ABAL Fact Sheet | Certified ABA
Professional

Disclaimer: The following fact sheet provides basic information about certification in
Applied Behavior Analysis. If you have specific questions about a certification board or
their requirements, contact them directly. ABAL tries to update this page when
information changes, but it's possible some information might be outdated. Readers are
responsible for doing their research directly with the certification board.

Overview

ABAL recognizes a qualified Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) professional as someone who
holds an active certification from one of three certification boards: Behavior Analyst Certification
Board® (BACB®), Qualified Applied Behavior Analysis Credentialing Board (QABA®), and
International Behavior Analysis Organization® (IBAO®). Each certification board has its own
unique names for the three general levels of credentials.

Professionals certified by any one or more of the three boards must practice within their Scope
of Practice. This fact sheet describes certification boards, qualification levels, and scope of
practice.

Brief History About Certification Boards

BACB. Established in 1998, the Behavior Analyst Certification Board (BACB) is a US-based
organization that certifies practitioners as a Board Certified Behavior Analyst-Doctoral Level
(BCBA-D); Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA); Board Certified Assistant Behavior Analyst
(BCaBA); or Registered Behavior Technician (RBT). In 2023, the BACB stopped providing
certification for countries outside of the United States, Canada, UK, and Australia. Many
countries outside of the US began relying on QABA® and IBAO® to certify professionals.

Read more: https://www.bacb.com/

QABA®. Established in 2012, the Qualified Applied Behavior Analysis Credentialing Board
(QABA) aims to meet the growing need for credentialing more professionals in countries outside
of North America. QABA certificants are trained in all aspects of ABA and its applications to
autism and related disorders. QABA offers a 3-tiered credentialing model certifying technicians,
assistant behavior analysts, and behavior analysts.

Read more: https://qababoard.com/

Cost. QABA applicants and certificants living in Lebanon are eligible to pay fees at a

reduced cost. Learn more: Qualification for Adjusted Pricing by Country



https://www.bacb.com/
https://qababoard.com/about/
https://qababoard.com/wp-content/uploads/Definition-of-a-Developing-Country-Jan-2023.pdf

IBAO®. The International Behavior Analysis Organization® (IBAO®) is an credentialing
organization providing standards of practice for professionals living outside of North America.
Established in January 2020, IBAO® aims to provide culturally relevant certification
requirements for professionals around the world to expand access to behavioral services.

Read more: https://theibao.com/

Qualification Levels Accepted in Lebanon

Even though the names of the credentials are different across certification boards, there are
three general levels of certification with similar certification and supervision requirements and

job duties.
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3
BACB RBT BCaBA BCBA or BCBA-D
QABA ABAT QASPS QBA
IBAO IBT IBA

Every professional plays a different role in a client case.
Example 1. Level 3 practitioner conducts an assessment of a new client and designs a
program with goals to improve the client’'s communication, functional play, and
challenging behaviors. The client receives four hours of services per week in their home,
delivered by a Level 1 practitioner who is supervised by the Level 3 practitioner.

Example 2. Level 3 practitioner assesses a child’s strengths and challenges. They
design a program that a Level 1 practitioner implements with the client in a school
setting. A Level 2 practitioner occasionally shadows the client at school and supervises
the Level 1 practitioner. The Level 2 practitioner is supervised by a Level 3 practitioner.
o In this example, the client has a Level 1, 2, and 3 professional on their case. It is
not a requirement for clients to have professionals of all three levels on their
case. However, it is required for a Level 3 practitioner to be assigned to each
case to conduct assessments of skills, design of treatment programs, and
supervision of Level 1 and 2 practitioners.



https://theibao.com/

How to Notate Your Professional Credentials

Generally, a professional writes their name professionally in this style:
Name - highest degree earned at a university — ABA credential

Some examples:
Jane Smith, MS, BCBA, QBA
James Smith, IBT (No university degree.)
Janet Smith, MA, QASPS

Find Registered Certificants

To verify someone’s certification, search their name in the board’s registry:
BACB (RBT, BCaBA, BCBA) : https://www.bacb.com/services/o.php?page=101135
QABA (ABAT, QASPS, QBA): https://www.gababoard.net/registry
IBAO (IBT, IBA): https://theibao.com/directory of certifications

Training and Education

Coursework Providers

Coursework Providers are organizations approved to teach foundational coursework someone
completes prior to applying for certification. Coursework involves multiple courses or many
hours of instruction.

BACB Verified Course Sequences
IBAO Content Providers
QABA Pre-Approved Coursework Providers

Where Do | Receive Training If | Live in Lebanon?
e Level 1 practitioners. Most Level 1 coursework is available in an online format. You must
also complete practical experience hours under the supervision of a certified Level 3
practitioner.

e Level 2 and 3 practitioners. Level 2 and 3 coursework is available online, but at times,
individuals interested in receiving training leave Lebanon for a period of time to study
abroad. Level 2 and 3 applicants must also complete practice experience hours under
the supervision of a certified Level 3 professional. At this time, it is difficult for applicants
to find qualified supervisors in Lebanon able to supervise their practice experience due
to a shortage of behavior analysts.


https://www.bacb.com/services/o.php?page=101135
https://www.qababoard.net/registry
https://theibao.com/directory_of_certifications
https://www.abainternational.org/vcs/directory.aspx
https://theibao.com/approved_content_providers
https://qababoard.com/pages/pre-approved-coursework-providers/

Continuing Education

Continuing Education is formal learning that occurs after foundational coursework and once
someone has obtained their certification. In behavior analysis, continuing education is offered by
an approved continuing education provider. Learn about which individuals or companies offer
approved continuing education opportunities:

BACB ACE Provider Directory
QABA Pre-Approved CE Providers
IBAO CEU Providers

e Example 1. A Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) certified through the BACB,
must obtain continuing education credits from a provider approved by the BACB, called
an ACE Provider. Find providers here: ACE Provider Directory

e Example 2. A professional dually certified as a Qualified Behavior Analyst (QBA) and
Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) completes an online continuing education
course from a provider approved by the BACB and QABA. That one course can go
toward their continuing education requirements for both of their certifications.

e Example 3. A professional dually certified as a Qualified Behavior Analyst (QBA) and
Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) completes an online continuing education
course from a provider approved by the BACB. That course can only count toward their
continuing education requirements for their BCBA certification.

What Does Continuing Education Look Like?
CEUs (continuing education units) activities look different. Some examples:
Conference session you attend in person
6-hour virtual workshop led by an instructor
1-hour online course
Reading a journal article and taking a quiz through a CE provider

All of these could be continuing education activities as long as they are offered by an approved
provider. The goal of continuing education is to provide additional content beyond that which the
certificant learned in their initial training.

Requirements for Level 1-3 Certification

In the following sections, we outline how someone obtains and maintains certification in
behavior analysis, and how they work within their scope of practice.


https://www.bacb.com/services/o.php?page=100157
https://qababoard.com/pages/pre-approved-ce-providers/
https://theibao.com/ceus_providers
https://www.bacb.com/services/o.php?page=100157

Level 1 Professionals

BACB QABA IBAO
Registered Behavior Applied Behavior Analysis International Behavior
Technician (RBT) Technician (ABAT) Technician (IBT)

To obtain a Level 1 certification, the professional must meet all of these requirements:
e Hold a high school diploma
e Complete a 40 hour training program delivered by a verified course provider
e Pass the board’s required written assessment and a competency (performance)
assessment administered by qualified supervisor
Complete fieldwork under the supervision of a qualified supervisor
Receive a certification number from their respective board

To maintain a Level 1 certification, a professional must meet all of these requirements:
e Receive monthly supervision by a Level 2 or 3 professional
e Recertify every year or two.

Scope of Practice

Level 1 professionals provide direct services to clients, assist with assessments, collect data,
and document what occurred during the session. Level 2 and Level 3 supervisors conduct
assessments and design the program Level 1 professionals implements. Services may take
place in the following settings:

Client’'s home

Clinic or center

Client’s School

Community locations (e.g., job, restaurant)

In schools, L1 professionals usually have the title of Shadow Teacher, Paraprofessional, or
Learning Support Assistant (LSA). In all settings, L1 professionals do not conduct assessments,
design client programs, or supervise other staff.

Note: Level 1 Professional

As of March 2024, IBAO allows professionals with active RBT or ABAT certifications to apply for
the IBT credential without sitting for an exam. Read more: IBT Addition. QABA does not offer
this same alternative route. If you wish to obtain your ABAT certification through QABA, you
must complete their requirements.



https://theibao.com/international_behavior_therapist

Level 2 Professionals

BACB QABA IBAO
Board Certified Assistant Qualified Autism Service International Behaviour
Behavior Analyst (BCaBA) Practitioner Supervisor Analyst (IBA)
(QASPS)

Professionals meet all of the following requirements.

To obtain a Level 2 certification, the candidate must:

Bachelor degree
180 hour training and certification by a verified course provider
o Also verified by the relative board
1000 supervised fieldwork an competency assessment
o 5% direct supervision by level 3 professional (total of 50 hours)
Official certification by board with certification number

To maintain a Level 2 certification, a candidate must:

Ongoing monthly supervision by level 3 professional

Active certification: recertification every year or two

Scope of Practice

Direct therapy services following the objectives set by level 3 professional
o Natural environment sessions - naturalistic teaching approach
o Shadow teacher / school paraprofessional/ learning Support assistant (LSA)
o Community based sessions
o Home based sessions
o clinic/center based setting
Taking part in assessment
Data collection and documentation
Provide training and supervision for level 1 professionals




Level 3 Professionals

BACB

QABA

IBAO

Board Certified Behavior
Analyst (BCBA)

Qualified Behavior Analyst

(QBA)

International Behavior
Analyst (IBA)

Professionals meet all of the following requirements.

To obtain a Level 3 certification, the candidate must:
e Hold a master’s degree

e Complete at least 270 hours of training delivered through a verified course provider

(varies by board)

e Complete 1500-2000 hours of fieldwork supervised by a L3 supervisor
o 5% direct supervision by level 3 professional (total of 75 hours)
Pass a competency assessment (varies according to certifying board)

Receive a certification number from their respective board

To maintain a Level 3 certification, a candidate must:

e Active certification: recertification every year or two (varies according to certifying board )

Scope of Practice

e Direct therapy services

o Natural environment sessions - naturalistic teaching approach
o Shadow teacher / school paraprofessional/ Learning Support Assistant ( LSA)

o Community based sessions

o Home based sessions

o

clinic/center based setting

e Conduct assessments and observations

e Data collection and documentation

e Provide training and supervision for level 1 and level 2 professionals
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