
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

 

September 21, 2025 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Luke 16:10-13 

 

Before I was a priest, I was a lazy worker for a retail Apple store. Hearing a rumor that my boss 

was going to fire me, I secretly sold iPhones for half-price, gave away dozens of free iPads, and 

donated several brand-new laptops to managers in other stores in the mall. After a week, my boss 

called me into his office. He knew what I was up to. He said I had cost the store thousands of 

dollars. “Really great work, John,” he said. “I am going to recommend you to be my assistant 

manager and double your pay.” I was amazed. 

 

And so are you. Which is understandable because it never happened. How could it? My tall tale 

is a retelling of Jesus' brow-furrowing parable we hear this week. A lazy, dishonest steward 

defrauds his boss and then the “master commended the dishonest servant for acting 

prudently” (Luke 16:8). What is the Lord saying to us?  

 

Most of us treat our spiritual lives like a lazy teenager at an Apple store. We really don’t care. 

We go through the motions. Then, if we are lucky, something happens that shakes us to spiritual 

action; to employ whatever time, money, and resources we have to build around us a strong 

network of love. Every saint did that. Our Lord is so good he wants us to use his stuff to forgive 

debts and to bless others. He wants us to ensure our future. So do it!  

    

— Father John Muir 
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