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William Fox elementary 
school, located in Rich-
mond’s Fan District, caught 
fire on Friday, February 
11th. The 110-year-old 
school was left without a 
roof, and extensive damage 
was done to the building. 
School supply and book 
drives for the burned school 
have swept surrounding 
counties, leading to an out-
pouring of community sup-
port. The Richmond Fire 

Star Student: Jackson the 
Bearded Dragon

   Jackson the bearded dragon is a 
friendly face that students and teach-
ers around Freeman are always hap-
py to see. At the age of 3, Jackson is 
just beginning to find his hobbies and 
passions. One of his newfound favor-
ite activities is visiting Mrs. Thayer’s 
5th period AP Statistics class. Of-
tentimes, the senior’s intense focus 
on note taking will be interrupted 
by Jackson’s friendly knock on the 
door. Mrs. Thayer’s students then 

March Madness Begins
It’s that time of the year again. The top 68 teams in college 
basketball are meeting all over the country in a high stakes 
competition for the National Title. This year, there will be 
multiple Virgian universities making a debut, including 
Longwood University, Norfolk State, Virginia Tech, and the 
University of Richmond. Whether you’re watching from 
home and openly shouting at the TV, or you’re in back of 
one of your classes while discreetly concealing your phone 
from your teacher, make sure to tune in. You can also cre-
ate a bracket pool with your friends, family, or coworkers! 
Brackets will lock on March 17th at noon.

Upcoming Events
Culture Day
• Hosted by Equity Ambassadors
• Location: various areas around Freeman
• Time: March 24 from 4pm - 7pm
Prom
• Location: John Marshall Ballroom [101 N 5th 

St, Richmond, VA 23219]
• Time: March 26 from 7:30pm - 10:30pm

Important Details about Prom:
• Tickets are $25 and will go on sale starting 

March 14 during all lunches
• Prom Court presentation and dance performance 

are @ 9pm
• Outside dates are allowed, a form must be 

signed by guest’s principal

Visit 
dsfcommentator.org 

to check out the
latest online articles!

Follow 
@DSF_Commentator 

for news and
updates!

A s tap le  ho l iday  o f  Amer ican  cu l tu re ,  S t .  Pa t r i ck ’s  day  has  come  fa r  f rom i t s  roo t s  a s  a  so l e ly  I r i sh  r e l ig ious  ho l iday. 
Sa in t  Pa t r i ck ,  fo r  whom the  ho l iday  was  named ,  i s  t he  pa t ron  sa in t  o f  I r e l and  and  c red i t ed  wi th  sp read ing  Chr i s t i an -

i t y  t o  the  coun t ry.  H i s  mytho logy  i s  t he  r eason  fo r  shamrocks  a s  a  symbol  o f  S t .  Pa t r i ck ’s  day,  a s  i t  i s  s a id  tha t  he 
exp la ined  the  Chr i s t i an  ho ly  t r i n i ty  us ing  the  th ree  l eaves  o f  t he  c love r.  Pa rades  a re  t r ad i t i ona l ly  he ld  on  March  17 th , 
bu t  commerc ia l  p roduc t s  l i ke  McDona ld ’s  popu la r  Shamrock  Shake  keep  up  the  momentum a l l  mon th  long .  The  ho l iday 

i s  a  ce l eb ra t ion  o f  I r i sh  cu l tu re ,  and  honors  the  con t r ibu t ions  o f  I r i sh  immigran t s  and  I r i sh  Amer icans  today. 

St. Patrick’s Day

Fox Elementary Recovers

spend lots of time visiting, petting, 
and talking to Jackson about their 
days and checking in about his 
day. The typical response from 
Jackson is that he enjoyed a day of 
sunbathing, eating lots of crickets, 
and enjoying a biology lecture 
from Mrs. Wachtel. Jackson also 
enjoys taking short walks around 
his super, roomy enclosure. He 
hopes that his daily visits with the 
students and teachers will bring 
them joy and allow them to have a 
spectacular day! 

Department is currently 
investigating the causes 
of the fire, but they have 
already received some 
criticism for insufficient 
inspection processes that 
may have been under-
lying issues. The school 
plans on transition to vir-
tual learning for the fore-
seeable future, although 
many spaces around 
Richmond have offered to 
host the students.


