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Around the time that the gold rushes ended in the nineteenth-century West, a curious 

phenomenon arose in New England known as money diggers. These were men who roamed the 

countryside with shovels, divining rods, and superstitious hope, convinced that treasure lay 

buried beneath their feet. Surely there must be gold under our feet. But there was not. The craze 

of these wild goose chases caused many to lose farms, families, and sanity. 

In this week’s Gospel, Jesus inaugurates a new era of spiritual money digging. He announces, 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field.” He invites us to become treasure 

seekers who search in the right place. What is of greatest value is not money beneath our feet, 

but the infinite treasure hidden deep in the humanity of Jesus himself, God’s own blessed life. 

The glory of heaven lies veiled in his ordinary life, his teaching, his suffering, his Church. 

This teaching about the Kingdom changes things. Now we see the Church’s doctrinal and moral 

teachings are not arbitrary rules. They are a treasure map. Follow them, and we will uncover 

divine happiness. Ignore them, and we will wander aimlessly, spade in hand, digging in empty 

fields, discouraged. 

Where have we wasted energy seeking treasure in the wrong places? How have we given up on 

seeking the treasure of truly finding God’s love for us? If so, let us repent of both. Then let us 

dust off our shovels and get back to digging deep into the field of Christ Jesus and his Church. 

After all, He never ceases seeking his treasure in us. 

— Father John Muir 
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