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Making History: Virginia Set to
Elect First Female Governor

Tylerson Tweardy
A&E Editor
Graphics Editor

For the first time in Virginia’s
history, voters are guaranteed to
elect a female governor. The 2025
race is between two candidates:
Democratic Congresswoman Abi-
gail Spanberger and Republican
Lieutenant Governor Winsome
Earle-Sears. While they represent
different political parties and vi-
sions for the Commonwealth’s fu-
ture, their candidacies mark a his-
toric milestone in Virginia politics.

Abigail Spanberger, who has
represented Virginia’s 7th District
in Congress since 2019, built her
reputation as a centrist Demo-
crat focused on bipartisan coop-
eration. A former CIA officer and
federal law enforcement officer,
Spanberger has emphasized prag-
matic solutions over partisanship.
She has been outspoken on issues
like education, affordable health-
care, and protecting reproduc-
tive rights. In a recent speech in
Woodbridge, Virginia, she said,
“[I] want Virginia to be a place
where every child, no matter their
ZIP code, gets a great educa-
tion and a real shot at success.”

Winsome Earle-Sears, cur-
rently serving as Virginia’s lieu-
tenant governor, has also made
history throughout her career.
She was the first Black Repub-
lican woman elected to the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates and the
first woman of color elected to
statewide office in the Common-
wealth. A Marine Corps veteran,
Earle-Sears has been a strong ad-
vocate for conservative values,

—

with priorities including paren-
tal rights in education, tax cuts,
and expanding school choice. In
her announcement for running,
she said, “[We] need a leader
who doesn’t run from our val-
ues, but stands firmly in them.”

Both candidates have put edu-
cation at the center of their cam-
paigns, though they offer con-
trasting visions. Spanberger has
prioritized raising teacher pay,
increasing funding for public
schools, and ensuring that schools
are equipped with modern tech-
nology and resources. She has
criticized attempts to ban books
or restrict curricula, arguing that
students should have the freedom
to explore challenging topics and
perspectives. Earle-Sears has fo-
cused on strengthening parental
involvement in schools. She has
been a vocal supporter of expand-
ing charter schools and provid-
ing more school choice options,
framing her approach as a way
to give families greater control
over their children’s education.

The teacher shortage across
Virginia has also drawn attention
from both sides. Spanberger has
proposed increasing state fund-
ing to retain experienced educa-
tors, while Earle-Sears has sug-
gested reducing administrative
burdens and allowing more flex-
ibility in teacher licensing to bring
more teachers into classrooms.

Public safety has become an-
other dividing line. Spanberger has
supported a balanced approach,
investing in law enforcement
while also funding community-
based solutions and mental health
services. She’s emphasized the

need to ensure students feel safe
in schools without feeling “over-
policed.” Earle-Sears has taken
a tougher stance, calling for ad-
ditional funding for police de-
partments and stricter penalties
for crime. She often ties public
safety to economic stability, argu-
ing that safer communities will
encourage more business growth.

Additionally, mental health re-
sources have emerged as a pri-
ority for both candidates, though
they frame the issue differently.
Spanberger has called for greater
investment in school counselors
and statewide support systems,
while Earle-Sears has empha-
sized partnerships with church-
es and local nonprofits to pro-

vide accessible community care.

Economic development has
also been a central theme of the
campaign. Spanberger’s plat-
form includes investments in ru-
ral broadband, renewable energy
jobs, and infrastructure projects
that she argues will modernize
Virginia’s economy. She often
presents herself as someone who
can bridge the needs of both rural
and suburban communities. Earle-
Sears has adopted a different plan,
focusing on tax relief, deregula-
tion, and workforce training. She
has argued that reducing the cost
of doing business in Virginia will
help small businesses thrive and
provide more opportunities for
working families. She has also

highlighted her support for voca-
tional training programs that she
believes will better prepare young
Virginians for high-demand jobs.

With both Spanberger and Ear-
le-Sears on the ballot, Virginia vot-
ers are presented with two historic
choices. Spanberger frames her
campaign around expanding op-
portunity and protecting rights,
while Earle-Sears highlights her
personal story of breaking barri-
ers and overcoming challenges.
Both women are seeking to in-
spire young voters who may be
casting their ballots for the first
time, and both campaigns are
expected to shape the next gen-
eration of leadership in Virginia.

Virgim'a Governor Candidates .

Kaylee Bendheim
Staff Writer

In the span of a couple of days
in August 2025, students at the
University of South Carolina and
Villanova University were alert-
ed to reports of an active shooter
on campus. Both incidents led to
lockdowns and students going
into hiding. The police investi-
gated both campuses, finding no
evidence of an active shooter
and eventually clearing the issue.

University officials, including
President Rev. Peter M. Dono-
hue of Villanova University, told
ABC6 Philadelphia that the inci-
dent was a “cruel hoax” and wrote
in a student letter, ““There was no
active shooter, no injuries, and no
evidence of firearms on campus.”

This is not the first occur-
rence for both schools. In 2023,
a University of South Carolina
student was shot and killed by a
homeowner after the student mis-
takenly tried entering the wrong
house off campus while intoxi-

People gathering outside University St.Mary’s hall for shelter after given clear by Police.

cated. Villanova has had a simi-
lar school safety issue previously;
threats that were falsely report-
ed prompted a SWAT response.

School shootings have been
on the rise and have increased
post-pandemic. “There were
more school shootings in 2022--
46-- than in any year since Col-
umbine,” said an article by The
Washington Post. The article also
said, “This mirrored America’s
broader rise in gun violence as
it emerged from the pandemic.”

These school shooting incidents
have added to the nationwide pan-
ic that students and families have,
even reaching students at Freeman.
“I saw something recently about a
shooting at a private school close
by. I think it’s definitely a large is-
sue going on,” said Layla Ballance,
a senior at Freeman High School.

Layla can relate to the worries of
school violence as the college ap-
plication season approaches. Wil-
liam and Mary, the University of
South Carolina, and Virginia Tech
are Layla’s top choices for col-

lege. She is aware that the schools
she’s looking at have past reports
of school shootings, “I know
Virginia Tech had a large school
shooting, but that doesn’t make
me feel like it would be unsafe
for me to attend there,” she said.

School shooting records at a
school don’t affect her, as she said,
“I don’t think it ever affected me
personally, but if I were to send my
kids to higher education, it would
be something I look out for.”

Layla has experienced school
violence herself when she was
attending Open High School.
“My freshman year, we had to
go into lockdown because there
was a group of people with guns
walking in the area. [I’ve] never
had anything that was inside the
school,” she said. That experience
hasn’t impacted her perspective
on safety at Freeman. “School
shootings are something that
we should try to get a handle on
in the next couple of years, be-
cause it’s not getting any better.”

Junior Jacob Katz from Free-

The Shootings at Villanova
University and Univers

T
man High School also wor-
ries about the danger of school
shootings. “Anything involving
school violence should be taken
seriously. It’s a threat to not only
the people involved but every-
body else at the school,” he said.

School shootings can deterio-
rate a school’s reputation. “When-
ever something [like that] is go-
ing on, it detracts from the school,
it detracts from the school’s
reputation, and it detracts from
the school’s safety,” said Jacob.

Jacob is considering the Uni-
versity of Virginia (UVA) for col-
lege, and is aware of UVA having
past reports of a school shooting,
but that won’t affect his final deci-
sion. “[It’s] definitely something
I keep in mind when I’'m think-
ing about a school,” he said. “As
a general proposition, after that

) i {
he Villanova University Campus.

ity of SC

kind of thing happens, overall se-
curity is beefed up a lot,” he said.
Although he may be anxious
about safety in his future college
life on a campus, Jacob feels pretty
confident here at Freeman. “School
violence hasn’t affected me tre-
mendously, but for the most part, I
don’t really get involved,” he said.
In the last 10 or 20 years, there
has been an uptick in the number
of school shootings that have oc-
curred. “If that trend continues,
then future generations might
have some issues with that, and it
will be increasingly more preva-
lent than it is now,” said Jacob.
These recent shooting in-

cidents across the country are a re-
minder of the impact of school vio-
lence. What may be a safe campus
sometimes is transformed into one
where students are living in fear.

THE

OMMENTATOR

online

Visit

dsfcommentator.com
to check out the
latest online articles!

@DSF_Commentator
for news and
updates!

Follow
(|| P=)

©




NEWS

Tue
(C OMMENTATOR

Richmond Folk Festlval Returns for Its 21st Year

Caitlyn Kennedy
Staff Writer

Down in the city of Rich-
mond, right beside the James, is
home to a traditional and popu-
lous event, the Richmond Folk
Festival. In just over a month,
Brown’s Island will welcome
its 21st annual celebration.
The Richmond Folk Festival is
a spin-off of the National Folk
Festival, which aims to achieve
its goals of bringing the com-
munity together through inclu-
sivity. Spanning from October
10th to 12th, 2025, this three-
day festival welcomes anyone
who wants to celebrate their
roots and others’ roots through
music, food, dance, and crafts.
This event partners with mul-
tiple other groups. The first one
is Richmond Venture, which is
a governmental booster agency
engaged with downtown Rich-
mond. The second group is the
National Counter for Tradition-
al Arts (NCTA), a multicultural
arts presenting organization.
Joining right before its second year
of running, Todd Ranson, a mem-
ber of the programming commit-
tee, has worked on the board of
the Richmond Folk Festival for 20
years. His job includes working
with the rest of the committee to
choose the bands. “[It’s] 25 dif-
ferent people from all walks of
life around Richmond, [of] dif-
ferent races and different back-
grounds,” said Mr. Ranson. “It’s
a multicultural committee.”
The programming committee starts
meeting as early as December, and

it takes them four meetings to get
the bands booked. “[We will] lis-
ten to three or four songs, watch
a couple videos of the bands,
and then vote,” said Mr. Ranson.
Some of Freeman’s faculty thinks
that the folk festival does an out-
standing job of including a variety
of music. “The music comes from
all around the world, [and] seeing
different types of Indian dance,
seeing musicians from the Pacific
Islands [is my favorite part],” said
Ms. Hunnicutt, an English teacher
at Freeman who has been visit-
ing the Richmond Folk Festival
for the past couple of years. “[I]
would never have been exposed to
[those types of music],” she said.
The festival also adheres to peo-
ple’s schedules. Each band per-
forms more than once, so if a time
doesn’t work to see a band play,
there will be another opportunity.
“Most, if not all, the bands play
multiple sets,” said Mr. Ran-
son. “Every band plays at least
two sets, and many play three or
four.” This allows those who go
to make time for everything the
festival has to offer. “[You] can
pinpoint what you want to see and
show up,” said Ms. Hunnicutt.

River Bates, a junior at Free-
man, has attended the Richmond
Folk Festival with his family in
previous years. He believes the
festival is a great opportunity
to be introduced to the heritage
of other people. “[You] can eat
food, listen to music, and really
just understand the traditions and
other aspects of different cultures
here in Richmond,” said River.
Although his experience went
mostly as expected, River
was also surprised by the festi-

val. “[I] wasn’t expecting such
a dlverse and musically in-
clined atmosphere,” he said.
Richmond’s Folk Festival is en-
joyable because of its pleasant
atmosphere which draws people
in. “The atmosphere is laid back,
welcoming, and entertaining,”
said Ms. Hunnicutt. The event
shows the importance of bring-
ing the community together.
The Richmond Folk Festival is
a chance for people to step out
of their comfort zone and expand
their horizons. “[It] was a great op-
portunity to try new things,” said
River. With its 30 performers and
six stages, fans can come to enjoy
a variety of performers’ music.
“I'You] can really listen to differ-
ent types of music,” said River.
The festival also includes 28 dif-
ferent food vendors. Plates can
be filled with a variety of foods,

whether it’s barbecue, fish,
empanadas, ice cream, pies,
or more. River said, “I loved

all the different foods I ate; [I]
thought that was the best part.”
Ms. Hunnicutt was also drawn in
by all the different food options
available. “There’s always good
food,” said Ms. Hunnicutt. Each
tent is set up with foods from di-
verse cultures, including Carib-
bean, Greek, Mexican, and more.
In addition to the dining options,
visitors can also spend their time
shopping through the markets,
purchasing different handmade
creations, such as jewelry, art-
work, or other unique trinkets.
Ms. Hunnicut thinks the Rich-
mond Folk Festival is a great event
for us to have nearby. “I think it’s
fantastic that Richmond hosts
something [like this],” she said.

Richmond Folk Festival 2016 Poster

“It brings different cultures right
to our backyard and allows people
to have a greater sense of apprecia-
tion for [various] things,” she said.
Those who are interested can
also volunteer as a bucket bri-
gade. During the festival, bucket
brigades walk around collect-
ing donations for the event. A
few Freeman students also vol-
unteer. “[[’m] always pleasantly
surprised when I see my stu-
dents there,” said Ms. Hunnicutt.
Having volunteers is a vital piece
to allow the festival to continue
running each year. The Richmond
Folk Festival is free of cost, so
donations help support the event.
“[We] have corporate sponsors,

but we also try to collect as much
money as we can from festival-
goers,” said Mr. Ranson. Even if
someone is to volunteer, they can
still enjoy and experience the fes-
tival. “[It’s] really fun, because
you don’t really have to work.
You just walk around and ask
people for donations,” he said.

The Richmond Folk Festival is
open to everyone and showcases
diverse groups, so people can be
exposed to different cultures and
music that they may not normally
see. “It’s the premier cultural event
in Richmond every year,” said Mr.
Ranson. Invite a friend or fam-
ily member and stop by anytime
from October 10th to 12th, 2025.

Future of Freedom:
Free Speech on Trial

Emerson Post
Copy/Sports Editor

Washington — In a political cli-
mate already defined by deep-seat-
ed division, a new battle is coming
to part—one that puts free speech
against the power of the press and
political influence. The indefinite
suspension of late-night host Jim-
my Kimmel’s show by ABC fol-
lowing his comments regarding
the assasination of activist Charlie
Kirk has started a firestorm, throw-
ing free speech, censorship, and
the role of major media networks
under a powerful new microscope.
The controversy began when Kim-
mel, during a monologue, made
comments that some interpreted
as celebrating the death of Kirk.
The backlash was immediate, and
there was a lot of it. Conservative
commenters and activists accused
Kimmel of stating hate speech and
contributing to a toxic political en-
vironment. Within days, ABC an-
nounced the indefinite suspension
of Kimmel’s show, a move that
only stirred the debate even more.
The fallout has been quick and se-
vere, extending beyond the world
of late-night television. Federal
Communications Commission
(FCC) Chairman Nathan Siming-
ton hinted at potential regulatory
action against broadcasters that
give biased coverage to politi-
cal candidates, which brought up
some concerns that this incident
could be used as an example to
stifle dissent. This has led to ac-
cusations of censorship from crit-
ics on both sides of the argument.
The ACLUE and other civil rights
organizations have expressed
alarm, warning that government
officials are using the incident
to scare and control the media.
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“Maga cancel culture has now
become government cancel cul-
ture,” remarked one commentator.
Yet, while some see this as an
unprecedented attack on the First
Amendment, others argue that cor-
porations, like ABC, have the right
to protect their image and brand.
Their decision, they argue, is a
reflection of the network’s internal
values and market pressures, not a
government directive. The situa-
tion is even more complicated by
the influence of powerful figures.
For example, one network owner,
a major Trump supporter, is ru-
mored to have significant influence
over the direction of the news, rais-
ing questions about impartiality.
The Kimmel controversy is not
an incident that is alone. In re-
cent months, tech companies like
TikTok have come under fire for
their role in spreading disinforma-
tion and hate speech. With Presi-
dent Trump and President Xi Jin-
ping of China reportedly nearing
a deal that would allow Trump
to have greater influence over
the platform, free speech advo-
cates fear that the government’s
ability to control the narrative
could be expanded even further.
This political control over
media and technology, com-
bined with the ongoing cul-
ture wars, creates a very un-
certain future for free speech.

Corporations, governments,
and activists all eager for control
of the public square. The debate
over the Kimmel incident is a clear
reminder of the broken state of
free speech and the growing risk
of censorship in an era of height-
ened political tension. As one
legal expert noted, “The stakes
have never been higher. What hap-
pens next will define the future
of free speech for a generation”.

-
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Jimmy Kimmel, host of “Jimmy Kimmel Live”

No Evidence Behind Viral Virginia
Kidnapping Claims

Annie Ainsworth
Staff Writer

In recent weeks, viral Tik-
Tok claims of mass kidnappings
in Virginia have been debunked
by the Virginia State Police, who
have found no evidence to support
them. The theory of a mass abduc-
tion, or possible kidnapping ring,
has spread on the social media
app. These claims have been fer-
vently denied by law enforcement
statements. On TikTok, countless
videos of people warning others
about these false mass abductions
have garnered millions of views,
said WTKR3 News, a local sta-
tion here in Virginia. State offi-
cials said, “Virginia state police
is not investigating any reports
of mass abductions in Virginia,
nor is there evidence of mass ab-
ductions occurring in Virginia.”

On a local level, Freeman’s
School resource officer, Officer
Medina, a police officer of 20
years with experience in the Spe-
cial Victims Unit, agrees with
State Officials debunking rumors
about mass abductions. When
asked if there was any truth be-
hind the viral gossip, he said,
“No, from what [I’ve] learned
and witnessed... [I] don’t think
there’s an abduction ring here.”
With millions of views on mul-
tiple online videos, a rumor deal-
ing with harm to missing children
spreads rapidly, dispensing fear
and anxiety amongst the people.

Social media apps, including
TikTok, are entertainment-based,
and creators on such platforms
earn money through content views
or interactions. This can lead to un-
supported claims being advertised
to generate views, which could be
potentially dangerous.“[There’s]
no research behind it. You’re [cre-
ators] just saying something to
get the likes or followers. Some
people are susceptible, and it
scares them, [which] causes is-
sues for law enforcement,” said
Officer Medina. “[ I learned
that] if it bleeds, it reads. People
want to see that shock factor.”
Virginia’s reporting system of
kidnappings also plays a part in
the widespread idea that there is
an ongoing mass abduction. As a
commonwealth, Virginia reports
more missing children on average
compared to other states, leading
to upwards of thousands reported
missing a year. Virginia State po-

lice said, “[they] forward EVERY
missing child case to the National
Center for Missing and Exploited
Kids (NCMEC). According to NC-
MEC, Virginia is the most pro-
active in sending cases to their
website.” This is the reason behind
the high weekly numbers of miss-
ing children, which were used as
evidence in social media claims.
Virginia does this in order to cen-
tralize missing children’s cases for
easier access for all departments.
A concern in many social media
videos was also the lack of Amer-
ica’s Missing: Broadcast Emer-
gency Response (AMBER) alerts;
however, specific requirements
must be met, and don’t apply to
runaways, many of which make
up the total number of missing
children, according to the Virginia
State Police’s statement. Virginia
State Police lists five specific cri-
teria for the activation of the AM-
BER Alert plan, all of which must
be met for an alert to be broad-
cast, which is uncommon in VA.
The first criterion is that the child
must be 17 years of age or under
and actively enrolled in a second-
ary school in the state. The sec-
ond and third criteria refer to the
police’s actions and beliefs. The
police must believe the child is in
danger of serious harm or death,
and have investigated and con-
firmed an abduction to have taken
place, or have ruled out other ex-
planations. The condition is that
sufficient information is available
to spread to the public that could
assist in locating the child or sus-
pect. Finally, the last requirement is
that the child must be entered into
the Virginia Criminal Information
Network (VCIN) and the National
Crime Information Center (NCIC)
missing person files quickly.
With strict guidelines to activate
an AMBER alert, only two have
been issued since Jan. 2025, in
which 3,274 children have been
reported missing. Not fully read-
ing into the public data can lead
to rumors beginning to spread,
which compounds into wide-
spread fear online. “It’s just

normal people misinterpreting

good data,” said Officer Medina.
Another type of alert for missing
children, called the Critical Op-
eration for a Disappeared Child
Initiative (CODI), can be issued
when a child goes missing. Its
four criteria include: the missing
person being 17 years or young-
er and enrolled in school, their
whereabouts being unknown, the
child disappearing under suspi-
cious circumstances or posing a
threat as determined by law en-
forcement, and, based on other cir-
cumstances, that the Virginia State
Police deem appropriate. This alert
acts similarly to AMBER alerts,
since their purpose is to help lo-
cate the child. At the time of the
State Police’s statement, there
had been 25 CODI Alerts issued.
Furthermore, most of the children
reported missing are eventually
found and labeled as such in the
appropriate systems and files, like
in the VCIN and NCIC. By the
time the State Police’s statement
was put out, exactly 3,274 children
were reported missing, and only
141 remained missing. with cor-
rect information is something that
remains vital to keeping the public
safe and unafraid. According to
the Virginia State Police, keeping
children informed of simple safety
tips is a good preventative mea-
sure to keep them out of harm’s
way. These practices include hav-
ing them practice calling 911, and
ensuring they know not to accept
rides from strangers or to trust
adults in certain situations. They
also said children should never be
left alone in the car, even briefly,
and that children know not to keep
secrets from their parents that other
adults might instruct them to keep.

In the end, it is important to
do research yourself to avoid be-
ing led down a false path. “[You]
need to dive deeper,” said Offi-
cer Medina. He also said that the
fear of being kidnapped, especially
amongst teens, isn’t as necessary
as viral videos would lead you to
believe. “The percentage [of kid-
nappings] is really tiny. We live
in a pretty safe area and we’ve
got a great Police Department.”
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Fall Fun:

Ava Harrrison
A&E Editor
Graphics Editor

Fall is finally here, and that
means school is back in full
swing. While managing your
school work, don’t forget to have
a little fun. September through
December are great times to do
numerous activities. From fall
festivities to Halloween and
Thanksgiving, there are many
things you can choose from.

When I think of fall, I think of
colorful leaves, a chilly breeze,
and pumpkins (lots and lots of
pumpkins.) Pumpkin-flavored
food, pumpkin-flavored drinks,
and pumpkin picking. The best
place to go pumpkin picking is
Ashland Berry Farm. While
you are there, you can also take
a hayride, conquer a corn maze,
or visit Terror on the Farm, a
thrilling haunted experience.

Another great place to get
pumpkins is Chiles Peach Or-
chard. In addition, they have
apple picking and a variety of
fall-flavored foods and drinks to
choose from. I visit the orchard
every year with my family, and
[ always get their apple butter,
apple cider slushie, and apple
cider donuts. Carter Mountain
is another place people visit for
fall activities, but it tends to get
very busy, so I usually avoid it.

If you don’t want to go to a
pumpkin patch, you can simply

pick a pumpkin from Strange’s
Florists, Greenhouses, and Garden
Centers. They have a diverse se-
lection of pumpkins and squashes.
I have never been disappointed
when looking for a pumpkin there.

Now, the question is: What to
do with these pumpkins? There are
so many different things pump-
kins are good for. For example,
you can make pumpkin pies out
of the guts and roast the pump-
kin seeds. You can also paint the
pumpkins with acrylic paints or
carve them. What you paint or
carve does not matter, but [ usually
create scary faces and creatures
that remind me of Halloween.

Fall is a great time to have fun
with different scary activities in
honor of Halloween. If you want
to go somewhere for a good scare,
I recommend visiting Howl-O-
Scream at Busch Gardens, Hal-
loween Haunt at Kings Dominion,
or Scream Forest. Of these op-
tions, Scream Forest is my all-
time favorite. I am not extremely
into scary things, but Scream
Forest was entertaining and 1
had a good time walking through
the woods with my friends.

Ghost tours are also an excit-
ing thing to do if you want a his-
torical scare. I have not gone on
any ghost tours around Richmond,
but I have taken one in Savan-
nah, Georgia. During the ghost
tour, I was intrigued by the sto-
ries that were being told. The his-
tory around the town was both
eerie and entertaining. There are
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Places To Visit

many places to go on ghost tours
in Richmond, but the most pop-
ular are likely Haunts of Rich-
mond and Richmond Ghost Tours.

Another place to find histori-
cal eeriness is the Poe Museum in
Richmond. Every time I think of
Edger Allen Poe, I think of fall.
His history is chilling, and the at-
mosphere of the museum reflects
that. You also get to meet the black
cats that usually wander around
the garden. Whether you believe
they are bad luck or not, you can-
not deny that they are one of the
best things at the Poe Museum.

If you are more of a stay-at-
home person, but you still want
a good scare, you can always
watch a horror movie or two. |
recommend the “Scream” mov-
ies, the “Halloween” movies, and
anything by Tim Burton. To me,
these movies are the best to watch
around Halloween time. I also
recommend “The Babadook™ as
a horror movie to watch at any
time during the year. Horror mov-
ies that I absolutely do not rec-
ommend are the “Terrifier” mov-
ies. They are so excessively gory
that I could barely enjoy the plot.
Maybe that was the whole point,
but it was definitely not my style.

Say you want to watch more
comforting Halloween movies: If
so, I suggest watching the original
“Hocus Pocus,” “Coraline,” and
“The Addams Family.” I have been
watching these movies for a long
time, and they always get me into
the spirit of Halloween and fall.

Camping is another wonderful
thing to do in the fall. I recom-
mend camping in the mountains.
It’s always so relaxing and beauti-
ful once the leaves start to change
color. The best places for camping
are Shenandoah River State Park,

4 o

Pocahontas State Park, and She-
rando Lake State Park. When I am
at Pocahontas State Park, I love to
go mountain biking. They have a
variety of trails, from beginner,
to intermediate, to difficult. I also
go to Sherando Lake State Park
every year in October with my
family. We fish, hike, and make
only fall-themed goods, like cin-
namon buns and caramel apples.
Another relaxing activity I do
while I’m there is reading a book
in my hammock. The weather and
the atmosphere in the park make
for a very peaceful reading spot.

Although we do lots of activi-

Shenandoah National Park in tr;e fall.
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ties during the day, my favorite
part of camping is relaxing by the
bonfire. We roast marshmallows,
make s’mores, and tell each other
scary stories. Sometimes we just
talk about what is going on in our
lives, too. Bonfires are a great way
to become closer with people.

My main point is that the fall
season is filled with many fun and
spooky activities, ultimately mak-
ing it the best season. You can trav-
el, stay local, or even stay at home.
What you do during the fall is com-
pletely up to you, but I definitely
recommend trying out some of
these ideas. You will not regret it!

S0 We

Vrusha Pramod
Online Editor-in-Chief
Centerspread Editor

“Oh, I wish I were an Oscar
Mayer Wiener, That is what I"d
truly like to be-ee-ee. ‘Cause if |
were an Oscar Mayer Wiener, Ev-
eryone would be in love with me.”

This jingle has been stirred into
American culture ever since its
release in the 1960s, and in Rich-
mond, it “literally” has a spe-
cial way of rolling back into our
lives every year with the one and
only Oscar Mayer Wienermobile.

Originally hitting the road in
1936, the Wienermobile did not
start as an advertisement for hot
dogs. What many people may
not know is that it was actually
created to “bring joy to people”
during the Great Depression.

Spending time at big events in
the RVA area, like the Ukrop’s
Monument Avenue 10k, Lew-
is Ginter Botanical Garden, or
even a Richmond Flying Squir-
rels Game, has presented me with
the opportunity to see it with my
own eyes. A massive hot dog on
wheels cruising around down-
town like it owns the place. And
honestly, in terms of grabbing
attention, it pretty much does.

Personally, whenever I see the
Wienermobile around RVA, I find
myself delighted. This vehicle

‘Meat’

brings outlandish amusement to
our state, but also represents how
something so unusual can become
loved by thousands across the
country. Some may see it as just
a publicity stunt, but it is 2 his-
torical American institution that
has continued to thrive in an era
where such things are underap-
preciated or go completely unno-
ticed. There’s something strangely
charming about a gigantic hot dog
truck that shows up at races, pa-
rades, and town fairs. It doesn’t
just ask for your money like the
typical food trucks found dur-
ing such events, but rather al-
lows anybody to take a selfie,
tour the inside, and, of course,
advertise Oscar Mayer products.
Spotting the Wienermobile to-
day is like running into a celeb-
rity. Six Wienermobiles are active
today throughout the U.S., and
they give out Wiener Whistles—a
tiny plastic trinket that has been
handed out since the 1950s—if
they are spotted on the road. Even
though I have seen my fair share
around RVA, I have yet to see one
in its natural habitat: The road.
Finding the Wienermobile is

not an impossible feat either. I’ve
logged into the Oscar Mayer on-
line tracker in the past, and it’s
fun to scroll through both their
present and planned stops since
I never really know where they
will turn up. Sometimes it’s an

Again
event, sometimes it’s a wedding
or birthday party, and sometimes
it’s even a grocery store park-
ing lot. I guess they have to re-
stock their ingredients somehow!
[ also think it’s fascinating how
the Wienermobile keeps pop-
ping up in mainstream media
over the years. I’ve seen it rec-
reated as an animation on TV
shows like “The Simpsons,” and
actual news coverage, like when
a real Weinermobile crashed into
a Wisconsin home in 2009. “Gi-
ant Hot Dog Crashes into Family
Home” is the kind of headline that
catches my attention. Even when
catastrophe strikes, the Wiener-
mobile won’t stop being funny.
Recently, Oscar Mayer tried to
permanently rename it the “Frank-
mobile” in 2023. I feel content
to know that it never happened.
Personally speaking, I despised
that attempt at renaming, and
so did many others, as the name
Weinermobile was brought
back due to public demand.
I believe that honoring the Wie-
nermobile’s legacy doesn’t just
mean putting it in a museum. It
means keeping it on the road for
future generations to let it sur-
prise them the same way it did
with ours. For nearly a century,
the Weinermobile has played a
part in American culture. Hold-
ing onto that tradition is nostal-
gic, and brings people together.
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The Rise of Labubus

Nikki Rajan
Editor-in-Chief

By now, I’m sure that everyone
has seen a rise in the popularity
of a new collectible item called
the Labubu. From celebrities to
teenagers, everybody wants one.

Modeled after Hong Kong artist
Kasing Lung’s drawings, Labu-
bus are a popular collectible plush
toy that can best be described as
creepy yet oddly appealing. Just as
we used to collect Shopkins, desk
pets, or Beanie Boos when we were
little, the Labubus have become a
popular collectible series, consist-
ing of hundreds of different ver-
sions, colors, styles, and patterns.

Although Labubus originated
as a drawing, they soon became
popular when a few celebrities
showcased their Labubus on-
line. They were completely un-
known until just this past year,
and that’s when I first found out
about Labubus through Lizzo’s
song “Whim Whamiee,” which
became extremely popular in May.
The famous line “she can’t even
outdress my Labubu” became a

recurring meme everywhere as
people were posting about it on
social media and buying their own
plush toys to prove her point. I
honestly found this extremely
funny, and many people watching
online also enjoy seeing people’s
obsessions with these plushies.

Though its features in pop cul-
ture references helped with its
popularity, I think that Labubu re-
ally gained traction because of its
“blind box” model. Since each box
hides the identity of the Labubu
inside, buying a Labubu and open-
ing it is meant to be an exciting
activity in itself. As I’ve seen on
social media, once people buy
one, they get trapped in a cycle of
searching for other unique models.
I think this marketing design is
extremely smart because it suc-
cessfully gets customers more in-
trigued with each new Labubu.

The Labubu strikes me as inter-
esting because it really isn’t that
cute. They have weirdly shaped
teeth and eyes that honestly make
me feel a little confused about
why the artist chose to draw some-
thing like this. However, Look-
ing at current pop culture trends,

there has been a rise in self-ex-
pression and embracing offbeat
and imperfect styles, too. This is
really interesting because it shows
how Labubus have become a
way to embrace individuality and
add to someone’s fashion sense.

Recently, other celebrities have
tried showing off their Labubus in
some creative ways. As a tennis
fan, seeing Naomi Osaka, a four-
time grand slam winner, carrying
around Labubus to each match
was fun at first. She would coor-
dinate outfits and color schemes
with her Labubu for every match.
I thought this was a cute and ex-
citing way to bring a lighthearted
aspect to stressful game days,
but sometimes I feel that she is
doing this for another reason.
Labubus, like any other collectible,
have raised their own worldwide
community. By connecting people
and becoming a common symbol,
Labubus have trapped people in
their scheme. I definitely think that
not just Osaka, but the majority
of the people chasing after these
expensive toys are doing so to gain
recognition and feel more involved
in another community of people,
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which isn’t necessarily bad either.
Following suit, some of my
other favorite celebrities, includ-
ing Rihanna and Kim Kardashi-
an, have posted rare Labubus as
fashion trends, generating unnec-
essary excitement and starting a
new craze. Now, people like to
hook Labubus to their designer
bags, jeans, or as accessories to
“elevate” their outfits. Person-
ally, this is where 1 feel a little
weird about the Labubu obses-
sion. While it may be fun to tap
into a youthful trend and look for
these rare collectibles, it’s also
meant to be just that. Labubus
are meant for fun and excitement,
not as much for high-end use. In
my opinion, these trends portray
Labubus as something unique and
unattainable to regular people.
Another recognizable video on
social media is a lady who often
shows herself off as the only own-
er of the “24-carat gold” Labubu.
Honestly, influencers like her who
show off their Labubus constant-
ly seem a little bit too obsessed.
That’s where 1 draw the line. As
a viewer, these videos are ironi-
cally hilarious, but they are also a
bit awkward to watch. When I see
crazed collectors, I genuinely feel
confused and worried because their
obsession with collecting these

toys has gotten a little out of hand.
With all of the chaos surround-
ing Labubus, the price has also
been affected. Now, Labubus
sell for around $20-$40, but rare
ones can be sold for hundreds. I
can’t justify spending that much
on multiple versions of the same
keychain plush toy brand. This
brand has gone one step further, as
the creation of knock-off plushies
has also been skyrocketing. One
other brand I’ve heard of is the
Lafufus, which are mock toys of
real Labubus. Truthfully, it seems
insane that companies have been
able to make such large profits
off both real and fake Labubus. I
can definitely see how this idea of
overconsumption and consumer-
ism is convincing influencers to
buy them to build their collections.

Though the Labubus can be
a cute and fun trend, their recent
rise to high fashion and extreme
popularity has gone slightly over-
board. I always felt that Labubus
were just a regular, passing trend
for everyday people, but as their
prices rise and they stay in style
for longer, I don’t know what is
going to happen to them. All I
can say is: I probably won’t be
buying a Labubu anytime soon.

Let’s Settle This: Are Flip-Flops
Acceptable to Wear to School?

Maria McGuill
Opinions Editor

The question, “Are flip-flops
ok to wear at school?,” brings con-
troversy to Freeman’s halls each
year, especially as the weather
gets warmer. Students are con-
flicted with the decision to wear
flip-flops and be comfortable, or
face breaking the societal norm
of “keeping the dogs away.”

Flip-flops bring ease and
comfort to a long day at school.
“Honestly, when the weather
gets warmer, [I] like to occa-
sionally wear flip-flops. [1] feel
like it makes me more relaxed at
school,” said senior Imogene Mc-
Brayer. “[It] makes school feel
more like summer and less like
school.” They remind students of
summer and are practical when
temperatures increase, but at what
cost? Is the so-called “embarrass-
ment” that comes with wearing
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HOW DO I PICK THE RIGHT
HOCO DRESS FOR ME?

When picking the right dress for you, | feel like
there are many factors that go into it and it gets
confusing; so, | always start with a color. Usually,
dress sites will have an option to filter out dress
options by color, so you can easily choose which
one you feel like wearing this year. Even if you
want a pattern, the dresses with multiple colors
will still show up if you put down one color. |
recommend scrolling through your options on
more popular websites first like “Hello Molly,”
“Lucy in The Sky,” or “Beginning Boutique.” After
checking your options, make sure you pick a dress
style that feels comfortable for you. There are
endless different types of dresses, so you can
really take this opportunity to express your style
and what you like. For example, something that
I’'ve seen a lot this year are sparkly ruched
bodycon dresses. | would also make sure to order
early if you are buying online! Many stores take a
week or more to ship out and homecoming
dresses sell fast; make sure that you order it early
so you can decide on another dress if you end up
not liking it. Trying it on before is as important as
finding one, so it’s important that you feel
confident in your choice. Once you get your
dress, don’t forget your other accessories
including shoes and jewelry. | recommend if you
have a more bright, patterned dress to use more
dainty jewelry and more vivid jewelry for a more
staple dress. Last but not least; have fun with the
process! We don’t get to dress up often for
dances, so make the best of it and don’t overthink
it!
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flip-flops at school really that pro-
found? Some students say they
couldn’t care less, and that it’s just
another shoe, but some say that
flip-flops are too taboo to wear.
In my freshman year of high
school, the sight of someone wear-
ing flip-flops was rare. Even my
brother, a senior at the time, did
not partake in such an activity.
He believed that it was strange to
wear such a “revealing” shoe to
school with his peers. I followed
his lead with this mentality up
until the end of my junior year,
when I wore them to school for
the first time. In my opinion, wear-
ing them was anticlimactic. May-
be it’s because more people had
started wearing them, or maybe it
was simply because I didn’t care.
Rainbows are one of Free-
man’s most popular flip-flop
brands that students wear. A stu-
dent at Freeman shares her love for
her Rainbows because of the ca-
sual, but cute aspect they bring to
her outfits. “They are stylish. The
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brown ones go with quite literally
anything, and mine have the little
braided straps on them, so that adds
extra fun and pizzazz,” said senior
Millie McCabe. She also explains
the ease they bring to a rushed
morning before school. “[I] can go
from casual to stylish in a matter
of milliseconds,” said Millie. “[I]
don’t have to rush back upstairs
because [I] forgot socks, [I] can
just put them on and call it a day.”

Many students also com-
mented on certain “regulations”
regarding flip flops. Some believe
that only upperclassmen should
have the privilege. “[It] depends
on what grade you’re in, seniors
should be allowed to wear them
and freshmen shouldn’t,” said
senior Kokeb Miller. Others also
think that it depends on the time
of year when these shoes should
be brought out of the closet. “[I]
think [it’s] more of an end-of-the-
year thing when everything be-
comes more relaxed,” said Kokeb.

Flip-flops are also a contro-
versial topic related to the dress
code. Before the early 2000s, there
was a county-wide ban on them.
Not only students, but employees
from different schools and dis-
tricts began to re-evaluate the idea
of wearing flip-flops to school.

In 2005, the Northwestern
University lacrosse team wore flip-
flops to meet the president. A ques-
tion arose: “Do flip-flops illustrate

someone’s age by how casual they
may come across to older genera-
tions?” While many people were
conflicted about the athletes’ deci-
sion to wear flip-flops to meet the
president, some wanted to focus
on the fact that these women had
just won the National Champion-
ship. In my opinion, I could never
imagine going to the White House,
first of all, but wearing flip-flops
there as well. Though I do enjoy
a fresh new pair of Rainbows, I’ll
pass. The casual, but cute and sim-
ple idea surrounding these shoes
has increasingly become more
popular. People have recognized
that they are just another pair of
shoes. Heads don’t turn when
people wear tennis shoes around;
why should they for flip-flops?

Northwestern team in ﬂip-ﬂops at the White House.
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The stigma around flip-flops
at school should be stopped. While
I agree that they are an end-of-the-
year shoe to gear up for summer, I
think everyone should be able to
wear them without shame. “Forget
the talk of seniority issues; flip-
flops should not be a concern.”

It’s crazy how trends and
fashion change over just a few
years. Just three years ago, dur-
ing my freshman year, it would
have been surprising to see stu-
dents walking around in flip-flops.
Today, it’s uncommon to turn a
corner of Freeman’s hallways
and not see a pair of flip-flops. It
will be interesting to see if wear-
ing these shoes becomes more
popular down the road, or if it
returns to being frowned upon.
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:RVA Duck Race Returns to Brown’s Island

Saanvi Gourishetty
Head of News

Richmond’s riverfront was
alive with music, food, and thou-
sands of rubber ducks as the RVA
Duck Race & Festival of Inclu-
sion returned to Brown’s Island
on Saturday, September 6, 2025,
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The event
combined the spectacle of thou-
sands of ducks floating down the
James River with a day-long fes-
tival designed to be welcoming
to everyone in the community.

At the center of the event was
the duck race itself. Participants
could “adopt” rubber ducks in ad-
vance, each numbered to corre-
spond to an entry. On race day, the
ducks were released into the James
River at once, drifting downstream
toward a finish line. The first duck
to cross earned its adopter the
grand prize of $10,000. According
to organizers, more than 19,000
ducks were adopted for this year’s
race. Additional prizes were avail-
able for other top-finishing ducks,
many donated by local businesses.

While the cash prize drew plen-
ty of attention, the event was also
about community support. Hosted
by the Autism Society of Central
Virginia (ASCV), proceeds from
duck adoptions benefited local pro-
grams and services for individuals
with autism and their families. The
festival was structured to be sen-
sory-friendly, with zones tailored
to different levels of stimulation,
ensuring accessibility for attend-
ees with autism and developmen-
tal disabilities while remaining
open and inviting for all ages.

Beyond the race, Brown’s Is-
land transformed into a festival
space with live entertainment and
activities. A lineup of local and
regional performers, including In-
dira & Guppy Jo, Susan Green-
baum, Desirée Roots, and Brooks
Billings, took the stage. Additional
attractions included Jonathan the
Juggler, characters like Nutzy and
Nutasha, visits from princesses
Elsa, Moana, and Tinkerbell, and
appearances by the Star Wars 501st
Legion. Music and performanc-
es ran throughout the afternoon,

- cnend it fatinkese RO T
People watching the duck race.

The ducks being released.
giving families plenty to enjoy
before and after the main event.

Food was another major draw
for the community. Trucks that ap-
peared included Momma’s BBQ,
Goatocado, Boka Tako, JiJi Fro-
zen Custard, Happy Mobile Pizza
Kitchen, Kona Ice, and The Lo-
cal Cup. Beverages were provided
through Center of the Universe
Brewing and Richmond Water.

To make the festival engaging
for all visitors, the grounds were
divided into themed zones. The
Connection Zone highlighted
inclusive community programs,
while the Creation Zone featured
art and crafts. The Exploration
Zone offered interactive exhib-
its, and the Expression Zone
provided opportunities for per-
formance and improv. For those
who wanted to be active, the
Movement Zone offered physi-
cal play, while the Quiet Zone
was available as a calm retreat for
anyone needing a sensory break.

A new feature this year was
Pop-Up Rafting, hosted by RVA
Paddlesports. For $15 per per-
son, participants could take a
short guided rafting trip through
a stretch of the Lower James, in-
cluding the Fishladders and Pipe-
line rapids. As spots for this new
addition were limited, organizers

recommended preregistration.
Mascots and souvenirs also
added to the atmosphere. This year
introduced Waddles, the festival’s
new duck mascot, who appeared
on Brown’s Island for photo op-
portunities with attendees. Visitors
could stop by Duck Central, the
festival’s main information booth,
to pick up maps, stamps, or mer-
chandise. Families who collect-
ed stamps at 10 different booths
qualified for a prize drawing.
The event was made pos-
sible through support from nu-
merous sponsors. The CoStar
Group served as the presenting
sponsor, while FasMart provided
the $10,000 grand prize spon-
sorship. Companies like Gen-
worth, NewMarket, Northstar,
and Sentara Therapy Centers
also contributed as part of the
“Lucky Duck” sponsorship group.
Volunteers played a cru-
cial role as well. From helping
set up and take down the event
to assisting with crowd guid-
ance and managing the duck race
finish line, community mem-
bers signed up for shifts to keep
the festival running smoothly.
For Richmond, the RVA Duck
Race was both a quirky tradition
and a charitable cause. The sight
of thousands of ducks floating
down the James River has be-
come one of the city’s signature
late-summer spectacles, while the
festival around it has grown into
a celebration of inclusion, mu-
sic, food, and community spirit.
Whether families came for the
entertainment, the food, or the
chance at a $10,000 prize, or-
ganizers said the event was de-
signed to have something for
everyone. As the James River
filled with ducks on Septem-
ber 6, Brown’s Island served as
the stage for one of Richmond’s
unique and inclusive traditions.

Ellie Broocks
Staff Writer

Kaija Lee, or as she’s known
to her clients on Instagram, @
kaijaklaws, runs a small nail
business at her house. She first
started doing her own nails be-
cause going to the salon was “too
expensive,” she said, although
she admired the aesthetic. “[I’ve]
always liked the look of long
nails, so I [decided] to learn how
to do them myself,” Kaija said.

A junior at Freeman, Kaija has
been operating her own nail busi-
ness for almost a year. It start-
ed in the fall of 2024 when she
and her friend, Carrie Nelson,
were talking about homecom-
ing nails. When Kaija told Car-
rie she did her own nails, Carrie
asked her to do hers, “She did
my nails a couple times and I
was like, ‘these are pretty good,’”
she said. Kaija had never done
anyone’s nails before, but she
did Carrie’s and offered to pay.
Afterwards, Carrie convinced a
couple of their friends to have
their nails done by Kaija. “[I re-
alized I] could start a business
from it instead of just friends,”
she said. From there, she expand-
ed to people “outside of [her]
friend group and other schools”
and started an Instagram account.

A big difference between
Kaija and a neighborhood nail
salon is the pricing. Typically,
it costs around $45 to get your
nails done by Kaija. “[It’s] a re-
ally good price,” Carrie said.
“Mine stayed on for months.”
Kaija said that “private nail
techs are around $100 to $120.”
Comparatively, she runs a pretty
good bargain. Freshman Lauren
Miller, who is a frequent flyer at
the nail salon, said that she pays
“$60 to $70 most of the time.”
The most popular method of pay-
ment is cash. “Not a lot of people
have Zelle, [which is what I use],
and I don’t have Venmo, [which
is what most people use], so
[they’1l] pay in cash,” said Kaija.
She is very organized with her
income, using a “little booklet
[to] keep track [of everything].”
During an appointment with
Kaija, she will remove previ-
ous polish, clean, and trim cu-
ticles. “[Kaija] is very gentle,”
Carrie said. “Sometimes,
the people at the salon are
kind of rough with my nails.”
Kaija uses Gel X nail exten-
sions that are cured under a
UV lamp, so after preparation
and application, she paints the
nail and adds designs. Her fa-
vorite nail art to do is flowers
with moldable gel, “[They] look
really impressive, but they’re

Can this Mav ‘Man’ the Student Section?

Ingrid Jones
Staff Writer

Freeman senior, Vann Wyatt,
has been selected as the 2025-26
Mav Man, a student who leads
the student section at football and
basketball games. The role in-
cludes writing cheers on a white-
board and starting chants for the
students. To be selected as the
Mav-Man, the student must show
a lot of school spirit, be friend-
ly, and demonstrate leadership.
Senior SCA representative, Ad-
die Morton, said, “[I] think
a good Mav-Man is some-
one well-known and friends
with a lot of people at school.”
Colin Issak, a junior on the foot-
ball team, said, “It takes a lot of
school spirit to want to do that.”
The role of Mav-Man brings ener-
gy to both the student body and the
players on the field. “When we’re
down, we need that extra bit of
energy, and the student section can
definitely help bring our morale
up,” said Colin Issak. There are
eleven players on a football field,
but the twelfth one is in the stands.

The Mav-Man is also someone
who can help students become
more spirited about their school
and build a stronger communi-
ty. “Sometimes school spirit can
be an issue, but having someone
who loves their school helps the
school to have a strong commu-
nity,” said Addie. “We’re lucky
to have someone like Vann.”
Being the Mav-Man isn’t taken
lightly and is a role that is held
with high esteem. “[It’s] an im-
mense honor, [I’'m] so proud,”
said Vann. Every new Mav-Man
is chosen by the one from the pre-
vious year, who, in this case, is
Aidan Cassidy. For Vann, this role
came as a surprise, “[I] was very
surprised when Aiden texted me,

I was like, ‘no way!,”” he said.
To get ready for a game, Vann
brings Home Depot buckets,
drumsticks, and the whiteboard.
The whiteboard is used for chants,
cheers, and even games. For
example, when a touchdown is
scored, the player’s name is writ-
ten on the whiteboard, prompt-
ing the student section to chant
it three times. One game that is
played is Hangman. Vann and
some friends choose a word, and
the student section yells out letters
to try to guess the mystery phrase.

Another way the whiteboard is
used is during halftime, when the
band plays. The Mav-Man writes
“respect the band” to remind the
student section to sit quietly and lis-
ten to the band’s music. The Home
Depot buckets and drumsticks are
used to get loud with the music.

The Mav-Man also works close-
ly with the cheerleading captains
to coordinate things like decora-
tions, themes, and supplies. “All of
the small details that no one really
sees, behind the scenes, are the
cheer captains and the Mav-Man
collaborating,” said Emma Crone,
a former Freeman cheer captain.
One of the reasons Vann was cho-
sen as the Mav-Man is because of

his love for Freeman sports and
encouraging attitude towards oth-
ers. “[He’s] always been big about
our football team [and] sports
teams...and he’s always very en-
couraging,” said Addie Morton.
Vann shows a lot of passion for
the school and sports teams, which
are important traits for a Mav-Man
to possess. “To have scmeone
like that, to have that energy and
that passion for our sports teams,
[we’re] very grateful,” Addie said.
Part of the role also includes
encouraging students to at-
tend games. “[It’s nice to] have
someone that will come out,
support our teams, and encour-
age other people to come to the
games,” said Addie Morton. This
makes games more fun because
of the amount of school spirit it
garners. “Because more people
are there, there is more spirit
there, and the games will be
more fun,” said Addie Morton.

Having a Mav-Man has been a
Freeman tradition for many years
and plays a role in school spirit and
the community aspect of sports
games. As Vann takes on the posi-
tion, students will be watching to
see how he carries on the legacy.

actually pretty easy,” she said.
Carrie’s favorite nails by Kai-
ja were a Christmas set she
did last year. “[They were] red
French tips, with a white bow
in the middle. I thought they
were really cute,” said Carrie.
When Lauren goes to the nail
salon, she usually gets a varia-
tion of the same thing. “I nor-
mally get full acrylics with
either white French tips or
just fully pink,” she said.

NAIL PRICC
BREAKDOWI

Hobby to Hustle '

Both Lauren and Carrie agree
that sometimes it can be hard to
speak up at the nail salon. “[It’s]
hard to actually say, ‘I want
this shape, [or] maybe a little
bit shorter.” I feel like [they’re]
judging me,” said Lauren.
Carrie finds that Kaija is genu-
inely concerned about whether or
not you like the finished product.
“[She’s] completely taken the nail
off and redone it if [I’ve] asked
her,” Carrie said, “It just seems
more personal than a nail salon.”
Kaija is very accommodating and
wants what’s best for her clients.
Carrie said that she would “send
[Kaija] inspiration, but then some-
times [she’d] change her mind.” In
person, “[Kaija would] be like, I
think we should do this [instead].””’
Kaija had a similar remark, she
said, “[Clients] will ask to change
a few things, and I [will say], ‘Yes,
I can do that. No, I can’t do that.””

Kaija’s next installation for
her business is a collection of
inspirational photos for her cli-
ents. “[I’m] working on a nail
portfolio, so I can offer designs
to them, but usually it’s from
their inspiration,” she said.
To book an appointment with
Kaija, you can DM her on Ins-
tagram (@kaijaklaws), or her
friends can give out her num-
ber to prospective clients. “We
just set a date and time, and
then I usually ask for their in-
spiration pictures so I can gauge
how long it takes,” Kaija said.
Arguably, one of the most cru-
cial parts of running a success-
ful business as a student is keep-
ing a healthy balance between
school and work. As juniors, Ka-
jia and her friends are juggling
homework and assignments. Sat-
urday and Sunday are typically
when Kaija tries to get on top
of her assignments and study-
ing. “I try to get all of my work
done for the entire week on the
weekend. So [I’m] free during
the week and I have [extra] time
on the weekends too,” she said.
Kaija is aware that she is a student
first and a businesswoman sec-
ond, “She doesn’t choose nails
over homework so she balances
[her life] pretty well,” Carrie said.
As small businesses are usu-
ally local and don’t have as big
a reach as large corporations,
some people worry about their
quality and reliability, needing to
find confidence in peer reviews
of the product, service, etc. “[I]
would need to see some positive
reviews,” said Lauren, when asked
about what some deciding fac-
tors would be for her to choose
to switch to a small business.

Like many others, Carrie re-
gards supporting student-run and
local small businesses, “[It’s]
nice to see someone our age
who’s really passionate about
something,” she said, “If you
support it when it’s [smaller], it
could grow into something big.”
Kaija’s biggest piece of advice
for students looking to start
their own businesses is to see
how it affects your peers, “Test
on your friends, and if they en-
joy it, then they will definitely
spread the word,” said Kaija.

NAIL ART
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FRENCHTIP.......... $5 + LeNGTH
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LonG/mepwm . . ........... $20
SHORT ............. $18
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REMOVAL . ............ 58

| Kaija’s pricing breakdown and nail sets.
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Senior Sunrise

Nina Henley
Online Editor-in-Chief
Centerspread Editor

The beginning of the
2025-2026 school year
has arrived, and as the
2026 class is getting ex-
cited to graduate, there
is still a long school
year ahead of them.
While having to deal
with senioritis, suffering
through college applica-
tions, and planning for
their futures after high
school, the last year of
high school can become
very overwhelming. In
order for senior year to
be a little more fun than
the prior years, certain
special events have be-
come traditions at Free-
man. One of these events
being Senior Sunrise,
which this year hap-
pened the Friday before
the school year began.
The breakfast included
donuts, muffins, bagels,
fruit, and orange juice. It
was gone in minutes af-
ter it was ready and after
we got our food we wait-
ed and watched the sun-
rise. The entire football

field was covered with
students on blankets,
chairs, tents, and towels
while others were par-
ticipating in games like
cornhole, spikeball, and
cards. The field had a
great view of the sky and
overall, the event was a
huge hit for the freeman
community. The second
the sun was high in the
sky, the next part of the
morning began. Another
senior-specific tradition
that Freeman participates
in is after the actual sun-
rise. Everyone goes to the
parking lot and starts a
collage of car-decorating.
Lots of colorful paint, glit-
ter, and writing things like
“Senior 2026” and “Bow
down to your elders”. Af-
terwards, some people sat
on top of their cars and
took pictures with their
newly decorated car and
friends. The whole experi-
ence was special for ev-
eryone and was a time that
was dedicated to begin-
ning to the end for seniors.
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unch Listeners!

Nina Henley
Online Editor-in-Chief
Centerspread Editor

Lunch time, also
known as the time where
students are supposed to
enjoy their food and are
encouraged to socialize
and talk to each other.
The lunch room at Doug-
las Freeman High School
is notorious for being
loud, crowded, and full
of lots of conversations.
With the whole student
community that has a
range of topics, opin-
ions, and observations,
the lunch room is where
all of these thoughts,
emotions, and chatter is
discussed.The beginning
of the school year has a
lot going on and the stu-
dents at Freeman High
School have multiple ex-
citing topics to talk about
during the Fall season.
“Homecoming [and]
football games right
now, but it can change.
During Winter, [we talk
about] Christmas, and
stuff like that. It definite-
ly depends on the time of
the year,” Senior Alexa

Orengo said. Other
students talk about more
student-specific things
during lunch. “[We talk
about] other people’s
lives, our own lives, fun
activities, school as-
signments,” said Sa-
hasra Khan,Despite the

timely activities and
current events being the
hot topic for many tables
during lunch times, oth-
ers participate in different
pastimes . “[During lunch
time] We use the time to
catch up on social media.
So we’re on our phones
a lot more than we were
last year, because this is
our only time to be on
it,” Senior Cleo Massey
said. While some students
agree that lunch time is a
time when lots of people
are on their phones, oth-
ers disagree. “No one [is
on their phone]. Every-
one’s in the environment.
We like to live in nature
and to have conversations.
We like to live in the mo-
ment during lunch,” 10th

grader, Caitlyn Call,
said. Additionally, Cait-
lyn thinks that the phone
ban has had more posi-
tive effects on lunch
time: “I think [not hav-
ing phones during school
day] creates less depen-
dency on your phone and
it helps you stay more
focused,” Caitlyn said.
Others agree with Cait-
lyn about phones not be-
ing a big focus during
lunch. “Looking around
the lunchroom right now,
I don’t think a lot of peo-
ple are on their phones,”
Junior Sahasra Khan
said. Sahasra does see
the importance of being
able to have their phones
during lunch. “I think
people enjoy being able
to check on things like
text people during lunch
and I think it’s a valuable
time, especially if you
need to get in contact
with your parents,” Ju-
nior Sahasra Khan said.

With the only times
that phones are allowed

has been limited to
lunch time, talk about
how long Freeman’s
lunch is and should be
has become a contro-
versial topic. “Lunch
should definitely be lon-
ger. 25 minutes is not
enough to eat, converse,
check your phone, have
a brain break, relax. I
think it should have been
at least 30, to 35 [min-
utes],” said Cleo Massey.

Some students have
an idea of what they
think lunch should be. “1
think we should mix free-
man focus and lunch. |
think that would benefit
everyone a lot more. You
can take however much
time you need to eat and
then the rest of the time
you can talk to teachers
and stuff,” Saharsa said.

With the new phone
rule, talks about lunch
length, and a lot go-
ing on around Freeman
High School, the lunch
room is never quiet and
is always filled with

friends, especially ones
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“[Lunch should be longer]
Because we're at school for so
long and this is our one
chance to talk to talk to ou
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Check It Out! Freeman’s Library

Vrusha Pramod

Online Editor-in-Chief

Centerspread Editor

Freeman’s library is
not only a place where
MAVS can check out
books, but is also a mul-
tifaceted resource cen-
ter, study space, and
club meetup location for
many students. Kathleen
Northrop, one of the li-
brarians here at Freeman,
makes sure to work with
her fellow librarians to
make the library as use-
ful a tool as it could
possibly be. “I’m usu-
ally here at 7:45 so I can
have the library up and
ready for students who
have early bird classes,
just in case they need to
run in and print or some-
thing,” she said. The li-
brary remains open from
7:45 AM up until the
final bell at 3:55, with
lunch periods and morn-
ings being the busiest.

The library’s resourc-
es extend far beyond just
rows of books, however.
“We have a digital e-
book/audiobook library
and online research da-
tabases. We also make
sure to always have
[most] school supplies
available for students.
Pens, pencils, markers,
colored pencils, con-
struction paper, printer
paper. Whatever you
need for projects!” she
said. MAVS also have
the opportunity to as-
sist the library as library
aides! From just simple
tasks like assisting other
students with printing or

locating books, stu-
dents can earn volun-
teer hours. The library
also collaborates with
out-of-school programs
that help students add
to their service hours as
well. “The library funds
[programs] like Read
Across America, where
high school students
organize games, read
aloud, and mentor the
younger kids. We offer
volunteer hours for re-
ally any type of involve-
ment,” she said. In terms
of activities that the Li-
brary hosts, each few
months presents a differ-
ent theme. “We try to do
a different theme every
month based on holi-
days or like the monthly
themes that are set by the
United States,” she said.
From September 15 to
October 15, the Library
plans to recognize His-
panic Heritage Month by
providing students with
Latino-American written
books displays, school-
wide scavenger hunts,
and information-based
bulletin boards. To find
updates about these up-
coming events, students
can look at posters hung
up by the library, the li-
brary’s Schoology page,
as well as on Freeman’s
social media accounts.
The various rooms in
the library also serve
many different purposes.
For example, the larg-
est room located behind

UNCx

the check-out desk is
where the Freeman fac-
ulty can laminate, shred,
and store papers. An-
other room, which serves
multiple purposes, is the
reference room, which is
located on the opposite
side of the room. This
room, which houses all of
Freeman’s “old school”
reference books, such as
encyclopedias, atlases,
and dictionaries, is also
a room that both students
and teachers can book.
Located upstairs is the
library balcony, which
stores all of Freeman’s
free pictures and chil-
dren’s books. “Henrico
County Public Schools
has an agreement with
Goodwill of Virginia,
where the librarians can
go to the Goodwills be-
fore the books are sent out
to put them on shelves.
They’re in these huge
boxes [in] warehouses,
and we can go pick [up]
whatever we want, basi-
cally to use for free!” said
Ms. Northrop. This way,
students are able to obtain
books, free of cost, rather
than having to let them
gather dust on some shelf.

Whether it’s last-
minute printouts, earn-
ing volunteer hours,
or simply just joining
in during book discus-
sions hosted by Free-
man’s Book Club, our
library definitely offers
something for everyone.
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Welcoming New Faces to Freeman

Maryam Vohra
Editor-in-Chief

A new school year at Freeman
means new classes, new friends,
and new teachers. Every year, the
Freeman family welcomes new
staff members who will be join-
ing the Freeman community. For
the 25-26 school year, DSF is
welcoming Nick Haltom, an eco-
nomics teacher; Chelsea Amanec-
er, a school counselor; and Ms.
Salerno, a chemistry teacher.

Prior to starting his job at Free-
man, Mr. Haltom worked at the
Federal Reserve Bank of Rich-
mond. One of his jobs included
leading the economic education
group, where he worked with
teachers and students to teach
economics and personal finance.
“Getting to work alongside
people who believe in the pub-
lic service mission of the [Fed-
eral Reserve] every day was
awesome,” said Mr. Haltom.

Mr. Haltom attended North
Carolina State University in Ra-
leigh, North Carolina, and started
his college career studying engi-
neering, but switched his major to
economics once he fell in love with
it. He found enjoyment in helping
other people as he continued to be
a supplemental instructor for stu-
dents in physics. “[I] got to enjoy
the process of helping other people
in their learning,” said Mr. Hal-
tom. “[It] has always been a part
of something I really enjoy doing.”

At Freeman, Mr. Haltom
teaches three periods of AP Mac-
roeconomics, and two periods of

Economics and Personal Finance.
Most of his AP Macroeconomics
classes contain seniors and juniors,
while his Personal Finance classes
contain mostly sophomores. “[1]
don’t have a preference. [It’s] nice
to teach people at different stages
of [their] life, experience, and de-
cision-making processes,” he said.

Mr. Haltom’s favorite part of
teaching economics at Freeman
thus far has been the culture at the
school. “[I love] being around so
many people that are dedicated
to building leaders; [they’re] go-
ing to make such a difference in
our future,” said Mr. Haltom. Dur-
ing his AP Macroeconomics class,
he took his students through a vi-
sioning exercise, finding “inspira-
tion through how [they] want to
make [their] communities better.”

Mr. Haltom is looking forward
to learning from other teachers and
seeing his students succeed. “[I’m]
excited to learn from [other teach-
ers] that are good at their craft,”
he said. “[I] love when I see stu-
dents grow in ways [they want
to], and being part of their transi-
tion to adulthood is [exciting].”

Chelsea Amanecer, a new ad-
dition to the school counseling
department, is the new Students
with Limited or Formal Educa-
tion (SLIFE) counselor. Mrs.
Amanecer works at both Douglas
Freeman High School and Her-
mitage High School, alternating
her days between the two schools.

A school counselor’s job
changes seasonally, and currently,
Mrs. Amanecer primarily handles
scheduling changes and supports

students who are struggling in
their classes. She recently started
going into a class called Success,
which is a class of all Level One
English language learners who
need extra support, either because
they had gaps in their education
before coming to the US, or for an-
other reason. “[ We] talk about a lot
of things, but it is a basic introduc-
tion to [United States] education,
[we get into] what the high school
graduation requirements are, what
a credit is, and what the habits of a
successful student are,” she said.

After growing up in Wash-
ington State, and attending Se-
attle Pacific University and the
University of Washington, Mrs.
Amanecer worked in higher edu-
cation at Whitworth University.
Once she moved to Virginia, she
worked as a counselor at Dumbar-
ton Elementary School for two
years. After hearing good opin-
ions of Freeman’s environment,
Mrs. Amanecer is working in the
high school setting for the first
time. “[Everyone said] [Freeman
is] the best place to work. [It has]
definitely lived up to it,” she said.
“The Freeman staff and faculty
are really good, so [we’re] able to
provide a good education, good
programs, and have a well-oiled
machine. [It is] very impressive.”

Mrs. Amanecer’s favorite part
of being a school counselor is
sharing information with her stu-
dents that will help them in the fu-
ture. “[It] feels great to be able to
provide a student with information
or insight that gives them a big
‘aha’ mement and rmakes a differ-

ence,” she said. “Those are the mo-
ments that make the job worth it.”

Finally, Freeman’s science
department is welcoming a new
chemistry teacher, Ariel Salerno.
She was raised in Suffolk, Virgin-
ia, and attended Randolph-Macon
College on a field hockey scholar-
ship, majoring in chemistry with
a minor in secondary education.
Before teaching at Freeman, Ms.
Salerno taught chemistry at Ches-
terfield High School. Initially, Ms.
Salerno did not want to become
a teacher, but after working as a
teaching aide for a French class
in her senior year of high school,
she fell in love with it. “[I] re-
ally liked chemistry, [but] I had
my heart all set to be a chemist,
and I was not going to do teach-
ing at all,” she said. “Begrudg-
ingly, after [helping students learn
French], I [wanted] to teach.”

Since Ms. Salerno teaches

both AP and Honors Chemistry,
she finds her biggest challenge to
be adjusting to the new county
procedure and balancing her two
classes. “[I have] two separate

\
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preps, [and] I’m trying out some-
thing new, which is [having] a
daily calendar/agendas,” she said.
She sees herself teaching long-
term at Freeman, and having the
extra preparation will help her
in the future. “It is a lot of work
up front, but it [will] make life
so much easier [later],” she said.
Ms. Salerno finds that the
students are her favorite part of
the job, and they keep her mo-
tivated. “The students are what
make it for sure. There is such a
wonderful culture [at Freeman],
and the students want to do well,
they want to learn,” she said.
As we look into the remainder
of the school year, Ms. Salerno
is excited to see how her chil-
dren thrive and what they learn.
Beyond chemistry, Ms. Salerno
strives to teach important life
skills, not necessarily just chem-
istry. “[I want them to learn] those
life skills, deadlines, how to be
a good student, how to be [a]
good worker in whatever work-
place they [end up at],” she said.
“That’s what 1 hope they get out
of my class, more than anything.”
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“Your Next Yoga Partner Might Have Four Legs!”

Rowan Kelley
Staff Writer

Yoga, what some would call
the basis of serenity... that is, un-
til a tiny goat climbs onto your
back and mini furballs are caught
trotting between your legs. Nowa-
days, this occurrence is making
its rounds around Freeman, as
Richmond is being overtaken by
puppy and goat yoga sessions.
Locals from all across RVA are
lining up to get a chance to see
these darling little animals be
the distraction they needed to
survive a full-out pilates course.

While The Loft will allow you
to get Instagram-worthy photos,
do not neglect the aesthetics of
Pactamere Farm! If the more hard-
working yoga course the puppies
offer isn’t up your alley, you’re
guaranteed a relaxed session with

these goats. “This playful and
peaceful class combines begin-
ner-friendly yoga with the joy of
spending time with our friendly
goats,” said Pactamere Farm. With
45 minutes of an all-flow yoga
course, and the other 15 minutes
allowing for full cuddle time with
these affectionate creatures. The
whole experience ranges from
$35 to $40, with the goats’ ages
differing across the board. The
course includes an all-level yoga
flow, with the goats being able to
wander around the whole time.
But it’s not just yoga available at
Pactamere Farm. There are options
such as pumpkin carving, painting,
wreath making, candle making,
felting, and even more when it
comes to the seasonal changes.

All of these factors seem to
make Freeman students elated
when returning from attending

a class. Some students mention
how they discovered puppy yoga
specifically through social me-
dia apps such as TikTok and In-
stagram. Junior student Elianna
Cuce went to The Loft with her
friend for the class. “The puppies
were asleep most of the time we
did the yoga, but there was one
that was active and enthusiastic,”
she said. The puppies were quite
happy with their downtime in a
corner of the room and were only
really awake for the cuddle ses-
sion. Elianna, having past yoga
experience, said, “They were
just kind of a distraction,” when
comparing it to normal yoga.

But their presence did help re-
inforce the idea of animals being a
positive mental influence. “[1] felt
really good. We did a 10-minute
meditation [at the end]. That was
really nice, and then we played
with the puppies,” said Elianna.
Not only do you get a wind-down
period, but the class included some
rigor; it was not laid-back the en-
tire time. “The yoga class wasn’t
super easy; we did some strength
stuff that was a nice change,” she
said. The puppy that was full of
energy earlier ended up curled
on her friend’s lap, closing their
yoga experience on a lovely note.

Sophomore Kaitlyn Harris
said that her time at Puppy Yoga
RVA was a wonderful experience.
“[They] calmed me down and
[1] was able to breathe through

my yoga,” she said. With Kaitlyn
being a full-time dancer, she is
no stranger to the feats of exer-
cise, but the dogs made this yoga
course enjoyable, slightly chang-
ing her perspective on fitness.
“Normally, you wouldn’t think
that puppy with yoga would help
you focus, but if you really put
your mind to it, you can.” She re-
counts how the dogs in her class
were more alert and enjoyed weav-
ing through people’s legs. While
she did feel the building was far
out, the aesthetics inside were no-
where close to matching those of
the exterior. “[I] thought that the
building itself was in the middle
of [nowhere], but the inside was
very nice and clean,” she said.

Another sophomore, Lily Ad-
dair, attended a goat yoga class
with her older brother, who had
brought the course to Lily’s at-
tention. Yoga itself is something
that Lily had not been well-ac-
quainted with, but she said, “The
goats weren’t very good at yoga.”
These critters had more freedom
to move about during the class,
giving people the opportunity to
pet and cuddle with them even
while stretching was occurring.
“We just did yoga and pet the
goats, and the goats didn’t really
jump on you, but if they did, they
were full-sized goats, and it was
kind of painful.” Even with that
fact being there, Lily still believed
that the animals helped with the

overall situation, “Petting the
goats was the [only fun part].”

Lily would recommend it to
anyone and everyone, but “if
you’re in it for the actual yoga,
then it’s not for you,” she said.
“If you really just want a fun
experience and you like goats,
then it’s your thing.” Compared
to puppy yoga, there wasn’t as
much pressure to participate in the
class; you could just sit there and
hang out with the cute animals,
which is exactly what she did.

A little tip she gave to people
going for their first time is to get
there early, so that you can be
near the gate where the goats are
held. Lily did describe the farm
environment as a little dirty, but
it was “part of the vibes.” At the
end of the day, it seems Freeman
students needed these yoga class-
es as a way to decompress from
stress. All of them commented on
feeling mentally better after the
course and didn’t have anything
negative to say about the overall
experience. “[I] felt happy after
the puppies were there,” Elianna
said. If you are someone who does
not like exercise but loves the idea
of getting to cuddle with a few
furry friends, then this might be
the thing for you. You can find
out more information about the
delightful yoga courses on either
of these businesses’ websites, and
sign up to have your next yoga
class with a four-legged comrade!

New “Purrfect Bean” Cat

Sophia Bove
Staff Writer

Nestled in a small street corner
in the Fan, Richmond’s brand new
“Purrfect Bean” Cat Cafe is open
for business and ready for new
customers. “The cafe has many
perks,” said the Coffee Manager
of the business, Camille Proctor.
“We take great pride in [our] va-
riety of specialty drinks, including
matcha, chai, and hojicha, sourced
from a local grocer called After-
glow,” she said. “The unique com-
bination of a coffee shop and a cat
lounge has been well-received by
the community.” She noted how
many people understand and sup-
port the cafe’s mission to rescue
cats and find them a stable home.

Amongst the many minds
working together to create the
Cafe, the owner behind the or-
ganization is Michelle Langham.
The idea of starting the Cafe came
from Langham, who has “always
had a passion for helping ani-
mals,” said Claire Sylvain, the Cat
Manager. She has previous job
experience with business manage-
ment, which assisted with getting
the business started. Langham has
rescued a wide variety of animals
in the past few years, including
donkeys, chickens, dogs, and cats.
The cafe itself has already facili-
tated 33 adoptions in a short period
of time, highlighting the commu-

nity’s support for animal rescue.

New customers have often vis-
ited and been surprised that the
cafe has real cats to play with. “It’s
been nice to see people come in
just because they thought we were
a coffee shop with a cat theme.
We see people then make reser-
vations, grab their Russian blue
matcha, and check out the cats.”
She explained that although the
cat aspect of the business is sepa-
rate from the cafe, they comple-
ment each other well and would
not function without the other.

The coffee shop opens at 9
a.m., and reservations start at 10
a.m., with guests arriving between
10 and 15 minutes before their
reservation. Food is not allowed
in the cat area, so guests either eat
before or save their food for after
their visit. In order to make a pri-
vate reservation with the cats, cus-
tomers are required to sign up on
the Purrfect Bean website or call
the cafe. The last reservation for
cat play starts at 6 p.m. and ends
at 6:50 p.m., with volunteers from
the rescue organization, Purring
Hearts, helping with the cat room.
Reservations are typically $20 dur-
ing the weekdays and $25 on the
weekends. The cafe is often le-
nient with cancellations, allowing
them up to 48 hours in advance.

Camille also explained some-
thing that often perplexes people:
“Some people are confused by the

need for a reservation and the sep-
arate nature of the coffee shop and
cat lounge. Despite this, the cafe
has received a positive welcome
from the community, especially
from animal lovers,” she said.

If anyone feels as though they
are ready to adopt then and there,
they can stay for an additional
30 minutes to discuss the adop-
tion process. “The cats are from
a foster-based rescue. The direc-
tor typically gets the cats into a
placement, then they need to be
in foster care for a minimum of
two weeks before they’re con-

sidered for the cafe,” said Claire.

Camille mentioned the need
to stay at the current location for
a few years, but expressed a de-
sire for the building to be more
accessible when asked about the
future of the cafe. “Accessibility
is important to us, so it would be
nice to be able to look at spaces
that can [do] that for us,” she said.
Although the cafe has been ex-
tremely successful since its open-
ing in August 2025, expanding
won’t happen for at least 10 years.

Regardless of the Cat Cafe’s
somewhat “hidden” location, word

Richmonel’s New

Purrfect Bean

Menu features classic
coffee items, while
offering seasonal teas

Cat lounge is
reservation based
:

All drink/food items
are locally sourced

Cafe Takes Over

has spread to the Tuckahoe area.
A junior at Freeman High School,
Fields Gravitt, expressed her de-
light at hearing about this new
addition to the Richmond area.
“When I heard about this cafe,
I was so excited to [go]. I really
like cats, and can’t wait to set up
a private reservation with them,”
she said. She, along with many
other members of the Richmond
community, has expressed posi-
tive feedback towards the cafe.
Whether you want to cozy up with
a book in the coffee shop section
or cuddle with fluffy kittens, this
shop has something for everyone.
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The Return of Fantasy Football

Emerson Post
Sports/Copy Editor

As fall comes around, Nation-
al Football League (NFL) fans
around the world start to gather
around their TVs each week to
watch the most popular sport in
America, according to a 2024 Gal-
lup poll. While they typically root
for their favorite teams to win,
there comes a time when they may
have to root against them. This
change is due to the “Fantasy Foot-
ball” app found on all app stores,
where fans build their own teams
using real NFL players. It turns
watching football games into a dif-
ferent type of experience, because
now individual players’ personal
performance can sometimes out-
weigh how the team does overall.

Fantasy football leagues are
typically made up of about 8-12
different teams, each consisting
of 16 NFL players, and they can
be from any team, division, or
conference throughout the league.
Depending on the rules you play
with, this can vary, but usually
each fantasy team has one quar-
terback, two running backs, two
wide receivers, one tight end, one
kicker, and you can pick from
any team in the league to put as
your defense. In order to obtain
all of these players, there is a col-
lective draft where each player
in the league must pick which
players they would like to be on
their team. If someone decides to
choose the player you want before
it is your turn to pick, you are not
able to have them on your team.

The scoring is based on player
performance. Rushing and receiv-
ing touchdowns are worth six

points each, while passing touch-
downs are worth four. Each rush-
ing and receiving yard is worth
0.1 points, and each passing yard
is worth 0.04 points. Two teams
match up l-on-1 against each
other, and whoever’s team scores
the most points is the winner for
that week. Whichever team has the
best overall record at the end of
the season is declared the winner.

Senior at Freeman High School
(DSF), Tyler Stnons, mentioned
how there is a strategy in order
to draft the best overall team. “[I]
tend to draft the running backs and
wide receivers first, since there’s
more depth [at the] quarterback
position,” said Stnons. “[I] just
try to get the best team overall,
a pretty organized [team with]
a few running backs, a quarter-
back, a couple wide receivers,
and then tend to draft my de-
fense or kicker towards the end.”

With all of these different play-
ers and positions on the board,
you can either rely on your gut
feeling to predict what players will
perform and which ones won’t,
or you can spend time analyzing
all the statistics and projections
to determine who will perform at
the highest level. “[It] definite-
ly takes a little bit of both,” said
Stnons. “Based on past years, |
know that Derrick Henry is gonna
be one of [the] top running backs,
Jayden Daniels will probably
[be] a top quarterback, and then
Mike Evans is usually a pretty
consistent player, so he’ll prob-
ably rack up some good points.”

Fantasy football not only has
expanded into countries like Ger-
many and England, but it has also
spread into local areas, too. It can
be a different way to make new
friends in your area. “[I] think

fantasy football is a super fun
way to [help] make new friends,”
said Hudson Reppard, a junior at
DSF and a varsity football player.
“[You] can talk about how your
team did, how your team [is] do-
ing, and who you should pick up.”

It can also increase fan en-
gagement with the sport beyond
their favorite teams. “It makes
you want to watch more foot-
ball, and if you’re not super fa-
miliar with the game, you’ll
definitely learn more about it as
you keep watching,” said Tyler.

While Fantasy football can help
bring students together and help
them form new relationships, it
can also turn friendly relationships
into competitive ones. In Tyler’s
league, everyone pitched in a cer-
tain amount of money to create
a grand prize for the winner in
the end. “[It’s] definitely more fun
[with] a prize on the line, and it’s
usually a lot of cash,” said Stnons.
“This year we chipped in $20 each,
and we have eight people, so the
winners will get a lot at the end.”
This initiative raises the stakes for
fantasy football, and depending on
how much money is on the line, the
prize could be a way to pull people
into the game. “[I] play football,
so I already love watching it, but
it definitely gets me more invest-
ed because of the money prize.”

Fantasy football leagues in the
future can be a different experi-
ence for anyone who wants to get
more invested in the realm of foot-
ball. “[I] would encourage people
to join one just to have fun,” said
Tyler. “[It’s] super competitive,
not really stressful, and it makes
you want to watch more football.
But if you’re not super familiar
with the game, [you’ll] definitely
learn more as you keep watching.”

ESPN Fantasy Football logo

FREEMAN MAVERICKS FOOTBALL

LATCH

The Long Stadium (Home ) - October 10th

DOUGLAS FREEMAN vs THOMAS JEFFERSON

The Long Stadium (Home) - October 17th

DOUGLAS FREEMAN Vs

DEEP RUN

Bodwin-Perkins Stadium {Away ) - October 24th

DOUGLAS FREEMAN vs MILLS E. GODWIN

The Long Stadium (Home ) - October 30th

DOUGLAS FREEMAN vs HERMITAGE

Glen Allen Stadium (Away) - November 7th

DOUGLAS FREEMAN vs GLEN ALLEN

Annalise Minker
Staff Writer

For many years, Freeman’s
lacrosse and soccer teams have
trudged to the upper field at 4:15
p.m. for practice and encountered
the unexpected pot holes that
made them trip, or uneven grass
that sent them flying. Soon, these
anecdotes will be memories of
the past. Freeman High School
has decided to renovate the up-
per practice field, and replace it
with a turf field for the upcom-
ing Spring 2025-2026 season.

The upper practice field is
home to many sports at Free-
man; the boys’ and girls’ soc-
cer and lacrosse teams use that
field daily in the spring to hold
practices. Despite its use, players
say that the quality of the grass
has been less than ideal. “[There
will] be tufts of grass and [it’1l]
be muddy, or just [have] a lot of
dirt, [and] when it rains, it can be
dangerous,” said Millie McCabe,
a senior girls’ lacrosse player.

Another player noted their con-
cern about the field’s past condi-
tions, and their hopes that it will
be solved with turf renovation. An-
tonio Tripodi, a boys’ soccer play-
er, said that the grass, especially
when grown out or rainy, can also
prove to be a hazard when playing.
Long grass or muddy fields can
impede practice. He said, “Some-

Patten’s Path to the Vols

Olive Schreher

Features Editor

The University of Tennessee
womens’ soccer team has added
another name to its future ros-
ter: Meghan Patten. Being a ju-
nior, Meghan still has two sea-
sons to play for Freeman, and
then her Division 1 path begins.

Meghan started her soccer jour-
ney when she was four years old,
playing for a recreational team
known as the “Richmond Strik-
ers.” Following her older sister
Maggie’s lead influenced Meghan
to start playing, so much so that
she never played another sport.
“My parents got me into [soccer]
because of [Maggie], and I nev-
er did any other sport,” she said.

Fast forward to her sopho-
more year, Meghan started to
reach out to different colleges.
Although they were not allowed
to physically talk to her, due to
the regulations surrounding age
requirements, she still sent emails
to show interest and get in touch
with coaches. “For games, I had to
send out around 100 emails every
single time before I played,” said
Meghan. The coaches would then
come and watch Meghan and her
teammates play. “There would be
coaches lined up all across the
field for showcases,” she said. On
June 15th, 2025, coaches started to
contact Meghan. She started hav-
ing calls with different coaches,
explaining to them what she spe-
cifically wanted. “[I] communicat-
ed the three main things I wanted
to each of the different coaches...
the first was that I want to be on
a team that’s super possession-
based, another big thing is the
team culture, and lastly, I wanted
coaches that don’t only consider us
players,” said Meghan. She found
these things at the University of
Tennessee. “After the [Tennessee]

visit, [I] didn’t want to go on any
of my other visits,” said Meghan.
“ I knew where 1 wanted to go.”

What stood out to Meghan the
most were the coaches and the
team overall. “What really sepa-
rated Tennessee from the other
schools was the coaches, they
really cared about building a re-
lationship with the players first,
before soccer,” said Meghan.
As for the team, “They’re all re-
ally close and I got along with
them super well,” she said.

However, it was not an easy
decision. According to the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation (NCAA), as of September
2, 2025, the University of Ten-
nessee is ranked second nation-
ally in the polls. With a 5-0-0 re-
cord, they are also ranked first in
the Southeast region by United
Soccer Coaches. One hesitancy
Meghan stated about Tennessee
was that the Southeastern Con-
ference (SEC) is one of the most
competitive conferences in the
country. “[I] was choosing be-
tween the [Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence (ACC)] or SEC; maybe not
playing my first and second year,
or going somewhere where I could
probably step on the field my first
year,” said Meghan. Although this
was initially her biggest doubt, she
learned that this is something she
likes about Tennessee. “[I] like the
challenge and the idea of not ever
being comfortable,” said Meghan.

This mindset has led her team-
mates to look up to Meghan and
her work ethic. “[She is very hard
working and never gives less than
100 percent effort,” said senior
Lydia Ellen, another player on
Freeman’s Varsity soccer team.
“I admire how Meghan is always
trying to make the team bet-
ter... her determination rubs off
on everyone else,” said Lydia.

Sophomore Lee Lee Holloway
was a freshman on Varsity this

past season, and has gotten to learn
how Meghan brings her team up to
the highest level. “The thing that
stands out the most to me is her
ability to give other people oppor-
tunities. Although she is very good,
she still passes the ball and does
not keep [it] to herself.” Meghan
made Lee Lee and the seven oth-
er freshmen feel very welcome.
“She always talked to us, and if
we didn’t understand something,
[she] made sure to help us out and
explain what [we] were doing.”
As for the actual games, Meghan
is planning to play center-back
at Tennessee. “[I] always used to
play center-mid, but two years ago
my coach moved me to center-
back, and that’s what I’ll be play-
ing in college.” A center-back’s
main responsibility is to lead the
defensive line. Their objective is
to protect their goal from the op-
posing team’s forwards, block-
ing shots and intercepting passes.

Meghan’s biggest challenge she
had to overcome was her confi-
dence. “My first few years after
joining my club team, Richmond
United, my confidence was su-
per low, [and] it was something
I struggled a lot with,” she said.
“But, I knew if I wanted to play in
college, I had to overcome this be-
cause [you’re] playing with people
who could be ten times your size
or could be beyond the National
team talent-wise.” Meghan soon
realized that her desire for perfec-
tion was only holding her back.
“['You] have to get over that fear
of making mistakes,” she said.

Although Meghan is excited
to start college, she is working
for a strong season with the Free-
man team this year. “[We] have
a lot of younger girls on the
team, so I am excited to become
a leader and a role model for
others,” she said. “We have so
much potential to have a strong
season this vear and next vear.”

times they let it grow really long,
and it’s really bad. Even when
it rains, it gets really muddy”.

Coaches also say that the grass
field needs major renovations to
ensure better safety and game-
play. Coach Lobos, the Junior
Varsity (JV) Girls’ soccer coach,
said, “ The grass needs a lot of
work in the spring [season]. Too
many holes and dips are risks to
player injuries that, [as a coach],
we try to avoid at all costs.”

In past years, coaches have
had to go out of their way
to account for any obstruc-
tions the grass might bring.

Upper Field Renovation
Now Underway

GRAPHIC: TYLERSON TWEARDY

“[1] like to get there before the
team does to do a scan of the field
and have the team practice on the
less damaged parts of the field,”
said Coach Lobos. With the addi-
tion of turf, coaches will no lon-
ger have to worry about frequent
potholes or other hazardous ob-
structions that the grass creates.

With the addition of turf,
coaches will no longer have
to worry about frequent pot-
holes or other hazardous ob-
structions that the grass creates.

Additionally, players were
asked about the accommodations
they had to make in the past, and
the responses varied from alter-
ing running routes, to setting
up cones to avoid obstacles, to
whether the hindrances that the
grass field brings, such as holes,
mud, and puddles, have disrupted
practices and affected players’ per-
formances. “[We’ve] had to run
differently to avoid big puddles,”
said McCabe. The grass brings
not just physical but mental ob-
structions too. “There has always
been a negative connotation with
that, because [you] know it’s
not going to be as good as prac-
tice on the turf,” said Millie.

Turf brings dangers, including
higher temperatures, turf burns,
rubber inhalation, and other haz-
ards. When Tripodi was asked
if potential health risks posed a
concern, he said, “Turf burns.
[Injuries] hurt, but [they’re]
bound to happen, and the heat is
also a problem, but players have
an easier time hurting them-
selves,” said Tripodi. “[For ex-
ample], there have been more
ACL tears on turf than on grass.”

A turf renovation would affect
the efficiency and quality of play-
ers performance during practices,
and the teams are excited about
the prospect of a new playing
field. Millie McCabe said, “[The
whole team was] super excited
about [the renovation], because
we play on that field a lot.” In the
months to come, Freeman will see
new changes in the upper field.

Meghan Patten visits the University of Tennesee.

P
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“Peter and The Starcatcher:”
Freeman’s Fall Play Debuts Nov. 13

Maggie Walton
Staftf Writer

The theater season here at
Freeman has already begun as
the Freeman ‘Call Sign Players,’
the name of the production team
here at DSF, takes the stage for
their production of “Peter and the
Starcatcher.” Leading up to that,
however, is three months of work
from the actors and crew. From
table reads to curtain calls, the
actors are working late. Junior
and cast member Merit Lavelle
said “[We] have rehearsals at 5:30
[PM] until tech [week]. We’re
going until 9 [PM].” This pro-
duction, like many, has a lengthy
list of moving parts and detailed
scheduling before opening night.

The experience of “Peter and
the Starcatcher” will offer them
a different type of experience;
more on a personal level. Lucille
Robinson, a sophomore and cast
member, said, “[I] have always
loved being on stage and have
enjoyed the theater commu-
nity I made freshman year. Act-
ing is a passion of mine that [I]
wanted to continue into sopho-
more year.” Merit Lavelle, a ju-
nior at Freeman, is also getting
some familiar experience. “[I]
saw ‘Peter and the Starcatcher’
last year at a smaller company
called Firehouse Theater down-

town, and [I] loved it,” she said.
Theatre department head and
director, Ms. Gardner is a huge
fan of the play as well. “[I]
think the overall humor of
this show is phenomenal,” she
said. “So when I saw it the first
time... [I] fell in love with it.”

This year’s theater season genre
completely parallels the previous
one. “[Our] theme for the theater
last year was death. I was very
dark, very grisly,” said Ms. Gard-
ner. This change allowed the actors
to take a different approach, doing
things they aren’t used to. “I want-
ed to go far in the opposite direc-
tion, to give the students a chance
to branch out and try new things.”

Once the cast list is posted,
Ms. Gardner takes a ‘step back.’
There is a lot of focus placed on
the theater arts at Freeman be-
longing to the students. Gabby
Betz, senior and head stage man-
ager, said “[I] think [Ms.] Gardner
gives us the basics. Here are the
props, here is what I want, here
is what I expect. Once we under-
stand and process it, we just do it.”
Almost the entirety of this produc-
tion will be student-led: “Building
the set is done primarily by the stu-
dents, with the guidance of [Ms.]
Gardner and [head costume design-
er] Ms. White.” said Jack. “Cos-
tuming is all done by the students
with the help of [Ms. White].”

This year, crew members have
to take on the technical chal-

lenges this play provides them.
“[There] is this specific part with
the ocean, which is going to be
crazy because the crew has to
hold up pieces so the actors can
swim in it, which I think will be a
fun challenge,” said Gabby Betz.
Another aspect that is being dis-
cussed is making things fly. “Be-
cause it is TPeter Pan, we have
to make things fly, and [we don’t]
have a way to do that,” said Ms.
Gardner. But, there is already a
plan in the works; it’ll likely be a
lift, similar to that in the musical
from the previous season, Chicago.

The process from auditions to
opening night is typical of previ-
ous years. “Once the cast has been
selected, the first thing we always
do is start with the first read,” said
Ms. Gardner. After that, they work
on the off-stage chemistry between
actors. “Once we get through ta-
ble reading, we play some games
to get comfortable with one an-
other, especially the cast mem-
bers who will be pairs,” she said.
From that point, the ball starts roll-
ing. “We start blocking rehearsal,
it will be scene by scene,” said Ms.
Gardner. Once the basics are com-
pleted, they dive into the details
to make everything look profes-
sional. “In October, the rehearsal
process becomes about review and
perfection,” she said. The ‘final
act’ of this process is solely for the
adults at Freeman; “The dress re-
hearsal, only staff members are in-

Ms. Gardner holding the Peter and the S

vited. Finally, we open,” she said.
This is the first of two shows this
year, and like in previous years, the
drama department will make this
a ‘Call Sign Players production,’
where they take what’s unique
about Freeman’s stage and theater
program to make this play their
own. “One of the things that I think
always makes it a Call Sign Play-
ers version is accommodating our
space,” said Ms. Gardner. “Cre-
ating as much magic as we pos-
sibly can with [our]limitations is
something that pushes creativity.”

PHOTO: MAGGIE WALTON
tarcatcher script.
Gabby offered another perspec-
tive on what is going to make
this play Freeman’s; “[We’ve]
definitely got a lot of new faces,
which [I] think is going to make
it much better, having all of these
new people you’ve never met
before, [I think] they will bring
some originality that,” she said.
Each actor has something differ-
ent to offer the Freeman Theater.

The revolving cast lists
throughout the years have giv-
en students, older and younger,
new experiences and friendships.

The Magic of the Ballroom: Who and
What Dancing With the Stars is All About

Colleen Conway
Staff Writer

The hit reality TV show, “Danc-
ing With the Stars,” is back once
again. The show incorporates
picking celebrities of all kinds to
be paired with ballroom dance pro-
fessionals who teach them how to
dance in multiple different styles.
The celebrities will then compete

in dances they learned each week
in hopes of winning the highest
scores from judges, and potential-
ly winning the glitzed, glamor-
ous, Mirrorball trophy. However,
to do that, couples must also ac-
quire votes from viewers across
the nation to stay in each week,
making it so that even if a couple
has the best scores from judges,
the viewers hold the final say on
who goes home every episode.
Going on its 34th season, “Danc-
ing With the Stars” has been
around since 2005. As a result,
generations of people switch on
their TV every Tuesday to tune
in. “[I] used to watch it when [I]
was little, my sister and I used to
try to replicate the dance moves
in our kitchen,” said Freeman’s
math teacher, Mrs. McMahon.
In fact, over the decades, the
popularity of the show has only
increased. This is primarily be-
cause recently, the stars and pros
are engaging with their viewers
via social media platforms, in-
cluding Instagram and TikTok.

“[1t’s] fun because after you
watch the show, you can go online.
[1] love seeing all of them be silly
and learn more about their rela-
tionships,” said Mrs. McMahon.
Social media presence is crucial,
especially when it comes to attract-
ing the younger crowd. “It’s get-
ting a younger audience involved
in it as well, so I think it’s really
cool,” said Mrs. McMahon, when
referencing social media impact.
This season’s cast has already

WS |

Dancing With The Stars eaon 34 Cast.

started the buzz surrounding the
show, as it was first released on
September 3rd, 2025, on Good
Morning America. The 12 celeb-
rity-pro couples include Jen Af-
fleck, “The Secret Lives of Mor-
mon Wives” reality star, with Jan
Ravnik; Hilaria Baldwin with
Gleb Savchenko, Jordan Chiles,
Olympic gymnast with Ezra Sosa;
Baron Davis, former NBA play-
er, with Britt Stewart; Alix Earle,
social media influencer, with Val

¥ M3

Chmerkovskiy; Dylan Efron, real-
ity television star, with Daniella
Karagach; Corey Feldman,’80s
film actor with Jenna Johnson;
Daniclle Fishel, “Boy Meets
World” actress, with Pasha Pash-
kov; Elaine Hendrix, actress from
“The Parent Trap,” with Alan Ber-
sten; Scott Hoying, singer from
“Pentatonix,” with Rylee Arnold;
Robert Irwin, wildlife conserva-
tionist, with Witney Carson; Lau-
ren Jauregui, singer from “Fifth
Harmony,” with Brandon Arm-
strong; Whitney Leavitt, “The
Secret Lives of Mormon Wives”
reality star, with Mark Ballas; and
Andy Richter, comedian and ac-
tor, with Emma Slater. The hosts
for this current season are Alfonso
Ribeiro and Julianne Hough, and
the judges are Carrie Ann Inaba,
Derek Hough, and Bruno Tonioli.

Viewers have already decided
their favorite duos and predict-
ed which couples are making it
the furthest. One favorite so far
is the Olympic gymnast, Jor-
dan Chiles, paired with pro Ezra
Sosa. “[I’m] rooting for Jordan
Chiles and Ezra because [I] just
love gymnastics and watching the
Olympics,” said junior Zoe Raper.
“[She] is such a good dancer in her
floor routines, so [I] think [she’s]
going to do a really great job.”
Another couple who fans are
rooting for is Alix Earle and Val
Chmerkovskiy. “[Val] is a super
good partner, and he always drills
the couple hard... [he is] going to
make her a super good dancer,”

said junior Anna Estes. “Also, I
think she is going to get really
into the costumes and the themes.”

There are some longtime fa-
vorite pros on “Dancing With
the Stars” that have been on the
show since its earliest years.
One of them retired and returned
this year, and one is now even a
judge. These two are Mark Ballas
and Derek Hough, respectively.
“Derek and Mark. Yes, [they’re]
the OGs,” said Mrs. McMahon.
Mark’s return was quite exciting,
as people did not think he would
dance in this capacity again. This
is because when he had previously
retired, he stated the physical de-
mands of the show were too much
for him. “[I’m] most excited to
see Mark because I miss him...
[Mark] always has really good
choreography, and it’s always re-
ally sharp,” said Mrs. McMahon.

The overall predictions of
which couple will win vary from
the movie stars to the social media
influencers, and everything in be-
tween. During lunch, students were
asked which couple they thought
would win. 5% of the students said
Whitney Leavitt and Mark Bal-
las, 10% said Jen Affleck and Jan
Ravnik, 15% said Danielle Fish-
el and Pasha Pashkov, 20% said
Alix Earle and Val Chmerkovs-

!

kiy, 20% said Robern Irwin and
Whitney Carson, and finally, 30%
said Jorden Chiles and Ezra Sosa.
Dancing with the Stars, and es-
pecially this upcoming season,
is absolutely not a thing to miss.

Dancin with the Stars Season 34 Poster.\

“This season is going to be
great,” said Mrs. McMahon.
Wondering how it will all turn
out? Tune in on September 16th
for the 34th season premiere
of “Dancing With The Stars.”

Student Artist of the Issue

Freshman Eryn Sam’s
ins’ﬁimtion forart
comes from “getting
[his] thoughts out on
poper and seeing a lot
of artists around

[him],” he said.
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“Weapons:” Zach Cregger’s Latest Success

Sophie Tluchak
Staff Writer

The new horror movie, “Weap-
ons,” was released on Aug. §,
2025, and as of Sept. 2025, it has
made over $200 million in global
ticket sales. The official descrip-
tion states, “When all but one child
from the same class mysteriously
vanish on the same night at exactly
the same time, a community is left
questioning who or what is be-
hind their disappearance” (IMDD).

The audience experiences six
different perspectives from char-
acters in the movie, including
Justine, the teacher of the class,
blamed by many for the disaster;
Archer, a father of one of the miss-
ing children; Paul, a cop study-
ing the case; James, a drug ad-
dict; Marcus, the principal of the
school; and Alex, the only boy
that did not disappear that night.

The director, Zach Cregger,
also known for “Barbarian,” re-
ceived great reviews for the cre-
ativity of the plot. Mr. Abril, an
English teacher at Freeman, was
able to go on opening night. “The
premise [was] an urban legend
quality that I really liked,” he
said. “[It] brought back my love
of movie-going, because it was
a real communal experience.”

Junior Frances Holmes was
questioning what genre ”Weap-
ons” fits into. “In the beginning,
[I] was confused. It did not seem
like horror at all,” she said. How-
ever, this mindset did not persist
for the entirety of the movie. “To-
wards the end, it was more gory
and disturbing. At some points,
[ didn’t want to be there be-
cause it was so scary,” she said.

The scenes in “Weapons”
that implemented horror had the
audience on the edge of their
seats. A scene that involved the
heroine, Justine, being snuck
up on while peacefully sleep-
ing, “caused the entire theater
to freak out,” said Mr. Abril. “It
was just so cool to be enjoying
this real cinematic moment.”

In the midst of all the sus-
pense and fear, the movie inter-
twines bits of comedy to lighten
the mood. The “comedic relief” of
the film, James, played by Austin
Abrams, quickly became popular.
“[1] thought his part of the movie
brought some needed humor into
it,” said Mrs. Grimesey, an Eng-
lish teacher and fan of the movie.

Beyond humor, James also
played a vital role in providing
his perspective during scenes with
the cop, Paul. “[I] liked that you
got both the cops’ side of the story
and then James’ perspective. If
[you] watch the scenes where they
interact, [they’re] slightly different
depending on whose perspective
is shown,” said Mrs. Grimesey.

On the other side of the co-
medic spectrum, there is Gladys.
Gladys, played by Amy Madi-
gan, is another key figure in the
story. She is introduced as Alex’s
aunt, “taking care of him” while
his parents are ill. To match her
eerie vibe, Gladys® appearance
included a bright red wig, clown-
like makeup, and colorful outfits.
“[1] did like Gladys’ outfits’she
did slay,” said Mrs. Grimesey.

Once the audience explores
Alex’s perspective, the truth be-
hind the vanishing of the chil-
dren is revealed. They explore
how the villain can take control
of people’s bodies and show-
case their ability to “weapon-

ize” a person of their choosing.

The motives behind the villain
are never explicitly mentioned;
however, numerous theories exist.
“[1] think they were using other
people’s life forces to try and heal,
but then also were able to con-
trol them,” said Mrs. Grimesey.

As the audience follows Alex
in his very depressing storyline,
they start to share his grief within
his character. “I see [this] idea of
loss and trauma play out in [the]
story,” said Mr. Abril. The actor
who played Alex, Cary Christo-
pher, was just 8 years old when
the movie was being produced.
“I thought that child actor did a
really good job, which is hard for
him to do, especially in a scary
movie,” said Mrs. Grimesey.

Many of the characters fail
in their attempts to discover the
truth, but it is finally done. It takes
two characters, who are drawn to-
gether by a mutual hatred for each
other, to finally find the culprit.

Having observed the vil-
lain’s efforts to control people,
one of the characters redirects
it towards the villain, making it
an amusing and relieving scene
for the audience. “[I] thought it
was funny how [they were] get-
ting chased around by the kids,”
said sophomore Carson Kahl.

The ending of the movie was
not entirely happy. After such a
disastrous event, it is difficult to
simply move on. “[1] thought it
was sad; it had a haunting qual-
ity to it. [It’s] about loss and
tragedy and how we endure
from that or not,” said Mr. Abril.

The not-so-happy ending may
have included a dual meaning. The
tragedy of the plot, while not en-
tirely realistic, can still be seen in
disastrous events that continue to

occur in society today. “It served
as an allegory for towns that ex-
perience violence like that. It
makes sense for it not to feel pret-
ty and wrapped up with the bow
at the end,” said Mrs. Grimesey.

Overall, “Weapons” has rapidly
gained success from being “a dif-
ferent type of horror movie,” said
Carson. It has already surpassed
many other movies to reach spot

FEOS. THE DIRECTOR OF

number 13 on the list of 2025°s
top-rated movies, and well-known
horror enthusiast, Stephen King,
said, “[It was] confidently told,
and very scary. I loved it.” It has
also sparked considerable interest
in viewers about whether a Part
Two will come out next. Like
many other watchers, Frances was
“left with so many questions,” she
said. “Well, what happens next?”
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“Life of a Showgirl”
Has a Ring to It

Juliette Lawrence
Staff Writer

On Aug. 13, 2025, Taylor Swift
made an appearance on the “New
Heights Show” podcast, run by
brothers Travis and Jason Kelce.
The brothers are star football play-
ers on the Kansas City Chiefs and
the Philadelphia Eagles. Taylor an-
nounced that this fall, she would be
embarking on a new journey. She
will be releasing her twelfth studio
album, “The Life of a Showgirl.”

This was an unexpected an-
nouncement to many of her
fans, like Freeman’s own Span-
ish teacher, Ms. Bailey. “[It]
was kind of random. [I] wasn’t
expecting it, and it kind of came
out of nowhere,” she said. “[I] re-
member my friends and [I] tex-
ting about it.” Ms. Bailey and a
few of her colleagues have a Tay-
lor Swift group chat, where they
discuss all things Taylor Swift.
“We all got matching shirts for

her new album,” said Ms. Bailey.

This new album prompts many
possibilities for Swift and the
genre she will choose for this new
“era” in her career. Throughout
her career, Swift calls her albums
“eras.” These eras vary in genre
from country to pop to indie folk
songs. Every album connects to
fans differently, for different situ-
ations and times. “[I] think there
is an album for every situation,
which is something that I really
value,” said Ms. Bailey. “[Taylor
Swift’s] albums are ones that, no
matter what [you’re] feeling, no
matter what emotions [you] have,
you can relate to in some way.”

This new album leaves some
fans questioning: Will this be a
love-only-based album? “[I’m]
interested to see what this al-
bum holds, because [it] won’t
be a breakup album. [It’ll] be

her first album released as an
engaged woman,” said Ms. Bai-
ley. Kelce and Swift’s engage-
ment was also a recent tabloid
announcement this past month.

On Aug. 26, 2025, the couple
announced their engagement on
social media and news platforms.
The new engagement was exciting
to a multitude of fans who support
Taylor Swift and her music. “[That
is] really exciting for her,” said
Margot Wise, a junior at Freeman.

The couple announced on In-
stagram, “Your English teacher
and your gym teacher are get-
ting married.” Alongside the an-
nouncement came the unveiling
of her ring. Valued at $250,000,
the engagement ring was designed
specifically for Swift. With the
help of New York Jewelers Ar-
tifex Fine Jewelry, Kelce made
a custom, giant cushion-cut dia-
mond piece for their engagement.

The engagement has left many
fans excited for Taylor Swift. “[I]
know it’s gonna be a happier al-
bum because she is engaged to

PHOTO:VARIETY.COM
Taylor Swift’s ablum cover for “The Life of a Showgirl.”

Travis, which is really exciting
for [her],” said Reed Hart, a ju-
nior at Freeman. Some think the
couple are very comfortable with
each other and that Kelce chal-
lenges Swift in a good way. “[It]
just seems very pure, and [they]
seem comfortable with each oth-
er,” said Ms. Bailey. “[They] chal-
lenge each other in a good way.
Before, she was not as willing to
be herself, [and] not willing to put
things out there; but she seems
to be very happy right now.”

Ms. Bailey has been a Taylor
Swift fan since she was a teenager,
living in Pennsylvania. “[I] was in
middle school when [I] became a
fan,” she said. She connected with
her friends over Taylor Swift in
her teenage years. “A lot of my
friends liked to listen to [her]songs
and go to concerts. [They] thought
her music was fun and energetic,”

she said. Ms. Bailey now runs the
Taylor Swift club at Freeman.

Taylor Swift’s new album re-
lease coincides with another recent
development for Swift: She now
owns and has the rights to all of
her previous albums. Swift’s first
six albums were released when
she was young and owned by Big
Machine Records, an American
record label that specializes in
country music and was found-
ed by Scott Borchetta in 2005.

After many years of miscom-
munication about who rightfully
deserved ownership of Swift’s
records, she decided to take the
initiative. Swift began rerecording
her first six studio albums, titling
them “Taylor’s Version.” This
fight has inspired girls around the
world who listen to Taylor Swift
and support her. “[I] think that it is
a testament to being a woman, and
[to] what it’s like to have things
taken from you or other people
[taking] credit for things you
have created,” said Ms. Bailey.

Taylor Swift’s music inspires
young teen girls to fight for their
credit when they deserve it. “[She]
is setting the tone and being a role
model for other girls,” said Ms.
Bailey. “In the way of going after
what you worked for, following
through with it, and getting cred-
it where the credit is deserved.”

Taylor’s viewership sweeps
the nation, as she is viewed by
thousands of people around the
world. According to TheHar-
risPoll, 1,059 Women and 984
Men, including 204 Gen Z (ages
18-26) are Taylor Swift fans.”

Best friends will come together,
even from different schools, to lis-
ten to “Life of a Showgirl.” “[I’ll]
be listening, hopefully, with my
best friend, Macy Duncan,” said
Reed. “[Macy] goes to Tucker High
School, and [she] is a big Swiftie.”

Reed Hart has used Taylor
Swift’s music as a support sys-
tem that he can connect to while
listening. “I started listening to
her in seventh grade [and] I be-
came a full fan in eighth grade,”
he said. Reed feels that he has a
connection to Taylor Swift’s music
because he “was going through
such a hard [and] emotional
time [in my life],” said Reed.

With a new album arriving
in the upcoming months, fans
are waiting to reconnect with
Swift and her storytelling ca-
pabilities. “[She’s] such a good
storyteller,” said Reed. “[Her
songs] explain how [she] feels
and what [she] went through.”

“KPop Demon Hunters”
Movie Takes the Stage

Charlotte White
Staff Writer

Netflix’s new “KPop Demon
Hunters” movie has been gain-
ing popularity since its release
on June 20, 2025, and contin-
ues to gain new followers. It
has become a global trending
conversation, garnering atten-
tion from people of all ages. As

“KPop Demon Hunters” main

of late August 2025, “KPop De-
mon Hunters” hit 236 million
views, making it Netflix’s most-
watched animated film of all time.

The movie, directed by Mag-
gie Kang, is centered around a
group of three K-pop girls: Rumi,
Mira, and Zoey. These girls steal
the show on the stage, but also
spend their time fighting for their
home against the secret demon
hunters. The girls use their tal-
ents, such as their music, to gain
magical abilities that allow them
to obtain power. They continue
throughout the movie, facing
many challenges that force them
to work and grow together. In
Netflix’s movie summary, they
said, “A K-pop supergroup uses
their secret powers to shield their
fans from otherworldly threats.”

One of the aspects that has
gained popularity has been
the energy that comes from the
soundtrack. Many songs from the
film have been circulating on many
social media platforms, specifical-
ly TikTok. Viral dances have been
made and quickly spread around
the app. The most trending dance
to arise from the movie has been
the song “Soda Pop” with around
1.1 million videos under the
sound. Another popular song, also
titled “Golden,” has 60.8k videos.

“[1] found [the movie] so in-
triguing and so fun to watch, and
visually motivating, “ said ju-
nior Beatrix Sharrar. “[It] made
me feel happy. My favorite song
[is] ‘What It Sounds Like.”” This
was another song that received
lots of attention from the view-
ers. Since the movie’s release,

58 SR

characters.

this song has reached nearly
265 million plays on Spotify.

As for the cast in the movie,
the three girls, Rumi, Mira, and
Zoey, are the main characters.
All of the girls work together and
each has their own contributions
to the group. Rumi is voiced by
Arden Cho and plays the role of
the lead singer. Mira, voiced by
May Hong, is the band’s lead
dancer and choreographer. Lastly,
Zoey, who is voiced by Ji-young
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Yoo, is the lyricist for the band.

The movie not only attract-
ed a younger audience, but also
reached some adults and parents
whose kids have grown to love the
movie. As their kids watched the
movie on repeat, many of them
ended up joining the fan club as
well. Recently, Novak Djokovic, a
Serbian professional tennis player,
celebrated his daughter’s birthday
and his US Open win by danc-
ing to the K-pop Demons dance.

Freeman Coordinator of As-
sessment and Remediation
teacher, Mrs. Reilly said, “Yes,
[T would recommend this mov-
ie to others]. [It] was appropri-
ate for kids and [I] would rec-
ommend it to other parents. The
songs are catchy.” She has two
kids, ages five and eight, who have
watched the movie multiple times.

The culture behind this movie
has been a large part of the at-
tention it is receiving. K-pop is
one of the most popular cultural
themes in South Korea, and the
spread of the popularity of this
movie suggests the importance.
The spread does not just focus on
the music, but also on the fashion
and language that the movie show-
cases, including the hairstyles
and makeup of each character
that reflect K-pop music culture.

The diverse culture of this film
has spread across the movie world.
The dances, music, and characters
have made a noticeable impact
and continue to gain popularity.
It has made its mark as it contin-
ues to rise as the most watched
animated movie on Netflix.
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Violence

Charlie Kirk

On September 10, conserva-
tive activist Charlie Kirk was
shot and killed while speak-
ing at Utah Valley University.
22-year-old suspect, Tyler Ro-
bison, was charged with aggra-
vated murder during his trial on
September 16. Many investiga-
tors have spoken with friends
and family to understand poten-
tial factors that prompted Rob-
inson’s actions. From the infor-
mation gathered, they believe
his actions are linked to gam-
ing and “dark internet” culture.
The state is seeking the death
penalty for Robinson during
his next trial on September 29.
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Melissa Hortman
On June 14, democratic Min-
nesota state representative Me-
lissa Hortman and her husband
were shot at their Brooklyn Park

Ancient Pharaoh’s Bracelet Missing

Annalise Minkler
Staff Writer

On September 9th, a golden
bracelet that belonged to the Egyp-
tian King Amenemope 3,000 years
ago had mysteriously disappeared
from a conservation lab, sever-
ing the modern world from a rare
ancient piece of cultural history.

The Egyptian Tourism and An-
tiquities Minister, Sherif Fathy,
told the public on September
16th that the bracelet was stolen
during preparation for the arti-
facts to be transported to a new
exhibit. The minister blamed the
disappearance on “laxity”, the
restoration lab’s lack of securi-
ty cameras, and began efforts to
prevent any further smuggling.

According to the Egyptian Mu-
seum, King Amenemope ruled in
the 21st Egyptian dynasty from
Tanis, the former capital in the
Nile Delta, about 3,000 years
ago. Later, in 1940, French ar-

chaeologist Pierre Montent un-
covered the Tanis necropolis,
which housed the royal tombs of
7 rulers and had since been lost to
time. The bracelet, found within
these tombs, was made of pure
gold and adorned with lapis la-
zuli beads and was a part of the
necropolis’s 2,500-piece collec-
tion of ancient artifacts, which
was restored in 2021 in collabo-
ration with the Louvre Museum.

In response to the theft, a spe-
cialized committee was estab-
lished with the intent of further
examination, and photos were
circulated throughout Egypt’s
airports, seaports, and borders to
further efforts to stop any smug-
gling abroad. But the Interior Min-
istry was successful in tracking
down their suspect, a museum
restoration specialist who con-
fessed to giving the bracelet away.
Initially, 4 suspects were taken in,
but the restoration specialist work-
ing on the bracelet admitted they
gave the artifact to an acquain-
tance who owned a metal shop in

the Sayyeda Zainab district of Cai-
ro. The bracelet was then, alleged-
ly, sold to another metal shop for
around $4,000 and melted down
into gold. The Ministry said they
seized any profits made from the
sale of the bracelet and released
security camera footage of a shop
owner receiving, weighing, and
paying for the bracelet. Moreover,
a judge ordered the specialist and
their acquaintance to stay in deten-
tion for 15 more days and released
the 2 remaining suspects on bail.

Alternatively, this theft has sent
ripples through Egyptian society
and the future economy. The pur-
loining came just weeks before a
planned opening of a new exhibit.
In November, the museum had big
plans to reveal the Grand Egyptian
Museum, located near the Great
Pyramids of Giza. This new addi-
tion was set to showcase the best
of the country’s cultural heritage
and boost tourism, which is a large
part of the Egyptian economy.
Societally, Egyptians have ex-
pressed outrage and concern over

The Pharaoh and the missing bracelet.
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the bracelets’ absence. Egypt has
been known to express great pride
over their ancient beginnings, so
naturally, many citizens are an-
gered by the disappearance of a
treasured piece of their heritage.
For example, Monica Hanna, an
Egyptian archaeologist, demanded
the suspension of overseas exhib-
its until better protocol is imple-
mented for the safety of the arti-
facts. Furthermore, Malek Adly,
an Egyptian lawyer, called the rob-
bery an “alarm bell” to the gov-
ernment. Adly argued for stronger
security around prized antiquities,
both in storage and on display.

In summation, the vanishing
of the ancient Egyptian gold
bracelet, once belonging to King
Amenemope, was likely commit-
ted by an Egyptian restoration
specialist working on restoring
the bracelet, amongst other arti-
facts, for an upcoming exhibition.
The theft is set to affect the fu-
ture Egyptian economy and spark
new debates about museums’
handling of precious artifacts.

home. Authorities have classi-
fied their deaths as a “politically
motivated assassination.” Their
assassination followed the shoot-
ings of Minnesota state Senate
member John Hoffman and his
wife at their home in Champlin.
The Hoffmans were not killed,
but they needed surgery after suf-
fering multiple gunshot wounds.
after the annual democratic

Co-founder of Ben & Jerry’s

Caitlyn Kennedy
Staftf Writer

Jerry Greenfield, co-founder of

Jthe popular ice cream brand “Ben &

Jerry’s,” has suddenly quit. Accord-

Humphrey-Mondale dinner.

Iryna Zarutska

On August 22, Ukrainian Iryna
Zarutska was stabbed to death
on a light rail train in Charlotte,
North Carolina during an un-
provoked attack. This case “has
turned into a political lightning
rod in the country where she
had come to seek safety,” said
CNN. The suspect, 34-year-old
Decarlos Brown, has a long
criminal history and is now be-
ing charged with first-degree
murder and causing death on

The death penalty is a pos-
sible consequence for Brown.

a mass transportation system. |p
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ing to the other co-founder, Ben Co-
hen, this stand down from Jerry is
due to a disagreement between them
and their British owner, Unilever,
the company that markets the brand.
Starting their partnership and
uilding the company in 1978, Jerry
says that this is “one of the hardest
and most painful decisions.” Re-
flecting on his 47 years of work-
ing, Jerry shares in his message
on Instagram that he is thankful
for everyone who worked for the
brand and all the customers who
made it into what it is today. “The
folks who show up every day in
our factories, scoop shops, and
offices are some of the most pas-
sionate, caring, and values-driven
people you’ll ever meet,” said Jerry.
Jerry’s resignation arose from
his annoyance with Unilever not al-
lowing them to share their opinions
on politics and other social causes.
Despite this being the main cause,
tensions have been slowly sprout-
ing between them since the com-
any was sold to Unilever in 2000.
Greenfield feels that Unilever
as gone against its word of giv-

ing him and Cohen freedom.
In the beginning, Unilever had

Igranted them “independence to

pursue [their] values,” said Jerry.

In 2021, Ben & Jerry’s and
Unilever had a dispute when Ben
& Jerry’s made the decision to end
sales in the occupied Palestinian
territories. They did this because
they felt it didn’t align with the
brand’s values. This choice led to
backlash from Israel towards the
company and caused Unilever to
decrease the brand’s independence.

“For more than twenty years...
Ben & Jerry’s stood up and spoke
out in support of peace, justice, and
human rights.” Jerry was extreme-
ly dismayed to see the company’s
freedom to speak out be taken
away. “It’s profoundly disappoint-
ing to come to the conclusion that
that independence, the very basis
of our sale to Unilever, is gone.”

Just last week, Cohen and
Greenfield asked Unilever and
the Magnum Ice Cream Com-
pany to allow Ben & Jerry’s to
become independent to share their
views on political disputes over
the years. Unilever permitted
this, saying that they are a “proud
part” of the Magnum Company.

Unable to refrain from speak-
ing out, Jerry decided to no lon-
ger be a part of Ben & Jerry’s.
“Standing up for the values of
justice, equity, and our shared
humanity has never been more
important,” said Greenfield.

Jerry Greenfield will be ex-
tremely missed by the company.
“We will forever be grateful to

Jerry for his role
in co-founding such an amaz-
ing ice cream company,” said a

spokesperson for the Magnum
—_

Quits

Ice Cream Company “We thank
him for his service and support
over many decades and wish
him well in his next chapter.
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Criminal Syndicate Infiltration in

Sophia Bove
Staff Writer

An extensive and ongoing trial
is taking place regarding an al-
leged justice system infiltration
within South Africa. The claims
being made within the case are
not being taken lightly. Top politi-
cians and police officials are be-
ing accused of collaborating with
drug cartels and involving them-
selves with criminal syndicates.
The claims “caused a public out-
cry and led to the commission of
inquiry being appointed by Pres-
ident Cyril Ramaphosa”, mean-
ing that this case was a consider-
able concern within the country.

Although this news caused a
shock throughout South Africa,
this wouldn’t be the first time cor-
ruption within the government
and police had happened. Within
the past year, the country has had
“an average of 75 killings” and
“400 robberies with aggravating
circumstances” every day. South
Africa knowingly contains one

South Africa

of the highest crime rates in the
world, but it typically isn’t a com-
mon thing for police officers to out
each other on such offenses. This
being said, Police Commission-
er Nhlanhla Mkhwanazi was the
whistleblower regarding this case.

Mkhwanazi claimed that two of
his colleagues, Deputy National
Police Commissioner Shadrack
Sibiya and Police Minister Senzo
Mchunu, were both involved in
criminal syndicates. His claim
was that they were both a part of a
killing located in KwaZulu-Natal
province. There were four people
who were killed in Dundee, and
both Officers were the most proba-
ble suspects. He expressed his vast
concerns to the public. “It has been
my aim that [ want to demonstrate
that the criminal justice system
has been subject to a continuous
threat, as well as sabotage, which
has been with us over an extended
period,” he said. “To a point where
we believe it is at real risk of to-
tal collapse if nothing is done.”
Louise Edwards, a crime expert,

expressed his hopes for the out-
come of the case, causing a lasting|
impression on the country. “We
have to remain optimistic, but the
only way I see real change hap-
pening is if the findings and rec-
ommendations of the commission
lead to real consequences, systemic
reforms, and sustained oversight,
particularly by permanent over-
sight structures,” said Edwards.

Although the trial is still happen-
ing, many hope that justice will be
brought to the two alleged suspects,
and the overall state of South Af-
rica will be changed for the bet-
ter, leaving the country with more
awareness of crime and hopefully
slowing down the actively increas-
ing corruption within the police.
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United Nations
Denounces Israel’s War
Actions as Genocide

Tylerson Tweardy
A&E Editor
Graphics Editor

The United Nations announced
this September that Israel’s actions
in Gaza amount to genocide. In a
72-page report, the UN’s Indepen-
dent International Commission of
Inquiry accused Israel of commit-
ting four of the five acts that define
genocide under international law.
These include killing Palestin-
ians, causing physical and mental
harm, creating life conditions that
threaten survival, and imposing
measures to prevent births. Inves-
tigators argued that bombings and
the destruction of hospitals and
housing show a deliberate effort to
break down civilian life in Gaza.

The commission based its con-
clusions on interviews with sur-
vivors, medical workers, and aid
staff, as well as satellite evidence
and statements by Israeli leaders.

The report also accused Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and former Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant of incitement, citing public
comments that dehumanized Pal-
estinians and encouraged violence.
South Africa is pursuing a geno-
cide case against Israel at the In-
ternational Court of Justice, and
the International Criminal Court
has issued warrants against Netan-
yahu and Gallant for war crimes
and crimes against humanity.

Scholars remain divided.
Many say proving intent is ex-
tremely difficult, and that even
catastrophic civilian losses do
not automatically meet the legal
standard of genocide. But the UN
commission insists that both ac-
tions and words by Israeli lead-
ers leave little doubt about intent.
The outcome will affect not only
Palestinians and Israelis but also
the credibility of the systems
designed to prevent atrocities.
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