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                                          HOLY WEEK SWAMP
April 2       Maundy Thursday Worship 7:30pm.
April 3       Good Friday Worship 8:00pm.
April 4       Community Egg Hunt (5  grade & younger) 10:00am.th

April 5       Easter Sunday Worship 6:00am and 8:30am. Breakfast 7:00am.

LDR All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast Buffet 
Saturday, April 11, 2026 

7:00-10:00 AM 
BREAKFAST INCLUDES: Eggs, Home Fries, Creamed Chipped Beef,

French Toast, Bacon, Sausage, Ham, Coffee,Tea, Juices,
Various Pastries and Fruit.

 

SWAMP LUTHERAN CHURCH FELLOWSHIP HALL
 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT LOWER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD LUTHERAN
DISASTER RESPONSE MINISTRY IN 2026 

 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
NORTH LANCASTER CONFERENCE DEAN’S FUND

EASTER EGG HUNT
April 4, 2026 10:00am - 12:00pm. 

Join us for our Annual Easter Egg Hunt! 
There will be plenty of crafts, snacks and prizes 

for children ages - Pre K TO 5  GRADE TH

with special appearance by the Easter Bunny!



Pastor’s Message

Grace and peace to you this beautiful April season, as we gather in the joy and promise of Easter.

“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; He has risen!” (Luke 24:5–6)

These words, spoken at the empty tomb, still echo powerfully in our lives today. Easter is not just a day
on the calendar—it is the very heart of our faith. It is the assurance that death does not have the final
word, that sin is defeated, and that new life is not only possible, but promised through Jesus Christ.

As we move through this Easter season, we are reminded that resurrection is not only something that
happened long ago—it is something God continues to do in us. In times when we feel weary, burdened,
or uncertain, the risen Christ meets us with hope. In moments when life feels overshadowed by loss or
fear, Easter proclaims light breaking into darkness.

Here at Swamp Lutheran Church, we are called to live as Easter people—people shaped by hope,
renewed in faith, and sent out in love. The resurrection invites us to step forward with courage, to forgive
as we have been forgiven, and to share the good news in both word and action.

Spring itself reflects this divine promise. As the earth awakens with new growth, we see a living
testimony to God’s renewing power. Just as the flowers bloom and the trees bud again, so too are our
hearts invited to be renewed in Christ.

This season, I encourage you to reflect on where God may be bringing new life into your own journey.
Perhaps it is in a relationship that needs healing, a calling that is stirring within you, or a quiet
reassurance that you are not alone. The risen Christ walks with you.

Let us continue to celebrate not only with joyful worship but with lives that bear witness to resurrection
hope. May we be a community that reflects Christ’s love, compassion, and grace to all who enter our
doors and beyond.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

In the hope of the resurrection,



Generosity Minute

Dear Friends in Christ,

As we journey through this joyful Easter season, our hearts are filled with gratitude for each of you and
the many ways you live out your faith through generosity and service.

During this past Lenten season, our congregation once again embraced the spirit of giving through the
Pick Six special offering. This meaningful tradition—encouraging gifts beyond our regular tithes—has
been a powerful expression of faith in action. Your generosity is more than financial support; it is a
reflection of Christ’s love flowing outward into the world.

Because of your gifts, ministries both within Swamp Lutheran Church and beyond our walls are
strengthened and sustained. Lives are touched, needs are met, and hope is shared in ways we may not
always see, but deeply trust. Thank you for prayerfully considering how you could give, and for
responding with such open and willing hearts.

Easter reminds us that we are people of resurrection—people who believe in new life, renewed purpose,
and abundant grace. That same spirit of abundance calls us to continue supporting the work God has
placed before us. The needs of our church and community remain, and so does the opportunity to be
part of God’s ongoing mission.

As we move forward into the spring months, I encourage you to continue this rhythm of generosity.
Whether through financial gifts, acts of service, or simply offering your time and presence, every
contribution matters. Together, we are building a community rooted in faith, hope, and love.

Thank you for being a congregation that gives so faithfully and serves so joyfully. May God continue to
bless you as you bless others.

With gratitude in Christ,

Swamp Lutheran Generosity Committee



Prayer Requests

Notes from the
Pastor

Please call the church office at 717-336-2849 when:
You are in the hospital or prior to going to the hospital (or have a
relative call for you.) In an emergency, call Pastor Brubaker at 717-598-
4663.
You are confined to your home for an extended period of time
because of illness or accident.
You are going to a rehab center or a nursing home.
There is a change in your family status (birth, death, marriage, or
divorce).
You move to a home, move out of the area, or go away to college or
graduate school. Important for keeping data base current.
You schedule a meeting or an event of a group or committee. To be
open and communicative with everyone, we would like to include all
scheduling on the Church Calender and in the Weekly Bulletin.

Hunter Leisey
John Frantz
Ed Miller
John Wesner
Jeff Kappenstein
Nettie Kreiner
Clair Sweigart
Faith Moyer
Michael A. Crowther
Reba Ranck
Grace Ranck
Ray Fox
Gene Miller
Jean Wolf
Bobby Hershey
Marilyn Gelsinger
Edie Snyder
Teresa Sweigart
Mel and Troy Ulrich
Earl Myers
Elizabeth Sherman
Judy Habecker
Anna Rose Schannauer
Jerry Landis
Mary Beth Jenkins

Evelyn Gehman
Joan Leed
Ron Adams
Kevin Williams
Susan Levan
Larry Eberly
Gladys Eckenroad
Bonnie Koehle-Koon
Chris Zander
Kathleen Troutman
Sally Bergman
Kevin Reimert
Pam Heisey
Connie Malafarina
Ted Heisey
Regina Reinecker
Karen Klingensmith
Debbie Leed
Sue Van Zant
Alex Merionfeld
Susan Kreitz
Helen Werner
Cody Leisey

Michelle Moyer
Janet Craley
Scott Zook
Clarice Haws
Dianna Becker
Laurie Sauder
Sue Templin
Clyde Showalter
Ashley Milosek
Dave Brown
Pat Miller
Brian Gress
Lucille Lorah
Leah Showalter
Michael Miller
Mark Stoner
Robert Reaser
Leonard Hoover
Laney Garrison
Sam Reimert
Lou Smith
Bob Shank
Sammy Hanna

"The fewer the words,
the better the prayer".

Martin Luther



April 70+ Birthdays

Nursing Home
R E S I D E N T S 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please let us know if you

have a change of
address, email or 
phone number. 

secretary@swamplutheran.org

Happy Birthday 

Please advise the office if this is the magic year that you turn 70! Just give Terri a call at 717-336-2849 or email her at
secretary@swamplutheran.org

to others born in April

TOM LESHER                                4/11
45 STEEPLE COURT
REINHOLDS PA 17569

DEB SWEIGERT                             4/12            
42 STONY RUN VILLAGE
DENVER PA 17517

JANE LESHER                               4/13
45 STEEPLE COURT
REINHOLDS PA 17569
               
KATHY HICKERNELL                   4/20
70 TEXTER MT ROAD
WERNERSVILLE PA 19565

SALLY HAGY                                  4/20
500 BLUE LAKE ROAD
DENVER, PA 17517

 

 

 

WILLIAM MCQUATE                   4/21
723 PINE STREET
DENVER PA 17517

RONALD ARTZ                             4/21
PO BOX 53
390 BLUE LAKE ROAD
REINHOLDS, PA 17569
 
SANDRA HAWS                           4/22
800 KRAYBILL AVE. G7
NEW HOLLAND PA 17557
 
LARRY WOLF                               4/25
75 REINHOLDS ROAD
REINHOLDS, PA 17569

PHYLLIS VEDDER                      4/25
320 LINCOLN ROAD
REINHOLDS, PA 17569

 

 

 

Brittney Hickernell                        01
Grace Ranck                                 02
Debbie Bender                             05
Stacey Mixell                                05 
Mark Bansner                               06
Nathan Kramer                             06
Malinda Laudenslager                 08
Danielle Kauffman                        09
Beth Garrison                                09

Lindsey Sauder                       11
Ruth Kramer                            12
Allison Witmer                         16
Michelle Young                       18
Serena Bingaman                   18
Amy Hagy                                 20
Addyson Kauffman                 27
Alex Van Zant                          30

 

Clyde Showalter                  Anna Adams 
Mel & Troy Ulrich                   Edie Snyder
Michael A. Crowther                John Elser
Earl Myers                      Marion Bergman
Clarice Haws           Gary & Joan Reddig
Joyce Stoner                          Harold Crills      
Bobby Hershey                    Sandra Haws

                         Attention-New Address:   
Troy & Melody Ulrich                   Sandra Haws
7125 Merriman Pkwy                  800 Graybill Ave. G7
Dallas TX 75231                          New Holland PA 17557



April 1           7:00pm       Choir
April 2           7:30pm       Maundy Thursday Service
April 3           8:00pm       Good Friday Service
April 4          10:00am      Community Egg Hunt (5  grade & younger)th

April 5           6:00am       EASTER Sunrise Service
April 5           7:00am       EASTER Breakfast
April 5           8:30am       EASTER Worship   
April 6                  OFFICE CLOSED
April 7           6:00pm        Zoom Bible Study
April 7           7:00pm        Welcome Cmte
April 8           1-4:00pm    EASS Food Distribution
April 8           7:00pm        Choir
April 9           12:00pm     Widow & Widowers Lunch/Udder Choice Ephrata
April 9           6:30pm       Learning Cmte
April 11      7-10:00am    Lutheran Disaster Response breakfast at Swamp
April 12         8:30am       Worship
April 12         9:45am       Sunday School
April 13         7:00pm       Bell Choir
April 14         6:00pm       Zoom Bible Study
April 15         7:00pm       Choir
April 15         7:00pm       Church Council
April 19         8:30am       Worship
April 19         9:45am       Sunday School
April 20         7:00pm       Bell Choir
April 21          6:00pm      Zoom Bible Study
April 22          7:00pm      Choir
April 26          8:30am      Worship
April 26          9:45am      Sunday School
April 27          7:00pm      Bell Choir
April 28          6:00pm      Zoom Bible Study

UPCOMING EVENTS

Thank you for serving as greeters.
Please try to be at the front door by
8:10am

April Greeter Schedule
05 Pam Leisey
12 Danielle, Addy& Anson Kauffman
19 Alan & Kathy Worley
26 Gene & Heather Ferrari

May Sound Tech Schedule
03 Steve Laudenslager
10 Steve Laudenslager
14
17 Steve Laudenslager
24 Steve Laudenlager
31 Steve Laudenslager

May Video Schedule
03 John Frantz
10 Josh Garrison
14
17 Alan Worley
24 John Frantz
31 Josh Garrison
April Coffee Schedule
05 Ray Weitzel
12 Deb Sweigert
19 Pam Leisey
26 John Frantz
May Coffee Schedule
03 Pam Leisey
10 John Frantz
17 Ray Weitzel
24 John Frantz
31 Deb Sweigert

May Greeter Schedule
03 Jenny Weitzel
10 Glenn & Linda Beard
17 Randy & Pamy Leisey
24 Larry & Sally Hagy
31 Deb Sweigert

April 27 is the deadline for the May Newsletter. 
Please reach out to Terri Renninger at 717-336-2849 or email
secretary@swamplutheran.org 
Your cooperation is appreciated. Thank you!

April

x

April Sound Tech Schedule
02 John Frantz
03 John Frantz
05 Sunrise Alan Worley
05 Steve Laudenslager
12 Steve Laudenslager
19 Steve Laudenslager
26 Steve Laudenslager

April Video Stream Schedule
02 Josh Garrison
03 Josh Garrison
05 Sunrise Alan Worley
05 Alan Worley
12 John Frantz
19 Josh Garrison
26 Alan Worley



Knitters and Crocheters have been asked to provide baby blankets for Veteran Families. Please use
soft yarn with not too loose of a pattern and no more than 32" X 32 ," but not less than 27" square or
rectangular. There are some copies of baby blanket patterns in the church library where the
shawls/blankets are being collected. We need more boy colors than girl colors.

 

The church needs your help as a volunteer. From time to time members of the church need
assistance in getting somewhere or even to get to church. It is not often but when the need arises we
would appreciate having some folks who are willing to drive if available. Please call or email the office to
identify yourself as a willing volunteer driver at 717-336-2849 or secretary@swamplutheran.org. God
needs our hands and feet to assist those in our church family. Thank you for your consideration.

 

FOOD BANK – Needs of the food bank are ongoing and need replenished monthly. There is a need
for cereal, canned chicken, tuna, spam, soup, toilet paper and paper towels. Please check for a current
expiration date. Thank you for helping as you are able. We distribute on the 2  Wed each month.nd

Special Request - BOXES. EASS uses approx. 100 boxes monthly for food bank- distribution.
Please place them near the youth room entrance. Thank you!

US FLAGS  When a US flag becomes worn, faded, torn or soiled, it should be retired and replaced with
a new flag. For those of you interested in retiring your worn US flags, please bring them to the church.
We will collect them in the church library and deliver them to the Reinholds VFW who will arrange for
them to be retired in proper fashion. Thank you for your consideration. 

FLOWERS - Grumbine’s Flowers will now continue delivery of fresh altar flower arrangements through
June 2026. Please sign up for flower sponsorships via Sue, John, or the flower calendar.

Gently Used Sneakers Needed. SLY is collecting sneakers as a fundraiser. Used sneakers (pairs
only; athletic shoes only) may be deposited in the bins located in the Narthex and the social hall lobby.
SLY is not able to accept any non-athletic footwear including but not limited to dress shoes, heels, rain
boots, sandals, slip-ons, water socks, wedges, and work boots of any kind. Questions may be
addressed to Pastor Scott Brubaker at 717-336-2849 or email pastor@swamplutheran.org

ACTION FUND – Donations are sought for Swamp Action Fund to help the needy in our community.
Write “Action Fund” in the comment line of your check payable to Swamp Lutheran Church.

SERVICE COMMITTEE LWR Personal Care Kits. During the months of March and April we will be collecting
items for personal care kits. The following items are included in each kit, you may donate a complete kit or
individual items. 

1 light-weight bath size towel (maximum 52”X27”), dark color recommended
2 bath size bars (4 or 5 oz) of soap in original wrapping
1 adult size toothbrush in its original packaging
1 sturdy comb, remove packaging
1 metal nail clippers, remove packaging

Do not add other items than those that are listed. All items should be new. 
All items can be collected for LWR until Ingathering Sunday (1st Sun. in Oct.) 
Thank you for your support of Lutheran World Relief’s worldwide mission! Jane Lesher 717-471-2974

EASTER Breakfast Menu Bacon, Sausage, Ham, Scrambled Eggs, Potatoes, Chipped Beef,
Pastries, Cobbler, Juices, French Toast.



Church Council Highlights
March 18, 2026

Next Council Meeting
April 15

7PM

Have you updated your will and
remembered the ministry of
Christ at Swamp Lutheran?

Swamp Lutheran Church can
be named a beneficiary in your
will and/or in your life insurance

policy.

Give a gift that celebrates
your life and commitment to

Christ!

OFFICERS of COUNCIL

Cody Leisey, President,
 

Lee Showalter, Vice President
 

 Danielle Kauffman, Secretary
Deb Kohl, Financial Secretary

Guy Templin, Co-Treasurer
Sue Knauer, Co-Treasurer

 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL LIAISONS

Danielle Kauffman —
Communication, Directory

Sue Ellen Knauer —
Constitution; Service;
Personnel, Generosity

Denise Kidwell — Disaster
Response, Kitchen Krew

Guy Templin — Finance;
Worship

Deb Sweigert — Cocalico
Builders of Hope

Lee Showalter — Property

Pam Leisey — Learning

George Philippopoulos—
Safety & Security

Jen Weitzel - Welcome

Alan Worley –Youth Ministry

 

 

Dear Church Family,
Our Council met recently on March 18 to review the vibrant work happening within our
committees and to prepare for the upcoming Easter season. We are excited to share
the following updates on our growth, our property, and our mission to the community.

The Carillon is Ringing! A big thank you to Alan Worley for his technical work in
getting our Carillon system operational again. While we are still looking into equipment
for a future replacement, it is wonderful to have our bells back in time for Easter!

Fundraising Success: Our recent Candy Sale was a success, raising approximately
$4,700.

$500 will be donated to Cocalico Builders of Hope to support the future purchase
of a home for this transitional housing program. The remainder directly supports
our General Fund.

Our multi-generational "Better Together" Sunday school activity hosted 18
participants (6 kids and 12 adults), and we look forward to our Children’s Church
singing on Palm Sunday.

The Communications Committee is working hard to keep us connected:
Thanks to donations we have updated the TVs in front and back of the church.
These screens will now display information regarding church life and specific
upcoming events.
Digital Growth: We are officially launching our Instagram presence before Easter!
We are also boosting our social media reach for the Community Egg Hunt and
coordinating with the Cocalico School District for weekly email flyers.

Easter Outreach: Postcards and signs are available. Invite folks to worship with us.
Join us for a "lit drop" (flyer delivery) at local developments immediately following
the Palm Sunday breakfast.

Property Upgrades: 
Air conditioning replacement is scheduled for late April or early May. 
We will also be "picking up sticks" on the Thursday before Easter.

Enhanced Security: For the safety of the congregation the front doors will be locked
shortly after the conclusion of the service. Please use the back door to enter the
building during Sunday school. You may still use the side door in the sanctuary to exit.

Kitchen Krew Impact: In the last month, the Food Bank provided boxes for 56
families (160 people). Keep an eye out for quarterly R&K sub sales starting after
Easter.

Welcome Ministry: We recently mailed 80 greeting cards to members and are
excited for our Habitat for Feathered Friends community event on Sunday, May 17 at
10 a.m. This event will include making bird houses, refreshments, and stations
including pinecone peanut butter feeders. 



Orders are being taken for red geraniums for Pentecost May 24, 2026. Price is not yet known and the
deadline for ordering is Sunday May 10th. Please give the following information to the church office or to Jodi
Showalter (717) 413-7149.
Name___________________________ Phone Number___________

Red Geraniums___________________

In memory of_______________________________________

In honor of ________________________________________

Mark your calendars! 
Reinholds Community Vacation
Bible School
July 12-16 at Reinholds Carnival Grounds,
6:30 – 8:30 pm
More information to come.Mohn

Community Event on May 17 @ 10 am – Habitat for Feathered Friends
will include making bird houses, refreshments, and stations including
pinecone peanut butter feeders. Additionally, we are asking for donations to
support our local Veterans in Lancaster County at the Coatesville VA. They
currently need all sizes in T-Shirts, Shirts, Body Wash and Lots of Coffee
(Ground Bagged or K-Cups). Please help us in supporting our Veterans in
May. 
Thank you!
Welcome Committee
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!”

Coded Words for Jesus Is Alive!

Each number stands for a letter of  the alphabet. Write the correct letter in the blank to 

find the coded words and phrase. Code key

Mary Magdalene said,

A  1             M  13
B  2             N  14
C  3             O  15
D  4             P  16
E  5             Q  17
F  6              R  18
G  7             S  19
H  8             T   20
I   9              U  21
J  10            V  22
K  11           W  23
L   12           X  24
                     Y   25
                      Z  26
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	1 light-weight bath size towel (maximum 52”X27”), dark color recommended
	2 bath size bars (4 or 5 oz) of soap in original wrapping
	1 adult size toothbrush in its original packaging
	1 sturdy comb, remove packaging
	1 metal nail clippers, remove packaging
	Do not add other items than those that are listed. All items should be new.  All items can be collected for LWR until Ingathering Sunday (1st Sun. in Oct.)  Thank you for your support of Lutheran World Relief’s worldwide mission! Jane Lesher 717-471-2974
	Next Council Meeting April 15 7PM

	Church Council Highlights March 18, 2026
	Dear Church Family, Our Council met recently on March 18 to review the vibrant work happening within our committees and to prepare for the upcoming Easter season. We are excited to share the following updates on our growth, our property, and our mission to the community.
	The Carillon is Ringing! A big thank you to Alan Worley for his technical work in getting our Carillon system operational again. While we are still looking into equipment for a future replacement, it is wonderful to have our bells back in time for Easter!
	Fundraising Success: Our recent Candy Sale was a success, raising approximately $4,700.
	$500 will be donated to Cocalico Builders of Hope to support the future purchase of a home for this transitional housing program. The remainder directly supports our General Fund.
	Our multi-generational "Better Together" Sunday school activity hosted 18 participants (6 kids and 12 adults), and we look forward to our Children’s Church singing on Palm Sunday.
	The Communications Committee is working hard to keep us connected:
	Thanks to donations we have updated the TVs in front and back of the church. These screens will now display information regarding church life and specific upcoming events.
	Digital Growth: We are officially launching our Instagram presence before Easter! We are also boosting our social media reach for the Community Egg Hunt and coordinating with the Cocalico School District for weekly email flyers.
	Easter Outreach: Postcards and signs are available. Invite folks to worship with us. Join us for a "lit drop" (flyer delivery) at local developments immediately following the Palm Sunday breakfast.
	Property Upgrades:
	Air conditioning replacement is scheduled for late April or early May.
	We will also be "picking up sticks" on the Thursday before Easter.
	Enhanced Security: For the safety of the congregation the front doors will be locked shortly after the conclusion of the service. Please use the back door to enter the building during Sunday school. You may still use the side door in the sanctuary to exit.
	Kitchen Krew Impact: In the last month, the Food Bank provided boxes for 56 families (160 people). Keep an eye out for quarterly R&K sub sales starting after Easter.
	Welcome Ministry: We recently mailed 80 greeting cards to members and are excited for our Habitat for Feathered Friends community event on Sunday, May 17 at 10 a.m. This event will include making bird houses, refreshments, and stations including pinecone peanut butter feeders.
	OFFICERS of COUNCIL
	Cody Leisey, President,
	Lee Showalter, Vice President
	Danielle Kauffman, Secretary
	Deb Kohl, Financial Secretary
	Guy Templin, Co-Treasurer
	Sue Knauer, Co-Treasurer

	CONGREGATIONAL  COUNCIL LIAISONS
	Danielle Kauffman — Communication, Directory
	Sue Ellen Knauer — Constitution; Service; Personnel, Generosity
	Denise Kidwell — Disaster Response, Kitchen Krew
	Guy Templin — Finance; Worship
	Deb Sweigert — Cocalico Builders of Hope
	Lee Showalter — Property
	Pam Leisey — Learning
	George Philippopoulos—Safety & Security
	Jen Weitzel - Welcome
	Alan Worley –Youth Ministry




	Community Event on May 17 @ 10 am – Habitat for Feathered Friends will include making bird houses, refreshments, and stations including pinecone peanut butter feeders. Additionally, we are asking for donations to support our local Veterans in Lancaster County at the Coatesville VA. They currently need all sizes in T-Shirts, Shirts, Body Wash and Lots of Coffee (Ground Bagged or K-Cups). Please help us in supporting our Veterans in May.  Thank you! Welcome Committee
	Mark your calendars!  Reinholds Community Vacation Bible School July 12-16 at Reinholds Carnival Grounds, 6:30 – 8:30 pm More information to come.
	Orders are being taken for red geraniums for Pentecost May 24, 2026. Price is not yet known and the deadline for ordering is Sunday May 10th. Please give the following information to the church office or to Jodi Showalter (717) 413-7149. Name___________________________ Phone Number___________
	Red Geraniums___________________
	In memory of_______________________________________
	In honor of ________________________________________
	Coded Words for Jesus Is Alive!
	Each number stands for a letter of  the alphabet. Write the correct letter in the blank to 
	find the coded words and phrase.
	20  15  13 
	19  20  15  14 
	Code key
	A  1             M  13 B  2             N  14 C  3             O  15 D  4             P  16 E  5             Q  17 F  6              R  18 G  7             S  19 H  8             T   20 I   9              U  21 J  10            V  22 K  11           W  23 L   12           X  24                      Y   25                       Z  26
	Mary Magdalene said,

	12  15 


