Healthy forests and working lands
absorb and store more carbon,
produce food and other products,
sustain local economies, enhance
climate resiliency, and improve the
quality of life for all Minnesotans.

Forests, which compose about one-
third of the state’s land ares,
perform highly important ecological,
economic, and social services,
including the protection and
improvement of our water, air,
and soil, providing habitat to
numerous animal species, and
helping the economy of our

, rural and tribal communities

PESSST. . 48 through the recreation and
” %) ; :
e 1"‘&‘. T T forest products industries.

>
In addition to these services, our
forestlands play a crucial role in
sequestering and storing carbon.

In this capacity, Minnesota’s forests
provide our state with a potential
tool for mitigating emissions and
building 2 comprehensive

climate strategy.
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Scan QR code
to learn more
about Forest
Stewardship




Leaves pull in carbon dioxide and water and use the energy of the sun to convert this into chemical compounds
& that feed the tree itself. The by-product of this chemical reaction, which is known as photosynthesis, is oxygen.
It is suggested that one large tree can release up to a
day's supply of oxygen for about four people. a
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Protect standing forests from land conversion.
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Data shows that keeping existing forests standing remains our best ; B
hope for carbon sequestration. Old growth forests stores carbon better L
than new growth forests. This of-course does not mean it isn't sill  j
important to plant new trees... planting trees now will sequester ¢
carbon in the future. But existing forest stands .

hold the real carbon absorbing power!
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N eSS e S 1 What can be done?
m o o’ Your local SWCD, state agencies, and an increasing number of foresters are

e % ‘ promoting several land management actions to help reach a carbon-neutral,
: A resilient, and equitable future for Minnesota and it's private forest landowners.

Forest management goals for climate-smart working woodlands;
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Plant the right trees for the job.
Tree species that are long-lived, grow to large sizes, and have dense wood will store the greatest amounts of \
carbon. However, proper tree-to-soil selection is also important for maximizing the carbon benefits. Trees that

are well-adapted to the soil on site will have higher growth rates and lower mortality rates.
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