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I used to be a bad neighbor. I’d get wrapped up in my life and ignore those around me. Then I 

found sage advice from Benjamin Franklin to this effect: to be a better neighbor, ask someone to 

do a favor for you. It’s counterintuitive, isn’t it? Tell strangers that I need their help? Yuck. I’ll 

risk looking needy. Worse, I’ll be indebted to them. But I tried it, and it works like a charm. 

Recently I asked my neighbor Alan for a hacksaw, and Inga for an egg. They kindly obliged, and 

our friendship is growing.  

 

This week we hear a scribe of the law cynically ask Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” (Luke 

10:29). Like him, we prefer to keep the list of our “neighbors” as short as possible. It requires 

less interruption and inconvenience. But when Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan, he 

exposes the lonely, cold-heartedness tendency of the scribe’s (and our) heart. My “neighbor” is 

anyone I encounter who manifests a concrete need. There isn’t time to require any other 

credential because human need opens us to the happy reciprocity which is love.   

 

Jesus’ words challenge us this week to ask a neighbor for help in some small way. How 

marvelous that God himself shows us how. He moves into our world and asks us to love Him 

with small deeds of love. Maybe that’s where Ben Franklin got the idea.  

 

— Father John Muir 
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