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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT SWAMP LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Guests are welcome and invited to make themselves at home.  If you’re 
interested in learning more about Swamp Lutheran, have questions, or are 
looking for a church home, speak with Pastor Scott or church 
members. Please complete a visitor card and place it in the offering plate 
or sign guest register in narthex. 
 
Restrooms are located off the narthex (lobby) by the coat rack. 
 
The worship service is printed in this bulletin. Hymns are found in the red 
hymnal Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Children’s active presence is 
welcomed in our worship. There are special kids bulletins available in the 
narthex and at the side entrance.  
 
Offering plates are passed. Additionally, there is an offering drop 
box in the narthex.  Online giving via cell phone is easy and secure. 
Just use this QR code from your phone’s camera app. 
 
Our worship is rooted in the ancient pattern of the church—gathering, 
word, meal, sending. The shape of this liturgy and much of the actual 
words/prayers come directly from scripture.  Though we make seasonal 
shifts, the constancy of our worship reflects God’s constant love and 
promises through forgiveness, scripture, and the sacraments of baptism 
and communion.  Following this liturgical pattern, as well as the Revised 
Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle of scripture readings, connects us 
through our worship with Christians around the world and throughout time. 
  
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We 
believe “Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
given with bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and 
drink.” (Small Catechism, Martin Luther) Children who do not yet receive 
Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing. 
 
Website – Be sure and check our website www.swamplutheran.org 
regularly for updates and schedules of ongoing 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/


 
GATHERING  

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers 
are assured that the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout 
the earth. The disciples are told to not gaze up into heaven to look for 
Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim the 
word and share the Easter feast. We too long for the Spirit to enliven our 
faith and invigorate our mission. 
 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE             HOW MAJESTIC IS YOUR NAME       ARR. PETHEL 
                                GRADY DAUB, ORGAN AND SUE KREITZ, PIANO 
  
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

In the name of ☩ the One 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 
Amen. 
 
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, 
and called to live the baptized life, 
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving. 
Holy God, 
we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that make a people your own, 
that restore to wholeness, 
and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 
 



We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that strengthen believers 
and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 
waters that extend your boundless love 
and cross barriers of our own making. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that open the hearts of believers 
and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; 
waters that set your people on a new path, 
rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 
Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, 
that our every day is shaped by these waters 
that give us our very lives in you. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN                

 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



HYMN OF PRAISE    LORD, I LIFT YOUR NAME ON HIGH            ELW 857 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your 
presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, 
and in the end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our 
Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

ANTHEM                    SING A NEW SONG                                     LLOYD LARSON 
 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
Acts 1:1-11           
 

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of 
the disciples will spread out from Jerusalem to all the world. His words 
provide an outline of the book of Acts. 
 

[Luke writes:] 1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus 
did and taught from the beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to 
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to 
them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying with them, he ordered 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the 
Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5 for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now.” 
  6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for 
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While 
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men 
in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” 
 
Psalm 47 read responsively 
 1 Clap your hands, | all you peoples; 
  shout to God with a | joyful sound. 
 2 For the LORD Most High is | to be feared: 
  a great king over | all the earth, 



 3 who subdues the | peoples under us, 
  and the nations un- | der our feet; 
 4 who chooses our inheri- | tance for us, 
  the pride of Jacob, | whom God loves.  
 5 God has gone up | with a shout, 
  the LORD with the sound | of the ram’s horn. 
 6 Sing praises to | God, sing praises; 
  sing praises to our | king, sing praises.  
 7 For God is king of | all the earth; 
  sing praises | with a song. 
 8 God reigns o- | ver the nations; 
  God is en- | throned on high. 
 9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the | God of 
Abraham. 
  The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is high- | ly exalted.  
 

Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 
 

The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of 
Ephesians prays that we are given the wisdom to know the power of the 
risen Christ and the empowering hope that the knowledge of this 
inheritance provides. 
 
15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 
saints, and for this reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 
remember you in my prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 
as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 
according to the working of his great power.  
20 God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all 
rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come.  



22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head 
over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all. 
 

       The word of the Lord. 
       Thanks be to God. 
   

Stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL        A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING          ELW 393 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Al-le    - lu -   ia      Al-le 



 
 
 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: LUKE 24:44-53 
 

       The Holy Gospel according to Luke, 
       Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a 
commission, a blessing, and a promise of the Holy Spirit. 

44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words 
that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about 
me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and 
he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise 
from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending 
upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high.” 
 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and 
was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the temple 
blessing God. 
 

        The Gospel of the Lord. 
        Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL RECESSIONAL        A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING        ELW 393    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Al-le    - lu -   ia      Al-le 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Sit 
 

 
SERMON                                                                                                                                           
 

 
Stand 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY   LORD, ENTHRONED IN HEAVENLY SPLENDOR         ELW 475 

 

 



 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

We confess the faith of the church, the faith into which we were baptized: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Remain standing 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

After each petition: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please share the peace.  
 

Sit 
  



 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
  

 

OFFERTORY         ON CHRIST’S ASCENSION I NOW BUILD          J.WAYNE KERR 
 

OFFERING In addition to the plate, online giving via cell phone is safe 
and secure.  See QR code on the inside cover of this bulletin. 
 

As the offering is brought to the table, the congregation stands and sings.  
Tonight’s offering will go to support the Lower Susquehanna Synod’s 
Disaster Relief ministry led by Pastor Glenn Beard, Jr. Please make 
checks payable to: North Lancaster Conference Dean’s Fund 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
 

Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever.Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sit 



THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Following the direction of the ushers, approach by the center aisle and 
return to your pew by the side aisles. Please get a cup from the stack by 
the first pew before receiving bread. Grape juice and gluten free options 
available—tell the usher. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS (Congregation encouraged to sing) 

 



 



After all have communed, stand  
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. Amen. 
Let us pray. 
 

Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus,  
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
BENEDICTION AND BLESSING 
 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN                    

 



DISMISSAL  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE              CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS         JERRY VAN DER POL 
                                       GRADY DAUB, PIANO, AND SUE KREITZ, ORGAN       
 
 
 

Immediately following worship, you’re invited to join us in our social hall for 
a time of fellowship and food. 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS   
PASTOR             THE REV. SCOTT V. BRUBAKER 
ORGANIST/PIANIST                SUE KREITZ 
ORGANIST/PIANIST                                                                       GRADY DAUB 
DIRECTOR OF COMBINED CHOIR              DONNA DINGER 
SOUND TECHNICIAN                                                                     STEVE LAUDENSLAGER   
VIDEO TECHNICIAN                                                                       JOHN FRANTZ                                                                                                  

                                                                                             

 



CIRCLE OF PRAYER -  Hunter Leisey, John Frantz, Ed Miller, John 
Wesner, Jeff Kappenstein, Nettie Kreiner, Clair Sweigart, Faith Moyer, 
Michael A. Crowther, Reba Ranck, Grace Ranck, Ray Fox, Gene Miller, 
Jean Wolf, Bobby Hershey, Marilyn Gelsinger, Edith Snyder, Teresa 
Sweigart, Mel and Troy Ulrich, Earl Myers, Elizabeth Sherman, Judy 
Habecker, Anna Rose Schannauer, Jerry Landis, Mary Beth Jenkins, 
Evelyn Gehman, Joan Leed, Ron Adams, Kevin Williams, Susan Levan, 
Larry Eberly, Gladys Eckenroad, Bonnie Koehle-Koon, Kathleen 
Troutman, Sally Bergman, Kevin Reimert, Pam Heisey, Connie 
Malafarina, Ted Heisey, Regina Reinecker, Karen Klingensmith, Sue Van 
Zant, Alex Merionfeld, Helen Werner, Cody Leisey, Michelle Moyer, Janet 
Craley, Scott Zook, Dianna Becker (Gockley’s neighbor), Laurie Sauder, 
Sue Templin, Clyde Showalter, Ashley Milosek (friend of Cody and Aubrey 
Leisey), Dave Brown, Pat Miller, Brian Gress, Lucille Lorah, Leah 
Showalter (Louetta Franck’s great niece), Mark Stoner, Robert Reaser, 
Laney Garrison, Sam Reimert, Lou Smith, Bob Shank, Sammy Hanna 
(friend of Ruth & Gaile), Pat Grove & Daphne, Cathy Stine, Aaron 
Gasparich (friend of Jenny Weitzel),Tina Krall (friend of Larry and Sally 
Hagy), the family of Janet Bingaman, the family of Clarice Haws, the 
family of Rev. Dr. Martha "Marty" Sheaffer and the family of Leonard 
Hoover. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 
May 14, 2026 
ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
A New Song 

The Ascension of Our Lord is best seen as the second of four stanzas in a 
song. The first stanza tells the story of Easter. On Good Friday, Jesus 
died a real death, not a pretend sleep or a fake death in order to do 
business with the devil or to lie in some “in-between” place, but an actual 
death. On Easter, a love very powerful, very strong, and very real 
overcame this shocking death and brought in new life for all. 

The second stanza of our holy song is the ascension. So far, Jesus’ 
followers had experienced his horrific death, followed by deep grief, and 
then the wonderful surprise of Easter. At his ascension, Jesus gathers the 
disciples and promises they will never be abandoned. The Holy Spirit is 
coming after Jesus’ physical departure. This prepares the disciples for the 
next stanza. 

The third stanza tells the story of the Day of Pentecost. The story of 
Pentecost shows, in the strongest of ways, that the Holy Spirit has now 
taken the reins. The Spirit is the empowerment of the very breath of life, 
the creative energy of all that is, love in all its fullness. Watch out, world—
the Spirit is on the move! 

The final stanza of this holy song is all about you and the church. How 
have you been created in the image of God, with gifts to use and to 
share? When have you been touched by the grace, love, and forgiveness 
of God? How will you and the church continue the song by sharing grace, 
love, and forgiveness with others in your community and the world? 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are Welcome Here! 
At Swamp Lutheran Church, Grace is Spoken Here! We welcome with full participation 
and inclusion all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God 
welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, or 
relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, imprisonment, physical 
or mental health, socio-economic circumstances or anything that too often divides us. 
Together as one in the Spirit, our unity is in Jesus Christ. 
 
Notice Regarding Audio/Video Recording and/or Photography of Services/Events:  
Persons participating in events or worship services sponsored by Swamp Evangelical 
Lutheran Church are subject to being recorded by photographic, video, and/or audio 
devices. Your photo/recording may be used without your written permission. By attending 
a Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church service or event, you release our employees and 
officers and all persons involved from any liability connected with the taking, recording, 
digitizing, and/or publication of photographs, computer images, video and/or sound 
recordings. 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006925 

 

 
Swamp Evangelical Lutheran Church 

717-336-2849 
www.swamplutheran.org 

secretary@swamplutheran.org 
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30AM – 12:00 noon 

 
The Rev. Scott V. Brubaker, Pastor 

Cell: 717-598-4663 Email: pastor@swamplutheran.org 
 

 Terri Renninger, Church Secretary – 717-336-2849 
Jonathan Gyorke, Sexton – 717-435-3091 

Sue Kreitz, Organist/Choir Director – 717-283-9444 
Grady Daub, Assistant Organist – 717-917-2430 
Doug Kulp, Bell Choir Director – 717-336-7798 
Cody Leisey, Council President – 717-984-0248 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:30AM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45AM 

 

http://www.swamplutheran.org/
mailto:secretary@swamplutheran.org
mailto:pastor@swamplutheran.org

	Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23

