stomach Takeout
Thank you for serving as greeters.  October 27 11:30am Widow & Widowers Lunch at Udder Choice
Please try to be at the front door October 27 700pm Bell Choir
by 8:10AM .
October28 6:00pm Zoom Bible Study
October28 7:00pm Cocalico Builders of Hope
October29 7:00pm Choir
October 31 Halloween
% Blessing of the Pets - October 5, 11:00 on the Portico side of the church, Pastor Scott will
D give a blessing over your animals. All are welcome.

ﬁlfl%ER " ALK Crop Walk 2025 Sunday October 19th @ 11:00 AM. Leave from and return to Swamp
moa uweer ove s amanme @ LUtheran Church. 5K route. To participate contact Jodi Showalter 717-413-7149.

If we work together, we can end world hunger. That's why Swamp is participating in the CROP Hunger Walk to
support CWS and help families who are struggling with hunger. Please join us with your steps and your
donations. Together, we will provide more meals for the growing number of people in our community who need
them and create greater food security in communities around the world. We will donate 50% of our raised
donations to our local Swamp Food Pantry. If interested in joining our team, please contact a service committee
member. Please join our team or donate today using forms on the Narthex table.

The church needs your help as a volunteer. From time to time members of the church need
assistance in getting somewhere or even to get to church. It is not often but when the need
arises we would appreciate having some folks who are willing to drive if available. Please call or
email Terri at the office to identify yourself as a willing volunteer driver. 717-336-2849 or
secretary@swamplutheran.org. God needs our hands and feet to assist those in our church
family. Thank you for your consideration.




=eoPeTl October 28 is the deadline for the November Newsletter.
Please reach out to Terri Renninger at 717-336-2849 or email secretary@swamplutheran.org
Your cooperation is appreciated. Thank you!

FLOWERS: November 9" is available to sponsor. If you would like to sponsor a Sunday for the
flowers or candle, please contact Sue Kreitz at 717-283-9444 or John Frantz at 717-606-8994.

FOOD BANK - Needs of the food bank are ongoing and need replenished monthly. There is a need
for canned chicken, tuna, soup, toilet paper and paper towels. Please check for a current expiration
date. Thank you for helping as you are able. We distribute on the 2" Wednesday each month.

Knitters and Crocheters Needed have been asked to provide baby blankets for Veteran Families.
Please use soft yarn with not too loose of a pattern and no more than 32" X 32 ," but not less than
27" square or rectangular. There are some copies of baby blanket patterns in the church library
where the shawls/blankets are being collected. We need more boy colors than girl colors.

Gently Used Sneakers Needed. SLY is collecting sneakers as a fundraiser. Used sneakers (pairs
only; athletic shoes only) may be deposited in the bins located in the Narthex and the social hall lobby.
SLY is not able to accept any non-athletic footwear including but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain
boots, sandals, slip-ons, water socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may be
addressed to Pastor Scott Brubaker at 717-336-2849 or email pastor@swamplutheran.org

US FLAGS When a US flag becomes worn, faded, torn or soiled, it should be retired and replaced
= with a new flag. For those of you interested in retiring your worn US flags, please bring them to the
church. We will collect them in the church library and deliver them to the Reinholds VFW who will
arrange for them to be retired in proper fashion. Thank you for your consideration.

,x:;y The Widow and Widowers Group will meet for lunch on Monday, October 27 at 11:30 at the Udder
% o~ Choice Restaurant. The speaker, Sue Fisher, will talk about The Cloister in Ephrata, where she is a
4 docent. She was also actor Johnathan Groff's Conestoga Valley Middle School drama teacher, and
will share some tidbits of her connection with him.

POINSETTIAS -lt is that time of the year again to consider your holiday orders for poinsettias. Jodi Showalter
(717-413-7149) will be handling the orders. Pricing will not be known until sometime later in October. Jodi or
the church office should be contacted with questions. The following information needs to be provided.
Deadline is December 7th.

NAME Phone Number

Poinsettias RED WHITE

In Memory of

In Honor of
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Next Council Meeting Oct 15, 2025 Church Council Highlights September 17, 2025

Builders of Hope, TL:
» The family has found a rental in Ephrata. Move in/out date unknown.

Service:
e God’s Work. Our Hands.
6 people helped at Chris Zander’s house.
EASS will have 3 people helping at a later date.
John Frantz TBD Painting porch.
e CROP WALK at 11:00am, October 19.

Same route as other years and the sponsor sheets available now.

Kitchen Krew:
e Food Bank provided food boxes for 42 families with 115 folks.
» Served 60 people at church picnic.
e Upcoming Events-
Pig Stomach take-out October 25.
Breakfast after the Polka Mass November 16.

Welcome:

e Church Picnic served 60 People.

e Widow & Widowers-
Udder Choice October 27 with special guest Sue Fisher, tour guide at the

Ephrata Cloister and has taught Jonathan Groff (Broadway Star)

Hike date TBD.
American Music Theater at the end of November.

» Seeds for Grandparents’ Day went over well.

Learning:
e Touch -a- Truck-
50 people attended with 40 children.
75 hotdogs were served.
$336.00 donations were collected for the homeless fund at Cocalico.
» Sunday School-

September 21 - November 16 will collect hospitality items and then collect

for the food bank.

Youth Ministry: Looking for helpers.
Property:

 Air handler was fixed in the kitchen.

» 2 estimates received for the nave air conditioning. Hoping to get a few more.
Other items discussed:

e Directory layout is 90% finished.

» Kristen Gockley would like to know if there is interest in a CPR Class that

would be open to the community.
e Polka Mass will be November 16.

« Discussed Christmas Eve program to advertise services to get folks in the door.

OFFICERS of COUNCIL
Lori Gockley, President,
Lee Showalter, Vice President
Danielle Kauffman, Secretary
Deb Kohl, Financial Secretary
Guy Templin, Co-Treasurer

Sue Knauer, Co-Treasurer

CONGREGATIONAL
COUNCIL LIAISONS

Danielle Kauffman —
Communication, Directory

Sue Ellen Knauer —
Constitution; Service;
Personnel, Generosity

Lee Showalter — Disaster
Response

Guy Templin — Finance;
Worship

Deb Sweigert — Love Inc./
Homes of Hope

Randy Krater — Property

Pam Leisey — Learning

Grady Daub—Safety & Security

Denise Kidwell — Kitchen Krew

Jen Weitzel - Welcome
Alan Worley —Youth Ministry
Cody Leisey- Worship Study

Have you updated your will and
remembered the ministry of
Christ at Swamp Lutheran?

Swamp Lutheran Church can
be named a beneficiary in your
will and/or in your life insurance

policy.

Give a gift that celebrates
your life and commitment to
Christ!



: / Swamp Lutheran Church Trivia
by Gladys Eckenroad

Answers on page 13

1.Who was the first preacher at Swamp Lutheran Church?

2.How often did the circuit preacher visit the area?

3.At 50+ years of service, who was the longest tenured pastor of Swamp Lutheran?
4.When was the sand-stone church built?

5.How often did Swamp Lutheran worship in the stone church?

6.How many years did the Lutheran Church worship in the stone church?

7.Who was the first “non traveling” preacher at Swamp?

8.What event was held the first Sunday in August?

9.What year was the A-frame church building built?

10. What significant event took place on November 20, 20187

11. Which pastor of Swamp Lutheran later became a Pennsylvania senator and governor?
12. When was the new Sunday school/fellowship hall dedicated?

13.What happened during the construction of the A-frame church?

14.When was the first Sunday school building built?

15.What city did the Youth group visit in 19757 Bonus- What program did they participate in while there?
16. In the twentieth century, only three pastors served Swamp Lutheran. Who were they?
17.Who was the first coach of Swamp Lutheran’s men’s softball team?

18.Who was the oldest known member of Swamp Lutheran Church?

19.What year did Martin Luther post his 95 theses to the cathedral doors?

20.Where was Sunday School held prior to 19367

21.Which pastor was also extremely involved in the Cocalico School System?

22.What significant event took place on February 10, 20107

23.Who was the son of the congregation who served as interim pastor during Rev. Trout’s recovery?
24.Who was the first person elected as historian of Swamp Lutheran church?

25.Who taught Sunday school and was also a politician?

26.Name the two twin sisters who participated in Swamp’s music ministry?

27 What significant event took place on November 23, 19687

28.What was the miracle that took place during the fellowship hall fire?

29.Who were the sons of the congregation who became pastors?

30.What is the name of the stained-glass window?
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August 21, 2025

Swamp Lutheran Church
275 Swamp Church Rd
Reinholds, PA 17569-9562 September 15, 2025

Dear Swamp Lutheran Church, Swamp Lutheran Church
275 Swamp Church Road
Reinholds PA 17569

Thank you for your gift(s) given to your synod, which were received by the ELCA

Dear Friends at Swamp Lutheran Church,
churchwide organization last month.

On behalf of Jan’s Circle of Friends, we would like to thank you for your very generous donation
of $580.00! Jan’s Circle of Friends is an organization with the purpose of creating a substantial
pool those struggling with the loss of a parent. With every dollar making a difference, your
contribution is making a transformation in the lives of children in our local community.

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith
and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.

—1 Thessalonians 1:2-3
Your gift is a reminder that our work of faith and labor of love are not done alone. We give Thank you agaln for your donation, our work would not be possible without you.
thanks for our shared work and our shared hope, which inspire ELCA churchwide Sincerely,

ministries, in partnership with congregations and synods, to make God's love real in

exciting and ever-changing ways. M éf‘ Q )

Your generosity is starting new faith communities and sustaining existing ones, empowering Laurie J. Sauder
leaders, responding to disaster with long-term commitment, and addressing hunger and Treasurer
poverty. Through your gifts, you join with the whole church in loving our neighbors and

sharing the good news of Jesus Christ.

Thank you! May the God of all good gifts continue to work among you.

Note: Jan’s Circle of Friends is tax exempt under Section 501(c){3) of the IRS Code. Please
In Christ, retain this receipt for your 2025 tax records. No goods or services were provided in

exchange for your contribution.
Wf 7{L#

The Rev. Daniel Rift
Director, Congregational Generosity
420 Blue Lake Road « Denver, PA 17517 . (717) 203-0100 . janscircle@hotmail.com
|
ggé% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
< God's work. Our hands.

Gifts are designated for:

Date Program Amount
5/30/2025 ELCA World Hunger $260.00
6/30/2025 U.S. Wildfires $768.00
5/30/2025 Lutheran Domestic Disaster Response, US $1,959.00
09/17/2025 Treasurers Report August 2025
Aug 2025 Actual | This Year Budget |% of Budget | Remaining | Year-To-Date Actual
Income $ 21,109.66 | § 326,063.00 6% $304,953.34 | $ 238,480.47
Expense $ 27,570.87 | § 326,063.00 8% $298,492.13 | $ 265,485.65
OPERATIONS $ 1,855.97 | $ 53,590.00 3%| $ 51,734.03 | $ 34,890.15
ADMINISTRATION $ 993.04 | $ 21,350.00 : 5% $ 20,356.96 | $ 20,003.71
BENEFITS $ 3,535.56 | $ 36,435.00 10%| $ 32,899.44 | $ 28,484.48
THROUGH STAFF $ 11,737.34 | $ 146,148.00 8% $134,410.66 | $ 93,768.05
REIMBURSED EXP. $ 310.00 | $ - $ (310.00)| $ 2,757.85
YOUTH MINISTRY $ - $ 800.00 0% $ 800.00 | $ -
PROPERTY $ 1,953.41 | $ 18,050.00 11%| $ 16,096.59 | $ 13,031.60
\WORSHIP $ 1,429.81 | § 7,550.00 19%| $ 6,120.19 | $ 4,511.14
SERVICE $ - $ 900.00 0% $ 900.00 | § 792.10
COMMUNICATIONS $ 643.00 | $ 750.00 86% | $ 107.00 | $ 763.15
GENEROSITY $ - % 500.00 0% $  500.00 | § -
WELCOME $ - $ 5,350.00 0% $ 5,350.00 % 1,302.53
LEARNING $ - $ 3,850.00 0% $ 3,850.00 | $ 465.00
BENEVOLENCES $ 5,112.74 | % 30,790.00 17%| $ 25,677.26 | $ 38,450.96
Insurance Claim - Broken Pipe $ - $ - 5 - $ 26,264.93




Swamp Lutheran Church

2025 BLESSING OF THE PETS
October 5, 2025

11 AM
Under the Carport

Bring your leashed and well-behaved pets

for a blessing by Pastor Scott

In honor of the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi and
in remembrance of his love for all creatures,
Swamp’s Blessing of the Pets is rooted in the belief
that all creatures, including animals, are part of
God's creation and deserve blessings.

Food, LIVE Band, Fun for all ages

Sunday
' October 12

BBO BASH =7
Elks Lodge #1933

170 Akron Road, Ephrata

To ELIMINATE Hunger
in our Community!

For tickets:
eassinfo.org



TAKEOUT DINNER

ST 2, i

AT A TIME
CROP HUNGER WALK

Sunday, October 19 @ 11 AM

Leave from and return to Swamp Lutheran Church
5k route
To participate, tell Jodi Showalter 717-413-7149

If we work together, we can end world hunger. That's why Swamp Join us for Swamp Lutheran Church's

is participating in the CROP Hunger Walk to support Church World =

Services hunger ministry and help families who are struggling with Annual PIg Stomach Takeouts!
hunger. Please join us with your steps and your donations. To-
gether, we will provide more meals for the growing number of

people in our community who need them and create greater food

security in communities around the world. We will donate 50% of

our raised donations to our local Swamp Food Pantry. Pre-orders must be placed by October 16th.

Please call the church office at 717-336-2849 to place your preorder

Swamp Needs Your Help!
¢ Tell Pastor Scott if you can help or want to learn more
Most pressing needs include:

Learning Committee: Connie Malafarina and Connie Taylor are stepping back and only pitching in when
needed in a pinch. So, we could use new committee members interested in fostering the faith of our disciples,
both young and old.

SLY: Connie Malafarina and Ryan Ranck have stepped back from their leadership roles with the youth group.
We need additional leaders to guide this ministry.

Worship Committee: We can always use fresh perspectives on worship. New members on the Worship
Committee are always welcome.

Sunday School teachers: We need another teacher for the prekindergarten to 3rd grade class and our high
school class.

Generosity Committee: We need additional disciples to help promote generosity to God’s work at Swamp.
Property Committee: We need help attending to the property needs of Swamp. Consider adopting a flower
bed to maintain or giving of a skill (electrician, plumbing, carpentry, painting, etc.).

Choir: We need singers for Swamp’s Chancel Choir to lead our singing in worship.

Bell Choir: Ringers needed for this music ministry.



Answers to Trivia Questions

1.Reverend John Casper Stoever
2. Approximately every six months
3.Rev. Dennis Trout
4.1806.
5.Every other Sunday
6.152 or 153 years
7.Rev. John Plitt
8.Homecoming services with Mellingers Lutheran and Lincoln Lutheran churches
9.1958 or 1959
10.Rev. Trout’s heart attack
11.Rev. Andrew Schultze
12.1982
13.0ne of the pylons fell to the ground
14.1936
15.New York City - Operation Eye Opener
16. Rev. Fogelman, Rev. Minnich, and Rev. Trout
17.Eddie Kramer
18.Bill Schlappig (106)
19.1517
20.Reinholds Station Trinity Chapel
21.Rev. Harold Minnich
22.Fire destroyed the fellowship hall
23.Rev. Glenn Beard Jr.
24.Paul Bennetch
25.Harry Gring
26.Merda and Catharine
27.Rev. Minnich passed away from a heart attack
28.“The Breath of God” saved the sanctuary from burning to the ground
29.Rev. Roy Winters, Rev. John Minnich, Rev. Robert Kramer, and Rev. Glenn Beard, Jr.
30.Ruach or “Breath of God”



Hidden Pictures. GOd Greated the World Find these objects hidden in the picture below: cake, book,

needle and thread, magnet, snail, fish, football, sock, spoon
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