GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

June 29, 2025
Sts. Peter And Paul, Apostles
Matthew 16:13-19

What do you call brothers who are born on the same day? Twins, of course. That is what we
celebrate today in the inestimable saints, Peter and Paul. Wait: twins? Yes. The early Church
believed that Peter and Paul were martyred in Rome on the same day. Since the day of
martyrdom is celebrated as a saints’ birth into eternal life, the result is striking: Peter and Paul
are twins in God’s family, the Church.

Who should care about this? Well, anyone who longs to live in a world marked by love and
peace. Remember, the Romans believed that twins, Romulus and Remus, founded their city
through an act of fratricide, the former murdering the latter. Sadly, the structures of this fallen
world emerge through violence between those who should love each other. But in the Church, a
new city has been founded upon this new set of twins, embodying the non-violent power of
Jesus’ cross and resurrection.

That’s why traditional icons represent Peter and Paul in a fraternal and warm embrace.
Contrasted with the violence of Rome’s founders, it challenges us with a bold claim: do we
believe that structures of merciful love are more powerful and lasting than those based on power,
violence, and domination? Am I willing to see others in my life as my “twin,” with whom | am
called to give my life for Christ, or as my rival? Am | committed to living what is embodied in
Romulus and Remus, or in Peter and Paul?

— Father John Muir
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