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 Students must be given opportunities to see that inquiry is not just about finding what others 
have found, and that they can use the inquiry process not only to uncover knowledge but also 
to construct understandings and develop their own positions on issues. Learning should be 
seen as a process in which students monitor and reflect on the development of their 
knowledge, understandings, and skills.


Connections to Current Events and Issues 
Teachers need to integrate current events and issues within the curriculum expectations, and 
not treat them as separate topics. The integration of current events and issues into the 
curriculum will help students make connections between what they are learning in class and 
past and present-day local, national, and global events, developments, and issues. Examining 
current events helps students analyze controversial issues, understand diverse perspectives, 
develop informed opinions, and build a deeper understanding of the world in which they live. In 
addition, investigating current events will stimulate students’ interest in and curiosity about the 
world around them. The inclusion of current events in Canadian and world studies will help 
keep the curriculum a relevant, living document.


Accommodations 
There are three types of accommodations: 
• Instructional accommodations are changes in teaching strategies, including styles 
of presentation, methods of organization, or use of technology and multimedia. 
Some examples include the use of graphic organizers, photocopied notes, or 
assistive software. 
• Environmental accommodations are changes that the student may require in the 
classroom and/or school environment, such as preferential seating or special 
lighting. 
• Assessment accommodations are changes in assessment procedures that enable 
the student to demonstrate his or her learning, such as allowing additional time to 
complete tests or assignments or permitting oral responses to test questions (see 
page 29 of the IEP Resource Guide, 2004, for more examples). 

CRITICAL THINKING AND CRITICAL LITERACY IN CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES 
Critical thinking is the process of thinking about ideas or situations in order to 
understand them fully, identify their implications, make a judgement, and/or guide 
decision making. Critical thinking includes skills such as questioning, predicting, 
analyzing, synthesizing, examining opinions, identifying values and issues, detecting 
bias, and distinguishing between alternatives. Students who are taught these skills 
become critical thinkers who can move beyond superficial conclusions to a deeper 
understanding of the issues they are examining. They are able to engage in an 
inquiry process in which they explore complex and multifaceted issues, and 
questions for which there may be no clear-cut answers. 
Informations and Communication Technologies 
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As part of field studies: When engaging in a field study, students can combine a 
number of ICT tools such as GPS, hand-held personal digital devices, and digital 
cameras. 
Whenever appropriate, students should be encouraged to use ICT to support and 
communicate their learning. For example, students working individually or in groups 
can use computer technology and/or Internet websites to gain access to museums, 
galleries, archives, and heritage sites in Canada and around the world; databases of 
laws and regulations; political information and economic data on various countries; 
and digital atlases and other sources of information and data. They can also use 
portable storage devices to store information, as well as CD-ROM and DVD 
technologies, digital cameras, GIS maps, interactive whiteboards, and projectors to 
organize and present the results of their investigations to their classmates and others. 

ETHICS IN THE CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES PROGRAM 

The Canadian and world studies curriculum provides varied opportunities for 
students to learn about ethical issues and to explore the role of ethics in both public 
and personal decision making. During the inquiry process, students may need to 
make ethical judgements when evaluating evidence and positions on various issues, 
and when drawing their own conclusions about issues, developments, and events. 
Teachers may need to help students in determining appropriate factors to consider 
when making such judgements. In addition, it is crucial that teachers provide support 
and supervision to students throughout the inquiry process, ensuring that students 
engaged in an inquiry are aware of potential ethical concerns and address them in 
acceptable ways. If students are conducting surveys and/or interviews, teachers must 
supervise their activities to ensure that they respect the dignity, privacy, and 
confidentiality of their participant


