
Ellen J. Cilley Ward  1843-1898
block 17 lot 70 

• Founder of the DSM YWCA
• Supporter of Sunbeam Rescue 

Mission
• Active in Plymouth Church social 

reform



Eliza Cox Mitchell 1854-1914
• Negotiated the lease of HSP for 

DMWC clubhouse in 1907.
• Spearheaded the formation of 

Iowa General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs.  

• As member of library board, won a 
critical fight about the library 
interior

• Block 14 Lot 29



• Alice Cheek  1852-1910
• Block 14 Lot 193 
• Active member of the Women’s Relief 

Corps of the Grand Army of the 
Republic.  

• Aided Civil War Veterans,  she sang  at 
over 2500 veterans’ funerals.



Jenny (1811-1909)and Henry (1818-1903) Bell  
Block 15 Lot 18 Freedom Seekers, Jordan House, 
Suffragist, Community leaders.



Elizabeth “Eliza” Heaton Hunter  
1842-1906
 Block 14 Lot 234 
Suffragist, Political equity club

Associated with Coggeshall and Callanan in the early local 
voting rights movement.  A political equity club was named 
in her honor.  Her son Fred and his wife were also active in 
the suffrage movement.



M

•Mary Ankeny Hunter was active in the Polk County 
Woman Suffrage Society 
•(later the Des Moines Political equality Club),
• the Unity Circle,
• the Des Moines Women's Club, 
•the Votes for Women League, and 
•the League of Woman Voters of Iowa

Mary Ankeny Hunter 1870-1954
Block: 14 Section: Lot: 00234



•Mary J. Coggeshall 
1839-1911

•Sued for the right to vote in 
•property tax elections in Des Moines 
and won in the Iowa Supreme Court in 
1908
•Block 15 Lot 97



•Grace Holmes Ballantyne 
1868-1941
•Second female attorney in Iowa
•Graduated from Drake
•Was the primary attorney in the 
Coggeshall Case
•Moved to Idaho Falls where she is buried



•Alice Alvina Crawford Baily-Gorst
•1854-1938
•Early Des Moines Women’s Club President
•Suffragist and spouse of William Henry Baily
•Attorney for Mary Coggeshall along with 
•Grace Balantyne

•Glendale Cemetery Block 15 Lot 
64 



Mrs. Annice Baldwin Tracy 
1835-1899

• Block 6 Lot 141
• Lost her husband and children at 

an early age.
• Founded an early DSM Cottage 

hospital and Tracy Home and 
Nursing school

• Treated injured from the Barnum 
railroad car accident.

• Always shrank from publicity





Kate Sibley Fowler 
1857-1923

Block 9 Section 74
Ran for school board in 1904 
She was supported by the DSM Federation of 
Womens Clubs (13 clubs) 
Clubs paid her election costs
Lost the election



M

Martha Crosby Frisbie 1840-1931

• Educator, club member, abolitionist, religious leader

• Second Wife of Rev. A.L. Frisbie of Plymouth Congregational Church

• Frisbie School and Frisbie Park named after them

• There is still a Frisbie Club in DSM named after her

• Before marriage she was an instructor at Callanan College

• Block 20 Lot 105



Sara Adelia Hackleman Mills 
Clapp
1835-1906
In her Civil war work, she raised funds for 
fatherless families of men killed in Civil 
War – 
Her Woodland grave one of the first 
restored
She was also a Suffragist
Block 20 Lot 16



•Maria S. Orwig 1828-1909

Charter member of DMWC, 
Journalist for the Iowa Woman’s Standard
Allied with Annie Savery in Suffrage Movement
Block 20 Lot 4



•Sarah Elvira Moulton Sherman 
•1837-1887 

•Wife of Hoyt Sherman, sister-in-law to General Sherman

•Died at age 49 after 10 years in HSP

•Her sister Bina Lunt Wyman moved in to care for the 
family

•Her skull stolen by vandals and was recovered.

•Block 9  Lot 8
•Mistress of Hoyt Sherman Place,
•Died at age 49



A
•Margaret Louise Coskery 1888-1975
•Donated six valuable paintings to Des Moines 
women’s club

Margaret Louise Coskery 1888-1975
Elizabeth N. Collins Coskery 1865-1938
Block 10 Lot206
Attorney, Degrees from Drake and University of Chicago
Trustee Emeritus at Drake
Donated important paintings to Des Moines Women’s Club
(Lot and his daughters, 1624 
Abraham Bloemaert -Leiden Collection
Currently on view at National Gallery – London)
Apollo and Venus Otto van Veen – remains at HSP



Cora Bussey Hillis 
1858-1924

Advocated for the first 
DSM city plan and raised 
the funds to pay for it.
An advocate for children’s 
welfare and lobbied for 
children’s rights legislation

Block 10 Lot 31





F

Irma Shloss Mannheimer 
1890-1974
Founding member of Planned Parenthood
President of Des Moines Women’s Club
Board member of DSM Civic Music Association
Fortnightly Music Club
Wife of  Rabbi Eugene Mannheimer

Emanuel Cemetery Lot 145



Rose Frankel Rosenfield  1873-1960  Emanuel Old Lot 54



• Ellen Kean Flynn 1842-1922

• St. Ambrose Cemetery Lot 145

• Born in Ireland

• Was a committed Anti-suffragist

• Was converted after visiting her daughters        

in California and publicly supported the 

suffrage amendment in 1916.

• The Flynn House is now at Living History 

Farms


