
This will be my last letter as president 

of RALALA.  Linda Van Straaten, our 

current vice president, will be suc-

ceeding me as president at the annual 

meeting in July, so the next presi-

dentõs letter in the summer edition will 

by penned by her.   

It has been a very busy five plus years 

since I became president, but I have 

found the experience quite rewarding 

and I am hopeful you share my belief 

that we have had some successes.  I 

am very confident that the association 

will continue to flourish under Lindaõs 

leadership.  I do think we accom-

plished quite a bit together in the last 

few years, and I believe that we have met 

all of the many challenges along the way 

with determination and creativity.   

I am very grateful for all the help and sup-

port I have been given by so many of you 

during my term.  I cannot adequately ex-

press my gratitude for all the time spent by 

so many volunteers and all the money con-

tributed by so many members.  Collectively 

we have done some great things for the 

health of the lakesñboth immediate and in 

years to come. 

When I reflect back on it, quite a number of 

those initiatives have made significant 

changes in how the association operates.  

Presidentõs Letterñby Bob Lee 
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Events  

7/7/2018 Annual Pon-

toon Parade starting at 

the opening to Woods 

Bay at 3PM 

7/14/2018 Annual 

Meeting starting at 

9:30AM at Crooked 

Lake Town Hall  

9/1/2018 Raffle Party 

and Drawing at Village 

Inn; 5:00PM start for 

party and 6:00PM draw-

ing 
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Roosevelt was solid as a rock at 24 inches 

thick.  The 6--8 inches of snow that arrived 

on April 14-15 didn't help. (Although we 

missed the 15--22 inches of snow the Twin 

Cities got from the same storm!).  After a 

couple of warm ( 50's-60's) sunny days 

and a very windy April 29th with an early 

morning shower caused ice out on Lake 

Emily and Little Emily.  The ice on Law-

rence Lake was honeycombed on the 

29th.  A light shower during the night lead 

to ice-out on Lawrence on May 1.  At that 

time the south end of North Roosevelt was 

clear of ice but the north half was still cov-

ered with dark honeycomb ice.  North Roo-

sevelt was clear of ice on May 2.  On May 

4th, after a couple of warm sunny days, 

the wind blew the remaining ice on South 

Roosevelt to form a 30 yard band of ice 

along the southeast shore and filled the 

small bays like the one near Granny's.  By 

midday Saturday May 

Freeze-Up/ Ice Out:  On the morning of 

Thursday, 11/9/2017,, Emily, Little 

Emily and Lawrence Lake were frozen 

over.  North Roosevelt still had open 

water in the bay adjacent to the channel 

from Lawrence Lake on 11/28.  After 

some warm days in the 40's, but cool 

nights in the 20's, North Roosevelt was 

frozen over the morning of 12/3.  How-

ever, warmer temperatures, wind and 

rain again opened up a large area near 

the Lawrence connector creek.  The 

area finally froze over permanently the 

morning of December 12th when the 

nighttime temperature got down to one 

above zero.  A dusting of snow during 

the day verified that South Roosevelt 

had also frozen over on December 12th. 

On April 11, all the lakes still had and 

inch or two of snow cover with no thaw-

ing around the edges.  The ice on South 

Rogerõs Ramblingsñby Roger Brekken  

Contôd on p. 9 
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5th, all the ice was gone. 

Weed Removal:   Some RALALA 

members have inquired about the 

regulations governing weed re-

moval.  The DNR has a pamphlet 

òAquatic Plant Managementó.  It 

points out the beneficial aspects of 

aquatic plants in preventing erosion, 

food and shelter for fish, and im-

proving water quality.  Having said 

that, lakeshore owners do not need 

a permit to pull or cut submerged 

vegetation in a small area for swim-

ming or boat docking.  The area may 

not extend along more than 50 feet 

of the ownerõs shoreline or 1/2 the 

length of the ownerõs total shore 

line, whichever is less. The cleared 

area may not exceed 2500 square 

feet.  A boat channel not exceeding 

15 feet in width extended to open 

water may be maintained. The  boat 

channel area is included in the 

2500 square feet maximum. 

An Aquatic Plant Management Permit 

is required for: 

¶ exceeding the 2500 sq ft maxi-

mum, 

¶ applying herbicides or algae-

cides, 

¶ removing water lilies or other 

floating leaf vegetation in any 

area exceeding the 15 foot chan-

nel width 

¶ transplanting aquatic plants 

¶ installation or operation of an 

automatic plant control device 

Swimmerõs Itch Control:  Swimmerõs 

itch is an annoying skin infection 

caused by a tiny parasite of water-

fowl.  Non chemical preventative 

measures are:  brisk toweling after 

leaving the water; avoiding swimming 

in shallow areas near shore; not 

feeding waterfowl.   A permit is re-

quired before applying copper sulfate 

in the swimming area. 

Rogerõs Ramblings Contõd from p.1 

DNR Fisheries:  A three man  RA-

LALA  contingent met with Mi-

chael Knapp, Assistant Fisheries 

Supervisor on December 8, 2017 

and discussed many topics, in-

cluding: 

Stocking:  There is no change in 

the stocking plan for Roose-

velt.  Muskies are stocked in 

even number years (390 tagged 

fingerlings).  Walleyes are 

stocked in odd numbered 

years.  On 10/2/2017,  390 

pounds or 6370 walleye finger-

lings were stocked.  The muskie 

stocking goal is to get to a popu-

lation of 1 fish for every 3-10 sur-

face area acres and then main-

tain that level.  The DNR will be 

testing the muskie population via 

trap netting annually for several 

years followed by flexible stock-

ing.   Mike said that northern pike 

Contôd on p. 4 
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DNR Approves Wright County AIS Inspection and Decontamination Pilot Program  

At the end of April the Minnesota 

DNR signed the permits necessary 

for Wright County to pilot their 

Wright Regional Enhanced Water-

craft Inspection Program for 2018.  

This approval was a long time com-

ing. Last year, due to delays in the 

DNR permitting process, Wright 

County was able to pilot the pro-

gram for less than three weeks in 

late October. Now, with a full open 

water season, they will be able to 

fully pilot the program and gather 

enough data to improve AIS pro-

grams in Minnesota. 

After being designated as starry 

stonewort infested, the Greater Lake 

Sylvia Association stepped up to not 

only manage the infestation, but to 

develop a regional inspection pro-

gram to reduce the chance of spread-

ing starry stonewort to other lakes. 

They set out to require 100% inspec-

tion and if necessary, cleaning of 

boats that enter lakes in the pro-

gram. In the process they have cre-

ated a pilot program that could 

greatly increase AIS prevention ef-

forts in Minnesota while dramati-

cally lowering the costs of trying to 

cover all of Minnesota's more than 

3,000 public accesses and thou-

sands of private and commercial 

access sites.  Team members told 

the audience at MLR's Aquatic In-

vaders Summit that they are striving 

to prove that mandatory, regional-

ized AIS inspections are affordable 

and logistically feasible every day of 

the boating season, from dawn until 

dusk.  This is the type of program 

that is in use 
Contôd on p. 6 
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Rogerõs Ramblings Continued from p.2 

have as ecological advantage over 

muskies in that muskies spawn 

about a month later than north-

erns.  All stocked muskies are 

tagged so any untagged muskie is 

a result of natural reproduction 

(expected to be very low).  Muskies 

grow about 4 inches per year and  

live about 25 years. 

New Regulations for Northern 

Pike:   New regulations for north-

erns begin in the spring of 

2018.  There is an overpopulation 

of small pike in our area. The new 

limit will be 10 fish,  but not more 

than two may be longer than 26 

inches.   All northern pike in the 22-

26 inch range must be re-

leased.  When spearing northern, it 

is hard to size the fish before 

spearing.  Therefore one òoopsó 

fish is allowed!! 

Lake Fish Surveys:   Smokey Hollow 

Lake was surveyed in 2017.  The 

report is not yet finalized as of this 

writing.  We hope to include the 

results in the next newsletter.  

Leavitt and Lawrence were sur-

veyed in 2012 and will be surveyed 

again in 10 years.  At that time, 

northern pike was the primary spe-

cies in Leavitt and the lake had 

good dissolved oxygen con-

tent.   Lawrence had low dissolved 

oxygen below 8 feet, with northern, 

crappies and walleyes as primary 

with decreasing populations in that 

order.  I have the complete 2012 

reports if anyone is interested.  Roo-

sevelt Lake will have a complete 

survey during the summer of 

2018.  The survey will include gill 

netting, trap netting and electro fish-

ing and include all fish species.  His-

torical fish survey results for Roose-

velt Lake are available.  E-mail me if 

you want a copy.  I believe there has 

been a decrease in the tullibee 

population based on anecdotal evi-

dence of fewer surface feeding fren-

zies in the evening on Roosevelt 

Lake.  Mike indicated the DNR will 

be monitoring the tullibee popula-

tion via hydro acoustic methods.  He 

indicated that water temperatures 

are critical for tullibee. 

Invasive Species:  Mike indicated 

that future inquiries on invasive spe-

cies should be directed to Nicole 

Kovar, DNR Invasive Species Spe-

cialist (218-732-8960) who is the 

AIS specialist assigned to our lakes.  

Mike confirmed that Eurasian Milfoil 

treatments with an aquatic herbi-

cide such as RALALA has used the 

past two years is the most effective 

treatment available.  Mike also indi-

cated that a hybrid milfoil of northern 

and eurasian milfoil has appeared in 

the Twin Cities area.  The hybrid is 

resistant to the typical aquatic herbi-

cide treatment.  The hybrid was 

treated with a low dose fluridone 

treatment with results to be reviewed 

in 2018.  He indicated that the Army 

Corp of Engineers now has a labora-

tory dedicated to the development of 

treatments for milfoil.  Starry Stone-

wort was first discovered in Grand 

Lake in Stearns County.  Treatment 

there has consisted of pulling plants 

by DNR divers.  Results will be moni-

tored in 2018.  The Minnesota 

Aquatic Invasive Species Center 

(MAISC) at the University of MN 

found that mechanical and algaecide 

treatment greatly reduced starry 

stonewort biomass, but that the bul-

bills, small, star-shaped structures, 

remained after treatment and may 

regenerate into new plants.  Zebra 

Mussel treatments are being studied 

by many with limited success:  Sev-

eral lakes including Lake Ossawinna-

makee have been treated several 

times with copper sulfate yet still 

have zebra mussels.  Potash trials 

are underway by Dr Mike McCartney 

at the U of MN.  A DNR study on Lake 

Minnewashta in 
Contôd on p.5 



RALALA Lake Association  

Carver County with a copper 

compound called EarthTec QZ 

resulted in a 100% zebra mus-

sel mortality.   However, side 

effects were a 100% mortality 

among native mussels and a 

severe decrease in dissolved 

oxygen which in turn caused a 

fish kill of small bullheads and 

yellow perch.  Lakes in our area 

where zebras were found in 

2017 include Serpent and sev-

eral of the Crosby Mine Pits.  Big 

Head Carp are being fought in 

southern Minnesota.  Different 

barriers to big head and silver 

carp migration are being ex-

plored:  electric, bubble  and 

acoustic.  But Mike indicated 

that the habitat for invasive carp 

species in northern Minnesota 

lakes and rivers is not as good 

as farther south. 

Pipeline #3 Replacement: DNR  con-

cerns about the pipeline are 

many:  protection of groundwater 

supply for the Spire Valley Fish 

Hatchery, geomorphic stability and 

biological connectivity at stream 

crossings, and risk to significant 

downstream fisheries from spills, 

mainly Pine River and Whitefish 

Chain of lakes, Roosevelt Lake and 

the Mississippi River.  DNR Fisheries 

made additional direct comments 

through the DNR Environmental  Re-

view staff in mid-November. Final 

public comment on the EIS ended on 

Nov 22. 

Spire Valley Fish Hatchery:  Because 

of problems with disease and flood-

ing, the French River hatchery has 

been closed and brook trout stocking 

has ceased as a result.  Spire Valley 

is now raising rainbow trout for the 

whole state of MN. 

Fishing Tournaments:  Fishing tour-

naments and the spread of invasive 

species is an issue.  Some tourna-

ments do not meet the require-

ments for a DNR permit.  And others 

simply do not apply for a permit. 

Tournament notification and boat 

decontamination appears to be a 

need for coordination.  Kerry Hull at 

the DNR is a point of contact on this 

issue. 

Aquatic Management Area:  Mike 

indicated that Judy and Charlie Egg-

ers Aquatic Management Area is 

now owned by the State of MN.  A 

sign is up and the public can use 

the area.  Boundary posting  will 

take place in the future.  No camp-

ing or camp fires are allowed in ad-

dition to no motorized vehicles (e.g. 

ATVõs). 
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