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Solomon had:

|. Divine Favors. (1 Kings 3:5-10)

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream,
and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” Solomon
answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father
David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart.
You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a
son to sit on his throne this very day. Now, O Lord my God, you have
made your servant king in place of my father David. But | am only a little
child and do not know how to carry out my duties. Your servant is here
among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to
count or number. So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your
people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to
govern this great people of yours?” The Lord was pleased that Solomon
had asked for this.

Luke 12:47-48, “That servant who knows his master’s will and does not
get ready or does not do what his master wants will be beaten with
many blows. But the one who does not know and does things deserving
punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been
given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been
entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”

Q. What divine favors have you been given?

Ephesians 1:3, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual
blessing in Christ.”

2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”

Il. Divided Loyalties. (1 Kings 11:1-8)



King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s
daughter — Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites.
They were from nations about which the Lord had told the Israelites,
“You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your
hearts after their gods.” Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in
love. He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred
concubines, and his wives led him astray. As Solomon grew old, his
wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully
devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been.
He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech the
detestable god of the Ammonites. So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the
Lord; he did not follow the Lord completely, as David his father had
done. On a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place for
Chemosh the detestable god of Moab, and for Molech the detestable
god of the Ammonites. He did the same for all his foreign wives, who
burned incense and offered sacrifices to their gods.

1 Kings 3:1-4, “Solomon made an alliance with Pharoah king of Egypt
and married his daughter. He brought her to the City of David until he
finished building his palace and the temple of the Lord, and the wall
around Jerusalem. The people, however, were still sacrificing at the high
places, because a temple had not yet been built for the Name of the
Lord. Solomon showed his love for the Lord by walking according to the
statues of his father David, except that he offered sacrifices and burned
incense on the high places. The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices,
for that was the most important high place, and Solomon offered a
thousand burnt offerings on that altar.”

A. The Mistake of Unholy Alliances.

2 Corinthians 6:14-15, “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.
For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or
what fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony is there
between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with
an unbeliever?

B. The Mistake of Allowing Dark Corners to
Remain.

1 Kings 11:4, “His heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God.”

lll. Disastrous Consequences. (1 Kings 11:9-13)

The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned
away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice.
Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did
not keep the Lord’s command. So the Lord said to Solomon, “Since this

is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees,
which | commanded you, | will most certainly tear the kingdom away
from you and give it to one of your subordinates. Nevertheless, for the
sake of David your father, | will not do it during your lifetime. | will tear it
out of the hand of your son. Yet | will not tear the whole kingdom from
him, but will give him one tribe for the sake of David my servant and for
the sake of Jerusalem, which | have chosen.”

2 Timothy 4:10, “For Demas, because he loved this world, has
deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica.”

1 John 2:15-17, “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For
everything in the world — the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes
and the boasting of what he has done — comes not from the Father but
from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who
does the will of God lives forever.”

Questions to Consider...

Q. What is the real condition of your heart today?

Mark 12:30, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.”

Q. Do you have any unholy alliances/dark corners?

Psalm 139:23-24, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me
and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.”

Q. How can we finish well and not badly?

Philippians 4:8, “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is love-
ly, whatever is admirable — if anything is excellent or praiseworthy —
think about such things.”



