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Ketchikan, Alaska Complete City Guide

Alaska's First City - rainforest, totem art, fishing traditions and a colorful waterfront

This long-form guide is designed for travelers who want more than a checklist. It explains how the city fits together,
where to stay, what to eat, where to go after dark and how to plan realistic days.

Ketchikan is a narrow, waterfront city on Revillagigedo Island in Southeast Alaska. It is often called Alaska's First City because
northbound travelers encounter it early in the Inside Passage, and it is also known as the Salmon Capital of the World. Rainforest,
steep hills, working harbors, historic boardwalks and Alaska Native art create a destination that feels dramatically different from
Alaska's Interior cities.

Most cruise visitors see downtown, Creek Street and a major excursion in a few hours. Overnight travelers discover a quieter
community after ships depart, when restaurants, bars and galleries serve more local customers. Ketchikan is a strong base for
fishing, Misty Fjords flightseeing, totem parks, hiking, kayaking and understanding the living cultures of the Tlingit, Haida and
Tsimshian peoples.

At a Glance
Best for Totem art, rainforest, fishing, waterfront history, Misty Fjords and cruise extensions
Airport Ketchikan International Airport on Gravina Island, reached by airport ferry
Core areas Downtown, Creek Street, Newtown, Saxman, north Tongass and Ward Cove
Typical stay Two to three nights
Travel style Walkable downtown with taxis, buses and tours for outer attractions

Easy Orientation Map

Ketchikan Orientation Map NOT TO SCALE

. Totem Bight
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Airport on Gravina Island

. [Downtown Cruise Berths ]

. Creek Street
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. | Herring Cove

[ Ketchikan International Airport is across Tongass Narrows and requires the airport ferry. Downtown is compact and walkable. ]

This is a simplified planning diagram, not a turn-by-turn navigation map. Use official maps and live directions while traveling.

Where to Stay: Understanding the Districts
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Downtown and cruise berths
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Creek Street and Stedman-Thomas

The center of visitor activity, with shops, restaurants,
museums, the visitor center and easy access to Creek
Street. It can be crowded during multi-ship days.
Choose this area when location matters more than
resort-style amenities.

Newtown and north downtown

Historic boardwalk buildings, galleries, hotels and
Ketchikan Creek create one of the city's most
recognizable areas. Stairs and uneven surfaces can
affect mobility. Review walking distance carefully
because hills, weather and limited sidewalks can
change the experience.

Saxman

A more local commercial area with restaurants, bars,
marinas and practical services. This area works best
for travelers whose daily priorities are nearby.

North Tongass and Ward Cove

Hotels, resorts, fishing operators, Totem Bight and
outdoor access are spread north of town.
Transportation planning is essential. A longer stay
makes it easier to enjoy the neighborhood after day
visitors leave.

Top Things to See and Do

Creek Street

A separate community south of downtown known for
totem poles and cultural interpretation. Respect
community rules and use authorized tours where
required. Confirm transportation after dinner or late
events, especially outside peak season.

Totem Heritage Center

A historic boardwalk district built over Ketchikan
Creek. Shops, galleries, Dolly's House and salmon
viewing make it easy to explore on foot, especially
early or after cruise crowds thin. Allow enough time to
understand the place rather than rushing through for
photographs.

Saxman Native Village and Totem Park

A museum preserving historic totem poles and
explaining carving traditions, clan history and the
cultural meaning of Southeast Alaska Native art.
Check current hours, weather requirements and
reservation rules before building the day around it.

Totem Bight State Historical Park

A cultural destination with totem poles, carving and
performances. Choose experiences that provide
accurate interpretation and support the community.
Families should confirm walking, restroom and
accessibility needs.

Misty Fjords National Monument

A scenic park north of town with reconstructed clan
house and totem poles in a forested coastal setting.
Schedule weather-sensitive experiences early in the
trip so there is a chance to rebook.

Tongass Historical Museum

A vast wilderness of cliffs, lakes and waterways
commonly experienced by floatplane or boat. Weather
can cancel flights, so schedule early in the stay. A
local guide can add historical and cultural context that
signs alone may not provide.

A compact museum that connects fishing, mining,
timber, community life and local history. Allow enough
time to understand the place rather than rushing
through for photographs.
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Rainforest hikes
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Fishing and marine tours

Deer Mountain, Rainbird Trail, Ward Lake and other
routes provide access to the Tongass National Forest.
Wet roots, steep slopes and rapidly changing weather
require proper footwear. Check current hours,
weather requirements and reservation rules before
building the day around it.

Salmon and halibut charters, wildlife tours and
kayaking reveal Ketchikan's working relationship with
the sea. Verify licenses, equipment and cancellation
policies. Families should confirm walking, restroom
and accessibility needs.

Hotels and Lodging Recommendations

Cape Fox Lodge

Inn at Creek Street

A Tlingit-owned boutique lodge above downtown with
harbor views, cultural elements, dining and a tram
connection toward Creek Street. Compare
cancellation terms and seasonal shuttle schedules
before booking.

The Landing Hotel

A collection of historic buildings and rooms along or
near Creek Street, ideal for travelers who value
character and walkability. Some buildings have steep
stairs. Request the specific room features that matter,
such as elevators, air conditioning, views or kitchen
facilities.

Salmon Falls Resort

A full-service hotel north of downtown with restaurants
and convenient access for business, fishing or longer
stays. The property's location may save more time
than a lower rate farther away.

Downtown inns and vacation rentals

Smaller properties can place guests near restaurants
and galleries. Confirm airport-ferry transfers, luggage
handling and stairs before booking. Summer demand
can be intense, so book early and keep written
confirmation of included benefits.

Restaurants and Local Food

Alaska Fish House

A fishing-oriented resort north of town for travelers
who want an all-in-one lodge experience rather than a
downtown base. Ask whether tours pick up at the
hotel or require a separate meeting point.

New York Cafe

A waterfront seafood restaurant near downtown and
Thomas Basin, known for locally caught fish and
casual meals. Menus and hours can change
seasonally, so verify before arrival.

Annabelle's Famous Keg and Chowder
House

A historic Creek Street-area café and restaurant with
coffee, seafood, beer and occasional live music. An
early dinner or late lunch can avoid the busiest visitor
period.

108 Taphouse & Burger Bar

A downtown landmark for chowder, seafood and an
old-Ketchikan atmosphere. Ask about local seafood,
regional ingredients and daily specials.

A casual choice connected to the Cape Fox dining
group with burgers, beer and a modern pub setting.
Reservations are valuable for special occasions and
peak summer evenings.
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Bar Harbor Ale House
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Cape Fox Lodge dining

A north-of-downtown restaurant for seafood, steaks,
burgers and local beer. Travelers with dietary needs
should contact the restaurant directly rather than
relying only on third-party menus.

Coffee and bakeries

Ketchikan's rainy climate supports a strong café
culture. Independent coffee shops are useful for a
slower morning after cruise crowds leave. An early
dinner or late lunch can avoid the busiest visitor
period.

Nightlife, Live Music, Bars and Clubs

Creek Street Cabaret

Heen Kahidi and lodge dining options combine views
with Alaska-inspired food and cultural surroundings.
Menus and hours can change seasonally, so verify
before arrival.

Arctic Bar

A live-music and events venue that has become part
of Ketchikan's current entertainment calendar. Check
the event calendar because the atmosphere depends
on the performer or program.

The Asylum Bar

A compact waterfront bar known for its "Happy Bears"
sign, local character and harbor views. Use rideshare,
a taxi or a designated driver when alcohol is part of
the evening.

New York Cafe events

A casual downtown pub popular with visitors and
locals, often paired with food from nearby Burger
Queen. Summer and winter schedules can be very
different.

108 Taphouse and lodge lounges

Selected evenings feature live music or community
gatherings in a historic setting. A quieter weekday
may feel more local than a busy event night.

Community arts

A more polished option for beer, cocktails and a
quieter evening. Alaska nightlife is often casual,
practical footwear and layers still matter after dark.

Hidden Gems and Local Favorites

Rainbird Trail

First City Players, local galleries, open-mic events and
seasonal dock concerts offer alternatives to traditional
clubs. Check the event calendar because the
atmosphere depends on the performer or program.

Married Man's Trail

A forest trail above town with viewpoints and a quieter
experience than the main cruise blocks. This stop is
best for travelers willing to move beyond the most
advertised attractions.

Ward Lake

A short path connecting Creek Street with historic
residential areas and stairways. Conditions and
access can change, so verify before making a special
trip.

Herring Cove

An accessible forest and lake area north of town with
a popular loop trail. A short visit can provide a useful
contrast to the city's headline sights.

A scenic area south of town where visitors sometimes
see bears, eagles and salmon. Wildlife is never
guaranteed and safe viewing distance is essential.
Treat residential areas and cultural sites with extra
respect.
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Local galleries and carving studios

Seek out work by local Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian
artists and ask about the meaning and origin of pieces
before buying. Pair it with another nearby stop to
reduce transportation time.

Helping You Discover the World.

Annual Festivals and Recurring Events

Blueberry Arts Festival

Fourth of July

A summer arts celebration with vendors, music, food
and community activities. This stop is best for
travelers willing to move beyond the most advertised
attractions.

Wearable Art Show

Ketchikan's compact downtown creates an energetic
community celebration with a parade and waterfront
events. Conditions and access can change, so verify
before making a special trip.

Music on the Dock

A creative annual event highlighting Ketchikan's
strong visual-arts community. A short visit can provide
a useful contrast to the city's headline sights.

King Salmon Derby and fishing events

Fishing traditions remain central to the community,
with seasonal competitions and celebrations. Pair it
with another nearby stop to reduce transportation
time.

Shopping and Local Products

Authentic Northwest Coast art

Seasonal live performances bring local music to the
waterfront. Treat residential areas and cultural sites
with extra respect.

Creek Street galleries

Ask for the artist's name, Nation or community,
materials and story. Avoid mass-produced imitations.
Menus and hours can change seasonally, so verify
before arrival.

Books and local history

Historic buildings contain locally owned galleries,
jewelry shops, photography and craft businesses. An
early dinner or late lunch can avoid the busiest visitor
period.

Seafood gifts

Independent shops and museums carry useful works
on Tlingit, Haida, Tsimshian and maritime history. Ask
about local seafood, regional ingredients and daily
specials.

Best Day Trips and Extensions

Misty Fjords

Smoked salmon and shelf-stable seafood products
can be shipped home by established businesses.
Reservations are valuable for special occasions and
peak summer evenings.

Prince of Wales Island

Floatplane and boat tours reveal immense cliffs, lakes
and wilderness beyond the road system. Allow
enough time to understand the place rather than
rushing through for photographs.

Ferries and flights connect travelers with a less-visited
island of forests, communities and outdoor recreation.
Check current hours, weather requirements and
reservation rules before building the day around it.

Scott Kalvinek | (508) 769-3808 | KalviTravel@outlook.com | KalviTravel.com

Let's Discover the World... Together.

Page 6



KalviTravel Helping You Discover the World.

Fishing lodge extension Remote bear or wildlife viewing

Seasonal tours may reach areas where bears feed on
salmon; choose operators that enforce safe distances.
Schedule weather-sensitive experiences early in the
trip so there is a chance to rebook.

A lodge stay north of town can add guided fishing,
meals and a more immersive coastal experience.
Families should confirm walking, restroom and
accessibility needs.

Local History

Ketchikan, or Kichxaan in the Tlingit language, is situated on the ancestral lands of the Tlingit people, who have lived in the region
for thousands of years. Haida and Tsimshian cultures also have deep connections to Southeast Alaska. Trade, fishing, carving,
clan relationships and marine travel shaped life long before American settlement.

The modern city developed in the late nineteenth century around fishing, canneries, mining supply and maritime commerce.
Creek Street became a commercial and red-light district during the early twentieth century. Timber later became a major industry,
and tourism expanded as cruise travel grew. Today's Ketchikan remains a working fishing and transportation community while
also serving as one of Alaska's busiest visitor ports.

Quick Facts
. Ketchikan is accessible only by air or water.
. The airport is on a different island from the city.
. The community receives substantial rainfall and is part of the Tongass National Forest.
. Downtown is narrow and built between steep hills and the water.

. Totem poles are cultural records and artistic works, not generic decorations.

Getting There and Getting Around

Ketchikan International Airport is on Gravina Island. Passengers take the airport ferry across Tongass Narrows to reach the road
system. The official borough schedule currently operates frequent daily ferry trips and charges passenger and vehicle fares. Allow
time for baggage, ferry loading and the drive to the hotel.

Downtown is highly walkable, though hills, stairs and wet surfaces can be challenging. The Borough's public bus system, taxis,
hotel shuttles and tours connect downtown with Saxman, Totem Bight, Ward Cove and other areas. Cruise passengers should
confirm whether their ship docks downtown or at Ward Cove because transportation differs.

Rental cars are useful for independent exploration but limited parking and cruise traffic can make downtown driving inconvenient.
For Misty Fjords, fishing and marine tours, operators normally provide specific meeting instructions. Rain and fog can alter
flightseeing schedules.

Weather and Seasonal Planning

Summer

Fall

The main cruise and visitor season brings the
broadest tour schedule, long daylight and heavy
downtown crowds. Rain gear is essential.

Winter

September and October are quieter, with changing
salmon activity and reduced seasonal operations.

Spring

A very local, rainy and occasionally snowy experience
with limited tourism services but strong community
arts and outdoor access.

Increasing daylight, cool temperatures and the return
of seasonal businesses. Trails may remain muddy
and wet.
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Suggested Three-Day ltinerary

Day 1 - Downtown and culture Day 2 - Totems and rainforest

Walk Creek Street before crowds peak, visit the Visit Saxman or Totem Bight with a knowledgeable
Totem Heritage Center and Tongass Historical guide, add Ward Lake or Rainbird Trail and finish with
Museum, eat local seafood and enjoy an evening dinner downtown.

venue after ships depart.

Day 3 - Water or air

Choose Misty Fjords, a fishing charter, kayaking or a
wildlife tour. Keep the schedule flexible for Southeast
Alaska weather.

Practical Technology, Photography and Local Etiquette

Photography is one of the pleasures of Alaska travel, but weather and light change quickly. Keep a lens cloth and waterproof
pouch handy, protect phones from rain and cold, and avoid blocking sidewalks, docks or trailheads while composing a picture.
Drones are restricted in many parks, cultural sites and transportation areas, so check local and federal rules before flying.

Cellular service is strongest in town and along major roads, then becomes less reliable around mountains, fjords and remote
highways. Download maps, confirmation numbers and meeting instructions before leaving the hotel. A portable battery is useful
because cold temperatures can reduce battery life, and long summer days encourage travelers to stay out longer than expected.

Grocery stores and pharmacies are practical stops for water, breakfast items, motion-sickness remedies, hand warmers,
sunscreen and forgotten layers. Prices may be higher than in the Lower 48, especially in Southeast Alaska. Buying only what the
group will use is better than overstocking for a short stay.

Local etiquette is straightforward: be patient with seasonal staff, respect private property, follow wildlife closures and understand
that many residents are balancing tourism with ordinary work and family life. Ask before photographing people or cultural
performances, and never assume a carving, regalia item or ceremony is merely decorative entertainment.

Travel documents deserve extra attention when an itinerary includes cruises, ferries, remote flights or Canada. Keep printed and
digital copies of reservations, carry government identification as required, and reconfirm baggage limits for small aircraft.
Travelers should also leave the day after a complex Alaska itinerary as flexible as possible, because a single weather delay can
affect several later connections. Keep emergency contact numbers outside the phone as well, and share the final itinerary with a
trusted person at home before every major travel day without exception.

Family, Accessibility and Safety Planning

Families should plan for weather changes, snack breaks and realistic walking. Alaska attractions often involve gravel, docks,
stairs, boats or uneven trails, so a stroller that works in a shopping mall may not be ideal. Ask hotels about cribs, connecting
rooms and blackout curtains before arrival.

Travelers with mobility concerns should contact attractions and tour operators directly. A description such as "easy walking" may
still include ramps, wet boardwalks, steep vehicle steps or standing on a boat. Accessible transportation can be limited in smaller
Alaska communities, making advance planning important.

Wildlife safety applies inside cities as well as in remote areas. Never approach moose, bears, eagles or marine mammals. Follow
local instructions, carry food securely and keep children close on trails and waterfronts.

Medication, chargers, eyeglasses and essential clothing should remain in carry-on luggage. Weather can delay baggage, small
aircraft and ferries. Travelers using medical equipment should confirm power, refrigeration and transport arrangements with each
hotel and carrier.

A slower pace often creates a better family trip. One major activity, one flexible meal and one short evening experience may be
more successful than a full day of timed reservations.
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World-Class Planning Advice

A successful Alaska city stay begins with realistic timing. Distances, weather, wildlife, road conditions, tender operations and
small-aircraft schedules can change the day. Build a primary plan and a simpler backup rather than stacking every hour with
reservations.

Hotels should be compared by total trip value, not only nightly price. Airport shuttles, breakfast, parking, location, kitchen facilities
and tour pickup can save more than a small room-rate difference. In peak summer, refundable reservations are valuable because
inventory becomes limited.

Alaska's daylight can disrupt sleep. Summer visitors should pack an eye mask, while winter travelers should plan outdoor time
during the limited daylight. Layers, waterproof outerwear and sturdy footwear are useful in every season.

Respectful travel includes learning whose homeland you are visiting, supporting locally owned businesses and purchasing
authentic art directly from artists or reputable galleries. Wildlife should be viewed from a safe distance, and food should never be
used to attract animals.

Restaurant hours can change seasonally, and popular places may close for private events or staffing limitations. Confirm
same-day hours, reserve when possible and keep one backup option in the same neighborhood.

Money-Saving Tips

Travel in Alaska is rarely inexpensive, but thoughtful planning prevents waste. Group attractions by neighborhood, use hotel
shuttles when practical and avoid renting a car on days dominated by organized tours.

Book high-demand experiences early, then watch cancellation terms. Flightseeing, rail, specialty lodging and wildlife tours often
rise in price or sell out. A refundable reservation protects flexibility better than waiting for a last-minute bargain that may never
appear.

Use grocery stores for breakfast, trail snacks and picnic supplies, but do not miss local restaurants entirely. One memorable
seafood, Indigenous-inspired or neighborhood meal often adds more to the trip than several generic meals.

Ask whether tours include transportation, equipment, admission, meals and gratuities. A lower advertised price can become more
expensive after separate transfers and rentals.

Travel protection may be especially valuable when an itinerary depends on cruises, remote flights, weather-sensitive tours or
expensive prepaid lodging. Review actual policy language rather than relying on a short marketing summary.

Why Book With KalviTravel

KalviTravel helps connect the pieces of an Alaska vacation: airfare, cruise schedules, rail, hotels, transfers, day tours, room
categories and travel protection. Alaska trips often involve multiple suppliers, and one poorly timed connection can create
unnecessary risk.

Scott provides a personal point of contact who understands the full itinerary. Recommendations are shaped around mobility,
interests, budget, ages, preferred pace and the amount of structure each traveler wants. The goal is not to book the most
expensive option; it is to choose the experience that fits.

For personalized planning, contact Scott Kalvinek at (508) 769-3808 or KalviTravel@outlook.com, and visit KalviTravel.com. Let's
Discover the World... Together.

Official Planning Sources

Visit Ketchikan official destination site
https:/iwww.visitktn.com/

Visit Ketchikan maps
https://www.visitktn.com/about-ketchikan/ketchikan-maps/

Ketchikan airport ferry
https://www.borough.ketchikan.ak.us/147/Airport-Ferry

City of Ketchikan tourism
https:/iwww.ketchikan.gov/departments/tourism/tourism
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