
Notable Women of Early Des Moines
Woodland Cemetery Tour
Celebrating the 175th Anniversary of Woodland Cemetery 
and the 100th Anniversary of Hoyt Sherman Place Auditorium



Woodland Cemetery 
175 years

• Opened in 1848, two years after Iowa became a state
• The first “garden cemetery” in Des Moines
• Built on the outskirts of town
• Four acres were donated by four separate farmers
• The graves and monuments were placed before the 

roads and the curbs were built in 1938 by the W.P.A.
• The first walking tours of Woodland were created and 

lead by Gerald LaBlanc
• Recently a project by Kristine Bartley has created QR 

codes which point to memorial videos about various 
people buried in the cemetery.



St. Ambrose Cemetery 

Emanuel Cemetery



Tree Stump Markers – Woodsmen of the World



Frances Elizabeth 
Cooper Hubbell

1840-1924
• Suffragist and Club Woman
• Entertained the national 

suffrage conference at 
Terrace Hill.

• Block 22 Lot  79



National Woman’s Suffrage 
convention in Des Moines – 

speakers, reception in 
August 1897

just twelve years after the 
1885 National Women’s 
Congress in Des Moines 
and the formation of the 

Des Moines Women’s Club.  



•Minnie Christina Elizabeth 
Lawson Fleur
•1880-1930
•Block 22 Lot 170
•Raised Money for the  gold star monument
•One of the first female elected officials:
•Polk County Recorder from her election in 1922 
until she died in 1930.



Orphans’ Memorial
Block 11
Home for Friendless Children
Orchard Place



Annie Nowlin Savery 
1831-1891

• Pioneer Women’s Suffragist from 
1860s 

• Was ostracized by the suffrage 
movement

• For defending  the right of free 
speech and Mary Wolstoncraft.

• Helped found the public library and 
the first Public hospital in DSM.

• One of the first two women to 
graduate from the U of Ia College of 
Law

• Block 21 Lot 25



Martha Coonley Callanan 1828-1901
Took over Annie Savery’s role after controversy
Important Iowa Activist – buried in New York
Woman suffrage advocate, newspaper publisher, and philanthropist
Wife of a well-known local Doctor, James Callanan
Callanan Middle School

• Founded Des Moines Home for the Aged
• Second President of Des Moines Women’s Club
• Helped organize and Four term President of the Iowa
• Woman Suffrage Association
• Launched the Women’s Standard, a monthly spokes piece for that organization
• WCTU Activist
• One of the founders of the Benedict Home

Died of injuries in a carriage accident.  Left bequests to the home for the aged, 
Tuskeege Institute, WCTU and the Women’s Standard





Infants’ markers

• There are 536 babies buried on the 
south edge of the cemetery
• Markers were Funded by Gerold 

LaBlanc and the Abagail Adams 
Chapter of the DAR
• Baby Frank Law was “found”
by his family when the graves were
marked.



Ida Cummins 1853-1918
Suffragist, Club Woman
Block 19 Lot 57
Wife of Albert Baird Cummins, Iowa 
governor who supported suffrage

Mrs A. B. 
Cummins



•Cora Cummins 1858-
1948
•Block 19 Lot 57
•Sister-in-law of Ida 
Cummins



•Grace Cramer 1872-1924
•With Frank founded and ran Sunbeam 
Rescue Mission in 
•Downtown Des Moines from 1893-1906
•Block 19 Lot 71



Rebecca Nourse 
1827-1907

Rebecca Nourse 1827-1907
Charter member DMWC and attended women's conference
Honored as a charter member of the Political Equity Club in a 
1905 event
Block 17 Lot 55



Delia Ann Webster 1817-1904
Block 19 Lot 1

Abolitionist – First woman in the US to be jailed as a conductor on the underground railroad in Ohio
Moved to Iowa at age 83 to live with her niece.

Delia Webster (front left) and her sisters



Mary Orwig 1839-1907  Block 18 Lot 21

• Nationally known Suffragist and friend of 
Susan B Anthony and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton

• Charter Member of DSM Women’s Club
• Marker has civil war canons and veteran 

marker
• Member of the Women’s Relief Corp of 

the Grand Army of the Republic
• WCTU, Home for the Aged, Active 

Methodist



Mary Helen Baylies Peters  1850-1907  Block 18 Lot 4
• Early president of Women’s Club, 
• Founder of Abagail Adams DAR Chapter
• Trolley Car fundraiser to save the Home for the Aged
• First woman appointed to the public library board
• Genealogist





•Alice Carey Wilson Weitz 1871-1957
•Journalist and Club Woman
•One of the first female journalists in Des Moines
•Married to Frederick W. Weitz, builder
•President of Des Moines Women’s Club when the auditorium 
was built in 1922/23
•A Founder of the Des Moines Federation of Women’s Clubs
•Block 17 Lot 71



Sarah A. Graham Palmer Young “Aunt Becky”   Block 17 Lot 134



•Calista Halsey Patchin 1849-1920
•First female reporter for the Washington Post
•Wrote a novel , Two of Us in 1879 “about a young 
independent woman who finds her way working in wood”
•Well known artist and journalist,  was influential in the 
development of the art collection
•Block 17 Lot 135.




