1 Corinthians 1:25-29 “For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s
wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength.
Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you
were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many
were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to
shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the
strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things —
and the things that are not — to nullify the things that are, so that no one
may boast before him.”

B. Younqg people.

1 Timothy 4:12 “Don'’t let anyone look down on you because you are
young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in
faith and in purity.”

“Who despises the day of small things?” — Not us!

Little is much when God is in it!!
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“Who despises the day of small things?”

Ezra 3:12 “But many of the older priests and Levites and family heads,
who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when they saw the
foundation of this temple being laid.”

Haggai 2:3 “Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory?
How does it look to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing?”

4 ‘small’ groups that God uses...

I. Small things

Exodus 4:1-5 Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or
listen to me and say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you’?” Then the Lord
said to him, “What is that in your hand?” “A staff,” he replied. The Lord
said, “Throw it on the ground.” Moses threw it on the ground and it
became a snake, and he ran from it. Then the Lord said to him, “Reach
out your hand and take it by the tail.” So Moses reached out and took
hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his hand. “This,” said
the Lord, “is so that they may believe that the Lord, the God of their
fathers — the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob —
has appeared to you.”

A. Moses’ staff
B. Shamgar’s oxgoad

Judges 21:25 “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he
saw fit.”

Judges 3:31 “After Ehud came Shamgar son of Anath, who struck down
six hundred Philistines with an oxgoad. He too saved Israel.”

C. David’s sling

1 Samuel 17:32-33 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on
account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.” Saul
replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him;
you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth.”



1 Samuel 17:40, 49-50 “Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five
smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s
bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine...Reaching
into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine
on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown
on the ground. So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a
stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and
killed him.”

Il. Small numbers

Judges 6:15 “But Lord,” Gideon asked, “how can | save Israel? My clan
is the weakest in Manasseh, and | am the least in my family.”

Judges 7:2-7 The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men for me
to deliver Midian into their hands. In order that Israel may not boast
against me that their own strength has saved her, announce now to
the people, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave
Mount Gilead.”” So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand
remained. But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still too many men.
Take them down to the water, and I will sift them for you there. If | say,
‘This one shall go with you,” he shall go; but if | say, ‘This one shall not
go with you,’” he shall not go.” So Gideon took the men down to the
water. There the Lord told him, “Separate those who lap the water with
their tongues like a dog from those who kneel down to drink.” Three
hundred men lapped with their hands to their mouth. All the rest got
down on their knees to drink. The Lord said to Gideon, “With the three
hundred men that lapped | will save you and give the Midianites into
your hands. Let all the other men go, each to his own place.”

A. Gideon’s 300 men defeat an army of 135,000.

1 Samuel 14:6 “Come, let’s go over to the outpost of those
uncircumcised fellows. Perhaps the Lord will act in our behalf.
Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving, whether by many or by few.”

1 Samuel 14:11-14 So both of them showed themselves to the
Philistine outpost. “Look!” said the Philistines. “The Hebrews are
crawling out of the holes they were hiding in.” The men of the outpost
shouted to Jonathan and his armor-bearer, “Come up to us and we’ll
teach you a lesson.” So Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, “Climb up
after me; the Lord has given them into the hand of Israel.” Jonathan
climbed up, using his hands and feet, with his armor-bearer right behind
him. The Philistines fell before Jonathan, and his armor-bearer followed
and killed behind him. In that first attack Jonathan and his armor-bearer
killed some twenty men in an area of about half an acre.”

B. Jonathan: 2 godly men defeat 20 ungodly men.

lll. Small gifts

Mark 12:41-44 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings
were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple
treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow
came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a
penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, this
poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all
gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything —
all she had to live on.”

A. The widow’s coins.

John 6:1-13 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far side of the
Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), and a great crowd of people
followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed
on the sick. Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with
his disciples. The Jewish Passover Feast was near. When Jesus looked
up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where
shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” He asked this only to

test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. Philip
answered him, “Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for
each one to have a bite!” Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves
and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” Jesus
said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that
place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. Jesus then
took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated
as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. When they had
all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that
are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” So they gathered them and filled
twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by
those who had eaten.

B. The boy with the 5 loaves and 2 small fish.

IV. Small people
Acts 4:13 “‘When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized

that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and
they took note that these men had been with Jesus.”

A. The 12 disciples.




