
Happy fall (or winter?) to all of our 

RALALA family! 

The lake region had a very good 

summer, hopefully enjoyed by all of 

you.  An unseasonably wet and 

cool September drove the Van 

Straatens to leave for Arizona 

where we reside in the winter.  The 

world of technology allows me to 

keep up with everything going on in 

Minnesota and especially our 

lakes. 

I want to thank the board members 

who continue to work so tirelessly for 

all the goals of RALALA.  Many hours 

are put in by our volunteers and we ap-

preciate all that you do to help every-

one enjoy our quality of life.  The Board 

sponsored a Volunteer Appreciation 

dinner on Sept. 8 at Clearwater 

Lodge....we had a great evening of Ta-

cos and Talk with our members and 

also invited civic leaders who had 

championed our projects...our partner-

ships are important for maintaining our 

commitments to the lakes. 

President’s Letter—by Linda Van Straaten 
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drop off but the lake could still support 

an EWM infestation.  

2.       Leavitt appeared similar to Law-

rence.  Considering the  proximity to 

other infested lakes, I would continue 

to survey annually and have landown-

ers report anything suspicious.  

3.       Smokey Hollow is very tea 

stained and has little submersed vege-

tation.  Watershield and Water Lilies 

appear to thrive.  An EWM infestation is 

possible, but would not do well consid-

ering the low light. Surveys are optional.  

On the basis of these observations, the 

Board authorized our President to ne-

gotiate an arrangement for surveying 

these lakes on a regular basis. 

Please contact us if you have questions 

and be sure to call us if you spot any-

thing suspicious on these lakes.  .  

I am happy to report that we re-

ceived good news from the Eura-

sian Water Milfoil survey that our 

contractor, PLM, did on Lawrence, 

Leavitt and Smokey Hollow Lakes.  

The surveyors completed this pro-

ject on August 28th when any mil-

foil plants would still have been  

growing and easily spotted.  All 

three surveys came back with “no 

Eurasian Water Milfoil present”! 

The lead surveyor made the follow-

ing observations: 

1.       Lawrence Lake has a lot of 

Northern Milfoil, Coontail and float-

ing leaf vegetation.  Considering the 

channel between Lawrence and 

Roosevelt, I would continue to sur-

vey and have landowners report 

anything suspicious. Much like Roo-

sevelt, there is a relatively steep 

Milfoil Update-Lawrence/Leavitt/Smokey Hollow—by Bob 

Cont’d on p. 9 
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A “raindrop” view of our conti-

nent might be that “wherever 

rain falls”, it is into a basin on the 

planet.  That rain drop might 

soak into the ground, but with 

enough drops, the water will flow. 

If there were so much water, any 

pond or lake would in theory 

“overflow” and continue to move 

towards the ocean.  The edges or 

perimeters of the area that would 

flow to the same outlet comprise 

a “watershed”.   

On our RALALA waters, as well as 

Morrison Lake and other smaller 

waters, we are in the minor wa-

tershed known as the “Crooked 

Creek Watershed”. That in turn is 

part of the larger “Daggett Brook 

Watershed”, which in turn is part 

of the Pine River Watershed, and 

surface areas of the watershed 

can all affect the water quality.  

Underground water reservoirs 

can be “recharged” by the sur-

face waters, and they can also 

release water into the flowages.   

Thus, a watershed view of our 

wonderful area is a very useful 

tool to help manage our waters 

– by managing the activities and 

condition that affect water. For 

example, trees shelter the 

ground, and keep it cooler.  

Thus, we would normally like 

trees as helpful to water quality. 

Grasses help control soils and 

provide some isolation from 

heat. Soils eroding into streams 

and lakes are normally a detri-

ment. 

 

Watersheds and the Community —by Darril Wegscheid 

Clearwater Lodge 
 

The area’s newest bar, grill and resort and RALALA’s newest newsletter 
advertiser.  Located in Outing on the narrows between North and South 
Roosevelt Lake.  Telephone number is 218-792-5373. 
 
Bingo every Thursday night at 7PM 
Meat Raffle every Sunday night; tickets sold at 5PM and drawing at 6PM 
 
 

that is part of the Upper Missis-

sippi Watershed, etc.  Lake 

Washburn is in a separate minor 

watershed, which joins us to 

form the Daggett Brook Water-

shed.  The Emily area (Ruth 

Mary, Emily Lakes) are in the 

“Little Pine River Watershed” 

which also joins into the “Pine 

River Watershed” south of Cross 

Lake. 

Watersheds are critical to water 

management. What happens to 

water on the land affects its 

condition and whether it 

reaches a wetland, creek, river 

or lake – and eventually the 

ocean.  Forests, cultivated fields 

and gardens, roads and road-

sides, lawns, playgrounds, trails, 

parking lots and the other varied 
Cont’d on p.5 
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RALALA’s Sister Organizations—by Linda Van Straaten 

As a member of RALALA, did you 

know that you are also connected to 

eight other organizations?  Through 

the years, as RALALA has grown, and 

other regional organizations devel-

oped, we have seen the benefits of 

networking.   

We have become members of sev-

eral organizations as we expand our 

environmental responsibilities and 

knowledge, share what we know with 

others and learn about opportunities 

to educate ourselves and our lake 

neighbors.  We thank those who give 

a lot of their time to keep us con-

nected; please let us know if you’d 

like to attend any of these meetings. 

Here is a list of our sister organiza-

tions and the RALALA members who 

represent us: 

 LARA (Lakes and River Alliance) 

Darril Wegscheid 

 ACCL (Association of Cass 

County Lake Associations)  Mary 

Kowalski 

 CLT/AIS (Crooked Lake Town-

ship/Alien Invasive Species 

Committee)  Gary Langer, Rollie 

Maki, Milt Spieler, Peggy Parks 

 Emily Waters   Bob Lee 

 WAPOA … Whitefish Area Prop-

erty Owners Assoc.   Darril 

Wegscheid 

 PRW…Pine River Watershed As-

sociation   Darril Wegscheid 

 MN Rivers & Lakes Alliance    

 Outing Chamber 
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2018 RALALA Donors—by John Rowell 

A big thank you to all of our 

friends and members who made 

voluntary donations to RALALA 

this year above and beyond the 

payment of dues. 

These donations either go into 

the RALALA Environmental Qual-

ity Initiative Fund or the Milfoil 

Treatment Fund as specified by 

the donor.  The Environmental 

Quality Initiative provides RA-

LALA the opportunity to further 

pursue the Association’s objec-

tives beyond what our modest 

annual dues would allow.  The 

Milfoil Treatment Fund is used 

exclusively to survey for and 

treat Eurasian Water Milfoil. 

We would like to acknowledge 

the following members who 

made EQI contributions: 

Connie Anderson, Wally & Audra 

Bokovitz, Robert & Pamela 

Bolls, David & Anne Bonnerup, 

Donald Cameron, Lowell & Clau-

dia Campbell, Jane Clausen, 

Willis Cline, Dennis & Nancy 

Crowe, Patricia Cunnif, Nicolas 

& Kim David, Don & Mary Jo 

Dee, Erin & Suzanne Doherty, 

Shirley Doten, Bob & Karen Dun-

can, John & Mary Ebnet, Bob & 

Sandi Eddy, Grant & Ilene Evan-

son, Gregg & Sandy Floyd, Gerald 

Frane, Peter & Suzanne Gill, 

Dolores Gragert, John Graunke, 

Eric Hanson, Gregg & Marlene 

Helgesen, Lisa Heilman, Harvey 

Helmin, Dennis & Jeanne Hepple-

man, Larry & Karen Hook, Dave 

& Corey Johnson, David Johnson, 

Dale & Jodie Jones, John & 

Rhonda Kosiak, Michael & Diana 

Kucza, Lowell & Sharon Kutches, 

David & Michelle Langefels, Gary 

& Sheila Langer, Ted & Donna 

Larson, Bob & Diana Lee, Con-

stance Lieder, Scott & Debbie 

LeMire, Jennifer Leslie, Anthony 

Marchiafava, Jack & Terri 

McKeon, David & Rhonda Mol, 

Frances & Mary Murphy, Kirk 

Myers and Therese Kunz, Mark & 

Karen Nealy, Jim & Deb Nichol-

son, Mike & Jane Oelrich, Cynthia 

& Emily Olson, David Olson, Mary 

Kay Osowski, L.E. Pertl,Tim Pe-

ters, David & Petra Powers, Kath-

leen Rainford, Matt Rand, John & 

Bonnie Rowell, Brad Sax, Michael 

& Christine Sandusky, Joe & 

Mary St. Martin, Bill & Sue Schae-

fer, Gary Schmidt, Susan Ser-

geant, Karen Slepicka, Reginald 

Smith, Rhonda & Don Smude, 

Mary Beth Snyder & Lora Kincade, 

Todd & Lori Stafford, Bill & Lois 

Stevens, Randy & Michelle 

Strobel, Lloyd & Ingrid Thyen, Tony 

& Joyce Tillemans, Dick & Yvonne 

Thunstrom, Dr. Frank Tycast, Un-

cle Tom’s Cabin (C.K. Walker) Tom 

& Anna Underdahl, Holly Van 

Deusen, Jack & Linda Van 

Straaten, C.Keith Walker, Darril 

Wegscheid & Mary Kowalski, 

Alicia Welch,  Craig & Judy Wend-

land, Richard Weltzin, Paulette 

White, Jim & Mary Wick, Susan 

Wilder, Susan Yonkovich, William 

& Karen Zigan 

A special thank you also to the 

following members, friends and 

organizations who also responded 

to our request for donations to the 

Milfoil Treatment Fund: 

Tim Allen, Connie Anderson, 

Jerome & Shirley Anderson, Mark 

Anderson & Denise Wicktor, 

Manny & Sue Azevedo, Berquam-

McKenzie Family, William & Mar-

Cont’d on p.6 
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Barren land, especially in-

clined surfaces, can more 

easily be eroded and washed 

into creeks, rivers, and lakes. 

Thus, buffers along the edges 

that “control” any run-off into 

wetlands and prevent direct 

discharge to lakes or streams 

are desirable.  Plantings in 

these buffers that have 

strong roots and resilient 

structures, along with good 

coverage can assist the effec-

tiveness of soil protection. 

The Pine River Watershed Alli-

ance (PRWA - www.prwa.us) 

is proceeding, with the col-

laboration of Cass and Crow 

Wing Counties and the MN 

Board of Water and Soil Re-

sources (BWSR), to prepare a 

“One Watershed One 

Plan” (1W1P) framework. Once 

adopted, this would assist local 

activities in addressing elements 

in the watershed that we can pro-

tect, enhance and preserve.  The 

plan is being developed “upward 

from the local level” so that activi-

ties are based on the real world, 

not from some “think tank” some-

where removed from the sites. It 

is expected to be a major factor in 

distributing public funds to local 

needs. 

Our area is participating, with a 

horizon for completion of the draft 

plan during 2019, and adoption of 

a final plan by the Counties before 

the end of 2019.  Your ideas are 

solicited and will be valued. 

Please consider aspects of our 

watershed that you believe are 

most valuable for the success of 

our community and the surround-

ings.  

At present, for RALALA and the 

Crooked Creek Watershed, 

please contact Darril at 

djwegscheid@earthlink.net. For 

the Washburn Lake area, contact 

Bob Holman at outing-

bob@gmail.com.  Overall, for 

Crooked Lake Township, contact 

Lloyd Thyen at crookedlaketown-

ship@brainerd.com.  More op-

tions will be identified as the 

process proceeds. 

Page 5 

Watersheds-cont’d from p.2 
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News from ACCL (Association of Cass County Lakes)-Mary Kowalski  

The Association of Cass County 

Lakes is a countywide group of 

lake associations in Cass County, 

working with Cass County, to 

partner on projects and issues of 

concern to lake property owners. 

Currently, the focus of those ef-

forts is to help lake associations  

develop AIS management plans. 

RALALA is updating and assuring we 

have early detection and rapid re-

sponse tools in place. As a member 

of ACCL we have access to other 

lake plans including a new infesta-

tion response template. 

As an ACCL member RALALA mem-

bers are encouraged to attend 

monthly ACCL meetings which host 

a variety of speakers on rele-

vant topics and lively discus-

sions about how our waters are 

affected by the environment 

around us. 

For more information about 

ACCL projects and monthly 

meetings and topics check the 

website: www.acclakes.org.  

Page 6 RALALA Lake Association 

http://www.acclakes.org
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2018 Donors cont’d from p. 4 

garet Blenkush, Wally & Audra 

Bokovitz, Robert & Pamela Bolls, 

Roger & Edie Brekken, David 

Cameron, City of Emily, Willis 

Cline, Dennis & Nancy Crowe, 

Patricia Cunniff, Bob & Linda 

Dahlsgaard, Nicolas & Kim David, 

Timothy & Sandra Dircks, Shirley 

Doten, Tom & Linda Durand, John 

& Mary Ebnet, Jackie Evans, 

Grant & Ilene Evanson, Thomas & 

Mary Jo Exley, Carol & Terrence 

Farrington, John & Mary Jo Fis-

chbach, Greg & Sandy Floyd, 

Gerold Frane, Elizbeth Frei, Alan 

Geiwitz, William & Jo Ellen 

George, David & Barbara Gibbs, 

Charles & Diane Gill, Peter & Suz-

anne Gill, Dolores Gragert, Eric & 

Mary D Hanson, Lisa Heilman, 

Harvey Helmin, Dennis & Jeanne 

Heppelmann, Loran & Janet Hil-

lesheim, Larry & Karen Hook, 

Mark Howell, Peter Jackson, 

Dale & Jodie Jones, Jenny Kigin, 

Greg & Wendy Koch, John & 

Rhonda Kosiak, James & Anita 

Kratochvil, Marlin & Joyce Krohn-

berg, Ed & Teddi Krueger, Lowell 

& Sharon Kutches, David & Mi-

chelle Langefels, Marty & Janie 

Langemo, Gary & Sheila Langer, 

Ted & Donna Larson, Constance 

Lieder, Scott & Deborah LeMire, 

Richard Lindman, Anthony 

Marchiafava, John & Terry 

McKeon, David & Rhonda Mol, 

Mark & Jan Mosman, Mike & 

Jane Oelrich, Emily & Cynthia Ol-

son, David Olson, Richard 

Omann & Kurt Hoffman, Josh & 

Angela O’Neil, Mary Kay 

Osowski, Jeff & Barbara Palk-

ovich, Tim Peters, David & Petra 

Powers, Matt Rand, Michael 

Rief, Holly Ringhofer, Robert & 

Debra Ringwelski, John & Barbara 

Rowe, Mike & Chris Sandusky, 

Karen & Lanny Scearcy, Bill & Sue 

Schaefer, Charles & Linda 

Schleitz, Mike & Alvina Schmidt, 

Jay & Karen Schwartz, Susan Ser-

geant, Karen Slepicka, Rhonda & 

Don Smude, Joe & Mary St. Mar-

tin, Mary Steiner, Tom Stevens, 

Kirk & Kari Stoa, Kevin & Dolores 

Strand, Randy & Michelle Strobel, 

James Thomes, Dick & Yvonne 

Thunstrom, Tony & Joyce Tille-

mans, Dave & Cathie Tilman, Tom 

& Anna Underdahl, Jack & Linda 

Van Straaten, Lou & Pat Vietti, 

Robert & Laura Vogel, C.Keith 

Walker, Rod & Jessica Wegner, 

John & Lynnae Weiand, Richard 

Weltzin, Paulette White, Susan 

Yonkovich, Don & Karen Zach-

man, William & Karen Zigan. 



Page 8 RALALA Lake Association 

2018 Raffle Results 

This year’s raffle was another 

great success as a fundraiser.  

We sold $6790 worth of tickets 

and spent $2425.93 on prizes 

and other expenses resulting in 

a net contribution to the EQI 

fund of $4364.07.  This is our 

largest source of funds other 

than contributions from mem-

bers and sometimes grants from 

governmental bodies. 

The first place place winner, Bob 

Lackman of Eagan, MN, shown 

here with Greg Koch, chose the 

$1000 in cash, so the second 

place winner, Derik Zoch from 

Pine City, MN , received the gun.    

The third ticket drawn was pur-

chased by Tim Allen of Maple 

Grove, MN and he received a 

$250 Target gift card. 
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RALALA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President Linda Van Straaten jvs41@aol.com (218) 763-3845 

Treasurer John Rowell rowellje@hotmail.com (218) 792-5364 

Secretary Mikie Walker tommikie@gmail.com (218) 763-8656 

Newsletter Editor, 
Webmaster, and 
Liaison to Emily 
Waters Committee 

Robert Lee keycept@emily.net (612) 710-2756 

Membership Darril Wegscheid djwegscheid@earthlink.net (651) 503-8414 

Liaison to DNR Roger Brekken rbrekken@emily.net (218) 763-2125 

Liaison to Crooked 
Lake Township AIS 
Committee 

Gary Langer gflanger92@gmail.com (612) 254-4329 

 Anne Bonnerup bonnerupanne@gmail.com (507) 402-1548 

 Mary Weihrauch maryw@openhandshealthservices.com (763) 516-3201 

 Kim David david@macalester.edu (612) 730-4993  

 Jackie Evans jkegsi@aol.com (651) 253-0643 
 

 Rollie Maki Rolliemaki@aol.com (218) 792-5179 

 Mark Mosman mosmanfcc@gmail.com (612) 720-4034 

President’s Letter cont’d from p. 1 

The board has our 2019 calen-

dar in place and our spring 

newsletter will alert you of those 

date and activities.  

As I meet people around the RA-

LALA lakes, I am 

amazed by the 

history that so 

many families 

have with this 

region.  My fam-

ily has been on 

Roosevelt for 67 

years, but that 

is nothing com-

pared to the 

wonderful ef-

forts made by many families who 

drove up to Emily and Outing on 

gravel roads in the later 1920's 

and 30's.  Being a history buff, I'd 

like to entertain the thought of a 

history roundtable for us to 

learn some of the stories hidden 

behind the knotty pine 

walls.  Every time I see an "old 

school" cabin, I think of what 

tales of huge fish, bear and crit-

ters, what memories genera-

tions of folks have created in 

our area.  If you have a story to 

tell, please send me an 

email.....our lakes deserve to 

have these stories preserved for 

future generations. 

Thank you for your continued 

support of RALALA! 

mailto:Jvs41@aol.com
mailto:rowellje@hotmail.com
mailto:Jvs41@aol.com
mailto:jkegsi@aol.com
mailto:Rolliemaki@aol.com
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