


WE WANT YOU TO GET
“DOWN IN THE DUMPS”

Welcome to the world of eccentric trash collectors, hobo
philosophers, wayward alligators and all the other creatures
who live DOWN IN THE DUMPS it is the hope of the
authors, that among the broken bottles, empty cans and
discarded boxes in our dump you will find some sparkling
gems that will brighten your day.

Written by: Rick Franz  lllustrated by: Michael Barron




CAST OF CHARACTERS

GARBAGEMAN
- A.K.A. Howard Schmirtz

In the evenings and on weekends

he’s simply family man, Howard
Schmirtz. Come the dawn, however, he
becomes that fearless grime fighter,
that champion of cleanliness and good
hygiene — GARBAGEMAN! Howard’s
main problem is that he takes his job
as a city sanitation engineer just a bit
too seriously. Most trash collectors
consider themselves just doing a job.
For Howard it is a daily struggle for
truth, justice and the American way.
Like any true super hero, Howard
wears a costume and fiercely protects
his “secret identity.”

ROBIN

Howard’s part-time helper is a college
student named Robin. Garbageman, of
course, was opposed to the idea of
anyone riding with him on his rounds.
Then he found out it was going to

be somebody named Robin. Robin
good-naturedly wears the special
uniform Garbageman designed for

him and plays the role of “faithful side-
kick” with a mixture of resignation and
occasional unconscious enthusiasm.




SKID

Skid is a full-time tramp an part-time
philosopher. Skid strongly believes in
the work ethic, sobriety an a moral
lifestyle — providing it doesn’t apply to
him. There are times, however, when
he finds himself motivated to take a
day’s work in order to afford a bottle
of cheap wine. “Some people wish

for things, others make them happen,”
he says.

BUTTERCUP

A would-be vicious trash yard dog
who hasn’t a mean bone in his body.
Everyone is aware of this, everyone
but Buttercup. Lacking the courage

to be what he wants to be, Buttercup
spends much of his time thinking
about what might have been and what
he should have done.




THE SCARLET SLOB

A gross, disgusting, compulsive
littterbug who is Garbageman’s
chief nemesis. Does he rally exist?
Is he a figment of Garbageman’s
imagination? Or, could he be the
third face of Howard Schmirtz?

THE THING
IN THE DUMP

Every dump eventually breeds an
unholy creature that nature never
intended, right?




SUPPORTING CAST:

A mysterious creature who lives in a

THE ALLIGATOR PLUS THE /{ “ _‘k
[ l

mud puddle in the dump. The only
explanation as to why he lives there is RATS, BUGS, CATS
that he made some bad investments. AND OTHER RESIDENTS + h / 0
The alligator is sarcastic and cynical, OF THE DUMP... H/ //
spending much of his time chatting % /)
with the rats, and the rest of his time } ‘(/ ¥ I
eating them. A4 ! /
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DOWy IN THE DUMPS

BY NIGHT I'M JUST SUSPECT WHEN DAWN ROLLS
HOWARD SCHMIRTZ AROUND AND =
FAMILY MAN. I PREPARE L —L
- MY SECRET 2T, g
FORMULA. ..

[ LITTLE DOES THE WORLD




DOWy IN THE DUMPS

LOOK, IF YOU ) GET RID OF THOSE TIGHTS, WHAT?!
WANT TO STAY GET RID OF THAT HELMET, AND GET RID OF T"'osa AND REVEAL

IN THE DEPARTMENT, STLLY GOGGLES!
YOU WILL HAVE TO 6ET RID OF THAT CAPE, ... MY SECRET

WEAR OQUR STANDARD IDENTITY!

/ &

UNIFORM!




DOWy IN THE DUMPS

THE PURVEYORS ; -
OF FILTH AND | '

GEE, I DON'T JUST BECAUSE

LITTER WILL NOT UNDERSTAND. HE FOUND OUT

STAND A CHANCE | FIRST HE TELLS THE
AGAINST A TEAM 7 BOSS HE DOESN'T b el 50
5 WANT A PARNTER..
NOW HE'S
THRILLED TO
@ HAVE ME!




DOWy IN THE DUMPS

HERE YOU 60
OL' CHUM THIS
WILL MAKE YOU
y FEEL LIKE PART
' \ OF THE TEAM!
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("T'LL PRETEND TO AGREE .
WHEN HE SAYS TRASH Xy B M e BUT,

COLLECTING IS A I REFUSE TO
NOBLE TRADE SACRED OATH... WEAR THIS

TLL ACT AS | S)UNIFORM !

ENTHUSIASTIC

AS HE DOES..
.




DOWy IN THE DUMPS

NOTHING BUT ON ME. I DON'T ‘ BEST NOT TO BE...
A FILTHY BUM! CONSIDER MYSELF TO ' OSTENTATIOUS.
BE A FILTHY BUM! E .

LIVE IN A DUMP,
YOU REFUSE TO
WORK, AND YOU
PARTAKE OF
CHEAP LIQUOR |

OU SIR, AR A\ ,
ybrgsnAc'E ! v%u e { KID, YOURE BOY, WAS HE ROUGH I JUST DO MY




DOWy IN THE DUMPS

YOU WORK HARD, JUST AS SOON AS
YOU SCRIMP, YOU THINK YOU'VE
YOU SAVE...

60T IT MADE...




DOWy IN THE DUMPS

TODAY'S THE DAY I'LL WORK ALL DAY,
I'M GOING TO 60 INTO COLLECT MY PAY
TOWN AND GET DAY AND 60 OUT AND
WORK WASHING DISHES. BUY A BOTTLE OF

/YES SIR, SOME PEOPLE

SIT AROUN WISHING
FOR THINGS AND THE
REST OF US
MAKE THEM

HAPPEN |




DOWN IN
oWy IN THE DUMPS
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DOWy IN THE DUMPS

oy e b S bt L R T
IT IT WILL DAMA AT

S AT YOUR HEART. LIVER AND CAN EVENTUALLY. | FOR 20 VEARS POINT WITH AR

WILL KILL YA! |~ STOMACH GET BRAIN DAMAGE | od o B S

HEY SKID ! - 1 Y AW, IVE
TAKE IT EASY THAT STUFF IS MURDER. NO, IT'S TRUE! BUT THEN AGAIN
ON THAT STUFF WHAT ARE I




DOWy IN THE DUMPS

AN THE GRAND PRIZE) THE PRIZE IS AND IF MR VAGRANT I HECK WITH IT!

WINNER IS. .. $10,000 IN CASH I AIN'T WALKIN'
MR. SKID VAGRANT!

A BRAND NEW CAR... [V =252 LISTENING ALL HE HAS TO NO FOUR BLOCKS

A TRIP TO HAWAIL. .. DO IS COME DOWN TO THE FOR NUTHIN'!
AND A LUXURY ' STATION WITHIN THE

CONDOMINIUM ! NEXT 2 HOURS !




DOWy IN THE DUMPS
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T'LL RIP THEM L
LIMB FROM BUTTERCUP

HA | THERE'S SOME KIDS
PLAYING IN THE DUMP
| Xy M GOING TO ATTACK!

LIMB!




DOWy IN THE DUMPS

_7“( BUT HOW DO WITH A NAME LIKE
v 5 IT'S ALL MY MOTHER'S YOU GET ANY , BUTTERCUP ?1
kY G2\ FAULTIT COULD HAVE RESPECT... ' J 5 E

/ h BEEN THE MEANEST
/;sq TRASH YARD DOG
TS OF ALL TIME!
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DOWy IN THE DUMPS

WELL, I TOLD THE CAT
THAT IT TSNT 1&_)& THEN 1 NO, BUT THAT'S
SMACKED HIM ONE ACROSS .

THE CHOPS JUST TO BRING SHOULDA' DONE.
HOME THE POINT !

AND THEN THIS CAT TOLD WHAT DID

ME I'D NEVER MAKE A GOOD
JUNK YARD DOG BECAUSE I  YOU DO?

NEVER DECIDE TO ACT UNTIL >
IT'S TOO LATE | . |
_ o =




DOWy IN THE DUMPS

I WANT TO SEE
= HEY, ERNIE) WHAT ARE IF HE CAN DO
s GET OUT R CARY GRANT |
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DOWy IN THE DUMPS

HAVE A BITE OF

APPROVAL FROM THE
SURGEON GENERAL'S
OFFICE!

THAT'S THE SAME
HEY, MURRAY ! (GEE, THAN)K)S_D AS THE STAMP OF




DOWy IN THE DUMPS
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(&'I' I;ILI'-:!-IH! HUMPH! T ALWAYS CONSIDERED
¢ |
N AT T - MYSELF TO BE SOMEWHAT DEBONATR
HORRIBLE, /
PUTRID 74 \.«
RATI NN
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DOWy IN THE DUMPS

MY BROTHER MY COUSIN HELPED ) (6O WHAT!

WAS INVOLVED /| PROVE THE HAZARDS
FROM AN . IN RESEARCH Y OF SMOKING... MY BROTHER-IN-LAW

IMPORTANT . | THAT PROVED B MY UNCLE PLAYED

SACCHARIN Is ] " " o ~
d DANGEROUS. .. BEN" IN "WILLARD"...

MY DAD IS INTO
RESEARCH AT




DOWy IN THE DUMPS

GIMME THE
BUG SPRAY,
I SEE A

ROACH!

é )
SUCKERS!!




DOWy IN THE DUMPS

RESEARCH LAB
FLASHBACK!




DOWy IN THE DUMPS

I SAW A RAT TEASIN’

YOU THE OTHER DAY.
WHAT WAS HIS NAME?




DOWy IN THE DUMPS

YOU TRYIN'
TO WIN THE
MRS. TIDY
COCKROACH
AWARD!?

AN -?§§=T“

) 4 I DON'T CARE

WHAT YOU SAY.

I JUST WANT
TO KEEP A

CLEAN HOUSE! )

EEEEK!
HARRY, ¥

WE'VE 6oT

PEOPLE!!




DOWy IN THE DUMPS

SO, HOW DOES AN A BAD
“IN'A'CITY BUMP? S INVESTMENTS!




PLEASE : S
PN DlSPOSE 'l/ 4"}




