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First Baptist Church Olympia

OUR VISION STATEMENT

To be a community of persons committed to experiencing,
demonstrating, and declaring God’s love and power to
transform lives:
Growing in our understanding and application of the Bible and
our relationships with Christ;
Showing hospitality;
Responding to needs and hurts;
And supporting, caring, and praying for others.
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WHO WE ARE
Location
The City of Olympia is the capital of Washington State and the central city of the
rapidly growing South Puget Sound region.
With an economy driven to a great extent by state government, Olympia enjoys
the benefits of a stable work force, an engaged and educated community, and a
well-supported school system. (City of Olympia,
http://olympiawa.gov/community/about-olympia.aspx)
Historic downtown Olympia offers a variety of shopping and dining experiences,
while Olympia's westside is a regional shopping destination with numerous national
brand stores and an auto mall. (City of Olympia,
http://olympiawa.gov/community/about-olympia.aspx)
Mild winters and pleasantly warm summers make the Olympia area an ideal place
for outdoor recreation. In Olympia, you can "get out of town" without even leaving
the city. Olympia maintains 40 public parks for recreation. Public trails lead to
saltwater beaches where native tribes once met for potlatches through woods thick
with big-leaf maples and towering Douglas firs. Salmon return to Budd Inlet each
fall and run the ladder under the 5th Avenue Bridge. (City of Olympia,
http://olympiawa.gov/community/about-olympia.aspx)
Olympia's strategic geographic location along Interstate 5 at the gateway to the
Olympic Peninsula, puts one within two hours or less of regional recreational
attractions - from hiking and skiing in the mountains to beachcombing along ocean
shores. (City of Olympia, http://olympiawa.gov/community/about-olympia.aspx)
In 2017 Olympia’s population was 52,160. The estimated population of Thurston
County, which includes Olympia, Lacey and Tumwater, is 280,588. Lacey is to the
east of Olympia, and Tumwater, to the south.
The median household income of Thurston County is estimated at $62,854, with the
average household size of 2.5. The median age is 38. Of those 25 years or older,
93.6% are high school graduates or higher; 33.3% have bachelor’s degrees or
higher. (United States Census Bureau)
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It is estimated that the Thurston County’s ethnic and race categories are: 75.6%
white; 3.5% Black/African American; 1.7% American Indian and Alaska Natives;
6% Asian; 5% two or more races; 8.6% Hispanic or Latino. (United States Census
Bureau)
Although government is the main employer in the area, many industries have
helped create a strong, diversified economy primarily based on agriculture;
forestry; fishing; manufacturing; construction, transportation and public utilities;
wholesale, retail and service industries; finance insurance; real estate; and
educational employment.
Education opportunities are well represented in Olympia and surrounding areas.
There are two four-year colleges: The Evergreen State College (TESC), a state
school, and Saint Martin’s College in Lacey, a private school. South Puget Sound
Community College (SPSCC) is also located in Olympia. Four public elementary
and secondary school districts serve the Olympia, Lacey, and Tumwater area.
Cultural attractions in the area are the Washington Center for Performing Arts,
Olympia Symphony Orchestra, and Capitol Playhouse. Little theaters, tours of the
Legislative Building and the Governor’s Mansion, and Washington State Capitol
Museum round out the area’s attractions.
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The Church
First Baptist Church of Olympia is located on the corner of Ninth and Washington in
the city of Olympia, Washington. It is considered a “downtown” church and has
nearly a 150-year history of ministry in the community.
The organizational structure of the Church is democratic and consists of an
Executive Council, four Boards, four Standing Committees, and several ad hoc
committees. (See organization chart)
The Executive Council is responsible for the overall operation of the Church. Its
voting membership includes the following members:
Moderator – Chairs the Council
President of the Corporation
Immediate Past Moderator and President of the Corporation
Chairs of the four boards
Church Clerk
Treasurer
Chair of the Pastor Relations Committee
Chair of the Nominating Committee
Chair of the American Baptist Women Ministries
Senior Pastor
The Associate Pastor is an ex-officio member of the Council.
The Boards and Standing Committees are responsible for various aspects of the
Church operations and consist of the following:
Board of Deacons
Board of Christian Education
Board of Missions
Board of Trustees
Pastoral Relations Committee
Nominating Committee
Music Committee
Transportation Committee
The Church’s 2018 Spending Plan is $379,473.
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The Congregation
The active membership of First Baptist Church Olympia is 155. There are
approximately 63 inactive members listed on the Church roles that include elderly
and infirm persons who cannot attend or support the Church to a great degree.
The average Sunday attendance for the period January-June 2018 was 110.
The following information, taken from a recent survey, is based on responses from
67 households containing 100 people. Not all 67 households responded
consistently to the survey. Of those who responded to the survey, 42 were male
and 58 were female.
AGES
5-20:
8
21-50: 15

51-70: 25
71-100: 52

YEARS ATTENDED
0-5:
10
21-25: 15
6-10: 13
26-30: 8
11-15: 12
31+:
32
16-20: 9
OCCUPATIONS
Retired:
Student/Child:
School Employee:
Retail:
Office Worker:
State Employee:
Homemaker:
Nurse:
Banking:
Manager:

46
9
6
5
3
3
2
2
2
2

Categories with 1 respondent: Attorney; Customer Service; Clergy; Cook;
Engineer; Driver; Self-Employed; Professional; Part-time.
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Names and Addresses
First Baptist Church Olympia
PO Box 533
Ninth and Washington Streets
Olympia, WA 98507
PH: 360.357.3881
Patti Duckworth (Associate Executive Minister)
Mission Northwest (ABC/NW)
601 S. Ross Point Road
Post Falls, ID 83853
PH: 406.788.4350
EMAIL: p-duckworth@abcnw.org
The Rev. Paul Aita (Interim Pastor)
First Baptist Church Olympia
PO Box 533
Ninth and Washington Streets
Olympia, WA 98507
PH: 360.357.3881
EMAIL: aita.paul@gmail.com
The Rev. Mark Rambo (Associate Pastor)
PO Box 533
Ninth and Washington Streets
Olympia, WA 98507
PH: 360.357.3881
EMAIL: obadiahdog@aol.com
George Gauntlett (Chair, Pastoral Search Committee)
7009 Wisley Lane SE
Olympia, WA 98513
PH: 360.915.8337
EMAIL: gmemg@comcast.net
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Organization Chart
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WHAT WE BELIEVE
We at the First Baptist Church of Olympia are affiliated with the American Baptist
Churches USA and with the Mission Northwest, formerly the Northwest Region of
American Baptist Churches.
Our congregation is diverse in our beliefs, and we reflect the range of the beliefs
within the denomination. The majority of the congregation would affirm the
principles stated in the publication of the ABC/USA, “We Are American Baptists,”
revised June 19, 1998.
We believe that God is at core relational. The very doctrine of the Trinity reveals
God’s relational nature: The Creator flows into the Son, who flows into the Spirit,
who flows into the Creator. This dynamic flow moves in all directions so that the
Godhead in basic nature is about relationship.
The principle of relationship is carried into the creation of the earth and the
universe. God is personal in the creative acts of forming the creation, the creatures
and finally human beings. By breathing the breath of life, He formed man from the
earth. In these creative acts, God does not stand back but reaches down
continually to raise us up.
God reveals Himself in many ways. The primary way is through the Spirit, often in
conjunction with the Bible. The Bible is a collection of various genres, including but
not limited to stories, parables, histories, legends, songs, hymns, poetry, sermons,
and prophecies. God also reveals Himself through nature, through relationships,
through art, through prayer. The infinite God may speak to us in infinite ways.
The Bible is God’s word, and through its study the believer reader encounters the
miracle of revelation. Other forms of revelation must square with the teachings of
the Bible, as the interaction of the reader with the text is inspired by God.
In Jesus, God was embodied in human form. The mystery is that he was fully
human and fully divine. We believe that the life, teaching, ministry, death and
resurrection of Jesus are marked by the love of God for all humanity. As Jesus,
God came to live among us to take on our suffering and to provide us with
abundant and eternal life. This gift, though not fully realized, is ours to claim in the
present.
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Although the Bible has many imperatives, it boils down to two basic
commandments: Love God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and love your
neighbor as yourself.
We believe that God’s grace is sufficient to sustain to fully realize his love, mercy,
and justice. We do not earn our standing as child of God, but it is freely bestowed
on us. We believe that we are saved by grace through faith, and we also believe
that faith without works is dead.
As Baptists we do not subscribe to any creed, and we practice two ordinances,
baptism and communion. In baptism we follow the example of Jesus, who was
baptized by John. When He came up out of the water, the Spirit descended on
Him and a voice spoke from heaven, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.” Our baptism is a symbol of our rebirth in Christ, and baptism is also a
naming ceremony in which we are “renamed” beloved child of God. In communion
we share in the mystery of Jesus death and resurrection, which solidified His life,
teaching, and ministry. We participate in the mystery of the resurrection when we
so remember.
We believe that we are called to care for those around us, who are troubled, who are
broken, who are poor, who are hungry, who are strangers, who are immigrants, who are
children, who are widows.
We believe that God calls us to service in our own brokenness. God does not need
perfect people to do His work. We actively partner with Him in the continuation of
creation. As He makes things new, we are to do the same.

The following is the ABC/USA statement of belief:
We Are American Baptists
“We Are American Baptists”
(revised 6/19/98)
American Baptists worship the triune God of the Bible, who is eternally one God in three
persons. This one, true God is most clearly revealed to us in the incarnate Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.
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American Baptists proclaim the Good News of the atoning death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, knowing that salvation (forgiveness of sins, release from guilt and condemnation,
reconciliation with God) and eternal life are granted in grace to all who trust Jesus Christ
as Savior and Lord. This Gospel is the central message of the Bible.
American Baptists believe that the Bible, composed of the Old and New Testaments, is the
divinely inspired Word of God, the final written authority and trustworthy for faith and
practice. It is to be interpreted responsibly under the guidance of the Holy Spirit within the
community of faith. The primary purpose of the Bible is to point to Jesus Christ, the living
Lord of the Church.
Although Baptists have produced numerous confessions to express our common
understandings of Christian faith, we hold the Scriptures, the Old and New Testaments, as
our final authority. We accept no humanly devised confession or creed as binding.
American Baptists affirm that God is sovereign over all and that this sovereignty is
expressed and realized through Jesus Christ. Therefore, we affirm the Lordship of Christ
over the world and the church. We joyously confess that Jesus Christ is Savior and Lord.
We are called in loyalty to Jesus Christ to proclaim the power of the Holy Spirit,
the Good News of God’s reconciling grace, and to declare the saving power of
the Gospel to every human being and to every human institution. We celebrate
Christ’s charge to “make disciples of all nations” and to bear witness to God’s
redeeming reign in human affairs.
American Baptists are summoned to this mission in common with all Christians. With
the whole body of Christ, we also believe that God has been revealed in Jesus
Christ as in no other, and that “God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself”
(II Corinthians 5:18). We anticipate the day when every creature and all creation,
on earth and beyond, will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Philippians 2:10-11).
God has given this particular community of believers called Baptists a distinctive
history and experience. As we share in common with Christians everywhere, so
Baptists everywhere celebrate a common heritage.
THEREFORE…With Baptist brothers and sisters around the world, we believe:
That the Bible is the final authority and trustworthy for faith and practice. It is to be
interpreted responsibly under the guidance of God’s Holy Spirit within the
community of faith;
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That the Church is a gathered fellowship of regenerated believers, a sign of the
coming universal reign of God;
That the freedom to respond to the Lordship of Christ in all circumstances is
fundamental to the Christian gospel and to human dignity; and
That witness to Christ is the ongoing task of every Christian and of every church.
Within the larger Baptist family, American Baptists emphasize convictions which
direct our special task and ministry.
We affirm that God through Jesus Christ calls us to be:
A Redeemed People
• who claim a personal relationship to God through Jesus Christ;
• who follow the Lord in believer’s baptism;
• who gather as a believer’s church;
• who share in the meal of the kingdom known as the Lord’s Supper;
• who honor the priesthood of all believers; and
• who live their faith as visible saints.
A Biblical People
• who affirm the centrality of Scripture in our lives;
• who pursue the study of God’s inspired Word as a mandate for faith and
practice; and
• who seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit for the understanding of Scripture,
while respecting the common interpretation of Scripture within the community of
believers.
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A Worshiping People
• who gather regularly to praise God;
• who receive nourishment by communion with the Risen Christ;
• who share an open and public confession of faith; and
• who believe that personal devotion brings vitality to corporate celebration.
A Mission People
• who strive to fulfill the Great Commission to make disciples;
• who invite persons to receive salvation and follow Christ;
• who engage in educational, social, and health ministries;
• who seek justice for all persons; and
• who provide prayer and financial support to sustain a worldwide mission
outreach.
An Interdependent People
• who affirm the Church’s unity as given in Jesus Christ;
• who gladly embody in our practice the ministry of the whole people of God;
• who recognize God’s gifts for ministry and honor all offices of pastoral
ministry;
• who live and work together “in association;” and
• who bring the free church tradition to cooperative and ecumenical Christianity.
A Caring People
• who care for the needy, the weak, and the oppressed;
• who care for the earth and for all its creatures;
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An Inclusive People
• who, gifted by a variety of backgrounds, find unity in diversity and diversity in
unity;
• who embrace a pluralism of race, ethnicity, and gender; and
• who acknowledge that there are individual differences of conviction and
theology.
A Contemporary People
• who have a remembrance for the past and a vision for the future;
• who are committed to religious liberty and to the separation of church and
state;
• who call our present world to make Jesus Christ Lord of all life; and
• who trust the Holy Spirit for insight and power to live in the present age.
We further believe
• That God has called us forth to such an hour as this;
• That we live with a realizable hope;
• That all things are held together in Christ;
• That all creation will find its ultimate fulfillment in God;
• That we shall see the One whose we are; and
• That Jesus shall reign for ever and ever.
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HOW OTHERS SEE US
Olympia First Baptist Church is a downtown church and has several ministries in the
community, including Table Grace, a ministry at the Thurston County Jail, God’s Little
Blessings, and Emmaus House. We opened our doors to provide space for other community
non-profit organizations such as the Dispute Resolution Center of Thurston County, TOPS
Club Inc. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly), Olympia Highlanders Bagpipes and Drum Corps,
Washington State Podiatric Medical Association (WSPMA), Woodturners of Olympia, the
Lions Club, Overeaters Anonymous South Sound Intergroup, and Reality Church (a plant of
Calvary Chapel). We also rent out parts of our parking lot during the week.
Ministries:
• Table Grace
In our community, many people know Olympia First Baptist Church by Table Grace. Table
Grace is a partnership with eight other churches in the surrounding area and volunteer
students from Pope John Paul II High School and others. We have been persistent, and this
ministry has been going on for the past 25 years. A meal is served every Sunday evening
to the homeless and those in need. It started when Pastor Sam Hochstatter was the Senior
Pastor in the early 1990’s. Theo Yu has been a long-time member of Emanuel Bible
Fellowship and a coordinator for that church at Table Grace for the past 20 years. Theo
says, "The feeding ministry is foundational." Table Grace has taught his whole family what
it means to be a Christian.
Everyone at Table Grace is a guest. For those whose lives are consumed with uncertainty
for example, not knowing where they will sleep at night, etc., assurance has been
provided in that on Sunday they can get a hot meal at Table Grace. We have very good
"street cred" among the homeless and the marginalized. When transient people get off
the bus at the Greyhound Station downtown, they are often guided to Olympia First
Baptist Church.
• Jail Ministry
For years we have served those incarcerated at the Thurston County Jail through the Jail
Ministry. Once a month a group from our Church (those who have clearance) go into the
jail where they lead Bible studies, share stories, sing songs, and lift each other up in
prayer.
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• God's Little Blessings
God's Little Blessings began in the Fall of 2009 and meets monthly, creating hats for
premature infants. To date more than 7,000 knitted and crocheted hats have been made.
These hats are donated to Tacoma General Hospital and Olympia’s Saint Peter Hospital
and are given to premature babies and at-risk newborns. Five years ago, 200 hats were
sent to an orphanage in Armenia. A couple hundred hats have been sent to several other
charities in the United States.
• Emmaus House
Emmaus House is a small community of people (most of whom originated from Olympia
First Baptist Church) and has been a ministry of Olympia First Baptist Church since 2005.
We at Emmaus are a relational group that seeks to provide a safe space for those who
have no church experience, who have had harmful church experiences, or who are just
interested in exploring more deeply how God is working in our lives and what it means to
be a follower of Jesus. The Emmaus House seeks to serve the broader community of
Olympia (and beyond) and has spent some time serving survivors of domestic violence
through Mijas (a job training program/restaurant that works with Latina survivors of
domestic violence), and Deborah’s House (a domestic violence shelter in Tijuana,
Mexico). We explore and serve God through many means – through our music, through
our art, through sharing a table with one another, through our questions, but mostly
through sharing life with one another and sharing with each other how God is working in
our lives.
Ongoing Building Use
• Dispute Resolution
The Dispute Resolution Center has been using rooms at First Baptist Church for more than
ten years. This organization provides mediation services for people who need help
resolving their conflicts. On average they use space at the church two to six times a
month. Their mediations require a three-hour block of time, and they greatly value the inkind donation made by our Church.
• TOPS Club Inc.
TOPS has used the facility since 2010 for meetings and weigh-ins. Their members prepare
a Table Grace meal once a month.
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• Olympia Highlanders Bagpipe and Drum Corps
The Olympia Highlanders Pipes and Drums is a non-profit organization promoting Scottish
traditions and cultures. They have used the Church facilities for practice sessions since
2014.
• WSPMA
Washington State Podiatric Medical Association(WSPMA) has used our facilities since
2016 for annual meetings. Melodie Stewart from this group provides food and servers
once a month for Table Grace.
• Overeaters Anonymous
Overeaters Anonymous has used our facilities since 2015 for annual training sessions.
• Woodturners Of Olympia
Woodturners of Olympia has used our facilities since 2017. We have provided them a
room to store equipment and machinery. Their monthly meetings are held at our Church.
• Olympia Host Lions Club
The Olympia Host Lions Club has been holding their weekly Tuesday meetings at the
Church since 2012. They also donate to and serve at Table Grace.
• Reality Church
Reality Church remodeled a room in our Church to accommodate an adequate office
space and has rented this room since 2013. They first made contact with our church
through Table Grace. Pastor Bob Sievers opened our doors to them for various activities.
Olympia First Baptist Church has several ministries in our community that others may know
us by. Most of the non-profit organizations that use our church in one way or another are
connected through Table Grace. Together, by serving the poor and the marginalized, we
respond to God's call to be a relational church.
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OUR HISTORY
In October 1871, four churches (Elma, Seattle, Oysterville and Puyallup) met in
Olympia to organize the Puget Sound Association. The ministers and delegates to
the Association met two days later (October 23, 1871) and helped organize the
First Baptist Church of Olympia. The Church started with nine people subscribing to
the Covenants and Articles of Faith. The original Articles of Corporation of the First
Baptist Church were filed on April 11, 1872.
Judge Roger S. Greene, Associate Justice of the Territorial Supreme Court, asked
to be baptized. He had been Episcopalian and had never been immersed.
Baptisms were done in what we now know as Budd Inlet. Judge Greene was an
important person in our early years. In 1891 the Church split. One-half kept the
name of First Baptist and the other took the name Temple Baptist. In 1894 Judge
Greene was instrumental in bringing the split congregation back together again.
After reconciling, the congregation voted to become the Central Baptist Church of
Olympia.
Olympia First Baptist had its own building – debt-free – in September 1872. The
building was lit by placing candles in the windows.
Sometime during 1872, the Church donated $5.00 to the ladies to help establish a
Mission Society. This was the beginning of the Women's Society and is now known
as American Baptist Women's Ministry.
By 1890, the Church building was too small, and the Unitarian building became
available and was purchased in 1901 for the “enormous” sum of $1,500.
There was a religious revival in Olympia in 1914. The Protestant Churches in
Olympia gave their time and talent in support of this revival. According to one of
the newspapers of the day, hundreds were converted, though "nothing sensational
or outlandish has been done." The meetings were held in a tent with sawdust floors.
The tent had a capacity of 1,200 and was filled nightly for four weeks despite a
"downpour of rain."
The church may have been small but had plenty of zeal. A night school for Chinese
was opened in 1918 and had as many as 40 students. The school was in operation
for a year with Judge Greene being active in the operation of the school. Mrs.
Wertz, a member of Central Baptist Church, was the Superintendent of the Chinese
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School and ran a Sunday school on Olympia's Westside for the Chinese. Mrs.
Wertz continued a Sunday school for all children in the Westside location for many
years.
Dr. Samuel Everton began his ministry in 1926. This began a historic twenty-year
ministry to Central Baptist. Although he was quite formal, he was also warm and
caring. Many times, he was seen riding around town on a bicycle, dressed in his top
hat and formal attire.
During the World War II years, 1941-1945, our congregation had eighty-one men
go off to war. Raymond White is the only one who was killed in action.
Reverend Henry Rahn came to be our pastor in 1946. The time with Reverend Rahn
showed years of growth for the Church. During 1950, it became apparent that the
building we were in was going to be condemned. At the same time the Episcopal
Church building, located on the West End of the block we were on, came on the
market. It was purchased, and we moved into it in 1951. At the time of our move, it
was decided to change our name from Central Baptist Church to First Baptist Church
of Olympia. A balcony was added to accommodate our congregation and the
rectory was remodeled to allow more classroom space.
In 1953 a chapel was added to our building. The chapel was used for small
weddings and as an overflow area for the main sanctuary. At that time we also
added a Baptistry, kitchen, choir room and lavatories. We gained robing rooms,
flower and communion preparation rooms, storage room, furnace room, and two
outside entrances. A narthex and new front entrance to the sanctuary were added
in 1957. In 1958, we had a mortgage burning and were again "debt free."
In 1959 we conducted a campaign for funds to erect an Education Building. The
cost for this building was approximately $164,000. It was financed by loans from
our own membership and friends. This building was completed and dedicated in
1962. The Education Building was needed for additional classroom space and a
fellowship hall. These loans were paid in 1970 and we once again celebrated by
burning our mortgage and were "debt free".
In 1961 the old rectory was moved from the corner of Ninth and Washington to
Tenth Avenue and was used as the parsonage. This building currently houses The
First Step House, as well as providing office space for Youth for Christ, Teen Esteem
and Union Gospel Mission.
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During Reverend Rahn's tenure, we saw the inclusion of two excellent women — Pat
(Brown) Clemenson and Evelyn Breese — who strengthened the Christian Education
ministry of First Baptist. "Miss Pat" was with us for approximately two years,
married and moved to Tacoma. While with us "Miss Pat" worked primarily with
teenagers and young adults. Evelyn served at First Baptist for twenty years and
was ordained in 1975. During her time with us, she organized a women's Bible
study group, led a children and youth choir, and was called as an Associate Pastor.
Art Mize was called to serve as youth pastor during the summer of 1972. Art had
been ordained in his home Church in Reno, Nevada. While Art served our
congregation working with the youth, he organized a Divorce Lifeline for any
divorced people in the area who chose to use it. Art left our Church ministry in 1975
to acquire more education and enter the counseling field.
In 1973 Reverend Rahn was awarded an honorary doctorate degree from
Berkeley Divinity School. Dr. Rahn retired in 1974. Berkeley Divinity School
bestowed an honorary doctorate degree to Evelyn Breese in 1986. She left us to
pastor a Church of her own in the Tri-Cities area.
Richard Hart became our pastor in 1975. In 1978 under Pastor Hart's tutelage, a
Wednesday night dinner was served before we had Bible study and prayer. In
1980 we had a Capital Funds Campaign as well as securing a loan from ABEC to
enable us to completely join the Education Building to the sanctuary and to enlarge
the sanctuary. The loan from ABEC was to be paid in fifteen years. The loan was
satisfied in 1993 and we once again celebrated being "debt free." During the
latter years of Pastor Hart's ministry, conflicts arose between him and some of the
members of the congregation, which ultimately led to his resignation. After Pastor
Hart resigned in 1988, there was much healing to be done. Dr. Walter Pulliam was
called for a two-year intentional interim to help with the healing process.
In 1989, during Pastor Pulliam’s ministry, a Church history book was published and
made available for sale. It was the 188 th anniversary of the Church’s beginning,
and the book was done to help celebrate the 200 th birthday of Washington State.
Throughout the years, this Church has been responsive to needs of people of other
countries. In 1956 we sponsored the Nagy family from Hungary. Prior to 1956 we
sponsored the Dinsberg family (husband, wife and two daughters) from Latvia. The
year 1961 saw the Rusche family join us from Holland by way of Indonesia. The
Rusche family, Johann, Connie, and children, Joyce, Arthur and Peggy. became a
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very active family in the Church. The parents have since passed away and the
children have married and moved on. The last family we sponsored was the Phan
family of eleven from Viet Nam. The family was housed in the parsonage and
although they were of the Buddhist faith, the children occasionally attended our
Sunday school. Most of the family now resides in California. The family continues to
stay in touch with our Church family.
Dr. Sam Hochstatter was called to be our pastor in 1991. The Church has been
marked by a remarkable new outreach — a ministry to homeless people in our
area. For the span of approximately eighteen months, we provided overnight
lodging in the social hall for single men. A Sunday afternoon feeding ministry was
begun in 1991. When our Church budget could no longer afford this ministry, the
volunteers formed a committee and are now self-financed. Other Churches in our
area have come along side and are now assisting. Approximately 400 meals are
served each Sunday. Pastor Sam retired after nine years at First Baptist Church
and after 40 years of ministry with the denomination.
In 1996, Mark Rambo was called to be Associate Pastor with strong emphasis on
Christian Education. Pastor Mark was ordained in June 1997. Pastor Mark has
become vital to the Christian Education ministry and leads an intergenerational
class as well as Emmaus House (a holistic missional House-Church).
During 1996 Caroline Lehman was ordained and became our Minister of Visitation.
Caroline leads the lay pastor ministry and through this has added a much-needed
dimension to our Church family.
The Reverend Dr. Bob Sievers joined our Church staff in January of 2005 after
serving for 11 years in Ontario, Oregon. He also served as Chaplain for both the
Thurston County Sheriff Department and the Lacey Fire Dept. during his tenure
here. He retired in February 2018.
The First Baptist Church of Olympia places a strong emphasis on missions and
mission giving and is usually one of the leading mission givers in our region. We
support two missionaries who are members.
The location of our buildings puts us in the heart of downtown Olympia. Numerous
state departments and community groups use our facilities because of its convenient
location and available parking.
Page 21

First Baptist Church Olympia

Several members of our congregation serve in a ministry to inmates in Thurston
County Jail, while others volunteer and work with Table Grace. We also have a
strong relationship with Roosevelt School.
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SENIOR PASTOR POSITION DESCRIPTION
July 2018
Position Purpose:
The Senior Pastor is to provide spiritual and pastoral leadership to the membership of
First Baptist Church Olympia. This includes, but is not limited to, proclaiming the gospel
of Jesus Christ, teaching the Biblical revelation, engaging in pastoral care ministries,
providing administrative leadership in all areas of church life, and acting as chief
administrator of paid staff. The Senior Pastor activities are responsible to the Executive
Council.
Responsibilities:
• Furnish leadership in the planning and conducting of regular worship services, including
the preparation and delivering of sermons, and to ensure proper and timely
observance of the ordinances.
• Lead the Church in the ministry of witnessing and caring both for the congregation and
the wider community.
• Provide spiritual and moral guidance and support through a pastoral visitation
program.
• Counsel with individuals, couples, or groups as needed.
• Officiate at weddings, memorials, and funerals of Church members, as requested.
• Serve as the Chief Administrative Office of the Church. In conjunction with the pastoral
staff, lead in planning, organizing, directing, coordinating, and evaluating the total
program of the Church.
• Provide guidance to the Minister of Music and Organist in the planning of the music
ministry of the Church.
• Act as ex-officio member of all boards and committees, providing counsel support and
spiritual uplift.
• Serve as Chief Administrator of the paid staff, be responsible for regular staff
meetings, cooperatively plan and supervise staff assignments and the day-to-day
operations of the Church.
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COMPENSATION, BENEFITS AND MINISTRY-RELATED EXPENSE
REIMBURSEMENT
A. Pastor’s Compensation
The Salary and Insurance can be negotiated, depending on the pastor’s needs.
1. Salary, Housing, Medical and Dental Insurance:

$70,000 - $90,000 annual

B. Benefits
_X__ MMBB Retirement/Death Benefit Plans
(16% of Total Compensation)
_____ Other retirement plan
_X___
Medical/Dental Insurance
_____
Social Security Offset (taxable income)
_X___
Other Industrial Insurance

$7,300 – 10,300
$___________
$ (see #1)
$__________
$__386_____

C. Reimbursement for Ministry-Related Expenses
Note: Everything in this section is negotiable. Except for mileage, none are in the
current budget.
Books/Periodicals
Auto @ $.545 per mile
Continuing education
Conventions (area/regional/national)
Hospitality
Professional dues
Other expenses _____________
Continuing education
Conventions (area/regional/national)
Days off
Family Leave (e.g., maternity, paternity,
elder parental care, etc.)
Retreats

$__________
$__7,089___
$__________
$__________
$__________
$__________
$___________
_________________
_________________
1 or 2 days/week___
__________________
__________________
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Sabbatical Leave
__________________
Vacation
3-4 weeks_________
Sick Leave
Earn 1 day per month
Holidays
Nine Holidays___
Holidays include New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King, President's Day, Memorial Day, Fourth
of July, Labor Day, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas.
D.

Moving Information

It is expected that the church will pay the full moving expenses.
Check what your church will provide.
__X__
_____

will pay all reasonable costs (normative)
will negotiate costs (exceptional)

Estimated cost for move

$____________
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PHOTOS

The “Rose” Stained Glass Window at First Baptist

Adult and Children’s Choirs at Christmastime
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The State Capitol Building

Olympia Farmer’s Market
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2017 ANNUAL REPORT
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