Beaver do a great deal of good
for the land, but...

It would be nice if they knew
where and when to build and
where and when to steer clear!

From an ecological viewdpoint,
the beaver engineer a fantastic
watery landscape! They play an
important role in establishing
and maintaining wetlands.

We know wetlands provide
habitat for many sensitive plant
and animal species.

But there are times where we
find ourselves in conflict with
beavers over who gets to use
certain tracts of land. Even in
places where beavers are
tolerated, their activities can
become problematic. Damage
can include: property damage,
flooding that threatens infra-
structure like buildings, roads
and railways, and tree loss.

There are however, several
options for landowners to deal
with beaver issues.
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Beaver desms sometimes contribute to areas of problem flooding, but they can also help store water during periods
of drought and slow down the movement of excess water from land to river systems, thereby preventing more
serious floods and significant financial demage downstream. Beaver, of course, have no way of knowing when and
where their construction projectsare going to benefit the landscape or become a problem. The give and take
relationship between man and beaver is best to be assessed on a situation by situation basis.

WHAT CAN BE DONE? PROTECTING TREES




; Beaver dams create diverse wetland habitats and high-quality ecosystems for
My i — fish and wildlife. Other benefits include sediment retention and mitigating the
severity of spring runoff, both of which can improve stream stability and

watershed health.




Contact us to start on a
Conservation Management Plan

Phone: 218-732-0121
www.hubbardswcd.org
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